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EU Commissioner László Andor addressed 
ILO Governing Body 

 

European Union, 2011 

In an address to the ILO's Governing Body, European 

Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and 

Inclusion László Andor said the European Union was 

going through “turbulent and tough times”.  

Underscoring the importance of cooperation between 

the EU and the ILO both inside and outside the EU, he 

called for a reinforced focus on job creation. Long-term 

unemployment, job precariousness and youth 

unemployment are the most pressing issues. ILO 

Director-General Somavia and Commissioner Andor 

also presented two publications as part of a three-year 

collaboration between the EC and the ILO 

International Institute of Labour Studies: “Building a 

Sustainable Job-Rich Recovery” on the origins of and 

policy responses to the 2008 financial crisis, and 

“Towards a Greener Economy: The Social 

Dimensions”.  

 

Belgium - ILO partnership on promoting and 
reinforcing social dialogue in the Maghreb 
 

 

Michel Glik 

 

The new Belgian Employment Minister Monica De 

Coninck, the ILO Office and tripartite delegations of 

Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia launched on 8 December 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/press-and-media-centre/videos/events-coverage/WCMS_167959/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/press-and-media-centre/videos/events-coverage/WCMS_168028/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/bluesyn.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/bluesyn.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/greensyn.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/research/ecinst/greensyn.pdf
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2011 in Brussels a partnership on promoting and 

reinforcing social dialogue in Maghreb countries (see 

background note - FR). The Belgian Foreign Affairs and 

Development Cooperation services, the European 

Commission services, the EESC and the International 

Association of Social and Economic Councils 

(AICESIS) participated in the event. The promotion of 

bipartite and tripartite social dialogue in Arab States and 

North Africa, both at national and regional level, is part 

of the ILO response to the Arab Spring and of the 

renewed EU neighbourhood policy.  

Belgium and the ILO build on their historic cooperation 

on social dialogue in Africa based on the successful 

PRODIAF programme (promotion of social dialogue in 

francophone Africa) initiated in the nineties. The new 

partnership is open to other interested countries and 

partners.    

The Netherlands ratifies the Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006  

 

 

 

The Netherlands became the sixth EU member state – 

after Spain, Bulgaria, Denmark, Latvia and Luxembourg 

– to ratify the landmark ILO Maritime Labour 

Convention (MLC), 2006. The ILO hopes that Belgium 

and the other EU member states will ratify in the very 

near future this Convention, as requested also by the 

Council of the European Union.  

 

ILO High Level Mission to Greece on the 
application of ratified Conventions 

 

The ILO supervisory system decided in June 2011 to 

send an ILO Office High Level Mission to Greece in 

order to assess the situation following the observation 

by the Greek Confederation of Trade Unions on the 

alleged violation of 11 ratified ILO Conventions due to 

the emergency economic reform package. The ILO 

High Level Mission went to Greece from 19-23 

September 2011 and had also meetings in Brussels with 

the EU, and in Washington with the IMF. The report of 

the ILO Office High Level Mission will soon be made 

available on the ILO website. It has fed into the 

deliberations of the 2011 session of the ILO 

Commission of experts on the application of 

conventions and recommendations that will be 

published in its 2012 report to the June 2012 

International Labour Conference..   

 

EU Restructuring Forum: socially responsible 
restructuring worldwide 
 

   

 

The Restructuring Forum, organized in Brussels on 5 

and 6 December 2011 by the European Commission in 

cooperation with the ILO Office, brought together 

experts from around the world to exchange views on 

the ways restructuring is addressed in different socio-

economic and institutional contexts. The situation 

within the EU Members states is well known, but 

corporate restructuring must also be analyzed in a global 

perspective due to worldwide strategies and the global 

supply chain. The ILO Director for Europe and Central 

Asia recalled the relevant ILO Conventions and 

Recommendations, the ILO Tripartite Declaration on 

Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy and other 

frameworks, tools and manuals. The EU and 

international social partners contributed to the 

discussions.    

http://www.ilo.org/brussels/WCMS_170625/lang--fr/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/brussels/WCMS_170625/lang--fr/index.htm
http://prodiaf.org/
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-convention/WCMS_170003/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C186
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C186
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/lang--en/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=378&furtherEvents=yes
http://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/WCMS_094386/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/WCMS_094386/lang--en/index.htm
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ILO Director-General addresses EU 
conference on Inequalities in Europe and the 
future of the welfare state 

 

   

European Union, 2011 
 

On 5 December, the ILO Director-General Juan 

Somavía addressed the European inequality conference 

in a video clip opening the conference. Members of the 

European Parliament and European Commissioner 

László Andor also participated in the conference. In his 

message, the ILO Director-General reflects on specific 

priorities and measures the EU should focus on in 

mitigating inequalities in the world of work. Successive 

ILO reports have documented that widening inequalities 

within and between countries have constituted a key 

factor in the current financial, economic and social 

crisis.      

 

Dignity and Rights of Irregular Migrants 

 

    

 

The EU Fundamental Rights Agency 2011 annual 

conference, organised in Warsaw on 21 and 21 

November 2011, addressed the “Dignity and Rights of 

Irregular Migrants” (see also the ILO note on the 

Dignity and Rights of Migrant Workers in an Irregular 

Situation). It offered a number of practical suggestions 

such as facilitating access to justice and combating 

labour exploitation. The ILO chaired the session on 

combating labour exploitation in the EU. The 

conference conclusions recall that international labour 

standards apply to all workers, irrespective of their 

nationality or migration status, unless specified 

otherwise.  

The general application of labour law is important for 

ensuring a level playing field for all employers and 

workers. This approach is also reflected in art. 6 of the 

2009 EU employers sanctions Directive. It explicitly 

provides that migrant workers in an irregular situation 

have the right to claim outstanding remuneration or to 

lodge complaints against employers. It is important now 

to ensure an effective implementation of this Directive 

throughout the EU, to develop systems and tools for 

stronger cooperation between labour inspectors within 

the EU in order to ensure respect for wages and 

working conditions and to improve protection of 

vulnerable groups such as domestic workers.  

 

New Belgian government announces 
ratification of ILO Convention on Domestic 
Workers  

 

 

The ILO Office notes with great interest that the 

Belgian coalition agreement announces that Belgium will 

ratify the ILO Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 

(No. 189), adopted at the 100th session of the 

International Labour Conference in June 2011. The 

coalition agreement also strongly supports cooperation 

with the multilateral system, including on issues such as 

social and environmental justice.  

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/videoplayer.cfm?ref=I071700&sitelang=en
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/frc2011/
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/frc2011/
http://www.ilo.org/brussels/WCMS_177275/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/brussels/WCMS_177275/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/brussels/WCMS_177275/lang--en/index.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-2011-FRC-summary-conclusions_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009L0052:EN:NOT
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C189.htm
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C189.htm
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Capacity building on decent work and social 
dialogue in EU transport and commerce 
sectors 
 

The European Commission and the ILO International 

training centre cooperate on capacity building for 

workers and employers organizations aiming at 

strengthening their participation in EU sectoral social 

dialogue. The cooperation focuses on social partners of 

EU Member states that joined the EU since 2004 and 

on candidate countries. The on-going cooperation 

covers transport, commerce and temporary agency 

work. 

UN Secretary-General receives report "Social 
Protection Floor for Fair Globalization" 
 

 
UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe  

 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon received the report 

"Social Protection Floor for a Fair and Inclusive 

Globalization”, prepared by the Social Protection Floor 

Advisory Group chaired by Michelle Bachelet, 

Executive Director of UN Women and former 

President of Chile. The ILO developed the social 

protection floor approach with other UN agencies and 

partners.  The report says an estimated 5.1 billion 

people lack adequate social security or social protection 

worldwide, while just over 15 per cent of the world’s 

unemployed are receiving some form of unemployment 

benefits. The report was welcomed by several world 

leaders.  

 

ILO at the EU Joint Parliamentary Meeting   
 

The President of the European Parliament Mr Jerzy 

Buzek and the President of the Polish Sejm, Ms Ewa 

Kopacz invited the ILO Office Director for social 

security Mr Michael Cichon to address the Joint 

Parliamentary Meeting on social cohesion and 

demographic change. He summarized a number of 

essential facts about demographic change and its impact, 

he outlined the social and economic pressures resulting 

from demographic change and parallel economic 

developments, and listed some policy options identified 

by the ILO in its 2010 publication “Employment and 

social protection in the new demographic context”. 

 

Decent Work Research Prize awarded to 
Luxemburgish professor  

 

 

 

The ILO Decent Work Research Prize has been 

awarded to the Luxemburgish Professor Eve C. Landau, 

Director of Studies at the International Faculty of 

Comparative Law in Luxembourg. She was awarded for 

her contribution to the advancement of knowledge on 

ILO standards, labour law and social justice. The ILO-

Brussels office congratulates Ms Landau with this real 

achievement.  

http://actrav.itcilo.org/index_en.php
http://lempnet.itcilo.org/en/tcas/about-itcilo-actemp
http://lempnet.itcilo.org/en/cabeo
http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_165750/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_165750/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/press-and-media-centre/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_166243/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/press-and-media-centre/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_166243/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/emppolicy/pubs/WCMS_125308/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/emppolicy/pubs/WCMS_125308/lang--en/index.htm
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New ILO study says greener economies will 
require development of new green job skills 

 

 

 

A joint ILO-EC project on Knowledge Sharing on Early 

Identification of Skill Needs for the low-carbon 

economy has recently been completed. The project 

covered over 30 countries worldwide, both developed 

and developing. In the framework of this project three 

reports were published discussing how skill needs for 

the low-carbon economy can best be anticipated, skills 

and occupational needs in the renewable energy sector 

and the skills and occupational needs in the green 

building sector.  The issue of skills for a low-carbon 

economy is very relevant to the EU, and reflected in 

recent EU positions such as the Agenda for new skills 

and jobs of the European Parliament.   

 

World Aids Day: "Getting to zero in the 
workplace" 

 

 

On 1st December 2011, the world celebrated “World 

Aids Day”. This year’s theme was "Getting to Zero", 

referring to the UNAIDS objectives “Zero New HIV 

Infections. Zero Discrimination. Zero AIDS Related 

Deaths” for 2011-2015. This year also marked the ten 

year anniversaries of ILO/AIDS, its partnership with 

UNAIDS and the adoption of the ILO Code of Practice 

on HIV/AIDS and the world of work.  In 2010, the 

International Labour Conference adopted the first 

international labour standard on HIV and AIDS and the 

World of Work (ILO Recommendation No. 200) which 

provides sound guidance on addressing human rights, 

job security and access to health care from a workplace 

perspective. 

 

 

 

New ILO-ITC training catalogue  

 

The International Training Centre of the ILO Turin has 

published its 2012 training catalogue containing 

information on the academies and courses on domestic 

workers, social protection floor, labour inspection, 

gender equality and non-discrimination, the Decent 

Work Agenda, etc…   

 

Best wishes for 2012 

 

The ILO-Brussels’ office wishes everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a magnificent New Year! 

  

Scheduled meetings 

List of scheduled ILO meetings 

Contact us 

For more information on the ILO’s activities, please 

contact: 

ILO-Brussels 

rue Aimé Smekensstraat 40 

B-1030 Brussels 

Belgium 

Phone: +32 (0)2 736 59 42 

Fax: +32 (0)2 735 48 25 

http://www.ilo.org/skills/pubs/WCMS_166824/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/skills/pubs/WCMS_166824/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---ifp_skills/documents/publication/wcms_166823.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---ifp_skills/documents/publication/wcms_166823.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/skills/pubs/WCMS_166822/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/skills/pubs/WCMS_166822/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2011/2067
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2011/2067
http://www.ilo.org/aids/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_142613.pdf
http://www.itcilo.org/en/training-offer/Courses_Catalogue_2012_web.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_157970.pdf
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Email: ilo-brussels-press@ilo.org 

Website: www.ilo.org/brussels  

mailto:ilo-brussels-press@ilo.org
http://www.ilo.org/brussels

