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Discussion of DA before the SDC 
 G8: More on development aid than the means by 

which to promote the DA 

 UN: Social development 

 OECD: Aid effectiveness 

 

 DA for reducing the dev’t gap and poverty focused on 
MDGs 

 Donor countries criticized for having not met their aid 
commitments. 
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Progress of MDGs 
 The implementation of MDGs not fast enough for 

these goals to be realistically achieved by 2015 

 The outcome discrepancy varied depending on the goal, 
the region, and the country 

 In the Sub-Saharan African region, indicators point to 
little if any progress toward the achievement of the 
MDGs 

 Since 2008, the food, energy, and financial crises have 
served as obstacles to progress 
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Motivation 
 The need for a new dev’t consensus to reduce poverty 

and narrow the development gap in the world 
economy 

 The crisis disproportionately affected the most 
vulnerable in the poorest countries and slowed progress 
toward the achievement of the MDGs 

 The need to articulate a new agenda for shared 
prosperity to consolidate the G20 as the premier forum 
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DA in the G20 before the Seoul 
Summit 
 How to secure financial resources of MDBs 

 Establishment of the GAFSP 

 Financial inclusion 

 

 The importance of reducing the dev’t gap and missions 
of MDBs emphasized (Pittsburgh Summit) 

 Growing concern on ‘how to find new drivers of 
aggregate demand and more enduring sources of 
global growth’ as the recession protracted 
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Korea’s initiative 
 Expressed the idea of including the dev’t issue in the G20 

summit agenda (Lee Myung-bak in Davos Forum in Jan. 
2010) 

 Korea Would assist in bridging the gap between developing, 
emerging and developed countries with its dev’t experience 

 

 To fit within the frame of the G20 goals 

 To contribute to reducing the dev’t gap and achieving dev’t 
goals 

 To diffentiate, yet complement existing dev’t efforts, 
avoiding duplication 
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Development Issue Paper 
 Focus on economic growth and minimize duplication 

with existing efforts 

 Identify obstacles to the economic growth and 
implement feasible policies to raise the growth 
potential 

 Organize development working group to promote 
practical outcomes of DA in the G20 Seoul Summit 
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DWG 
 Responsible for choosing and following up a multi-year 

action plan 
 Identified the nine ‘key pillars’ as main promotion areas of 

the development agenda: 
 infrastructure 
 private investment and job creation 
 human resource development 
 trade 
 financial inclusion 
 growth with resilience 
 food security 
 domestic resource mobilization 
 and knowledge sharing 

 

 
 

9 



Promoting a consensus on Korea’s 
initiative 
 The Seoul Development Conference 

 Active consultations with member countries 

 Outreach activities w/ regional organizations 
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Outcome Documents on the DA of 
the Seoul Summit 
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Annex I 
SDC for Shared 
Growth 

Annex II 
Multi-Year Action 
Plan on 
Development 

SEOUL SUMMIT LEADERS‘ DECLARATION 
 

SEOUL SUMMIT DOCUMENT 



SDC and MYAP in Nine Key Pillars 

12 

SEOUL DEVELOPMENT CONSENSUS 
 

G20 DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES 

Multi-Year Action Plan on Development in Nine Key Pillars 
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Six G20 Development Principles 
(Annex I: SDC for shared growth) 
1. Focus on economic growth: More robust and 

sustainable economic growth in LICs with their 
capacity to achieve the MDGs.  

2. Global development partnership: Engage 
developing countries, particularly LICs, as equal 
partners, respecting their national ownership 

3. Global or regional systemic issues: Prioritize 
actions that tackle global or regional systemic issues 
such as regional integration. Focus on systemic 
issues to create synergies for maximum development 
impact. 
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Six G20 Development Principles 
4. Private sector participation: Promote private 

sector involvement and innovation. 

5. Complementarity: Differentiate yet complement 
existing development efforts 

6. Outcome orientation: Focus on feasible, practical 
and accountable measures to address clearly 
articulated problems that are serious blockages to 
significantly improving growth prospects for 
developing countries. 

14 



Multi-Year Action Plan on 
Development [1] 
 Infrastructure: develop comprehensive infrastructure 

action plans (WB and RDBs; June-November 2011) and 
establish a G20 High-Level Panel for infrastructure 
investment (G20; November 2011) 

 HRD: create internally comparable skills indicators 
(WB, ILO, OECD and UNESCO; June 2012) and 
enhance national employable skills strategies (MDBs, 
ILO, OECD and UNESCO; 2012) 

 Trade: enhance trade capacity and access to markets 
(G20; 2011 and beyond; Feb, June, July 2011) 
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Multi-Year Action Plan on 
Development [2] 
 Private investment and job creation: support 

responsible value-adding private investment and job 
creation (G20, UNCTAD, UNDP, ILO, ILP, OECD and 
MDBs; June, November 2011; Summer, June 2012) 

 Food security: enhance policy coherence and 
coordination, mitigate risk in price volatility and enhance 
protection for the most vulnerable (G20, FAO, IFAD, WFP, 
WTO, UNCTAD, CFS, OECD, IMF and WB; March, June 
2011; Medium-term) 

 Growth with resilience: support developing countries to 
strengthen and enhance social protection programs and 
facilitate the flow of international remittances (UNDP, 
MDBs, Global Remittance Working Group; June, 
November 2011) 

16 



Multi-Year Action Plan on 
Development [3] 
 Financial inclusion: establish the global partnership for 

financial inclusion; SME finance challenge and finance 
framework for financial inclusion; implement the action 
plan for financial inclusion (G20; November 2011) 

 Domestic resource mobilization: support the 
development of more effective tax systems and support 
work to prevent erosion of domestic tax revenues (OECD, 
UN, IMF, WB, Inter-American Center for Tax 
Administration, African Tax Administration and Global 
Forum; June 2011; Medium-term) 

 Knowledge sharing: enhance the effectiveness and reach 
of knowledge sharing (TT-SSC, UNDP, June 2011) 
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Significance 
 First consensus w/in the G20 to articulate a DA within 

their framework, recognizing LICs as partners and 
potential engines of growth 

 Expected to serve as a turning point in the dominant 
discourse of international development agendas which 
have been centered on MDGs 
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Distinctions [1] 
 Focus on achievement of economic growth by building 

the capacity of LICs by strengthening their growth 
potential and nurturing their ability to help 
themselves 

 Stress the importance of country-specific approach: 
‘One-size-does-not-fit-all’ dev’t approach  

 Emphasize how to remove obstacles to dev’t, instead of 
additional commitment to provide financial resources 
to developing countries 
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Distinctions [2] 
 Follow up in nine key pillars by specifying the actors 

and timeframe to identify bottlenecks and draw 
solutions 

 Differentiate, yet complement existing development 
efforts such as UN(social dev’t), G8(financial resource 
for dev’t) and OECD(aid effectiveness) 

 Pursue close cooperation with international dev’t 
organizations to establish partnerships between 
emerging donors (China, India and Brazil) and OECD 
DAC countries as well as implement action plans 
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Widely Accepted Consensus 
 Adopted a development paradigm as part of 

Framework mandate + specific projects  

 Emphasis on Food security, HRD, Dev’t knowledge 
sharing 

 African leaders “the Seoul Consensus is an African 
Consensus” 
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Shortfall? [1] 
 Too much emphasis on infrastructure and private 

sector-led growth, w/ little attention to social 
development 

 Complementary to MDGs which has been from time to 
time said to be biased toward human development w/o 
appropriate attention to trade and infrastructure 
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Shortfall? [2] 
 Little attention to procuring financial resources 

 Somewhat inevitable in the process of consensus 
building;  

 established consensus exists that new sources of funding 
is necessary;  

 AMC, Diaspora Bonds, taxation regime for bunker fuels, 
tobacco taxes, and a range of different financial taxes, 
including financial transaction tax, discussed 
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Shortfall? [3] 
 

 Lacks concrete actions, and provides no new 
mechanism to follow-up 

 Specific projects were defined;  

 Missions were given to global actors for the 
implementation and  

 the DWG will continue to monitor the MYAP 
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Alternative Paradigm? 
 Failed to incorporate green growth into the 

development agenda 

 Green growth policies as a whole remain for the time 
being controversial area whether they have to be 
explicitly incorporated in the development agenda for 
developing countries 

   => If a consensus can be built on green growth and 
incorporated into the G20 development agenda in one 
of the coming G20 summits, it will make a historic 
agenda which outdo the SDC. 
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Thank you! 

26 


