Zambian Members of Parliament take part in
Disability Equality Training

Zambian Members of Parliament, ILO and UNICEF staff, and DET facilitator.
Photo: B. Zimba

In early August 2009, 18 Zambian parliamentarigtended a two-day
workshop on Disability Equality Training (DET) inhdamba, jointly
organized by the ILO-Irish Aid Partnership Prograenamd UNICEF.
DET represents a hew approach to make sure thaettas of people
with disabilities are taken into account in progna@s, projects and
services.
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Alongside workshop participants, DET facilitator, Maureen Gilbert, shown in grey and
red dress above, and ILO Ethiopia Regional TechnidaDfficer on Disability, Pia

Korpinen, shown wearing light brown shawl, review esponses to an interactive exercise.
Photo: B. Zimba

DET workshops are highly interactive and provideapunities to reflect
upon new and different ways to promote more ingkisiocieties.

Above, workshop participants review responses piexviduring an
interactive exercise focusing on understandinghiisaand how persons
with disabilities are regarded in society and @atdo in laws, policies,
programmes and services.
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From left to right, Gabriel Fernandez, Chief of Chid Protection UNICEF Zambia,
Elspeth Erickson, Deputy Representative UNICEF Zamta and The Honourable Jean
Kapata, Chair of the Parliamentary Caucus on Childen. Photo: B. Zimba

In the outcome statement issued following the waoks Zambian
Members of Parliament representing influential cottees pledged to
ensure that the needs of people with disabilitiesraflected in relevant
laws and policies, promote disability inclusion afttional and
constituency levels and persuade Government tofyratie UN

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaleiti
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PROTEA HOTELS

Gerry Finnegan, Director, ILO Representative for Malawi, Mozambique and
Zambia. Photo: B. Zimba

Gerry Finnegan, Director, ILO Representative forldwa, Mozambique
and Zambia stated that “opportunities for decentkwior people with
disabilities must be promoted through greater act¢eseducation and
skills training, and through open employment arltesmployment.”
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Elspeth Erickon, UNICEF Zambia Deputy Representatie. Photo: B. Zimba

Elspeth Erickson, UNICEF Zambia's Deputy Reprederga stressed
that “society must adapt to ensure that all chiidieespective of gender
and disability, can enjoy the human rights thatianerent to their human
dignity, without discrimination of any kind.”
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In back, from left to right, George Mubita, ILO Zam bia National Programme
Coordinator on Disability and lan Plaskett, UNICEF Zambia’s Child Rights Officer. In
front, left to right, Gerry Finnegan, ILO Representative for Malawi, Mozambique and
Zambia and Elspeth Erickon, UNICEF Zambia Deputy Representative.

According to the UN, some 690,000 to 1 million wanand men in
Zambia, or 7 to 10 per cent of the population, headesability. They
make up at least 20 per cent of people living ingpty. Neither the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) nor the fulM@géopment of the
country can achieved without the inclusion of peopith disabilities.

END
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