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Excellences,  

 

On behalf of the International Labour Organization, I would like to express our gratitude to the 

Permanent Missions of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, France, UK, to UNICEF and to Street Art for 

Mankind for co-hosting this exhibition.   

 

I also would like, in particular to thank France, in the presence of his excellence, Ambassador 

Francois Dellattre for hosting the Centenary of the First World War Armistice celebrated in Paris 

over the weekend.  

 

The ILO Director General, Guy Ryder, was invited by President Macron and was there 

representing the ILO and reminding all of us of one of the core lessons from World War 1 which 

is:  if we want long and lasting peace, we need to cultivate social justice.  

 

In fact, the ILO was born from the ashes of that war in 1919 as part of the Treaty of Versailles 

and we will also celebrate our centenary next year in 2019. One of the first ILO Conventions was 

precisely the ILO Convention on Minimum Age in the Industry (C5) adopted in 1919 followed 

by the Forced Labour Convention of 1930. 

 

Since then almost hundred years have passed, but the world is still lagging behind in creating a 

world of work free of child labour and forced labour.  

 

As the ILO celebrates its Centenary under the theme “Future of Work”, including the impact of 

the accelerated technological process in the labour force, workplace and employment relations, 

we must not forget the ghost from the past century that are still haunting our labour markets and 

supply chains.  

 

The latest ILO information available shows that worldwide 152 million are victims of child 

labour; almost half of them, 73 million, work in hazardous child labour. Likewise, there are more 

people in slavery today than at any other time in history.  Around 40.3 million people are in 

modern slavery, including 24.9 million in forced labour and 15.4 million in forced marriage.  1 in 

4 victims of modern slavery are children.  

 



 

The world will not achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG Target 

8.7 on ending child labour, unless governments and society “dramatically” increases its efforts to 

end modern slavery and child labour.  

 

We need to push the accelerator!  

 

And that’s why we launched the Alliance 8.7, the global partnership for eradicating forced 

labour, modern slavery, human trafficking and child labour around the world, including 8 

countries and 144 organizations.  

 

One of the core activities of Alliance 8.7 is precisely awareness raising and advocacy and in this 

context we very much welcome this exhibition that I hope will touch your hearts and souls and 

drive action towards eradicating child labour and modern slavery.  

 

Thank you!  

 


