
The first International Labour Conference adopts the 
first international Convention against child labour, 
The Minimum Age (Industry) Convention (No.5).

Adoption of the first Forced 
Labour Convention (No. 29).

Adoption of the Minimum Age 
Convention (No. 138).

The ILO establishes the 
International Programme on 
the Elimination of Child 
Labour (IPEC).

The ILO publishes its first global 
report on child labour and 
establishes 12 June as World 
Day Against Child Labour. The 
organization supports more than 
80 countries in formulating their 
own programmes to combat 
child labour.

Adoption of the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and 
Rights at Work: Freedom of association, abolition of forced labour, 
end of discrimination in the workplace, and elimination of child labour. 
All ILO Member States pledge to uphold and promote these 
principles.1999 Adoption of the ILO’s Worst Forms of Child Labour 
Convention (No. 182). Focused world attention on the need to take 
immediate action to eradicate those forms of child labour that are 
hazardous and damaging to children’s physical, mental or moral 
well-being. Ratified by 9 out of 10 of the ILO’s member States.

Amsterdam and Oslo 
International Conferences. 
These events helped raise 
international awareness of 
the child labour problem 
and the need for a forward 
looking strategy.

First ILO global study on the 
costs and benefits of 
eliminating child labour says 
that benefits would outweigh 
costs by nearly 6 to 1.

Encouraged by findings of the second global 
report on child labour, which says that child 
labour is declining worldwide, the ILO 
launches a global campaign to eliminate the 
worst forms of child labour by 2016.

The ILO adopts the ILO Declaration 
on Social Justice for a Fair 
Globalization, which recognizes the 
particular significance of the 
fundamental rights, including the 
effective abolition of child labour.

The Hague Global Conference on 
Child labour-aimed at strengthening 
progress towards the 2016 target and 
the ratification and implementation of 
Conventions 138 and 182.

The ILO launches the third 
Global Report on Child Labour, 
warning that the pace and profile 
of progress is not fast enough to 
achieve the 2016 deadline of 
eliminating the worst forms of 
child labour worldwide.

The 183 Member States of the ILO 
unanimously adopt the Global Jobs 
Pact as a guide to recovery from the 
global economic and jobs crisis. The 
Pact calls for increased vigilance to 
achieve the elimination and prevention 
of an increase of forced labour, child 
labour and discrimination at work.
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For more information on ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of 
Child Labour (IPEC), please visit www.ilo.org/ipec
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ILO FIGHTS
CHILD LABOUR

Eliminating child labour is an essential element in the ILO’s goal of “Decent Work for All”. 
The ILO tackles child labour not as an isolated issue but as an integral part of national 

efforts for economic and social development.
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