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Tharoor says India needs migration policy 
New Delhi | Monday, Jan 18 2016 IST 

Senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor today cal led for India having a 
migration pol icy to look after the needs of Indian diaspora across the world.  
Dr Tharoor said NRIs are 'National Reserves of India' and the government 
must look at leveraging PIOs and NRIs for strengthening the country's 
economy. ' ' India lacked a refugee pol icy and law and needs a migrat ion 
pol icy, codif ied in a law to attend to the needs of its Diaspora, ' '  he said 
here, during a panel discussion on 'Evolution of a Diaspora Engagement 
Strategy'. The discussion fol lowed the release of the book 'The Polit ics of  
Migrat ion: Indian Emigration in a Globalised World' by Minister of  State for 
Statist ics and Programme Implementation (Independent Charge), External 
Affairs, and Overseas Indian Affairs VK Singh. Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr Singh said the Indian Diaspora has general ly done well and contr ibuted 
signif icantly to various f ields in destinat ion countries. Besides, the 
Diaspora has tr ied to assimilate with the host countr ies, whi le retaining 
their cultural values and links back home. ' 'This approach has served well  
and now the need for the government is to ut i l ise the Diaspora to invest in 
their homeland, ' '  he said. During the panel discussion, Mr Nadir Patel, High 
Commissioner of  Canada to India, said Canada houses 1.2 mill ion Indians 
who are contr ibuting to the countrys economy by engaging in al l f ields.  

Cit ing the example of the new Canadian government, he said four cabinet 
ministers were of Indian origin. Canada was leveraging its diverse and 
mult i-faceted population as an asset for pol icy-making, which was helping 
in understanding the issues of people. Dr Sanjaya Baru, Director for Geo-
economics and Strategy, International Institute for Strategic Studies, said 
human migration has been a natural phenomenon and the control on this 
movement came in the 20th century. However, this control cannot sustain 
and the 21st century wil l force the countr ies to al low free movement of  
people. He added that India,  with its strong Diaspora, must call for Right to 
Migrat ion at the UN Convent ion. The Book 'The Polit ics of  Migrat ion: Indian 
Emigration in a Globalised World' is authored by Dr A Didar Singh, 
Secretary General,  FICCI and Dr Irudaya Rajan, Professor, Centre for 
Development Studies (CDS), Kerala.  The book was launched at the 
meeting, organised by FICCI, in association with the Internat ional Labour 
Organisation (ILO).UNI NY CJ RJ 2134.  


