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1. The Governing Body, at its 301st Session in March 2008, decided to send a tripartite 
delegation to the XVIII World Congress on Safety and Health at Work and the Safety and 
Health Summit (Seoul, Republic of Korea, 29 June–2 July) jointly organized by the 
International Labour Office, the International Social Security Association (ISSA) and the 
Korea Occupational Safety and Health Agency (KOSHA). The high-level Safety and 
Health Summit was held on 29 June prior to the opening of the World Congress and 
provided a platform for debate on ways further to promote occupational safety and health 
worldwide. 

2. The Summit brought together 46 influential leaders and decision-makers involved in the 
enhancement of occupational safety and health; among them were Ms S. Pillai 
(representing the Government group of the Governing Body), Sir Roy Trotman (Worker 
Vice-Chairperson of the Governing Body) and Mr T. Suzuki (representing the Employers’ 
group of the Governing Body) as well as Mr A. Diop (Executive Director, Social 
Protection Sector). Other participants included ministers of labour, representatives of 
employers’ and workers’ organizations, top managers of multinational enterprises, 
occupational safety and health authorities and institutes, and social security institutions.  

3. Based on a review of the latest developments and the current situation in safety and health, 
the Summit resulted in a political accord on the value of safe and healthy workplaces in the 
form of the Seoul Declaration on Safety and Health at Work (appendix). The Declaration 
was unanimously adopted and signed by the Summit participants as a commitment to 
placing occupational safety and health high on national and international agendas. The 
Declaration provides practitioners with a powerful tool in mobilizing political support to 
realize occupational safety and health objectives. 
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4. The World Congress provided an outstanding opportunity for safety and health dialogue 
for over 4,500 participants, 1,800 of whom were from international backgrounds. The ILO 
opened the plenary session with a video message from the Director-General, followed by a 
keynote presentation recounting the recent advances and emerging issues in the field of 
occupational safety and health. Thereafter, a number of parallel sessions were held. These 
included technical sessions, regional meetings and symposia covering an array of 
occupational safety and health concerns. The various sessions proved to be an opportunity 
to share knowledge and scientific research enabling further international collaboration on 
safety and health. The Congress ended with an invitation from the representative of the 
Turkish Government to meet in Istanbul, Turkey in 2011 for the XIX World Congress on 
Safety and Health at Work. 

 
 

Geneva, 3 October 2008.  
 

Submitted for information.  
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