Department of Public Information
Non-Governmental Organizations

DPI/NGO Relations invites you to a
Briefing
“Forced Labour:
The Cost of Coercion”
Thursday, 14 May 2009

10:15 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.*

Economic and Social Council Chamber

Background Information

In 1930, the International Labour Organization ()Uoadened the definition of slavery in its
Convention to include ‘forced or compulsdapor.” The Convention defines forced or
compulsory labour, in this way:

"...all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any
penalty and for which the said person has not offered himsdf voluntarily."
(article 2.1)

According to the United Nations, 4 million peoplgear are traded against their will to work in a
form of servitude. Forced labour takes many difféiforms including debt bondage, sex-
trafficking and slavery. This sort of coerciomist limited to any particular region of the world,
but rather is a global problem. Victims generaltiginate from poverty stricken countries within
Africa, Asia, and, Latin America. However, 350,08@n and women forced into labour come
from industrialized countries. The ILO will be tazhing its Global Report on Forced Labour and
Trafficking on 12 May in Geneva. The report has meunbers regarding the price of coercion, as
well as the numerous lessons learned from actakentto combat the issue of forced labour and
trafficking. The ILO has been promoting a globdiealce for the purpose of achieving the
eradication of forced labour worldwide. In spitetloi international effort to condemn the
practice, the use of forced labour continues alamming rate. This week’s briefing will look at
what new tactics are being employed to combatiskise and what steps must still be taken to
create a world where human labour cannot be bought.




All Briefings Begin Promptly at 10:15 a.m.

Moderator: Maria-Luisa Chavez; Chief, NGO Section, Department of Public Information
(DPI)

Panel Speakers
Roger Plant, Head, ILO Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour

Robert Moossy, Director, Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit, United States Department
of Justice

Maria Sanchez, formerly trafficked woman, Mexico

The Panel discussion will befollowed by a Question and Answer period.

Briefings are held in the Dag Hammarskjold Libréwyditorium from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. unles
otherwise indicated. United Nations-produced videglgevant to the Briefing theme are sometim
screened during the Briefing. For Briefing infotina please call the DPI/NGO Information Line g
+1-212-963-7709 or +1-917-367-9380, or e-ns&ittionld@un.orgFor information pertaining to UN
passes, please call +1-212-963-7233 or e-mail hul@y To receive the Briefing information
electronically and to be added to our e-mailing [i¢ease e-maipingo@un.orgYou can also visit the
DPI/NGO Section website aww.un.org/dpi/ngosectigrwhere an archived web cast of the briefings

may also be available.

Requests for guest passes should be faxed on organization letterhead to the NGO Resource Centre
at 212-963-2819 at least two days prior to the briefing. The guest passes should be picked up from
the Lobby of the General Assembly Building between 9:30 a.m. -10 am. Those who arrive after
10:00 a.m. will have to pick up their passesfrom the NGO Resource Centre. NGOs are reminded

that Briefings start promptly at 10:15 a.m.




