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Mr. Chairman, excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues; all protocols observed.  

I am honoured and pleased to share a few reflections on behalf of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations.  

Presently, about half of the world’s population – and more than three quarters of the world’s 

poor population – live in rural areas. Inequalities between urban and rural areas remain 

significant. The share of rural inhabitants in developing countries who live in extreme poverty is 

almost three times higher than in urban areas. Agriculture represents an important source of 

livelihoods for one third of the world’s population and about three quarters of the rural 

population living in extreme poverty, making it critical for poverty reduction. However, 

agriculture is also associated with high levels of labour market informality and exposure to risks 

of all kinds, including working poverty, malnutrition and hunger, poor health, work-related 

injuries, natural disasters, climate change, child labour and social marginalization.   

Mr. Chairman,  

Extending social protection for all – anchored in the international human rights framework and 

international labour standards – is core to the work of FAO and the ILO and is critical for 

promoting rural development and inclusive rural transformation and ensuring a human centred 

future of work. At the global level, ILO and FAO partnership translates into a common approach, 

based on evidence and good practices, that supports governments in their efforts to realize the 

universal right to social security by strengthening national social protection systems, including 

solid social protection floors, and thus achieve SDG targets 1.3 and 3.8. In the context of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the need for working together is more evident than ever. 
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The COVID-19 pandemic is directly and indirectly impacting well-being and health around the 

globe. Illness and containment measures are compounding the social and economic 

disadvantages of the most vulnerable in society. These social and economic impacts stand to 

cause devastating setbacks to efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Pervasive inequalities between rural and urban inhabitants, rich and poor, women and men will 

exacerbate these effects. People in areas impacted by severe climate change, conflict, forced 

displacement and migration will be even more vulnerable. 

The new FAO Strategic Framework prioritizes the transformation to more efficient, inclusive, 

resilient and sustainable agri-food systems for better production, better nutrition, a better 

environment, and a better life. In the spirit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

its key principle of ‘leaving no one behind’, emergency, short- and long-term recovery policies 

and plans need to prioritize support for the most vulnerable. Experience has shown that non-

targeted responses tend to deepen existing inequalities by benefiting the better off and urban 

populations.  

While social protection is the most immediately needed measure, inclusive agri-food systems 

transformation also demands increased investments for productive employment and decent job 

creation in rural areas, as well as environmentally sustainable production and green jobs. It has to 

maximize the benefits of migration and guarantee safe rural mobility, while prioritizing 

dedicated action to improve youth employment outcomes. The forthcoming Supplementary 

Arrangement to the 1947 Agreement between FAO and ILO will guide our joint contribution to 

these global priorities. Lastly let me also mention our close and continued collaboration before 

and during the ongoing International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour. Given the recent 

and worrying child labour estimates released by the ILO and UNICEF it is clear that we need to 

further strengthen our collaboration in rural areas and in agriculture. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let me assure you and all of our stakeholders, a continued 

cooperation and support from the FAO in these challenging times towards inclusive and 

sustainable development.  

Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
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