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Tbe Encoùragement and ftlra '
creaf« of S E A M EN
confider'd.

SIR,

/

~~~~ H E N 1 confider tIle happy
Situation of our Iíland¡ thé
)Advantage which wc have
over our Neighbours by
our Naval Power; thar we
are in no want of Mate-

rials ro irnprove ir 1 chat we have brave
and galIanr Sailors ro _Man our Ships J'~

- thar we have navigable Rivers and fafe
Harbours for their Securiry, and thar We
are every Way qualified ro deferid Out
Selves, and annoy our Encmies, ir feems
os if we were peculiarly biefs' d by Hcaven,
fis well in thefe Things as in a happy

A 11 Gd..
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Government, and ina Prince now reign-
ing, whofe chief Aim certainly is to make
Us a flourifhing and! great People. How
~raciou{]y does his Majeíly exprefs him-
íelf to chat honourable Houfe of which
you are a Member s

Ce 1 think Myfclf obliged ro recommend
" tt> y6u a Confidcratíon of the greareû
" Importanée; and 1 íhou'd look upon
" it as a great Happinets, if,at the be-
" ginning of my Reign, 1 cou'd fee the
" Foundation of fo great and neceílary a
" Wor k, as the Increafe and Encourage-
., ment of our Scamen in general, thar
c, they may be invired, rather than corn..
" pell'd by Force and Violence, to enter
" into the Service of rhcir Country, as
" ofren as Occafion íhall require it : A
"Confidcration worthy the Repreíenta-
,. rives of a Pcople'great and .flourHhing
~' in Trade and' Navigation."

Berc wc read the generous Concernof
his Majeûy for the Welfare of his Sub-
jcd s, and particularly rhat Part of them
which the Kingdom canner be in Safery
withour. whom Hé wotlld rather have ¡'ft-

-uited tban compell' d to flr~'e tbeir Countrv o"

Hercby the dejeded Spirits of the Sailors are
raiícd, as h6ping foon to have the Grie.
vanees they have labour' cl under redref;" cl,

which
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which will infallibly invigorate' and
firengthen the Stare, by increafing their
Number; Hence we may be aílured, thar
if any part of the Cornmunity is .affiiéted,
either by want of Liberty or otherwiíe, the
Hardihips it fuffers {hall be no íooner laid
open than fuirable Relief will be adminif ..
rer'd. When a gracions Ear is lent ro the
Diíhefs'd; when Right prevails, and juf-
tic e bears the Ballance, then He \V ho reigns
may be truly faid to be the Vice-Gerent
of God upon ,Earth, by the bcnevolent
power which He exerciíes. This is our
Cafe, and long, very long may Wc .be
thus happy. The Glory 10 acquir'd by
obliging the Publick, is the only folid
Glory which none can cavil ar, becauíe
evcry One parrakes of ir: Hercby the
Honour of the Prince will be the Felicity
oftbe State. ~--- But whjcher will chis de-
lightful Subjè6tc:arry me ~

The Commands, moíl Worthy Sir, which
you have been pleas' d ro honour me wírh,
1gladly obey, and íhall here point out ro
, you fuch Difcouragcments as our poor Sea ..
men have long labourd under, particularly
fuch as have fallen undcr my own Obíerva-
tion; and rhough 1 have little Opinion of

. rny Capacity, yerI hope 1 Ihall be able to
produce fuch Faéts as will deferve your
Anention, and not be altogcther unworthy
the Perurai of every Member in your au~

gllfi
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gua A{fembly, who feem determín'd ro
raire our Naval Glory to the highell: Pitch
which it is capable of: . It is for this Rea-
fon, that 1 addrefs you in, this manner,
which 1 had not done buc from a full Af-
furanoe, thar you believe nothing can be
too publick which is calcula red for Publick
Good

The Condition of the Royal Navy at
preteur is fo flourilhing, thar it fufliciently
preves the Gentlemen at the Head of ir
coníider ir as the Bulwark of our Cou11try;
And as by thcir extraordinary Care and Vi-
gilance We arc in no want of good Shipping

1
ir were ro be wííh'd, chat Wc were alfo in no
want of Sailórs ro Man them on anv Emer-
gency, as was our Cafe too ofren in 'the
lare War with France. Could Matters be fo
regulared, thar Wc mighr not be Ieníible or
the íarne again, happy fhould we be, lince
We thcn might notonly infallibly reign
Maílers of che-Seas at home, bU.calfo of
thore far diíbanr, particuhu:ly of the Medi.
terranean, wl\ieh we fhall always comrnand
whilíl we-keep Gibraltar and Port Mahon;
(\vhich we owe ro our Seamen) and our
Fleet ill the good Condition it now ís s
And by a parity of Reaíon may we rule in
the If/ejt.lndies, fince the apt Siruation of
Jamaica, and our Settlements thar wa y 1

enahle, us ro be thè Sovereigns there ; In a
Word, what: is our Navy Ilot capable of

doing ~
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doíng s By it (though under Difcourage-
meurs) Wehave hirherto defended ourfelves
againû the Attacks., and reveng'd che In ..
íults of our neighbouring Enermes : and at
the fame Time thar we have awed [hem,
and upheld rotrering States, We have ípread
Terror far and wide, and render' d Our-
felves fo coníiderable, thar our Friendlhip
has been often courted by the moíl power-
luI States; How much then does it behove
Us tc value and encourage our Seamen Cthe
Soul which.antmates the Body of [he Heer,
and) who, from a familiariry with Danger,
feem to be grown fearleís. and usdaunred,

'Ti s generally allow'd, chat one of the
chief Grievances in Sea Affairs, ís char of
Impreffing Men, which barbarous Merhod
hath certainly been as far From aníwering
the End propos'd thereby, as it Is arbitrary
~m;~,Jp:confifientwíth. that,:Li.~tyon which
We fomuch !·\1'alue.Outfêlies: By thiS We
·make a Prifo(1 of hisMajefiy's Ships to
Some, who, under becter Management,
might chearfully íerve on board them. The
Delire of Líberty ís inrerwoven in the very
Nature of Man, and He therefore canner
bear ro he forced ta any thing ; and where
this is the Cafe, He will, even to the ha-

'zard of his Life, attempt to free hirnfelf
from that Service where he is involuntarily
derain'd . Of this 1 am ío certain, chat 1
will prefqmQ to fay, feveral bravç Men
. , '. hav~

I
I
j
I,
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have loíl their Lives on this Occalion. But
let us confidcr jhis Dífcouragement more
clofcly.

Suppofe a Perron to have been abroad
two or three Yeats in the Merchant's Ser-
vice, and that on his return home He
íhou'd be forcibly taken out of hisShip and
carried on board .a Man of War,and be
not only denied the Liberty of fettitlg his
Foot aíhore in his own Country ro fée his
Wife or Children, or any Friend after- 10
long an Abíence from them, but intimidared
therefrom by Centinels with drawn Cuela-
ces and leaded tv,1ufLJuersuntill the Ship
fails, which perhaps keeps him abroad as
long as he was befare. 18 not chis putting
hirn, in fome meafure,upon the foot of a
common Felon, who is ro be tranfported
for his Crimes, and who ís not always de-
nied the reaionable Requeû of bidding
Adieu to any near 01 dear Relation+ Is
this Treatmentfit for a faichful 3-ndhoneíl
Suhieét, who may be fa grievedthcreby,
thar he may die abroad, and perhaps have:
bis Family fall to the Parifh, which he
mighr orherwífe have maintain'd credi-

/ tably-
This is yet more gricvous if we coníider

the many Diforders committed by Preís-
Gangs, who as frequernly ílrctch rhcir
Power to the utmoû as they arc fond of
íhewíng ir. Add to this the Fright which- - . . ~h~
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lewer Rank of People are put into upoti
the iífuing out of Prefs-Warránts, at whích
the Working Men in Sea Ports, and theië
N'eighbourhood, ase fa rerriíied, thar many
of them frequendy foríake their Familíes
or Abodes for a Time, rather rhan bd
hurried and torne away from them fot
Yeats, or probably for ever¡ which is no
inconfiderable Difcoutagement ro Trade,
on account orthe many Hands which are
unemploy'd for a Time on chis Occafion,
Befidesall this, the Merchant is íomerímes
put ta an èxtraordinary Charge co get Men
ta bring his Ship up the River, Iince His
own Company often forfake ir, in ume or
War,. àtth.e .íirft Port theycome ro, in ar-
der to skreen thetnre1ves from the Prefs ,
Then Wages run high, Seamen are fcarcc,
and the Ship onrhar account may be de-
~aia;d;J.fo long chère, thar ~??f~çoqce.rn' d
ln her mal' f~r by npchavlOg ber Cargad
broughe íooner to Market.

Theíe are but fome of the Gtievarices"
ariûng from thi~, Methód of manning the
King's Ships .. Now as it is fo ûneafy
ta the Subjed, and 15 attended wídt
fa - many Inccriveníenciês ()ri one Side,
and rió rea! Advantilge flows From iè
on ç,heótber, it cerraillly ought to:be de ..
èrySd hy every Patrior and Well-wiflier td
h_is Country, as a Prad:ice highly injurious
tú, His M,oJeUy's Serv" ...1'\ '", '. • Oeca..

n ,.\':1\ " .. "l.'}I/~. fi "
~~~'<';~2~~'U':::~~II~~~~~~~~~. 'f)i\. ons.
" , ~j û i. I~ :5 .J' ,,:

-;;':·;,~'~~L·, --,",-;",:,' ,>
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lions. But as this Affair isnow befare
your Honourable Houíe, it ís not doubted
but the utmoíl Care will be taken ta flop
the many atldlou,d: Complaints which have
been juflly made on this Occaûon.

The moíl cerratri Expedíent ro increa(e
our Seamen will be to encourage them. Sorne
think the advancing rheir Pay will be a
weighty Articletothis End. Others are
.not for putting the, Crown ro any extraer ..
dinary Charge; on chis Accounr, becauíe
the Wages which our Seamen have at pre-
fenr are as preferable ro thoíe commonly
paid by ether Maritime Powers, as Is tire
Merhod of OUT Viélualling them: They
farther argue, that to pa.,r thefe Wager wei!
will be the- Lift of the Cau{e; chat if Sailors
are cenûantly paid at the End of'a V'oyage,
or once in a Twelvemonth, and ccafeto
be rerrífy' cl with Prefs- Warrants, ~(. cliat
vou will then find them cr~w"l irito the
Navy, and will I;e. af>le ro Maniyour,fleet
without forcing·rllem ro fene/m it; from,
whence will ~aturalTy ñow the foflowing
Advantages Ut the Publick, whereby We
may he enabled to add ro their Wages if
it {hall he found abíoluccly necceïlàry, (yet
even then, if the'Payments are not con-
fiant and regular) We are but wnere wc was,}. . .. ,
'VII:..

l. The Government will fav~ a C:01l-fidei';'
able $um of Monèyby having licde or no'

Occa:fion.

i ..,.\.
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Oecafion for a Train of Tenders on che
Men of ,War, Preís-Smácks, Ketches, &c.

II. Imprefi Moncy, and 'the Disburfet
menes charg'd'by Officers whilí] employ'd
in manning the Ships, will be alfo faved,
whieh, wíth the foregoíng A_r~ic:1e, rnay
amount to íeveral thoufands of Poundsper
Ann. in W:ar time, when We ought ro be
very frugal. .~, 1~"

-:{" .

, III. By conílanr and Frequent Paymènt$,
the la.nguifhing Credit of the peor 'Sailors
will fo rife as at once to ruin the pernicioús
Tradeiof ,thofeEnorcioners and Ttcket-
Mongers, .whoha'tb fo longprey'd upon the
Wages of their hard Labour. .

/ '
IV. By, chis Means the Governmenr, in all

probta4iJMty, m~ybe aífured 'ofhaving a
fumcjen~'Numt)'er of Seamen rcadyonany
Emergency, and may therefore.· not be
obliged to keep large Ships in full Payall
the Winrer, chieRy ro have Men to aníwer
for the Summer's Service, as may nave
béea heretofore done. .

.SUÇ~ls.~ms.may be,{aved inWar Time by
. this lafl: Article, as will vallIy over-ballance
any ching thar can be broughr from the
ether Side of the Quefiion. . But notwirh-
ûandíng what Lhave here advanc'd againil:

B 1. . Imprcûing, '.

•
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Jrrpr~ffing, yer {lm ir does appear reafbn-
able ro me, that there íhould rernain fuch
a Power upon the moû exçraordinaey Oc-
cations, and where [he Service cannot be
carried on w~çhouç ir; and chis, becaufe ir
may preve of Advanrage, fince when the
Sailors know chey may be prefs'd, chey
Will cerrainly prefet going with fuch Eri-
~ouragemel1t, as may' bè offer' cl in this
Cafe, ro their beíng obliged to ferve wírh-
~llt ~ny ;lt all, and more efpecially when
they ;¡r~ afTured pf their ray in a certain
Time.
, Thenext Difcotlrage~eht to our Seamen,
~f~er rhaç of Imprefling, is their being
rurn'd over from S,hip to Shir: And al-
though the Service may often make this ne-
eeflary, yet ícveral Inconveniencies fJow
froin h~ncc. J)ur~ng the laí] War. with
France, there were, 1 believe, fome Men
who ~e,;e . turn'd over 3 o~4tímes inthe
Courfe pf a few Mortths: By théfe Means
thci~Wage~ w~rc d~vi~ed ínto fO, many
~ayme~ts~and tllOf~ Paymcnts prQba~ly
ma'de at 10 màny dtfferenc Ports, wluch
muft be very troublefome and vcxatious,
Wore ~fpeciany fl10U,Id it happen, t~at rwo
of the Ships. ~~e on Pay at o~e ~Qd tl~e
. fame time. .
, Again, If a Sailor has been ab~~ad for
2. or 3 YeatS, and the Ship He is in is or-
¿er'd home, and' (here be Others rhat a're
;o.., '. ., ' f '" '
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to ftay out WhO want Men, is it not a Gríe-
vanee, that He {hall be turn'd into one of
chofe, and be forced to continue abroad
fome Yeats longer, not only to the preju-
dice of his Health, by fo long earing of
Salt Províflons, but to the great dífquiet of
Himfelf, His Family, His Friends and Re-
lations? 1 have already obferv'd, thar his
Maje1l:y's Service may often require the
ruming over of Men, and. rherefore all chat
can be done here is, co make thofe fo re-
moved as eafy as poffible; and this may be
by immediaeely paying them che Money
due to them in the Ships chey are dífcharg'd
from, whereby they will have a Sufficieney
to equip chemfelves, and notbe devoured
by Extortioners, and begin a new Voyage
naked. How far this ís, at prefent, praétis' d
in the Navy 1 cannet fay.

The Stace and Condition of our Sick
and Wounded Seamen on board, for want
of freth Proviíions wl1il1l:at Sea, is fueh as
~erits regard. There is indeed a good and
fit Allowance from the Government of
Sugar, 'FlIuit, Spices, ère. propet for them
wben attended with Fevers, orother
Difeafes, where a fpareDiet ís abfolutely
neçeífary; But when they begin ro recover,
and chHe' Appetites require fomething of
more fubílaneial Nouri{hment rhan Water-
Gruel or Rice, then it Is rhat frelh Meat
;md ~r9t~ i~ wanted ço refiote to [hem

. their



~~. ( 14 )
theírdeeay'd Strengrh, and confirm them'
in a Stace of Healrh, without running the
rifqueof relapíing, or falling into a Scor-
butical State, which is.rhe common Fare of
fuch who ímmediarly fan ro the eating of
Salt Proviíions afrer a long Fit of Sicknefs.
1 believe One may fafely affirm, thar in the
laíl Wat We Ioíl as many more Seamen by
Relapíes and the Scurvy, for wanrof frefh
Provifions, whílû Sick on board, as were
dcílroy'd by the Enemy.

As te thoíe who had the Mísfortune to
be wounded, not a few have fele the wa nt
of frefh Provifions when.dpey.hav-e lain on'
board fome time wi~h the 101s of a Limb,
or any ether Wound, and had no ether
Suílenance than Water- Gruel, (in1ùfliciem:
(O fupport their Spiriç~,) .or Sale Meat,
which creared bad Blood, and fo retarded
the Cure, if ir did not bring on alanguifh.
ing Death. A good Diet is certainlyevery
way as neceííàry rowards theRecoverycfeue
Sick .andWQu,nded:Searnen, as fls,k.ijful?hy-
fician or Surgeon, Without whích they will
find all their Arr, and the ESlcacy of rheir
beíl Medicines baflled. ,

Now 1 [hou'd thinkfùch Objcéts as tIrefe,
who caU 10 loudly for Support, might he
reliev' cl with very Httle Expence to the Go ..
vernment; for whar if the Dpdor or Suc ...
geon was to have Money aclvanc'd tO Him
~o anfwer th~s PU~PQ(~) (o that He mighe

. 9ltway~
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slways bave Iomethíng freíh on board fof
bis Patients, untill íuch time as they cou'd
be put onShore to the Hofpitals. .

Having faidfo much of the Sickon board,
let US J.10W fee how "i'cfares with them who
are fenrafhore to tbe Hofpirals, or ro Sick
Q!larters, From the Ships , and here We
111al1alfo find Matterto complaín of; for'
it ofren happens, thar the Ship may fail be ..
fore He, who is fo put on-Shore, recovers, or
the Time is out which is allow'd for his
Retùrnen board : Nay, his Sickneís may
continue fo long, that He eannot poflibly
get on board any Ship fm fome Weeks or
Months, In this Cafe He' is eíther Run on
the Ships. Books, otDifeharg'd Sick wírh a:
§2.._ue~r,which ~ is every way ai bad as the
R, for they both flop the Pay t¡1I good
Reafons are given for rheir Removal, and'
have been borh found equalIy difficult [o be
got off.

This is really a Grievance, in thar it has
been the Means of Lois to many an honeít
Seamen; for let us fuppoíe, thar a Man has
two Years Pay due in the Ship from'
whence .He is put Sick aíhore, and thar
His -Ship failes before his Rerurn 011 board"
fo chat He has a Qor R fet on Him: Let'
Us further fuppofe, thar, to fave his Pay
there, He repairs on board another alfooa

. aS' He is able, where he dies. Now his
Relations, o-r th&re elltitled ro his Pay,

, tanno'

!
l'

Il
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cannet receive it becaufe of the Qor R; and
as they may be ínrírely unacquainted wírh
the troùblefomeMechod how ro proceed in
fuch a Cafe, they may, afrer encountering
Dífficulries, drop ir, and look no further
afier what they have a juil Title to. Nay,
it may fo happen, thar He may have no
Relation or _Friend ro appaar at the Pay
Table, and then who knows but. fome vile
Sharper, that underûandsthe <ts and R's;
and knows how to forge Powers, may im..
pofe both on the Government, and rhoíe
who have a juft daim to the W:.lges of the
Deceas' cl ? . .. '

To carry chis yet farther, Let us íuppofê
the Perfon fo Q:d or R'd ro live, and even
here We 111a11find He may fuffer, fince it is
not vt;ry improbable that He may continue
abroad long afrer che firft Ship He was in Is
paid off. His Atwrney eaanot receive his
Pay there for the Reafons already given ;
and before his Return home the RecalIs
may be over, and the Books clofed; fo that:
if He does gec theQ.. or R ,off himfelf, He
will only then have aLíft Ticket, which He
may never live ro fee paid ; for they are fo
-much in Arrear, thar rhey cannot be dif-
pofed of but at a furprizing Diícount, The
enly Way ro remedy chis, is, Thar ~he
Caprain, ouboard whofe Ship He repairs
when he leaves the HofpitaI, fhould imme..
diately cercify, chat fuch a Perfon, put a·

filor"
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Ihore S.fè:k [rom fuch a Ship, is adualJy on _
board of Him : This fhou'd be íenc [O the
Navy OBice, and noted onrhar Ship's Book
to favç' tb~ poor Man's Pay ¡ as íhou'd the
Surpon' s Certificare of che Hofpíral, in like
manner, if He lies long Sick or Dies there;
And jl} chis Cafe ic wouId be weIl if che
Executors of the Deceafed, o.. of chofe who
are kill'd in the Service, were immcdia,tly
paidthe Demand which they have. 011 the
Treafürer or Paymaíler of the Navy on

- their Account. 1 glfe,: this, becaufe 1 can
produce an Jníbnpc,flnd no doubr but
there arc; many more, of a Perron kill'd in
the Service in the Year 1718, whofe Exe-
curors 1)9,tl(llPwitli· .rhe Methods of Pay i"
the Navy, loft every CaU of the Ship; and
the Books heing clofed, chey have now got
a Lift Ticket for the Wages of the Deceas'd,
whi:cbIbeliev~ they may wait Jon~er for
tha., tthey have." . ,

Before We part wíth chofe ~iUin/{ Letters
to Seamen, the Q:S and R' s,We filan rouch
on cheal'ticle of Leave, whereín che latter
is much concern'd, Sometimes it happens,
that a Sailor may.exceed the Liberty' givelÍ
flim tg be a;bfent froro bis Ship, and fa
may he Ieft behind: Thoughthis inqeed
defervesPunifllment, yec i,t does Dot reqQire
a total Lofs .0rPay ;,and yet this is rO()lofcen

I the Confequence, br. Q1a~ing Him Run front
çhe Ship, even w,henHe i~aéluaJJy enter'd on

e bO:ll',\1
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board anorher, and whenthís Defèrtion orthe
Ship may probably arife from the fear of
being whip'd and pickled for not rerurning
in due Time; which Mechod of Puniíhment
links and debaíes the Spirits of our Seamen;
and as it 15 incontiftent with rhat good Na-
ture, by wltich Englifomen are ambitions ro
be díflinguifh'd, it max juflly be wonder'd
how ir carne firft ro be introduced, and
ûíll continue in the Navy. .Buras Wè fhall
hereafrer have occafion ro fpeak more par-
ricularly of Puniíhmenrs, let Us further con-
fider the Cafe of the peor Sailor, probably,
rhus frighren'dfrom His own ro another Ship,

If He has not much Paydue, 'ris
likely He may not coneern Himfelf a-
bout getring the R otf to fave ir; If He
does, Be will meer with much. di~culry,
and perhaps no Succefs therein. Topùt an
End ro chis Difèouragemenr rhen, it is pro-
poíed, Thar the Caprain, on' board which
Ship He enters, certifie the famé, andîm-
rriediately tranfinitthe Iaid Cerciñcate to
the Cornmiïlioners ofthe Navy, where, on
comparing His Encry in one ShipWichhis
being made Run.from the other, it will foon
appear wherberHe had anyDefign co deferl!
the Service: If ir appears rhat He had n<;>t!,
let Carebe taken ro fave his Pay due [here;
and let Himbepllnifhed for his N egleét~
How far whar is here propófcd;' inrefpeét
to Q,:s an~ R's, is at prefem .praœ,ëd in
I ./ , '. th~
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theNavy,I know- noc; burif what 1 offe~
will in any wife help co ûoprhe Inconve-
niences and Diícouragements flowing there-'
fromco Seamen, it will be Satísfaétíon
enough CQ me.

The cornmon Method of paying our Meo
of War, juil: as .chey are going co Sea, is a·
nother Dífcouragement to Seamen, andalfo
to rheir Families and Creditors, as well as
a Difad vantage to the Communiey.

1. Beeaufe great Sums are by chis mean!
carried OUt of che Country, which rarely
or never find the way home again.

"

U.8ecauro·fevoratof rheir Families fuf.
fer hereby ¡ for fome of tl~em are fo wíck ...
ed, thar their Wives and Children are che
lcaû of their Care, and chey thougluleísly
f~tlan¡ier cbac a"'ay, when abfent feom
home, which fhculd be for their Support;
whereby che Pariíhes are leaded wíth POOl',
Or the Number of Thieves .increas'd, fince
Necefficy too often puíhes fome ta unlawful
Couríes. ' I

. Ill. Such Paymenrs are a Detriment to
their Creditors, who mua of courfe fuffer
as well as the. Families of che Seamen; for
if theynegleót oae, ir ís not ta be fàppofed
thafthey will much f('gard the other. As
the Ca~ !lands, if the¡ CrQditor$ get any

e a. ching ,
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thing, they mua fomerímes be at the
Charge of a Iourney ro Port!moflth or
,Plymouth for it,. \

AIl thar can be faid for rhus paying the
Ships when they are upon failing, or juíl
ready for their Voyage, is, chat the Men are
hereby kept togerher, who wou'd otherwífe
be difpers'd, in- regard whilfi .rhey are pof-
éfs'd of Money and Liberty, they will not .
appear on board according to their Dury .. '
But this Reafon, for fo doing, will fall of

. Courie, aíToon as the neceíTary Encourage-
ment of our Seamen .takes place.

Ply u'e!/ .and Punifh well, is a Maxim
thar ought ro be obferv'd in the Navy:
Wllen an O{fender is punHh'd, Heíhould
beconvinc'd, thar He deferees ,ir, and chat
ic is DOt metely ro gratify the Revcnge Or-
Paffionof any Officer: Hereby the Guilcy
may fuflèr withour murmuring,and no-
thing of Mutiny or Diícontent will appëar,
Almoa aIl Perfons, but €fpeciaJly rhofe of
an íngenuous Temper, will do more wíeh
good chari bad Uíage , and chis is certain,
thar rhey who are kindly creared by theír
Oflicers will rufh on ro Dearh at ehein Corn.
mand, \Vhen, on the conrrary, chofe who
ufe d}cm -¡Il will orren perceive a backwatd-
nefs in them ta engage, and that perhaps
for no orher Reafon but becaufe the,~have
been abufed by them, and want án OPP?r-

, tunny
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tunicyro reverige, thcltifelves: ,1 will not
fay,that'Cowarditè bas not beëncharg'doft
fdmleUeaclemenforno o~er Rearan but the
ill Treatment of -'chofe utt-der 'rheil COIn:"
tmlnd.lt is 1\~'Sigo'OfCduragè, nor in..

I rl~ed, 'Of, any "Vfrfuc, ro b,e forward.tó
ilrikea, Man (dr'e'Very ttMaíI Otfënce, e..
fpecialIy when He darê$riót, Iife èp ois
Band, nor makethe lclíftRefinance co his
fUlgiy Officer., , '
• "Ta rêgula.ce What 1rtay "!f;eariüfs "in 't-he
N'aval 'Ptinífturlcl1ts, '~hdtftaftheymay 'be
hdequate ro rhè Ctime; ;itispropofed,

Thar perry Ofiences, as wellas capital
, ~!mes, b~'n:j~ .~C?~rts-'M,attial; ana
ast1îè láttèr 1s ëè1tHpOs cl 'df Command-
ers, underOath ro do Jûf1:ice,fet the for ..
mer confifiof fome of the Officers of the
Ship, withouc taki.ng·any,like the Regiment-
id·Coúrrsin "rbe:&rmy.' L'et·t~êreh~ar' and
tletermirre any ,Matter 'brought' {)eforethem,
and ~ffix fuch 'PitÍlifhment ro the Crime as
they'Qlall think mofl: reafonabîe. 'By,this
Mèthod no' Man will be puhHh'd'in'; Paî--
lion,'and reéeive moreSrrlpes HlanhisOt:
fèitce ,defetves: 'Ahd 1mUéh¡.~t1eníon, who.
therthe Solemniry ofthe" Prbcefs woufd
-~ót ba~e fuchWeight on "thc:'hip:S "Com.
pany, ~s to·deterthem ftol'tl '3n1' thitlg vi.
èious, and make Crilninals cafier' unacr the

/ Púnifhment infiiéted. ' " ' '

The
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The Miferies of thofe taken in War oug.ht

alfo to beconfider' d, as weIl to prevent
rheir Death in Confinement:abroad, as their
being forc'd, by cruel Ufage and for the
fake of Liberty, to enter ínso foreign Ser-
vice. Should they hold out through {barp
Hunger and Neceíliry untill their Releaíe,
let not the gallant Englijhman, in his "at-
ter'd Garb, loaded with VenDine, be forc'd
to beg hislVay honi~; but let fuca Care
be taken of Him as his Bravery deferees,
and let Him not be forc'd ro Seaagain;
defliture, friendlefs, and in. thar difmal
Plight whct'cin He leavcsa:t>rifc:>n .. 1.'oran
Encouragement in this Cafe, where a Kíng's
Ship ís clearly bought by theEnemy,
whar if the Company's. ..Pay was to run
on, and be paidon thcît R~tUt1lm>me,,~
Methinks rheCharge would nor be gteat;
fince 'ris whar may feldom happen, and
hereby we might peevent fome of oue Men
(rom entéring .into the Enemy~sServil=e.

There ísanother great I?ifêouragement.,
whichfew.have taken ·NOtice'~of, ançl~,hat
is tbe building Ships for·Sale ,to.other
Maritime powers, àndmanning them to
th:eir Ports with our Men. This is a fort
of Robbe.rycommittcd .on the publick, in
that it; plunders. t:~ •.;.,S.e.()f many u1èfu~
Bands: The Men fo fhipp;d know,:~ot
the Ship is to be foId at Cadiz.~.o~:any
other Place, bur by plaufible Scories ~re

lU"
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ínveígled ro enter oq board her, hoping
to make a good Voyage. But how foon
are they difappointed~ and' ~1l theír pr07
mi6ng Sopes defiroy d z For perhaps the
Ship is íold ac the very firí]. Port the
comes. ro, where being defhture of Ne ..
ceílàríés, and muchencouraged by Fo-
reigners, they enter into -their ,Service,
where fome marry and feule, and fo are
indrely loíl , and if Others return, ir Is
generaJly after a JonI Time.

TheShips thuscarried ro Market are ge.
nerally very large, and confequentIy.rakeup
many Hands ro navigate them : And as there
are íeveral Infiances of this Kind, w~mua
h~t~ ru~er'd mue&,.t9i$'~n,'; 1 :reme~-
ber, wnen 1 was in the Neighbourhood
of 'Catliz, there was a Merchant- Ship cal.
led the .Ramellies, of about 7 or 800
Tuns·.··.difpo,fed of' te..:tbé ..,Sp.itlrds, not
Ioqg '''éfore our Eng;agonient with' them
off ofSi,ciIJ: From which Ship 1am weil
alfured rhere was not Iefs than: a hundred
'M~uJ turn'p afhore ro fuift forrhemfelves,
al: .a Time when tbey eventhougni' .theit .
Voyage in -tes Infancy; fomeoE which
were,~ Pt? ·doubt,orí· board the Spaniards
in 'rhar' ,4dion.

Nqw •to fiop mis Canal, which as .it
leffens thé Numbêr of out Seamenmuft
prevent: tbeir Increafe, will be .a Point
wor~hy tfteÇonfi~ef~l:ion. of·the Senare. 1
. ~opw
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pow not whether there is füch a Law
~n fo~~~" buç if' the, Maller' of ~VC1y
Merchant-Sl1ip was ()~liged ro give an
,Accoune, on his Return home, of the
Men 'Ele carried out with Him, 1 am well
;alfured tlpnC w()uld dare to fay, that H~
fold bis §hipat fuch a Port, and turn' cl,
tbem a~l ~fhore cd filift for ehemíelves,
W ere tllçy ~ 1 fay J to be made !:pus ac-
coullca~1: .~qr .erer¡ ·~~nthey. carry. a..
bread, fucha Pra¿t~t would íùrely ceà'fe,
and maP1 Seamen be faved to their
Çountry.. ."

At tbe; fflrn:e time .~~~~ça~¡;. i~t~~~,tl.ln
this' Refpeét, it ís ijoped the ltlirC~levous
rr;1étice of feUing Sh~ps of Force abroad, to
fuch as ~re likely tq be o~r Enemíes, will be
!}opp·q.:;;3lld 1 pq,ù fee.h9~·.IÀ~ fo~e~ Fan
J>e pr.e.veqíed. without this; for if th~ c~.l};
lindes the ether will continue of Courfe,
fin.ce n. O S.,h.lipcan.bec~r. ¡.ed a~roa.d.W~.t~,o..ut
Men ;~att}1l: whofe El'1tr3~e l~to ~ny.qtll~(
Service· W~.c_aQn~be. &:qO caref'}l, ..iCf~~l
\Vb.ep:W~fiDd~m en~a¡edhy «he~
M~tjt4ne .J'owet$, "h() 'l~arn froPl' tbelll
what it will he ourI'9licy ro k~,p tbemig.:.
llorantQf.What .raifefl a late Northern
Prince to fo high an Eminence, buto':l,ç
People ?Had it not beer" for UsHe would
tlotbave made (o ire~ a Figur~ ip}iif
nory. In a WOl:d, it was our Ship..Wl1j,h~~
,nd SaU(>Fs, t,hat.~~~,H~1l.l fOlC9,Jl~q~~~~;eatça. :... ' ....
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Sea : Andas We, well know how He would
have return'd aU th~fe Favours, if He bad
been in our Neighbourhood,lec Us manage
more wiíely for rhe future, and not fpread
our Naval Dífcípline where We may have
Caufe to repent ír, -

Before 1 quie this A(ttc1e, 1 think Iome
eue oughr co. be taken topreve{\t Sea-
men rwnning From Merchanr- Ships inro
Foreign Service, which has been too ofren
donc. ro the derrímenc of· the Merchant,
andd.i11Çrv#:e of che .Stace : .This is chieBy
ow.ing ro fome wicked and arbirrary Mon ..
fiers, (for~hey deferve Ilot the Name of
MCIiI,) who. in long y oy.~ges, when chey
c,0Il1~r!tn.'t~~;Nil1!:ijiL:¡;?lJ1f(um & /Ether~,
play. che ryranc, andtake Páibs co preve
they 'have no Humaniry in' thern : From.
fueh Abufes -rhe Men rake rhe firíl Oppor-
tuniey.co ;~'l, efpecia~y:,'.~pce .the ~ erhod
of paylng ln Merch,anc-Sblps 1$ fuco,tbat
they cannot ofœn lofé much rhereby.. To
1'eéti~this, ir were ,[O. be .wífh'd, thar the
Gentkmçn:, of Tritlity.-Houfe had fuch a.
Power ·wdg'd withrhem, as might put: an
End to che Abufes of Seamen in bur Mer-
chant-Shipsabroad, who, from a juil: Re.
femment of bafe Ufage" have frequendy
heeu foreed to commence a Suit of Law
for the W âges, which have been ju!Uy due
ro them. .

D 1 have
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, Lhave ofren confider'd, that for wanr of
clue Entouraget'Í\en~ to Seamenin Merchanr
Ships, in War~Time, the Crówn lofes much
of its Revenue, andmany' Traders lare
ruíned and undone, and this 1 rake ro be \
chiefly owing C? there being no Allowance
tnadero rhem; in cafe they fhould lofe a
Limbin the Defence of rheir Ship. A
Man may be very brave, and yer rheFear
of begging about' [he Streets may reafo-
nably get thé better of' his Courage, fo
thar He may prefer a Prifon, in a whole
Skin, ro the chance of Liberty, which may
he arrended wirh fuch aMalma$'will in.
fallíbly preve his 'Ruli1C:; "Jf¡i,~)Sfaíp be
bravely defended and íaved, rhofe who are
corrcern'd in the Cargoe ought to reward
rhofe who defended that which chey would
not ctherwifc have' lrad, and'take fome'
Care of the wounded and hurr , And as
the Crown may .íave 'IeveralThoufànds of
Pounds in the Dury of the Good~,.1fdie·
Shíp be rich, which, if .loíl:, "'outil"not'
bri ng 'in one Farthing~ m!=thi'nks1t filou' cl
readily reward thofe who déíerve ir; àrrd
the rather, 'fince the nexr Voyage they rakc
may. be iodle Navy. ' But tho' 1 fpeak of
Encouragement to Sailors in' Merchanr ..
Ships, lcritnot rife ro higha,s rhar in
Men of \Var, fince àH poffible Motives'
Ihou d, b:: ulcd ro draw them inrotheFlcet.

By
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By en~ouragfng the Seamen in our Mer- ,

chant-Shîps, the Priíons of our Enemíes
lvi1l net be fo crowded .with hisMajeíiy's
,subjeéts, por will ~ pitíful Sal!! Rove r,
or ;1. [mail Rcw-boat, cake a Ship thar ís
able tp~fe~4 ',he,rCdf againtl: t~e former,
aQci 1l:ow~hç l~teer in her Hóld.. Hereby
Wç fhall m)e llave Cp manyPeople in 51a-
very at Mfl¡14inez in a War wírh the, M()ors~
nor will the qoverqmen,t be, put to ío grear
a ChariF fOf· tbeiFRedemprion as, ie has
been.·' ManY' other Advançages mighr flow
From hence: Buc to kcep the Men, firidly
to theír Dury, under fuch EnCQUrflgem~nt8.
let. ie.,~e.;or#àin'~,., t~~~F.ift'~Y pfr,11c",
íbalI rerure eofi¡ht 111sEtlJ!my, whçn ella
Majoriry are for ir,' he fhall forfeir .his
Wages; And in cafe any íhall defert the

¡~ ,Shi}' "fhen !h~.~q~s, àAJ9r~~.pr .i~ in. Da11-
; 1er, bef.ore.u: 15. gener~ny com;lqqçd thaç

[here is no Poliibility of faviflg her, lç~
~~ çowarclly Wretch alfo forfeic bis. paYt

"tlfcer'a few Years )?e;lce,and on t~la
C0tnmencclllenç of a War, wc have gent-"
ra,11y fo,und ourfe1vesar a Lofs to maIl
.the FJeer, infomuch tbat we have beeQ.
obliged to. fweep the ~iv~r of Watermen,
and impr:efs Mep out of. the Colliers and
opr hom~ward·bound Traders, to their nc>
finalI DiíTcrvice. 'For chis Rcaíon 1 havé
ªlw~ysllecn ()f Opinion, chat it woulcJ

. D2. be



( ~g )
l-e ,an advapeage, e,o the Gorerrim;nt ta
keep a confiderable Number of Seameri
inPay, even }'vhenW'e bave no War; Iince
hereby thé Dífficúinès \Vé have knówn
may 'b5l' rernov'd. Huc whèn 1 mention
this" 1 am not for having themIye idle,
nor be crowdcd inro Gu'ârd. S11íps, but
employ'd,'in fucha manner,or tin fuch
Works, as rltè :Crown Ihaíl .rhlnk mofl:
proper. The; Seamen on board the Fleet
al: Port Mf/hm, were moflly: ernploy'd ,
when in Harbour, in building, thè: fine
Wharf there, \\ híçh <W;lS .raiíed ¡'àt a fmall
Chargeto the'OovertimeHt; ednlidéring
the Work'; Why may not. then thefë Men
be cmploy' q in, his Maicíly's Dock- Yards,
Iathe Repai~s.of a111 GarrUon, er«. where
be Publick 'ís concerrred ?' By 'cHis Me-
thod, and the ether Encouragements pro-
pofed,co all humane A,ppéárahee, Wc {hall
nor want a SuŒiclency 'of SaHorstoan~
[wer all the 'Scivices of ':rh'CiJCtOWll by •
Sea. "'"

If our Seari1eri were brqûgHt iñtdCre-
dit,. thegr~at Number ofextoJtin.g Land ..
ladte s 'wou d foon be Ieífend,' whofe
d{)ub!eChalk'has proved very mifchíevóus
ro [hem: Th~n, 'cis likcly,We ,111;lllno
more hear of l~ilIsof :Sa~e,givénfor '1.0 L
before ány thing is receiv'd, éland ,th~c[he
flme !lands outàgainft çhemwben chey
ba\e not had haif the Vaue [hercof. Then
; ¡ \. " , Sailor$

, ,'; 'Î
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Sailots wiU ceáfe ro ;;¿ontr~ Debts at'
every Port, and not' be 'ae IUl: torced-ro
~y a~roa:d, and, ellterint~ .fOl'e~gn Ser-
vice fot fear of a Prifon, ,l-b,tbe' Preju'"
dice of the honeíl as' wel1'-as dilhoneft
Creditors, ,But Ihould not all rheíe good
Thingsarife from the fotegoií1gPtopo ..
fais, as al! cannet be èxpeéted at once,
why may not thofe who credit Seamen
be under fome Limitation?
, There is a C,lo(eand iníeparable Can";
neÇtion berween Trade and Naval Power,
aria onecannot fubfifi wirhout the -orher¡
If We would increafe the latter, let Us
readiJy enpburage the former, 'ahd"thèn
W,e',ftfaW not w~nt Sêañten;'wbíth arethe
Life of' both. This nàturally leads/Mé
ro our Fiíheries, and ro wonder, wíth
many'(?tbers, 'h"ow",We came ro negleé1:'
~hè fJerring ..Trade" as We háve,'ev~h when
AU ,a~.ree; "th?t .We- ,~ave .the Advantagcl
9!OU¡,~e~gH~o",rs,:~be,'P,ut~h" 'therein :
Sl~uaqpn .'~nd ]ttlhce maket, tflisOul's,
yet,. tó 'dUr great Lars, chat adVahcageous
Trade; t~at Seminary (>f Seámerl,' 'is, in
à mariner,' removed to Hollttnd ,where
'rhoufà,nds of IFamiHes are mairlt~in'd by
what ic, is, allow'd We could carry on ae
~efs ;Chàr,e and (Irou?Ie. , Theyare an
lnclufirious People, and We. may le~rn
(nanx Tbin,gs, in ,point qf 'rrac;fe, from
H~em~,lw~~itu,larly: ~n"th;is, theçunO~f
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of which fome Authors reckon to have 
amounted formerly to 50o,ooo I. per An­
num, whicb,is probably more now. Nay, 
by this Traffick, they import to Us the 
very FHh wh.ich they take on our Coaft, 
which is not much to our Credit. I 
mention this for no other Reafon, hut 
that We may turn our Eyes to a proper 
Nurfery for Sailors, fo that We may never 
be at a Lofs for them, in cafe of a fud­
den Rupture. 

Now I am upon this Topick, it may 
npt be improper to take Notice of the 
ljberty the French had in the late War 
(which whether they enjoy now or no I 
cannot fay) of filhing upon our Coafi, 
where the Fifh driving ro Spawn, the heft 
Draughts are. If this does not leifen the 
Number of our Fifi1ermen, who always 
p]ak~ good Sailors, it certqinly is a De­
triment to them; for I have ~fee,1 Com. 
plaints formerly from fomt; of the· Filhing 
Towns Qn the Coafis of Kent and Suf 
fix, wherein tb~y have undertaken to prove 
~hat they have fuffer'd great LotTes. Surely 
ihen Care fhou'd 'be taken, that no Fo .. 
reigners over-r~n Us i£l QUI Fi~'efy, and 
infult our Fifl1ermen. 
· I ~;ememqer the Time, in 'the late War 
with France, whe11 1:here were fu~h large , 
french Fifuing-J3oats ~m· our Coafr, an~ iq 
~any ~e~ ~~ the~~ 'that the~ ~ere ~f.d-: 

· pecLe _, 
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petted to be difguifed Privateers, and thar 
iome of our firagling Trade was fome­
tirrtes fnapp'd up by them. If this was 
not fo, yet I am aifur' d their lying upon 
our Coafi: was of ill Confequence ; for 
there have been Perfons who have feen 
a Man ride down to the Water-fide, and, 
by waving His Hat, has had a Boat come 
to Him from them, to whom Papers have 
been deliver' d, with which they have 
failed over to /!ranee aifoon as the Boat 
return'd on board the Velfe1. By lntelli­
gencies convey' d in this manner, Convoys 
may have been intercepted, fome of our 
Trade and Men oi War may have fuf­
fer' d, and of Confequence our Seamen, 
for whofe Encouragement I have been fo 
long arguing. This, therefore, will merit 
Conftderation, if We ever have a War 
with that Kingdom again. 

Before I conclude, I wou' d recommend 
the difcountenancing that profane Swearing 
and Curling which fo much abounds in the 
Navy: Let the Laws in Force for this End 
be duly executed, and if they are not fuf­
ficienr, add thereto: Thus by taking Care 
to banilh Vice from the Fleet, We may have 
many faber People fend their Children to 
Sea, who now fear to do it, as thir1king 
it a Path to DcfiruClion. I have now 
touch'd on every Thing which I thought 
material, or ~ha~ I cou'd readily think of 

l!1 
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in the líule Time al1ow'd me for ir; Had
thac been. longer ir might have been more
perfeét, however, as iris, 1 hope ir will
meer with a kind Reception. 1 filan 0111y
add, that if it becomes rhofe on the Con.
tinent to have theír Frontier~Towns in good
Order, it certainly behovcs Us Iílanders to
'be as careful and follicrtous about our
Shippipg. andSeaQien, fince a N cgleét in
either may be fatal: By' a due Care here-
in, We {hall enlarge and advance our Trade,
and of Conf~qucnce increafc our Seamen,
and obtain what HísMajeûy [o gr~ciou{]y
recommends to your moa Honoarable
Houfe. 1 have the HOfour tt be

S IR,

10ter mo./I Obedient,
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