
Classification of activities of persons in relation to the System of National Accounts
Paid employment 1

Activities of employees remunerated in cash or kind

Self employment in market enterprises 2

Activities of employers, own account workers, members of producers' cooperatives and contributing 
family workers in units producing goods or services for the market

Subsistence work
Self employment work in own household or another household with family ties that produces goods 

mainly for own final use 34

Volunteer work in market or non-market enterprises 6

Volunteer work in households that produce goods for own final use 6

Volunteer work in households that produce services for own final use 6

Unpaid household service work  5

Unpaid work in own household or another household with family ties that producte services for own final 
use

Outside the SNA

Participating in:

Within the SNA

Productive activities

(activities in units that produce 
goods and services included in 

the general production boundary 
of the SNA)

Non-productive activities

Notes 1
2

3
4
5

6

Education, training, study;
Leisure and culture;
Self care (eating, sleeping, grooming, etc.);
Begging and stealing (unless acquired goods are sold)

Volunteer work is performed without pay to advance a cause or produce a benefit that primarily helps someone other than one’s own 
household or family.  Volunteer work may be carried out in units that produce goods or services.  Such units may be market enterprises, 
non-market organisations or households with no family ties that produce for own final use.

Including domestic paid employment.
All activities in this category occur in household unincorporated market enterprises. Some goods or services produced may be consumed 
by the household.  Includes the production of goods or services that are exchanged for other goods or services (barter). Includes self 
employed workers rendering paid/remunerated domestic services to households.

A household with family ties relates to a household of which at least one member belongs to the family of the worker.
Considered in employment if such production comprises an important contribution to the total consumption of the household.

Household services (also known as domestic work) are services related to the maintenance, protection and care of the household's 
members (including pets), premises and equipment. They may include activities common to maids, cooks, waiters, valets, butlers, 
laundresses, gardeners, gatekeepers, stable-lads, chauffeurs, caretakers, governesses, babysitters, tutors and personal secretaries. The 
output of these services is consumed by the household to which the services are rendered.
Household services may be paid or unpaid.  When paid, the worker may be in paid employment or self employment and is a person 
engaged by households to render household services for payment in cash or in kind.  When unpaid, the worker may provide the service to 
his or her own household or to another household with family ties (i.e., as an unpaid household service) or to another household with no 
family ties (i.e., as volunteer work in the production of services by households).



Classification of workers in relation to the System of National Accounts

a b c d e

Non-market 
producers

Corporations or 
quasi-corporations

Household 
unincorporated 

market enterprises

Government or 
NPISHs

Households 
producing goods 
for own final use

Households 
producing 

services for own 
final use

1 Employees (paid in cash or in kind) employed employed employed employed employed

2 Self employed in market producer units employed employed

3 Self employed in own household or in another household with family ties, that produce for 
own final use employed not employed

4 Volunteer workers in market enterprises, non-market organisations or other households with 
no family ties, that produce goods or services employed employed employed employed not employed

Notes
a,b

1d, 1e

2

2a

3
3d

3e

4

4a,4b

4c

4d

4e

Are volunteer workers in non-market organisations that produce goods or services. The production of these units is included in SNA but there is ambiguity in the current international definition of employment concerning the 
inclusion of these workers in employment.

Are volunteer workers in households that produce goods for own final use.  In practice, the production of these goods is included in the SNA if the amount of the good produced for own final use within households is believed to be 
quantitatively important in relation to the total supply of that good in the country. There is ambiguity in the current international definition of employment concerning the inclusion of these workers in employment.

Are volunteer workers in households that produce services for own consumption.  The production of these services is excluded from the SNA.

Household producers for own final 
use

Are subsistence workers. According to the international definition of employment, these workers are included in employment if their production comprises an important contribution to the total consumption of the household.  In 
practice, the production for own final use of these household units is included in the SNA if the amount of the good produced for own final use within households is believed to be quantitatively important in relation to the total supply 
of that good in the country.  

Are unpaid household service providers. Household service providers (also known as domestic workers) work in households that render services to themselves related to the maintenance, protection and care of the household's 
members (including pets), premises and equipment. They may include activities common to maids, cooks, waiters, valets, butlers, laundresses, gardeners, gatekeepers, stable-lads, chauffeurs, caretakers, governesses, 
babysitters, tutors and personal secretaries. The output of these services are consumed by the household to which the services are rendered.  The production of these unpaid household services is excluded from the SNA.

A volunteer worker is a person who works without pay to advance a cause or produce a benefit that primarily helps someone other than one’s own household or family, in units that produce goods or services.
A volunteer worker works in units that produce goods or services.  Such units may be market enterprises, non-market organisations or other households with no family ties.

Are volunteer workers in market enterprises that produce goods or services. The production of these units is included in SNA but there is ambiguity in the current international definition of employment concerning the inclusion of 
these workers in employment.

Are paid domestic employees.   A paid domestic employee is a person engaged by households to render domestic services for payment in cash or in kind.

Includes self employed workers rendering domestic services to households in exchange for remuneration.

Relate to members of producers' cooperatives in countries where they are not treated as employees but as self employed.

A household with family ties relates to a household of which at least one member belongs to the family of the worker.

Market producer units may barter and consume part of their production.

Labour inputs to units which are:

Market producers

Category of worker



Classification of workers in relation to the System of National Accounts

a b c d

Non-market 
producers

Household 
producers for 
own final use

Corporations or 
quasi-

corporations

Household 
unincorporated 

market 
enterprises

Government or 
NPISHs

Households 
producing for 
own final use

1 employed employed employed employed

2 employed employed

3 goods employed

4 services not employed

5 goods employed employed employed employed

6 services employed employed employed not employed

Notes

a,b

1d

2

2a

3,4

3d

4d

5,6

5a,5b
, 
6a,6b

5c, 
6c

5d

6d Are volunteer workers in households that produce services for own consumption.  The production of these services is 
excluded from the SNA.

A household with family ties relates to a household of which at least one member belongs to the family of the worker.

Labour inputs to units which are:

Employees (paid in cash or in kind)

Self employed in market producer units

Self employed in own 
household or in another 
household with family ties, that 
produce for own final use

Category of worker

Market producers

Volunteer workers in market 
enterprises, non-market 
organisations or other 
households with no family ties, 
that produce goods or services

Market producer units may barter and consume part of their production.

Are paid domestic employees.   A paid domestic employee is a person engaged by households to render domestic 
services for payment in cash or in kind.

Are subsistence workers. According to the international definition of employment, these workers are included in 
employment if their production comprises an important contribution to the total consumption of the household.  In practice, 
the production for own final use of these household units is included in the SNA if the amount of the good produced for own 
final use within households is believed to be quantitatively important in relation to the total supply of that good in the 
country.  

Are volunteer workers in households that produce goods for own final use.  In practice, the production of these goods is 
included in the SNA if the amount of the good produced for own final use within households is believed to be quantitatively 
important in relation to the total supply of that good in the country. There is ambiguity in the current international definition 
of employment concerning the inclusion of these workers in employment.

Are volunteer workers in market enterprises that produce goods or services. The production of these units is included in 
SNA but there is ambiguity in the current international definition of employment concerning the inclusion of these workers in 
employment.

Are unpaid household service providers. Household service providers (also known as domestic workers) work in 
households that render services to themselves related to the maintenance, protection and care of the household's 
members (including pets), premises and equipment. They may include activities common to maids, cooks, waiters, valets, 
butlers, laundresses, gardeners, gatekeepers, stable-lads, chauffeurs, caretakers, governesses, babysitters, tutors and 
personal secretaries. The output of these services are consumed by the household to which the services are rendered.  
The production of these unpaid household services is excluded from the SNA.

A volunteer worker is a person who works without pay to advance a cause or produce a benefit that primarily helps 
someone other than one’s own household or family, in units that produce goods or services.
A volunteer worker works in units that produce goods or services.  Such units may be market enterprises, non-market 
organisations or other households with no family ties.

Relate to members of producers' cooperatives in countries where they are not treated as employees but as self employed.

Are volunteer workers in non-market organisations that produce goods or services. The production of these units is 
included in SNA but there is ambiguity in the current international definition of employment concerning the inclusion of 
these workers in employment.

These units may also produce some goods or services for own final use.  Includes the production of goods and services 
that are exchanged for other goods and services (barter). Includes self employed workers rendering domestic services to 
households in exchange for remuneration.


