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BACKGROUND 
• A regional development bank, 50 yrs., old  

 
• Membership: 78 (53 RMCs + 25 Non-RMCs (South Africa and 

Egypt and the 25 non-RMCs subscribe to the African 
Development Fund-ADF - The ADF resources emanate from contributions 

and periodic replenishments by ADF-State participants, usually on a 3-year basis) 
 

• 15 RMCs - middle-income countries (access resources through ADB 
window only; ADB resources obtained through capital market borrowings; provide 
loans to ADB countries on non-concessional terms. These resources are also used 
to support private sector projects in all countries through direct loans, LOC, etc.) 

 
• All the rest (access resources through ADF-grants, interest free loans;  include 

Nigeria which is a blend country accessing both ADB and ADF resources.) 
 

• 22 states in transition (access resources through both ADF and Transitional 

State Facility (TSF) windows) 
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AfDB’s interest in better data to better monitor the 
status of women in informal employment, unpaid 
work and work in rural areas and agriculture. 
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• AfDB unveiled it’s long term strategy (TYS-2013-
2022) last year as the roadmap to support  Africa’s 
transformation into a stable, well integrated and 
prosperous continent. 

• Two overarching objectives – aimed at improving the 
quality of growth for (i) inclusive and (ii) green 
development  

• Has 5 key priority areas: (i) infrastructure development, 
(ii) regional integration, (iii) private sector development, 
(iv) improved governance and accountability, and (v)skills 
and technology development.  
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• Gender, agriculture and food security, and 
state fragility  - special areas of emphasis in 
the implementation of the long term strategy. 

  
• Strategy will be implemented with a focused 

lens on improving gender equality, enhancing 
agriculture and food security, and mitigating 
state fragility. 

 
• Gender – at the center of AfDB operations. 

 



Opportunities and gaps in data and in the 
support system for gender statistics. 

• The Bank has invested well over $150 million in the 
last 10 years in statistical capacity building. 

• Regional focus, i.e., statistical activities that benefit 
all regional member countries (strengthening 
statistical systems.)  

• There are clearly opportunities for innovative ways 
for better coordination and for building broader 
partnerships to support statistical development on 
the continent. 

• The Bank is working within the framework of The 
2013 MOU among heads of MDBs and the UN on 
statistics for  post-2015  development agenda. 
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• Following signing of the MOU, and in view of the great 
challenges facing African countries, the AfDB set up an 
Africa Contact Group to coordinate capacity building 
activities specific to the African continent.  

• Address Africa specific data needs; Improve 
coordination of Technical Assistance (TA);  
Financial assistance to RMCs in priority areas of 

the respective institutions (Members are World Bank, IMF, 

UNSD and BMGF as observers: e.g., in working with countries which have 
expressed strong interest on SNA, the Africa Contact Group would seek 
to extend the work to include Integrated Household Surveys-to improve 
source data for NA, and to reduce cost of surveys.) 

• AfDB is also working through the Global Strategy for 
Improving Agriculture and Rural Statistics (partnership 
with FAO & UNECA) to further improve coordination of TA 
to RMCs to produce gender disaggregated data. 
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• Participating in the Evidence and Data for 
Gender Equality (EDGE) Project with UNSD 
and UN Women to support countries to pilot 
asset ownership and entrepreneurship 
surveys in African countries in order to 
generate the much needed gender 
indicators (for Bank’s strategic priorities).  



Modalities that support long-term statistical 
capacity building :  
• The Bank’s Statistical Capacity Building (SCB) Program 

has had a long-term perspective aimed at 
strengthening national statistical systems. 

• Rarely supports ad-hoc statistical projects (but rather 
use country NSDS) 

• Funding is generally approved by the Board in 3-year 
cycles. 

• Tapping into Trust Funds and other Bilateral Resources. 
• AfDB maintains its commitment to scale up its financial 

and technical support to member countries. We will also 

continue to assume leadership in building statistical capacity across the region as part of the 
Bank’s overarching mission to alleviate poverty and build sustainable and inclusive growth across 
the continent. 
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Thank you 
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