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Research Handbook on Climate Change, Migration
and the Law

Research Handbooks in Climate Law series

Edited by Benoît Mayer, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Chinese
University of Hong Kong and François Crépeau, Hans & Tamar
Oppenheimer Professor in Public International Law, Faculty of Law,
McGill University, Canada

This comprehensive Research Handbook provides an overview of the
debates on how the law does, and could, relate to migration
exacerbated by climate change. It contains conceptual chapters on the
relationship between climate change, migration and the law, as well as
doctrinal and prospective discussions regarding legal developments in different domestic contexts
and in international governance.

‘The breadth and depth this book brings to the legal issues surrounding climate-related
displacement and migration are simply unmatched. The contributors explain the conceptual
difficulties in identifying “climate migrants,” analyze the weaknesses in the current legal and
institutional framework, identify gaps, and propose innovative solutions. The volume should be
read by everyone interested in the topic, from those learning about it for the first time to
policymakers trying to address one of the most difficult challenges climate change poses.’
– John H. Knox, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment and Wake Forest
University, School of Law, US

‘While many publications on the climate change-migration nexus present a specific and oftentimes
narrow approach to this topic, Mayer and Crépeau succeed in bringing together a wealth of
different and sometimes contradicting perspectives. The Research Handbook is a comprehensive
and thought-provoking collection of high-quality contributions and thus essential reading for
everyone interested in the current state of art in a field that addresses one of the biggest
challenges of the 21st century.’
– Walter Kälin, University of Bern, Germany
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