
Protecting Workers and the World of 
Business from HIV and AIDS
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he government, businesses and workers pledged to 
promote HIV and AIDS awareness in the workplace in a 
bid to tackle the high prevalence of the disease among 

workers. The pledge was announced at an event on Sunday, 
on 27 November 2011, ahead of World AIDS Day which 
falls on Thursday, in conjunction with the commemoration 
of the 2011 World AIDS Day. Under the theme “Protect 
Workers and the World of Business from HIV and AIDS”, the 
commemoration was attended by Vice President Boediono 
and the Minister of Manpower and Transmigration Muhaimin 
Iskandar. 

Vice President Boediono said that Indonesia’s fi ght against 
HIV was not on target to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals, despite good statistics, such as a low prevalence rate 
and declining mortality rates. Thus, the vice president also 
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We need to 
improve the 
health service 

network for people 
with HIV and AIDS, 
involve the society 
in HIV and AIDS 
prevention, improve 
coordination for 
relevant stakeholders, 
improve information 
systems and mobilize 
funds to better handle 
HIV and AIDS.

highlighted fi ve important steps to prevent the spread of HIV 
and AIDS, including expanding service facilities, promoting 
public participation in the prevention of the disease and 
improving management of all parties and institutions 
involved with HIV and AIDS-related issues. The fourth step 
was to improve the information system, while the fi fth was to 
mobilize funding to handle HIV/AIDS cases across the country.

Meanwhile, Manpower Minister Muhaimin stated that 
a Ministerial Decree on HIV and AIDS awareness in the 
workplace had been in place since 2004, although its main 
focus was on preventing discrimination against infected 
workers. “This new campaign will be a special reminder 
about the importance of promoting HIV and AIDS awareness 
through the workplace, in light of the fact that 85 percent of 
those living with the disease are of a productive age,” he said. 

From left to right: Fauzi Wibowo, Governor of DKI Jakarta, Muhaiminn Iskandar, Minister of Manpower and 
Transmigration, Boediono, Vice President of the Republic of Indonesia, Nafsiah Mboi, Secretary General of the National 
AIDS Prevention Commission, and E.E Mangindaan, Minister of Transportation.



To emphasize the importance of workplaces 
as the key location for HIV and AIDS 
prevention and care programmes, tripartite 
representatives from government, workers’ 
and employers’ organization pledged the 
Tripartite Commitment declared and signed 
in 2003 during the commemoration. The 
Commitment urges all parties, especially 
the private sector, to collaborate in 
preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS through 
workplace prevention programmes and to 
work together under a tripartite framework 
in dealing with stigma and discrimination 
against workers. 

An estimated 36.4 percent of 
all HIV/AIDS cases in Indonesia 
are among those aged 20 to 
29, making them the highest-
risk demographic. The next 
highest-risk group is the 30 to 
39 group, which accounts for 
34.5 percent of those living 
with HIV and AIDS. In addition, 
according to the Ministry of 
Health, the number of HIV 
cases reported in the country 
increased from 2,369 in 2005 to 
4,158 cases in 2010. More than 
25 per cent of those diagnosed 
with HIV and AIDS in 2009 were 
women—dramatically increased 
from 2.5 per cent in 1999.

In addition, Nafsiah Mboi, 
the Secretary-General of the 
National AIDS Prevention 
Commission, stated that the 
commission would focus raising awareness in sectors with 
employees at high risk of contracting HIV, such as the mining, 
plantation, construction and transportation sectors. “We will 
cooperate with the Ministry of Manpower and Transmigration. 
The campaign will be integrated with the safety and health in 
the workplace campaign,” she said as quoted by the Jakarta 
Post.

Around 6,700 people, including students, workers, 
businessmen, government offi cials and NGOs attended the 

commemoration, including the Minister of 
Transportation, EE Mangindaan and the 
Jakarta Governor, Fauzi Bowo. The ILO 
through its HIV and AIDS Project and the 
Migrant Workers Project supported 750 
members of trade unions and migrant 
workers union to participate in the 
commemoration. 
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This new campaign will be a special 
reminder about the importance of 
promoting HIV and AIDS awareness 

through the workplace, in light of the 
fact that 85 percent of those living with the 
disease are of a productive age.

Muhaimin Iskandar,
Minister of Manpower and Transmigration

Peter van Rooij, the Country Director of the ILO in Indonesia, 
(second from the left) during the 2011 World AIDS Day together 
with Mudji Handaya, the Director General on Labour Inspection, 
Myra Hanartani, the Director General on Industrial Relations and 
Muhaimin Iskandar, Minister of Manpower and Transmigration.
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