
   

 

 

ILO’s Cooperative Legislation Package 
 

Central to ILO’s mandate is a system of international labour standards that promote opportunities for women 

and men to obtain decent and productive work, in conditions of freedom, equity, security and dignity. There 

is a renaissance of interest in cooperatives, as democratically owned and controlled enterprises, in achieving 

socially inclusive sustainable development. ILO’s Promotion of Cooperatives Recommendation, 2002 (No. 

193) has proven to be highly relevant for the revival of cooperative enterprises in many parts of the world. 

Based on Recommendation 193, the ILO’s Cooperative Legislation Package consists of three products, 

intended as a reference for lawmakers, co-operators, workers’ and employers’ organizations, researchers and 

students alike. It is ILO’s contribution to the legal framework pillar of the International Cooperative 

Alliance’s Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade, developed by the international cooperative movement.  

 

The Story of the ILO’s Promotion of Cooperatives 

Recommendation, 2002 (No. 193)  
This report sets out to answer some key questions on Recommendation No. 193: the 

role it played in the revival of cooperative enterprises around the world; the 

practical and contemporary framework it provided for the development of new 

cooperative legislation and policies; and the countries that have used it in revising 

and reforming their cooperative legislation and policies. In addition, the report 

provides an overview of the reasons as to why an update to an earlier standard on 

cooperatives was needed, the process towards the adoption of the new standard, 

how Recommendation No. 193 has been used since its adoption; and the impact it 

has had on legislation, policies and practices around the world. Available at: 

http://www.ilo.org/empent/units/cooperatives/WCMS_371631/lang--en/index.htm  
 

Promoting cooperatives: An information guide to ILO 

Recommendation No. 193, second revised edition 
The first edition of this Guide to the Recommendation was published in 2004 and has 

remained in demand although out of print for many years with repeated calls for a 

reprint. The new edition comes at an opportune time for those who want to know 

more about ILO Recommendation No. 193 and to use it as a basis for developing law 

and policies on cooperatives. The guide also shows why and how one needs to 

campaign for and promote the cooperative business model with policy makers. It is 

aimed for use by cooperatives, governments, employers’ and workers’ organizations 

to help them in their efforts to leverage the advantage of the cooperative model toward achieving sustainable 

development. Available at: http://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/WCMS_311447/lang--en/index.htm 

 

Guidelines for cooperative legislation, third revised edition 
The ILO has played a key role in providing guidance and advice on the creation of 

enabling environments for cooperative development at national, regional and 

international levels. In the mid-1990s it first commissioned the elaboration of the 

guidelines for cooperative legislation to fill the gap of information on how to draft a 

cooperative law and policy. In 2005 a second edition was produced to provide 

information on two new international instruments on cooperatives – the United 

Nations Guidelines aimed at creating a supportive environment for the development 

of cooperatives, and the 2002 ILO Recommendation No. 193 on the promotion of 

cooperatives. Available at: 

http://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/WCMS_195533/lang--en/index.htm   


