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Mr. Chair, 

Countries in many parts of the world have made significant progress in 
extending social protection, facilitating access to affordable housing and 
reducing poverty. Yet, millions of people are still homeless, live in inadequate 
housing or struggle with rising housing costs and many live in social and 
economic insecurity. Only 29 per cent of the global population has access to 
comprehensive social protection systems that provide a full range of protection 
throughout the life course, from maternity and child benefits to old-age 
pensions. However, 55 percent of the global population – four billion people – 
are left without any social protection. For many of them, the lack of social 
protection is associated with inadequate housing or may even lead to 
homelessness.  

The lack of social protection and access to adequate housing does not only 
put at risk people’s rights and dignity, but also undermines social cohesion, 
decent work and sustainable economic development. Universal access to 
comprehensive, adequate and sustainable social protection is an important 
building block to strengthen the capacities of all people to seize the 
opportunities offered by a changing world of work, as recently recognized by 
the ILO’s Centenary Declaration for the Future of Work, adopted last June and 
endorsed by the General Assembly.  
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Seventy-five years after the creation of the United Nations and this 
Commission, 25 years after the Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development, and five years into the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, we celebrate the progress achieved in many countries. Yet, we 
are aware that greater efforts are necessary to ensure that everyone has 
access to adequate social protection and to adequate housing. The Global 
Partnership for Universal Social Protection to Achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030 (USP2030), co-chaired by the World Bank and 
the ILO, offers a platform for governments and other organizations to promote 
universal social protection in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, and in particular target 1.3 of the sustainable development goals 
(SDG 1.3), based on the principles of (1) protection throughout the life cycle; 
(2) universal coverage; (3) national ownership; (4) sustainable and equitable 
financing; (5) participation and social dialogue. 

We are ten years away from 2030. In order to accelerate progress towards 
nationally appropriate social protection systems, including floors, and other 
development goals, including the right to adequate housing, important steps 
need to be taken, in line with guidance provided by international social security 
standards. These steps include: 

• Building national social protection systems, including floors, that 
guarantee at least a basic level of social security for all over the life cycle, 
including effective access to essential health care and income security, 
and progressively achieve higher levels of protection; 

• Accelerating progress towards universal social protection, ensuring 
universal access to comprehensive and adequate social protection for 
all; 

• Ensuring sustainable and equitable financing of social protection 
systems, and where necessary increasing fiscal space for social 
protection, based on the principles of risk sharing and solidarity in 
financing, thereby reinforcing the social contract; 

• Designing inclusive social protection systems that are non-
discriminatory, gender-sensitive, and responsive to special needs, 
including for persons with disabilities; 

• Adapting social protection systems to answer new and future needs and 
facilitate the profound transformations of our societies and economies; 

 
Mr. Chair, 
 
The challenge before us requires deliberate policy choices aimed at 
strengthening social protection systems, including floors, and facilitating 
access to adequate housing for all. The ILO remains committed to working 
towards these objectives as essential ingredients of decent work and social 
justice. 
 
Thank you. 


