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Cover Photo: Villagers in a small

village in Bangladesh display a new

solar panel, an indispensable source

of light and power which they received

from Grameen Shakti.

Photo:  Grameen Shakti, 2008.

The theme for the 2008 World Day

Against Child Labour was: “Education: the

right response to child labour”.  Numerous

activities were organized throughout Asia

and the Pacific on 12 June to raise aware-

ness on the fight against child labour, in

particular the drive to end the worst forms

of child labour by 2016.   In Thailand,

rallies were organized in Chiang Rai and

Tak provinces, each bringing together

about 1,000 students.

Tuvalu Joins ILO
Tuvalu has become the 182nd Member

State of the ILO effective 27 May 2008.  Tuvalu

is a group of nine tiny islands in the South

Pacific with a gross land area of 26 square

kilometers and a population of 10,000.

97th ILC
More than 4,000 delegates representing

most of the ILO’s 182 Member States attended

the 97th annual International Labour Con-

ference in Geneva, from 28 May to 13 June.

Among the items on the agenda were rural

poverty reduction, enhancing skills develop-

ment, the global food crisis, the latest Global

Report on freedom of association, adherence

to international labour standards and the

situation in Myanmar.  The conference also

adopted a landmark Declaration designed to

strengthen the promotion of decent work and

develop new ways of responding to the

growing challenges of globalization.

Three Asian countries were among those

elected as new members of the Governing

Body for its next three-year term. The

Governments of Bangladesh and Singapore

will join as Regular Members, and Thailand

as a Deputy Member. They join Australia, the

Republic of Korea, Pakistan and Viet Nam

which were Deputy Members. In addition

Japan holds a permanent government seat,

as a State of chief industrial importance.

The 98th ILC will be held in May and

June 2009.

Director-General’s royal audience
During his visit to Thailand to attend

the ASEAN Labour Ministers’ Meeting,

ILO Director-General Juan Somavia

was granted an audience with H.M. King

Bhumipol Adulyadej at the Chitrlada Palace

on 7 May. Photo (from left): H.E.

Mrs Uraiwan Thienthong, Minister of

Labour (MOL), Mr Somavia, His Majesty.

Also present were Mrs Sachiko

Yamamoto, ILO Regional Director,

Mr Chuthatawat Indrasuksri, Permanent

Secretary, MOL, Mr Supat Gukun,

Director, Bureau of International

Cooperation, MOL and Ms Annette-Marie

Ching, CABINET, ILO.

World Day Against Child Labour




