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Reader’s note 

The Information document on ratifications and standards-related activities (Report III 
(Part 2)) provides an overview of developments in international labour standards during 
2004. It supplements the information contained in the report of the Committee of Experts 
on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations (Report III) (Part 1A). Part I 
provides general information on recent developments concerning international labour 
standards, constitutional and other procedures in relation to the supervision of standards, 
and technical assistance in the field of standards. Part II provides information on the 
ratification of individual Conventions and Protocols in table format. Part III contains 
“country profiles” which bring together information on the ratification and application of 
Conventions and on the submission of instruments adopted by the International Labour 
Conference to the competent authorities in a table format by country.  
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PART I: General information on 
international labour standards 

Recent developments 

General discussion based on an integrated 
approach: Migrant workers 

1. The second general discussion based on an integrated approach to ILO standards 
related activities was held at the last session of the International Labour Conference 
(92nd Session, June 2004). 

2. The Conference adopted by consensus conclusions concerning a fair deal for 
migrant workers in a global economy. The conclusions include an ILO plan of action to 
be implemented in partnership with other relevant international organizations. The plan 
of action will include the development of a non-binding multilateral framework for a 
rights-based approach and the identification of action to be taken for a wider application 
of international labour standards and other relevant instruments. The constituents took 
the view that the ILO could take steps to improve how it promotes the ratification of 
Conventions Nos. 97 and 143 and the principles they contain regarding the protection of 
migrant workers. 

New standards adopted by the Conference 
3. At its last session, the Conference adopted the Human Resources Development 
Recommendation, 2004 (No. 195). It replaces the Human Resources Development 
Recommendation, 1975 (No. 150). 

Withdrawal of Recommendations decided by the 
Conference 

4. Article 45bis of the Standing Orders of the Conference, adopted in June 1997 
allows the Conference to withdraw obsolete international labour Conventions that have 
not entered into force, as well as obsolete Recommendations. Pursuant to this provision, 
the Conference decided at its last session to withdraw 16 obsolete Recommendations: 
Nos. 2, 12, 16, 18, 21, 26, 32, 33, 34, 36, 43, 46, 58, 70, 74 and 96. 

5. The amendment to the Constitution to allow the abrogation of obsolete 
Conventions had been ratified or accepted by 80 member States as at 31 December 2004, 
118 ratifications or acceptances being required for its entry into force.  
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Items on the agenda of the 93rd, 94th and 95th 
Sessions of the Conference 

6. The agenda of the 93rd Session of the Conference (June 2005) will include the 
second discussion on a comprehensive standard (a Convention supplemented by a 
Recommendation) on work in the fishing sector. It will also include a first discussion on 
a new instrument to establish a promotional framework in the area of occupational safety 
and health (in accordance with the plan of action on safety and health adopted by the 
Conference in 2003), and a general discussion based on an integrated approach on 
promoting youth employment. 

7. A Maritime Session of the Conference is scheduled for early 2006. It will have as a 
mandate the adoption of a consolidated maritime labour Convention, the aim being to 
embody as far as possible all up-to-date standards of existing international maritime 
labour Conventions and Recommendations. 

8. Lastly, the agenda of the 95th Session (June 2006) should include a second 
discussion on a new instrument to establish a promotional framework in the area of 
occupational safety and health. Other items will be the employment relationship 
(standard setting – single discussion) and the role of the ILO in technical cooperation 
(general discussion). 

Discussions within the Governing Body on 
improvements to the ILO’s standards-related 
activities 

9. With regard to possible improvements to standard-related activities, a document 
was submitted to the Governing Body at its 291st Session (November 2004) containing 
proposals regarding the obligation of submission in accordance with article 19 of the 
Constitution and the procedure for the examination of representations under article 24 of 
the Constitution. A revised draft of the Memorandum concerning the obligation to 
submit Conventions and Recommendations to the competent authorities will be 
submitted to the Governing Body at its 292nd Session (March 2005). As far as the 
representation procedure is concerned, an amendment to the corresponding Standing 
Orders was adopted concerning the repetitive nature of some representations. With 
regard to the status of the handbook of good drafting practices, a final draft is to be 
submitted to the Governing Body at its 292nd Session (March 2005). A progress report 
on ILO standards-related activities carried out since 1994 is also to be submitted to the 
Governing Body in March 2005. 

Ratifications, denunciations and  
declarations of application 

Ratifications 
10. In the course of 2004, 76 ratifications were registered, bringing the total number of 
ratifications to 7,253 on 31 December 2004. 

Denunciations 
11. In 2004, the Director-General registered the denunciation by Australia of the 
Labour Standards (Non-Metropolitan Territories) Convention, 1947 (No. 83) and the 
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Contracts of Employment (Indigenous Workers) Convention, 1947 (No. 86), and by the 
Netherlands of the Equality of Treatment (Social Security) Convention, 1962 (No. 118). 
Moreover, the following denunciations, accompanied by the ratification of a revising 
Convention 1 or following the ratification of a more recent Convention in the same 
subject area, have been registered: 

State  Conventions denounced  Conventions ratified 

Austria   C. 103 Maternity Protection Convention 
(Revised), 1952  

 C. 183 Maternity Protection Convention, 2000  

Belarus    C. 103 Maternity Protection Convention 
(Revised), 1952 

 C. 183 Maternity Protection Convention, 2000 

Belgium   C. 96 Fee-Charging Employment 
Agencies Convention (Revised), 1949  

 C. 181 Private Employment Agencies 
Convention, 1997  

Comoros  C. 5 Minimum Age (Industry) Convention, 
1919  
C. 10 Minimum Age (Agriculture) 
Convention, 1921 
C. 33 Minimum Age (Non-Industrial 
Employment) Convention, 1932  

 C. 138 Minimum Age Convention 

Cuba  C. 103 Maternity Protection Convention 
(Revised), 1952 

 C. 183 Maternity Protection Convention, 2000 

France  C. 9 Placing of Seamen Convention, 1920  
 
C. 108 Seafarers’ Identity Documents 
Convention, 1958  
C. 109 Wages, Hours of Work and Manning 
(Sea) Convention (Revised), 1958  

 C. 179 Recruitment and Placement of 
Seafarers Convention, 1996  
C. 185 Seafarers’ Identity Documents 
Convention (Revised), 2003  
C.180 Seafarers’ Hours of Work and the 
Manning of Ships Convention, 1996 

Nigeria   C. 9 Placing of Seamen Convention, 1920   C. 179 Recruitment and Placement of 
Seafarers Convention, 1996  

Russian 
Federation 

 C. 32 Protection against Accidents 
(Dockers) Convention (Revised), 1932 

 C. 152 Occupational Safety and Health  
(Dock Work) Convention, 1979  

Slovenia   C. 109 Wages, Hours of Work and 
Manning (Sea) Convention (Revised), 
1958  

 C.180 Seafarers’ Hours of Work and the 
Manning of Ships Convention, 1996  

Spain  C. 109 Wages, Hours of Work and 
Manning (Sea) Convention (Revised), 
1958 

 C.180 Seafarers’ Hours of Work and the 
Manning of Ships Convention, 1996 

Thailand  C. 123 Minimum Age (Underground Work) 
Convention, 1965  

 C. 138 Minimum Age Convention 

Trinidad and 
Tobago 

 C. 15 Minimum Age (Trimmers and 
Stokers) Convention, 1921 

 C. 138 Minimum Age Convention 

Uruguay  C. 96 Fee-Charging Employment 
Agencies Convention (Revised), 1949 

 C. 181 Private Employment Agencies 
Convention, 1997 

                  
1 If a Convention is adopted which specifies that it revises an earlier Convention, in most cases its ratification 
entails the automatic denunciation of the earlier Convention. 
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Declaration under article 35 of the Constitution  
12. The United-Kingdom declared applicable to the Isle of Man without modification 
the Labour Inspection (Seafarers) Convention, 1996 (No. 178), the Seafarers’ Hours of 
Work and the Manning of Ships Convention, 1996 (No. 180) and the Protocol of 1996 to 
the Merchant Shipping (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1976 (No. 147).  
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Constitutional and other procedures 

Measures taken under article 33 of the ILO 
Constitution: The question of the observance by 
the Government of Myanmar of the Forced 
Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) 

13. At the 83rd Session of the International Labour Conference (ILC) in June 1996, a 
complaint was submitted by 25 Worker delegates under article 26 of the Constitution 
concerning the observance by Myanmar of the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 
(No. 29). 

14. The Governing Body decided to establish a Commission of Inquiry to examine the 
complaint. This Commission completed its report in July 1998 in which it concluded that 
“the obligation under Article 1, paragraph 1, of the Convention to suppress the use of 
forced or compulsory labour is violated in Myanmar in national law … as well as in 
actual practice in a widespread and systematic manner, with total disregard for the 
human dignity, safety and health and basic needs of the people of Myanmar”. The 
Governing Body took note of the report and requested the Director-General to keep it 
informed of progress in regard to the situation. 

15. In March 1999, the Governing Body decided that the question of the application of 
Convention No. 29 by Myanmar would be included on the agenda of each session of the 
ILC. 

16. In June 1999, the ILC adopted a resolution under the terms of which the 
Government of Myanmar should cease to benefit from any technical cooperation or 
assistance from the ILO, except for the purpose of direct assistance to implement 
immediately the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry. Following another ILC 
resolution in June 2000, the constituents of the ILO were invited, under article 33 of the 
ILO Constitution and on the recommendation of the Governing Body, in particular to 
review, in the light of the conclusions of the Commission of Inquiry, the relations that 
they may have with Myanmar and take appropriate measures to ensure that Myanmar 
cannot take advantage of such relations to perpetuate or extend the system of forced or 
compulsory labour referred to by the Commission of Inquiry.  

17. A number of technical missions were undertaken (between May 2000 and February 
2002). Moreover, in the framework of the “Understanding on an ILO Objective 
Assessment” concluded on 19 May 2001 by representatives of the Director-General and 
representatives of the Government of Myanmar, the latter agreed to receive a High-Level 
Team (September-October 2001) which submitted its report to the Governing Body in 
November 2001. The Government subsequently accepted the appointment of an ILO 
Liaison Officer to Myanmar charged with conducting all activities relevant to the prompt 
and effective elimination of forced labour. 

18. Beginning in October 2002, the Liaison Officer took up her functions and 
submitted to each session of the Governing Body reports on her activities, including her 
travels in the country and her contacts with authorities. Her mission ended in November 
2003 and an interim Liaison Officer was appointed on 1 December 2003. 

19. In May 2003, the Government and the ILO arrived at an agreement on a Joint Plan 
of Action on the elimination of forced labour practices in Myanmar. 
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20. This Plan of Action could not be implemented in view of the events which since 
occurred, notably the penal sanctions taken against persons on the grounds of having 
exchanged information with representatives of the ILO. 

21. The Governing Body remains gravely concerned by developments in the situation 
and the continued impunity of those who exact forced labour. 

22. For this reason, at its 291st Session (November 2004), the Governing Body 
requested the Director-General to field a very high-level mission to evaluate the attitude 
of the authorities in Myanmar and assess their determination to continue their 
cooperation with the ILO. 

Representations submitted under 
article 24 of the ILO Constitution 

23. Representations may be filed under article 24 of the Constitution by industrial 
associations of employers or workers alleging that a member State that has ratified a 
Convention has failed to secure within its jurisdiction the effective observance of that 
Convention. Once declared receivable, representations are examined by a tripartite 
committee established by the Governing Body. Their findings are followed up by the 
Committee of Experts. The table below indicates developments concerning 
representations in 2004. 

Country  Convention  Complainant organization  Follow-up 

Mexico  Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples Convention, 1989 
(No. 169)  

 Three representations from a 
number of workers’ 
organizations 

 Final report of the tripartite 
committee adopted by the 
Governing Body  

Netherlands  Equality of Treatment 
(Social Security) 
Convention, 1962 (No. 118) 

 Confederation of Turkish 
Trade Unions (TÜRK-IS) 

 Pending 

Uruguay  Occupational Safety and 
Health Convention, 1981 
(No. 155) 

 Inter-Union Assembly of 
Workers – National 
Convention of Workers  
(PIT-CNT) 

 Pending 

Complaints submitted under article 26  
of the ILO Constitution 

24. Complaints may be filed under article 26 of the Constitution alleging that a 
member State that has ratified a Convention is not securing its effective observance. 
Complaints may be filed by another member State that has ratified the same Convention. 
The Governing Body may initiate the procedure either of its own motion or upon receipt 
of a complaint from a delegate to the International Labour Conference. The Governing 
Body may appoint a Commission of Inquiry to consider the complaint. Findings of the 
Commission of Inquiry are followed up, inter alia, by the Committee of Experts. 

Complaint against Belarus 
25. At the 291st Session (November 2004), the Governing Body took note of the report 
of the Commission of Inquiry, chaired by Professor Budislav Vukas, established to 
examine the complaint concerning the observance by the Republic of Belarus of the 
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 
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(No. 87), and the Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 
98), made by delegates to the 91st Session (June 2003) of the International Labour 
Conference. It also took note of the response of the Government and charged the 
Committee on Freedom of Association to supervise the follow-up to the 
recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry. 

Complaint against Venezuela 
26. At its 291st Session (November 2004), the Governing Body was informed of a 
complaint concerning non-observance by Venezuela of the Freedom of Association and 
Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87), and the Right to 
Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98), made by various 
Employers’ delegates at the 92nd Session (2004) of the Conference. The Governing 
Body decided to examine the complaint at its 292nd Session (March 2005) in the light of 
information supplied by the Government of Venezuela on the complaint and the 
recommendations of the Committee on Freedom of Association, and to decide if the 
complaint should be forwarded to a Commission of Inquiry. 

Special procedures concerning 
freedom of association 

27. At its meetings in March, June and November 2004, the Committee on Freedom of 
Association had before it 360 cases concerning some 50 countries from all parts of the 
world, for which it presented interim or final conclusions, or for which the examination 
was adjourned pending the arrival of information from governments (333rd, 334th and 
335th Reports). Many of these cases have been before the Committee on Freedom of 
Association several times. 

28. The Committee on Freedom of Association drew the attention of the Committee of 
Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations to the legislative 
aspects of the following cases: Bulgaria (2047), Burundi (2276) Cambodia (2222), 
Canada (2257 and 2277), Russian Federation (2216 and 2251), and Zimbabwe (1937 and 
2027). 
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Technical assistance in the 
field of standards 

Direct contacts and advisory missions 
29. Direct contacts and advisory missions on freedom of association visited Bolivia 
(April 2004), Guatemala (May 2004), Mauritius (July 2004), Turkey (February 2004) 
and Venezuela (October 2004). Furthermore, upon the recommendation of the 
International Labour Conference, a direct contacts mission took place in May 2004 to 
Mauritania with regard to the application of the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 
(No. 29) 

Promotional activities 
30. Seminars on freedom of association were organized in Argentina (April and 
October 2004), Brazil (March 2004), Burkina Faso (March 2004), Gabon (October 2004), 
Madagascar (September 2004) and Turkey (February 2004). 

31. Concerning equality and non-discrimination, the following activities were 
undertaken: technical assistance to Indonesia on equal employment opportunities and 
gender equality; to employers in Pakistan on a Code of Conduct on Gender Justice; to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran for women’s employment; to China and Thailand 
concerning the possible ratification of the Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) 
Convention, 1958 (No. 111); and to Bangladesh concerning implementation of the 
Tripartite Consultation (International Labour Standards) Convention, 1976 (No. 144). 

32. In the area of social protection and working conditions, assistance was provided in 
various subject areas through national tripartite seminars, advisory and technical 
assistance missions, and activities undertaken in collaboration with the ILO’s 
International Training Centre in Turin. The activities included: a tripartite seminar on 
wage protection (Ukraine, February 2004); a seminar on standards (Bulgaria, June 2004); 
training and assistance missions on social security (Spain, March 2004; Netherlands, 
May 2004; Poland, June 2004); training on the labour inspection Conventions (France, 
May, 2004; Madagascar, September 2004); a mission to assess needs in implementing 
the obligation to report (The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, January 2004); 
follow-up and evaluation of a seminar on standards and the 1998 Declaration (Jordan, 
August 2004); an exploratory mission on the application of social security standards 
(Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, September 2004); training missions on occupational safety 
and health (Russian Federation, May 2004); and for judges in international law (Jordan, 
September 2004); participation in various standards-related training activities offered by 
the International Training Centre of the ILO in Turin. 

33. The Department continued to develop its databases on international labour 
standards, including APPLIS, ILOLEX and LIBSYND. New documents were entered in 
ILOLEX, including the list of international labour standards classified by subject and the 
status assigned to them by the Governing Body. Furthermore, the transfer of the 
NATLEX database on the national labour and social legislation of member States to an 
upgraded database platform has allowed the entry of numerous legislative texts in full, as 
well as the creation of Internet links affording online access to full texts. This tool allows 
the ILO’s constituents and secretariat to keep track of legislative developments around 
the world in the domain of labour and social security, and to improve the dissemination 
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of this information to a wider public. Finally, the Department issued the 2004 version of 
the International Labour Standards E-library (ILSE) CD-ROM, which this year included 
documents in Portuguese as well as department publications, including the Guide to 
International Labour Standards. As for the ILOLEX country profiles, these now include 
107 legislative profiles relating to occupational safety and health standards. Other such 
profiles are in preparation concerning migrant workers.  

Standards-related activities in regional 
and subregional offices 

34. Specialists in international labour standards are serving with the regional and 
subregional offices located in the following cities: Addis Ababa, Bangkok, Dakar, 
Harare, Lima, Manila, New Delhi, Port-of-Spain, Santiago (Chile) and Yaoundé. Both 
the Brasilia Office as well as the Cairo Office now have posts for a standards specialist, 
which have been filled since 1 September 2004, and a new specialist has recently been 
appointed in the Subregional Office in San José. Recruitment is under way to fill the 
Beirut post. As to the Moscow post, pending the appointment of a standards/social 
dialogue specialist, a young official has been hired for one year from November 2004 to 
carry out, ad interim, the duties pertaining to social dialogue. As there is no specialist 
post in the Budapest Office, the necessary technical support to the subregion is provided 
by the staff of the International Labour Standards Department. 

35. International labour standards specialists play an essential role, not only in 
facilitating and improving supervision of the obligations deriving from Conventions and 
Recommendations, but also in promoting standards. The Department and the 
international labour standards specialists pursue an active collaboration. The next few 
years should see reinforcement of the policy of Department staff mobility. 

 



 

 11 

PART II  

List of ratifications by Convention∗ 
and Protocol 

                  
∗ Conventions which were withdrawn by the International Labour Conference in June 2000 and Conventions 
which will never enter into force because of the adoption and entry into force of revising Conventions are not 
included in the list. 
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PART III 

Country profiles 

The following country profiles provide information on the ratification and application of 
Conventions and on the submission of instruments adopted by the Conference to the 
competent authorities in a table format by country. 

The ratifications section indicates which fundamental Conventions, priority 
Conventions, and other Conventions a country has ratified as of 31 December 2004. It 
does not list Conventions which have been denounced or which are not in force. 

The section on reports requested indicates how many reports were requested from the 
country in 2004 and how many were received. Under articles 22 and 35 of the ILO 
Constitution, member States are required to submit reports at regular intervals on the 
application of Conventions which they have ratified or declared applicable to their 
territories. If a report requested was a first detailed report (which is required following 
the ratification of a Convention), the number of the Convention appears in parentheses. 

The section on observations made by employers’ and workers’ organizations indicates 
for which Conventions comments were received by such organizations on reports 
submitted to them by governments. Article 23 of the Constitution requires each member 
State to communicate to the representative employers’ and workers’ organizations copies 
of the information and reports communicated under articles 19 and 22.  

The section concerning comments of the Committee of Experts indicates what comments 
the Committee made during its session in 2004. It lists either “observations”, which are 
published in the report of the Committee of Experts, or “direct requests”, which are not 
published, but are communicated directly to the governments concerned. The list does 
not include comments made by the Committee in previous sessions for which action by 
governments is still requested. 

The section on submissions indicates the sessions of the International Labour 
Conference of which adopted instruments have, or have not, been submitted by 
governments to the authority or authorities competent to consider further action, as 
required under article 19 of the Constitution. The number of the Conventions, 
Recommendations or Protocols are given in parentheses, preceded by the letter “C”, “R”, 
or “P” as the case may be, when only some of the texts adopted at any one session have 
been submitted. When the ratification of a Convention was registered, that Convention 
and the corresponding Recommendation are considered as submitted. 
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