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Institutional Section  INS 
  

Date:  2 Novem ber 2020  
Original:  English   

Fourteenth item on the agenda 

Complaint concerning non -observance by 

Bangladesh of the Labour Inspection Convention, 

1947 (No. 81), the Freedom of Association and 

Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 

1948 (No. 87), and the Right  to Organise and 

Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98)  
 At its 337th Session (October ȿNovember 2019) the Governing Body had before it a report 

of the Officers regarding a complaint concerning non -observance by the Government of 
Bangladesh of th e Labour Inspection Convention, 1947 (No. 81), the Freedom of 
Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87), and the 
Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98), submitted under 
article 26 of the IL O Constitution by several WorkersɄ deleg ates to the 108th Session 
(June 2019) of the International Labour Conference.  1 

 Having considered that the complaint was receivable insofar as it met the conditions 
established in article 26 of the ILO Constitution, the Govern ing Body requested the 
Director -General to forward the complaint to the Government of Bangladesh, inviting it 
to communicate its observations on the complaint by 30 January 2020, and to include 
this item on the agenda of the 338th Session of the Governing Body (March 2020).  

 
1 GB.337/INS/13/1 . 

http://www.ilo.org/gb
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_725650.pdf
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 The 338th Session, originally scheduled for 12 ȿ26 March 2020, did not take place in view 
of the restrictions to meetings and travel in place since early March as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Consideration of this item on the agenda was deferred to a future 
session of the Governing Body. With the subsequent reinforcement of travel and 
meeting restrictions in most countries and having due regard to the need to protect the 
health and well -being of everyone, the Governing Body  decided, through a vote by 
correspondence to cancel the 338th bis and 339th Sessions of the Governing Body 
scheduled for 25 May and 6 June 2020, respectively.  

 The Government provided initial information on the situation of freedom of association 
in the co untry in a communication dated 23 October 2019 and submitted its additional 
observations in a communication dated 30 January 20 20. By a communication dated 15  
September 2020, a copy of which is appended to the present document (see appendix), 
the Governmen t reiterated and updated its previous observations.  

 In accordance with article 26 of the Constitution, it is for the Governing Body to take the 
necessary decisions concerning future action on this complaint.  

u Draft decision  

 In view of the information commu nicated by the Government of Bangladesh on the 
situation of freedom of association in the country and taking due note both of the 
GovernmentɄs commitment to continue to further improve the overall situation 
and to address the outstanding issues before the supervisory bodies , the 
Governing Body , on the recommendation of its  Officers : 

(a) requested the Government to develop, with the support of the Office and of 
the secretariat of the WorkersɄ and EmployersɄ groups, and in full consultation 
with the social partners concerned, a time -bound roadmap of actions with 
tangible outcomes to address all the outstanding issues mentioned in the 
complaint submitted under article 26 to the 108th Session of the International 
Labour Conference (2019);  

(b)  requested the Governm ent to report on progress made in th at  regard to the 
Governing Body at its next session ; and  

(c) defer red  the decision on further action in respect of the complaint until its 
341st Session (March 2021).  
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u Appendix  

Observations of the Government of Bangladesh  
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