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Figure 1C: Age-Specific Fertility Rate, 1995-2010 

Notes: The data stems from the 2010 UN World Population Prospects data base. The fertility rate is

measured by the number of births per 1,000 women. More developed regions comprise Europe,

Northern America, Australia/New Zealand and Japan.

Figure 1B: Unemployment Rates (%), by Age and Gender, Uganda 

2005/6

Notes: Unemployment is defined as those who actively wanted a job but did not participate in any

employment activities, inclusively self-employment and agricultural works).  

Figure 1A: Female Population by Age, 2010

Notes: The data stems from the 2010 UN World Population Prospects data base. More developed

regions comprise Europe, Northern America, Australia/New Zealand and Japan.
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Economic and Reproductive Health Challenges are 
Interlinked 

Teen pregnancy and motherhood  lower human capital 
accumulation in youth [Field and Ambrus, 2008] 

 

Lack of future labor market opportunities  lower incentives to 
invest in human capital [Jensen, 2012], increase likelihood to 
engage in risky behaviors [Dupas, 2011] 

 

YET, 

Many policy interventions targeted to youth focus on: 

• HIV education and related issue to reduce risky behaviors 

 OR 

• Vocational training to improve labor market outcomes 
 

 

 

 



This paper: 

• Provide evidence from an intervention that attempts to  
simultaneously tackle economic, health and broader 
empowerment challenges 

 
• BRAC’s Empowerment and Livelihood for Adolescents (ELA) 

program: 
• Establishes community youth clubs for girls 
• And provides:  

1. Life skills training (peers) to build knowledge and reduce risky 
behaviors 

2. Vocational skills training (professionals) to improve self-
employment opportunities  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Evaluation Strategy 

• BRAC chose 10 branches for the ELA evaluation 

– 5 branches in semi-urban Kampala and Mukono 

– 5 branches in rural Iganda and Jinja 

– A branch has a radius of roughly 4km (depending on 
population density, could be smaller) 

• 15 communities in 10 branches were identified for ELA clubs 

• Within each branch, 10 communities were selected to receive 
a club, 5 as controls 

• Listing of all adolescent girls in 150 communities 

 

• 5,966 girls (~40 per community) were surveyed at baseline – 
30% of all girls in these communities 

 

 

 



Impact on Entrepreneurship Skills 









Impact on Empowerment 



Cost-Benefit Analysis of the ELA Program 

• Total cost of the program is $366K in year 1, $232 in 
year 2 [set-up costs are sunk] 

• Cost per potential beneficiary [relevant group for our 
ITT analysis] is $17.9 in year 2 

• Corresponds to 

–  .54% of hh income at baseline 

– 21% of annual pce of an adolescent girl on sub-set 
of goods we asked them about 

• Weigh this against reduction in fertility, inc in 
employment, and drop in sex against her will 


