
          

Seminar on Sustainable Development in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

The rapidly changing socio-economic and environmental situation of the Chittagong Hill Tracts was on the 
agenda of the seminar where government representatives, NGOs and international development partners came 
together to discuss options, policies and strategies for sustainable development in the region. 

Several participants, including high level speakers such as the Honorable advisers to the Prime Minister Mr H T 
Imam and Dr Mashiur Rahman, highlighted that the CHT Peace Accord from 1997 had initiated a development 
process that has improved the overall infrastructure and access to health and education in the region. However, 
at the same time a growing population has put pressure on everything from food and water to timber.  

The seminar was chaired by Mr Dipankar Talukder MP, State Minister for CHT Affairs and other key speakers at 
the event were Mr Jatindra Lal Tripura MP, Chairman for the CHT Task Force for Repatriation and Rehabilitation 
of Returnee Refugees and IDPs, Mr Shah Alam MP, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Ministry of CHT Affairs and the Secretary-in-charge of MoCHTA Mr Naba Bikram Kishore Tripura. ILO Country 
Director Mr Andre Bogui, UNDP Country Director Mr Stefan Priesner, ICIMOD Director General Dr David Molden 
also made speeches as the Guest of Honour in the event.   

In his speech Mr Andre Bogui emphasized the need for all stakeholders to work together to support the ongoing 
efforts for peace building and development of the region after two decades of instability. He highlighted the 
overarching goal of the Decent Work concept of ILO and urged for promoting opportunities for women and men 
to obtain decent and productive work, in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity and based on 
social justice. 

The seminar was supported by ILO’s PRO169 project. The project promotes the rights of indigenous and tribal 
peoples in Bangladesh through capacity building and advocacy based primarily on the principles of ILO 
Conventions and other international instruments relevant to Indigenous and Tribal Peoples (ITPs). The 
convention gives special importance to the land, forest and natural resource rights and decent employment 
rights of the ITPs and the role of their institutions in ensuring a sustainable management of the natural resources 
and sustainable livelihoods.       

The outcome of the seminar was a number of recommendations for policy development and stakeholders in the 
region including the importance of implementing the CHT Peace Accord as well as including the peoples of the 
Hill Tracts in the development process.  


