
Statement by H. E. Begum Monnujan Sufian, M.P., 
Hon’ble State Minister of Labour and Employment of the Government of 

Bangladesh at the Plenary of 109th Session of International Labour Conference           
on  16 June 2021  

Mr. Chair, 

I congratulate you on your election as the Chair of the 109th International 

Labour Conference. I wish to place on record our appreciation to the Director 

General and the Chairperson of the Governing Body for placing comprehensive 

reports.  

The world of work is facing unprecedented challenges due to COVID-19. 

For reducing its impact, our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has issued a 

31-point directive. The Government has allocated 15.111 billion US dollar as

recovery package. Around 1 billion US dollar has been given for the salaries of

workers. This year 12.67 billion US dollar has been allocated for social safety net

programmes which is about 18% of the national budget and 4.21% of the GDP.

With the help of ILO, we have adopted guidelines to ensure Occupational Health

and Safety during COVID. 23 Special crisis management committees have been

set up to monitor the crisis. Telemedicine service is being provided to the workers.

Mr. Chair, 

Bangladesh has experienced a sharp decrease in export receipts, particularly 

in the RMG sector, due to cancellation of orders and lower prices due to Covid. 
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Many factory owners are forced to stop production. Moreover, many Bangladeshi 

migrant workers have lost their jobs.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

In order to further improvement of labour rights and workplace safety we are 

developing a Roadmap in consultation with ILO and employers’ and workers’ 

organizations at national and global levels. I am happy to share with you that 

Bangladesh is going to ratify the ILO Convention 138 concerning minimum age by 

December this year. With this Bangladesh will ratify all 8 core conventions of ILO. 

Last year we have established three new labour courts and have also planned to 

establish four new labour courts for quick disposal of the cases.   

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

As we speak, we are raising our concerns over Israel’s continuing aggression 

in Palestinian territories which is straining the livelihood of hundreds of thousands 

of Palestinians and limiting their access to economic opportunities and decent 

work. We always extend our support to the Palestinian people.  

 

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

This year Bangladesh is celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Independence and 

the birth centenary of our father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman. On this happy occasion, we re-affirm our commitment for an inclusive, 
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resilient and sustainable recovery from the pandemic in line with the Covid-19 

outcome document.  

 

I thank you. 
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