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Mr. Chair,  
  
A major thrust of the ILO approach to poverty eradication involves efforts to achieve full employment 
and decent work for all. Evidence shows that economic growth when combined with targeted actions 
to promote decent work can play a key role in reducing poverty. 
 
The latest edition of the ILO’S report on Trends in the World Employment and Social Outlook, finds 
that many countries are still struggling to repair the labour market damage caused by the crisis.  At the 
same time, more and more people enter the workforce every year which continues to compound the 
challenge of creating a sufficient number of decent jobs. 
 
Global unemployment is expected to rise by 3.4 million in 2017, bringing the global tally to 201 
million.  Nearly 1.4 billion people are engaged in vulnerable employment and this figure is only 
estimated to reduce by 0.2 percentage points in the next two years – which is slower than previous 
trends. It is encouraging that working poverty is expected to continue its long-term decline and in 2017 
to fall below 29 per cent in emerging and developing countries.  
 
However, as is the case with vulnerable employment, progress is slowing and extreme and moderate 
working poverty, defined as those workers living on less than $3.10 per day in purchasing power terms, 
still accounts for nearly half of workers in Southern Asia and nearly two-thirds of workers in sub-
Saharan Africa.  
 
Underlying these aggregate labour market and social trends are disparities, often wide, across a number 
of demographic groups. Of notable concern are gender disparities in labour market opportunities, 
which persist in a number of areas. In many instances, participation rates among women remain well 
below their male counterparts, and when women do participate they are more likely to be engaged in 
more vulnerable forms of employment. 
 



 
Mr. Chair, 
 
In recognition of these latest figures, the ILO is concerned that the prospects for eradicating poverty as 
set out in the SDGs will be endangered unless we are able to promote strategies that address the 
fragilities in the labour market. In this regard, the ILO encourages the Commission to consider 
promoting a number of specific policy actions. 
 
A high impact strategy aimed at addressing working poverty can be addressed through wages. Wage 
growth has fallen to its lowest level in four years. There is an overriding sense that people are struggling 
to maintain their status in the world of work, let alone simply to get ahead.   
 
Generating employment and improving income opportunities is not enough to eradication poverty. The 
poor and marginalized must have the capacity to develop, to protect and to sustain their livelihoods. 
Ratification and implementation of international labour standards including the eight ILO Fundamental 
Principles and Rights at Work must be universally achieved.  
 
Decent jobs and livelihoods matter particularly for those who are most excluded and most vulnerable.  
Entrepreneurship programmes have assisted disadvantaged women and youth work their way out of 
poverty. Public works schemes have provided short-term opportunities for young and displaced, from 
Liberia to South Africa, Kenya, Haiti, India and Brazil. Special programmes can also be designed to 
target those most difficult to reach: indigenous people, trafficked migrants, forced labour.  
 
Besides targeted programmes, changes in policy and legislation to put in place social protection floors 
can have a significant impact on poverty eradication. The ILO recommendation No. 202 on Social 
Protection Floors provides a general framework for countries to extend social protection according to 
nationally-defined determinants. 
 
The strong positive impacts of social protection in combatting poverty and reducing inequality have 
brought social protection to the forefront of the development agenda as a cross-cutting policy approach. 
Many low and middle income countries have managed to extend social protection in recent years by 
broadening coverage and increasing benefits.  
 
Yet, 73% of the world’s population still does not have access to adequate social protection coverage. 
The ILO strongly encourages donors to consider providing international assistance to help provide 
technical capacity building in countries seeking to initiate or strengthen their national social protection 
floors. 
 
Thank you. 
 


