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Mr. President, 

Director General, Mr. Guy Ryder, 

Distinguished delegates and observers 

Mr. President, I wish to congratulate the ILO for deciding to convene this 

very important meeting virtually. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a negative impact on Jamaica and the 

Caribbean. However, Jamaica remains steadfast and committed to achieving 

our economic goals despite the challenges. 

Prior to the pandemic, Jamaica was on the right path to achieving economic 

growth and development. Following the first case of COVID-19 in March 

2020, the rate of unemployment increased significantly to 12.6%. By July 

2020 our economy contracted by 10%. 
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Government provided tax incentives to mitigate against this fall out 

particularly to the micro, small and medium sized entities resulting in the 

return of $1 billion to employers and $10 billion was spent on implementing a 

social and economic support programme, called the CARE Programme.  We 

provided assistance to vulnerable individuals and small businesses. 

Employers were encouraged to utilize Flexible Work Arrangements and the 

use of technology in order to restore productivity and to keep persons 

employed. A COVID-19 labour market task force was established to examine 

the impact of the pandemic on workers and employers and to provide 

recommendations for labour market resilience. 

Thankfully, we have begun to see signs of recovery in Jamaica.  

Jamaica continues to work with the ILO’s Regional Office on initiatives to 

promote social protection and decent work, particularly as the economic 

downturn caused by the pandemic, presents fertile ground for the expansion 

of informality and child labour.  

As I close, Mr. President, we must put productive employment and decent 

work at the centre of our economic and social policies if we are to recover 

from this pandemic.  We can only do this through vaccinations.  However, 

the reality is that limited access to vaccines by developing countries such as 
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Jamaica, means that the pace of our economic recovery is slow and the 

negative impact on our people will continue.   Poorer countries such as 

Jamaica are forced to adopt harsh non vaccine measures to contain the 

spread of the virus.  

I therefore call on world leaders to work very diligently to assist developing 

countries to improve access to vaccines.  Let us work together to bring the 

COVID-19 pandemic to an end.  
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