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MINISTER’S SPEECH 
109th INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONVENTION (ONLINE) 

JUNE 03rd – JUNE 19th, 2021 

Ladies and gentlemen, with protocols established, greetings from Belize. Our entire 

delegation is very pleased for this opportunity to participate in this year’s historic 

online 109th International Labour Conference.  

The COVID-19 global health pandemic is nothing short of a catastrophe. It’s 

continued negative impact on our country is great. But the resilience of our people 

to overcome and excel is greater. And so, it appears very appropriate that the 

International Labour Organization, has chosen the theme, “Building a human 

centered recovery with decent work for all”. This theme has 10 words.  And no 

doubt each word was strategically and deliberately chosen, as individually and 

together, they denote the coming together of tripartite relationships, as we are today 

at this forum, to positively transform the world of work, through innovative, 

competitive, value added and equitable solutions that will not only rebuild 

businesses and economies but will also rebuild families and communities.  And so, 

ladies and gentlemen, you will agree with me that meaningful change is the impetus 

behind all of this.  

The Government of Belize is committed to and has begun the process of laying the 

groundwork for a strong recovery of labour and a strong recovery of our economy.  

And as we do so, we have already begun preliminary discussions to develop and 

implement a national employment and labour policy for our country. All of this is in 

context with our Government’s Plan Belize to achieve, among other things, a 

minimum 5 percent real output growth annually, a reduction in poverty and to 

achieve a more equitable income distribution.  

Our dedicated workers, including our youths, continue to embrace new training 

opportunities to reskill and upskill, as they adapt to new and innovative online 

business processes and online service delivery through a variety of digital platforms 

such as our Temporary Employment Permit and Employment Services System.  

CHECK AGAIN
ST D

ELIV
ERY



 

 

 

To alleviate the financial stress faced by businesses as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Government initiated financial relief to these businesses. Grants, 

wages subsidies and soft loans were provided to micro, small and medium 

enterprises. The Government plans to continue providing all necessary assistance, 

not just to keep these businesses afloat but to assist them to scale up, diversify their 

product offerings and expand their local and overseas markets. Ultimately, there will 

be job creation, and decent work for more Belizeans. 

 

We recognize that building a human centered recovery with decent work not 

only requires all hands-on deck and financial capital, but it also requires social 

dialogue and participation. As such, the Government continues to be in step with 

two of our key partners, the National Trade Union Congress of Belize and the Belize 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry.   

 

And together, we are pursuing legislative reforms that give high regard to ILO 

Conventions.  

 

And as it relates to our championing the rights of labour, that is, both employees and 

employers, within the last two years, the Labour Department has certified three new 

trade unions, which broaden representation for workers in the medical field, workers 

in higher education and workers assigned to local government.  

 

So, ladies and gentlemen, today, our Government of Belize and our people give the 

unswerving commitment that we will honour our obligations that will arise from this 

109th historic International Labour Conference. And we also give our commitment 

to build a human-centered recovery for Belize with decent work for all. 

 

I thank you very much. 
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