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11th SPIAC-B Meeting Geneva, 7 Feb 2019 

Session 1  – Develivering on the SDGs 

Agency updates on support to SDG 1.3 and USP 2030 

 

Update from the European Commission 

For many years the European Commission has supported countries all over the world to build-up and 
strengthen their social protection systems to make them inclusive sustainable and accessible for all 
to address the full range of life-course, including in fragile or conflict affected countries. 

In 2019, the EU is running with governments in 26 countries social protection related programmes in 
26 countries with a volume of over EUR 1billion with different aid modalities. Around the half of it is 
provided through budget support (which tend to increase even further). Looking at it from a 
geographical perspective, equally the half is invested in Africa. A smaller part of these projects 
represents global projects managed by DG DEVCO under its Global Public Good and Challenges 
Programme (GPCP).  

Ongoing GPGC actions are the EU Social Protection Systems (SPS) initiative, a EUR 13million 
programme in support of building and strengthening SP systems, which is co-financed and 
implemented by OEDC in collaboration with Finland and Germany. The EU SPS initiative has led the 
organization of the USP 2030 conference of 5 February 2019. This programme will phase out in by 
the end of April. Focusing on 11 partner countries (7 in Africa, 4 in Central and Southeast Asia), the 
activities either addressed analysis and research or capacity building or both, depending on each 
country’s preference. Outstanding work has been executed, led by the Finnish National Institute for 
Health and Welfare (THL), on capacity building by supporting the development, face-to-face and 
online provision of the TRANFORM social assistance leadership training courses. The OECD, leading 
partner of the action’s research component, has already published a major part of the programmes 
outcome, which is available at the OECD project’s page. During the period before closing, several 
dissemination events are planned to take place in Addis Ababa (19-20 February) and Bangkok (11-12 
April).  

SOCIEUX+, another flagship global programme of the EU, is a TA facility, led by Expertise France, that 
responds to demand-driven requests from public administrations and mandated institutions in 
charge of social protection and employment -national, regional and local levels-, as well as social 
partners. Types of interventions include: elaboration of strategic methodologies; functional and 
organisational analysis; (re)formulation of legislative frameworks; knowledge transfer (e.g. needs 
assessment, training of trainers, roundtable discussions, long-distance support, etc.); Conception of 
management and flow of information systems; etc. It deploys mainly EU MS civil servants for short-
term interventions. Requests originate mostly from Africa (40%), followed by Latin America (38%). 
So far, SOCIEUX+ has produced high quality outputs through its actions, greatly appreciated by 
beneficiaries and partner institutions, especially the knowledge exchange with European experts.  

http://www.oecd.org/dev/inclusivesocietiesanddevelopment/usp2030.htm
https://thl.fi/en/web/thlfi-en/research-and-expertwork/projects-and-programmes/eu-social-protection-systems-programme-eu-sps
https://thl.fi/en/web/thlfi-en/research-and-expertwork/projects-and-programmes/eu-social-protection-systems-programme-eu-sps
http://www.oecd.org/dev/inclusivesocietiesanddevelopment/social-protection.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dev/inclusivesocietiesanddevelopment/addis-ababa-meeting-2019.htm
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In 2019, the EU will launch a new global programme on "Improving synergies between social 
protection and PFM" (DCI-HUM/2018/041-579) with a volume of EUR 23.3 million. This Action aims 
at supporting partner country government's effort in social protection policy formulation, and 
building of social protection systems, including the strengthening of shock-responsive social policies. 
It puts a strong emphasis on its mutual interconnection with ongoing EU budget support operations 
of all types, macro-fiscal policies, public finance management, with an emphasis on domestic 
resource mobilization, digital and SDG strategies. The action will be implemented by the ILO in 
collaboration with UNICEF, together with the Global Coalition of Social Protection Floors. Other 
partners, in particular EU MSs, may join the Action with own funds. 

Finally, the EU currently runs an internal inter-service initiative (including DEVCO, ECHO and NEAR), 
a so-called Guidance Package on “Social Protection across the Humanitarian-Development Nexus 
(SPaN) to analyse the challenges and opportunities associated with the different principles, roles, 
responsibilities and demands with the aim to produce practical guidance in making the nexus 
operational. This Guidance Package provides by means of a Reference Document (to be published in 
March 2019) an overview on the current body of knowledge, including brief definitions and processes 
of social protection approaches. It introduces selected country practices, such as Somalia, Lebanon, 
Mali, Malawi, Kenya etc. Overall, the Guidance package is edited and presented in various 
communication and training formats (webinars, peer-to-peer exchanges, e-learning).  

 


