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The Encouragement and Ins |
creafe of SEAMEN
confider’d.

HEN 1 confider the happy
ol Situation of our Ifland; the
B/l 'Advantage which we have
) } over our Neighbours by
RN our Naval Power ; that we
are in no want of Mate-
rials to improve it; that we have brave
and gallant Sailors to Man our Ships 5
- that we have navigable Rivers and fafe
Harbours for their Security, and that We
are every  Way qualified to defend Ous
Seclves, and annoy our Encmies, it feems
as if we were peculiarly blefs’d by Hcaven,
#s well in thefe Things as in a happy
A Go-
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Government, and in a Prince now reign-
ing, whofe chief Aim certainly is to make
Us a flourithing and great People. How
gracioufly does his Majefly exprefs him-
felf to that honourable Houfe of which
you are a Member ?

¢ T think Myfclf obliged to recommend
“ ¢ you a Confidcration of the greareft
“ Tmportance ; and I fhou’d" look upon
“ jt as a great Happinefs, if, at the be-
“ oinning of my Reigu, I cou'd fce the
“ Foundation of fo great and neceflary a
“ Work, as the Increafe and Encourage-
« ment of our Scamen in general, that
“ they may be invited, rather than com-
“ pell’d by Force and Violence, to entcr
< jnco the Service of their Country, as
« often as Occafion fhall requirc it: A
« Confideration worthy the Reprefenta-
¢ rives of a People great and flourifhing
“ in Trade and  Navigation.” =

Here we read the generous Concern of
his Majefty for the Welfare of his Sub-
“je@s, and particularly that Part of them
which the Kingdom cannot be in Safety
without, whom He wonld rather bave in-
wited than compell’d to férve their Country :
Hereby the dejeced Spirits of the Sailors are
raifcd, as hoping foon to have the Grie-

vances they have labour’d under redrefs’d,
which



(5)

which will infallibly invigorate and
firengthen the State, by increafing their
Number; Hence we may be affured, that
if any part of the Community is afflicted,
either by want of Liberty or otherwifc, the
Hardthips it fuffers fhall be no fooner laid
open than fuitable Relief will be adminif-
terd. - When a gracious Ear is lent to the
Diftrefs’d; when Right prevails, and Juf-
tice bears the Ballance, then He who reigns
may be truly faid to be the Vice-Gerent
of ‘God upon Earth, by the benevolent
Power which He exercifes. This is oue
Cafe, and long, very long may We be
thus happy. The Glory fo acquird by
obliging the Publick, is the only folid
Glory which none can cavil at, becaufe
every Onc partakes of it: Hereby the
Honour of the Prince will be the Felicity
of the State.-—- But whither will chis de-
lightful Subject carry me?

The Commands, moft Worthy Sir, which
you have been pleas’d to honour me with,
I gladly obey, and fhall here point out to

. you fuch Difcouragements as our poor Sea.
men have long labourd under, particularly
fuch as have fallen under my own Obferva-
tion; and though I have little Opinion of

~my Capacity, yer I hope I fhall be able to
produce fuch Fats as will deferve your

Attention, and not be altogether unworthy

the Perufal of every Member in your au-
guft

t
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guft Affembly, who feem determin'd to
raifc our Naval Glory to the higheft Picch
which it is capable of : - It is for this Rea-
fon, that T addrefs you in: this manner,
which I had not done but from a full Af-
furance, that you believe nothing can be
too publick which is calculated for Publick
Good
The Condition of the Royal Navy at

prefent is fo flourithing, that it fufficiently
proves the Gentlemen at the Head of it
confider it as the Bulwark of our Country
And as by their extraordinary Care and Vi-
gilance We are in no want of good Shipping,
it were to be wifl'd, that We were alfo in no
want of Sailors to Man them on any Emer-
gency, as was our Cafe too often in the
late War with Framce. Could Matters be fo
regulated, that We might not be fenfible of
the fame again, happy fhould we be, fince
We then miglic not only infallibly reign
Maflers of the Seas at home, but alfo of
thofe far diftant, particularly of the Med;-
terranean, wihich we fhall always command
whillt we keep Gibraltar and Port Mahon,
(which we owe to our Seamen) and our
Fleet in the good Condition it now js s
And by a parity of Reafon may we rule in
the #eft-Indies, fince the apt Siruation of
Famaica, and our Sertlements that way, -
enable us to be the Sovereigns there ; In'a
Word, what is our Navy not capable of

| doing ?
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doing? By it (though under Difcourage-
ments) We have hitherto defended ourlelves
againft the Attacks, and reveng'd the In-
fults of our neighbouring Enemies ;  and at
the fame Time that we have awed them,
and upheld tottering States, We have fpread
Terror far' and wide, and renderd Our-
felves fo confiderable, that our Frieadthip
has been often courted by the moft power-
ful States; How much then does it behove
Us to value and encourage our Seamen (the
Soul which animates the Body of the Fleet,
and) who, from a familiarity with Danger,
fecem to be grown featlefs and uadaunted.
’Tis generally allow'd, that one of the
chief Grievances in Sea Affairs, is thar of
Imprefling Men, which barbarous Mcthod
hath certainly been as far from anfwering
the End propos'd thereby, as it is arbitrary
and.inconfiftent with thar Libetty on which
We fo much walue Ourfélves : By this We
-make a Prifon of his Majefty’s Ships to
Some, who, under betrer Management,
might chearfully ferve onboard them. The
Defire of Liberty is interwoven in the very
Nature of Man, and He therefore cannot
bear to be forced to any thing ; and where
this is the Cafe, He will, even to the ha-
zard of his Life, attempt to free himfelf
from that Service where he is involuntarily
detaind: Of this I am fo certain, chat I
will prefume to fay, feveral brave Men
o ' have

o D I
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have loft theit Lives on this Occafion. Buc
let us confider this Difcouragement more
clofely.

Suppofe a Perfon to have been abroad
two or three Years in the Merchant’s Ser-
vice, and that on his return home He
fhou'd be forcibly taken out of his Ship and
carried on board a Man of War, and be
not only denied the Liberty of fetting his
Foort afhore in his own Country to fec his
Wife or Children, or any Friend after {o
Jong an Abfence from them, but intimidated
therefrom by Centinels with drawn Cutla-
ces and leaded Mufquets untill the Ship
fails, which' perhaps keeps him abroad as
long as he was before. Is not this putting
him, in fome meafure, upon the foot of a
common Felon, who is to be tranfporred
for his Crimes, and who is not always de-
nied the reafonable Requeft of bidding
Adicu to any near or dear Relation? Is
this Treatment fic for a faithful and honeft
Subjeé, who may be fo grieved thereby,
that he may die abroad, and perhaps have
his Family fall ro the Parith, which he
might otherwife have maintain’d credi-
tably. :
This is yet more gricvous if we confider
the many Diforders committed by Prefs-
Gangs, who as frequently ftrcrch their
Power to the utmoft as they are fond of
fhewing it. Add to this the Fright whicih

: the
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Jower Rank of People are put into upof
the iffuing out of Prefs-Warrants, at which
the Working Men in Sea Ports, and theit
Neighbourhood, are fo terrified, that many
of them frequently forfake their Familics
or Abodes for a Time, rather than bé
hurried and torne away from them fot
Years, or probably for ever; which is no
inconfiderable Difcouragement to Trade,
on account of the many Hands which aré
unemploy’d for a Time on this Qccafion.
Befides all this, the Merchant is fometimes
put to an extraordinary Charge to get Merni
to bring his Ship up the River, fince His
own Company often fotfake it, in ume of
War, . at the firft Port they come to, in or-
der to skreen themfelves from the Prefs;
Then Wages run high, Seamen are fcarce,
and the Ship on that account may be de-
taingd fo long there, that thofe concern’d
in het may fufer by not having her Cargos

f

brought fooner to Market.

Thefe are but fomé of the Gficvances®

arifing from this Method of madnning the
King's Ships. Now as it is fo uncafy
to the Subjeét, and is attended with
fo- many Incorivenienciés or one Side,
and o real Advantage flows from it
on the other, it cerrainly ought to be de-
¢ry’d by evety Pacriot dnd Well-wifher to
his Country, ‘as a Practice highly injutious
to His Majelty’s Servide TR y
B Y,




R

( 10 )
fions. But as this Affair is now before
your Honourable Houfe, it is not doubted
but the urmoft Care will be raken to ftop
the many and loud Complaints which have
been juftly made on this Occafion.

The moft certain Expedient to increafe
our Seamen will be to encourage them. Some
think the advancing their Pay will be a
weighty Article to this End. Others are

not for putting the Crown to any extraor-

dinary Charge on this Account, becaufe
the Wages which our Seamen have at pre-
fent are as preferable to thofe commonly
paid by other Maritime Powers, as is the
Method of our Victualling them: They
farther argue, that to pay thefe Wages well
will be the Life of the Caufé ; thatif Sailors
arc conftantly paid at the End of -a Voyage,
oronce in 2 Twelvemonth, and ccafe to
be terrify’d with Prefs-Warrants, '¢c. that
you will then find them crowd into the
Navy, and will Be able to Man“your Flect
without forcing them to ferve m it; from .
whence: will naturally flow the following
Advantages to the Publick, whereby We
may be cnabled to add to their Wages if
it {hall be found abfolutely necceffary, (yet
even then, if the Payments are not con-
ftant and regular, We are but where we was, )

ik,
1. The Government will fave a confider-
able Sum of Money by having lictle or no-
: - o Occafion



(11)
Occafion for a Train of ‘Tenders on the
Men of War, Prefs-Smacks, Ketches, d.

IT. Impreft Money, and the Disburfet
ments charg’d by Officers whilft employ’d
in manning the Ships, will be alfo faved,
which, with the foregoing Article, may
amount to feveral thoufands of Pounds per
Ann, in War time, when We oyght to be
very frugal. X,

e
B
%

LA

" III By conftant and fieqi;enf Pajgmént,s;,

the languifhing Credit of . the poor Sailors

- will fo rife as at once to ruin the pernicious

Trade of thofe Extortioners and 7Zrckes-
Mongers, who have fo leng prey’d upon the
Wages of their hard Labour, '

1v. By.this Means the Govet;n-mc':nt, inall
probability, may be affured of having a

fufficient Numbgr of Seamen ready on any

Emergency, and may therefore not be
obliged to keep large Ships in full Pay all
the Winter, chiefly to have Men to anfwer
for the Summer’s Service, as may have
been heretofore done.

‘Such S.um's'may be faved ianat Time by

- this laft Article, as will vaftly over-ballance

any thing that can be brought from the
other Side of the Queftion. . But notwithe
ftanding what I ‘have here advanc’d againft

B 2 ~ Impretlng,
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Tmprefling, yet ftill it does appear reafon-
able to me, that there fhould remain fuch

" a Power upon the moft exraordinary Oc-

cafions, and where the Service cannot be
carried on without it; and this, becaufe it
may prave of Advanrage, fince when the
Sailors know they may be prefs’d, they
will certainly prefer going with fuch En-
couragement, as may ‘be offer’d in this
Cafe, to their being obliged to ferve with-
cut any at all, and more efpecially when
they arc affured of their Pay in a certain
Time, 4 ol , reair
" The next Diftouragement to our Seamen,
after that of Imprefling, is their being
furn’d over from Ship to Ship : And al-
though the Service may often make this ne-
ceflary, yet {cveral Inconveniencies flow

from hence. During the laft War with

* France, there were, 1believe, fome Men

who weee turn'd over 3 or gtimes in the
Courfe of a few Months : By thefe Means
their Wages were divided into fo many
Payments, and thofe Payments probabl
made at fo many differenc Ports, whicf:

" mauft be very troublefome and vexatious,

more efpecially fhould it happen, that two
of the Ships arc on Pay at one and the

“{ame time.

Again, If a Sailor has been abroad for
2 or 3 Ycars, and the Ship He isin is or-

derd” home, and there be Others that are
. to

Axt]
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to ftay out who want Men, is it not a Grie-
vance, that He fhall be turn’d into one of
thofe, and be forced to continue abroad
fome Years longer, not only to the preju-
dice of his Health, by fo long cating of
Salc Provifions, but to the great difquict of
Himfelf, His Family, His Friends and Re-
lations2 1 have already obferv'd, that his
Majefty’s Service may often require the
turning over of Men, and therefore all that
can be done here is, to make thofe fo re-
moved as eafy as poffible ; and this may be
by immediately paying them the Money
due to them in the Ships they are difcharg’d
from, whereby they will have a Sufficiency
to equip themftlves, and not be devoured
by Extortioners, and begin a new Voyage
naked. How far this is, at prefent, practisd

in the Navy I cannot {ay. ,
The State and Condition of our Sick
and Wourided Seamen on board, for want
of frefh Provifions whiltt at Sea, is fuch as
merits regard. There is indeed a good and
§c Allowance from the Government of
Sugar, Fruit, Spices, &re. proper for them
whep attended with Fevers, or other
Difeafts, where a fpare Diet is abfolutely
neceffary ; But when they begin to recover,
and their Appetites require fomething of
more fubftantial Nourithment than Water-
Gruel or Rice, then it is that frefh Meat
and Broth is wanted to reflore to them
' " their
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their deeay’'d Strength, and confirm them:
in a_State of Health, without running the

rifque of relapfing, or falling into a Scor-

butical State, which is the common Fate of
fuch who immediatly- fall to the eating of
Salc Provifions after a long Fit of Sicknefs.

T believe One may fafcly affirm, that in the

laft War We loft as many more Seamen by

Relapfes and the Scurvy, for want of frefh

Provifions, whilft Sick on board, as were

deftroy’d by the Encmy. ‘

As to thofe who had the Misfortune to
be wounded, not a few have felt the want
of freth Provifions when they have lain on
board fome time with the lofs of a Limb,
or any other Wound, and had no other
Suftenance than Warer-Gruel, (infufficient
to fupport their Spirits,) or Salt Mear,
which ¢reated bad Blood, and fo retarded
the Cure, if it did not bring on a languifh-
ing Death. A good Dict is certainly every
way as neceflary rowards the Recovery of our
Sick and Wounded Seamen as a skilful Phy-
fician or Surgeon, withour which they will
find all their Art, and the Efficacy of their
beft Medicines baffled. ‘

Now I fhou'd think.fuch Objects as thefe,
who call fo loudly for Support, might be
reliev’d with very little Expence to the Go-
vernment; for what if the Doctor or Sur-
geon was to have Money advanc’d to Him
to anfwer this Purpofe, fo that He mighe

- - always
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dlways have fomething frefh on board for
his Patients, untill fuch time as they cou'd
be put on Shore to the Hofpitals. |

Having faid fo much of the Sick on board,
let Us now fee how it fares with them Who
are fent-afhore to the Hofpitals, or to Sick
Quarters, from the Ships; and here We

thall alfo find Matter to complain of ; for

it often happens, that the Ship may fail be-
fore He, who is fo put on Shore, recovers, or
the Time is out which is allow’d for his
Return on board: Nay, his Sicknefs may
continue fo fong, that He cannot poffibly
~ get on board any Ship for fome Wecks or
Months. In this Cafe He'is either Run on
the Ships. Books, ot Difcliarg’d Sick with a
Query, which Q. is every way as bad as the
R, for they both ftop the Pay till good
Reafons are given for their Removal, and
have been both found equally difficult to be
got off.

This is really a Grievance, in that it has
been the Means of Lofs to many an honeft
Seamen ; for let us fuppofe, that a Man has
~ two Years Pay due in the Ship from

whence He is put Sick athore, and thar
His Ship failes before his Return on board,
fo that He has aQ or R fer on Him: Lee
Us further fuppofe, that, to fave his Pay
there, He repairs on board another affoon
as He is able, where he dies. Now his
Relations, er thefe entitled ro his Pay,

€annos
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cannot receive it becaufe of che Q ot R; and
as they may be intirely unacquainted with
the troublefome Method how to proceed in
fuch a Cafe, they may, after encountering
Difficultics, drop it, and look no further
after what they have a juft Title ro. Nay,
it may fo happen, that He may have no
Relation or Friend to appear at the Pay
Table, and then who knows but fome vile
Sharper, that underftands the Qs and R’s,
and knows how to forge Powers, may im-
pofe both on the Government, and thofe
who have a juft claim to the Wages of the
Deceasd: = o '

To carry this yet farther, Let us fuppofe
the Perfon fo Qd or R’d to live, and even
here We fhall find He may fuffer, fince it is
not very improbable that He may continue
abroad long after the firft Ship He was in is
paid off. His Attorney camnot receive his
Pay there for the Reafons already given ;
and before his Return home the Recalls
may be over, and the Books clofed ; fo that
if He does get the Q or R off himfelf, He
will only then have a Lift Ticket, which He-
may never live to fee paid 3 for they are fo
~much in Arrear, that they cannot be dif-
pofed of but ac a furprizing Difcount. The
only Way to remedy this, is, That the
Captain, on board whofe Ship He repairs
when he leaves the Hofpital, fhould imme-
diately certify, that fuch a Perfon, Pﬁ? as

| ore
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fhore Sick from fuch a Ship, is attually on .
board of Him: This thou'd be fent to the
Navy Office, and noted on that Ship’s Book
to fave the poor Man’s Pay ; as thou’d the

~ Surgeon’s Certificate of the Hofpital, in like

manner, if He lies long Sick or Dies there;
And in this Cafe it would be well if the
Executors of the Degeafed, or of thofe who
are kil'd in the Servicg, were immediatly
paid the Demand which they have on the
Treafurer or Paymafter of the Navy on

- their Account. I offer this, becaufe I can

produce an Inftance, and no doubr bug
there are many more, of a Perfon kjll'd in

- the Service in the Year 1718, whofe Exe-

cutors not knowing the Methods of Pay in
the Navy, loft every Call of the Ship; and
the Books being clofed, they have now gog
a Lift Ticket for the Wages of the Deceas'd,
which I believe they may waic longer for

than they have. ' L
Before We part with thofe killing Letters
to Seamen, the Q'sand R's, We thall touch
on the Article of Leave, wherein che lacter
is much concern'd. Sometimes it happens,
that a Sailor may exceed the Liberty given
Him to be abfent from his Ship, and fo
may be lefc behind: Though this indeed
deferves Panithment, yet it does not require
a total Lofs of Pay ;and yet this is too often
the Confequence, by making Him Run from
the Ship, even when He is actually enter'd on
| C board
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board another, and whenthis Defertion of the
Ship may probably arife from the fear of
being whip’'d and pickled for not returning
in due Time; which Method of Punithment
finks and debafes the Spirits of our Seamen;
and as it is inconfiftent with that good Na-
ture, by which Englifbmen are ambitious to
be diftinguifh’d, it may juftly be wonder'd
how it came firft to be introduced, and
ftill continue in the Navy. But as We fhall
hereafter have occafion to fpeak more par-
ticularly of Punifhments, let Us further con-

fider the Cafe of the poor Sailot, probably, -
~ thus frighten’d from His own to another Ship.
- If He has not much Pay due, ‘tis
likely He may not concern Himfelf a-
bout getring the R off’ to fave it; If He
does, He will meet with much difficulty,
and perhaps no Succefs therein. To put an
End to this Difcouragement thes, it is pro-
poted, That the Caprain, on board which
Ship He enters, certifie the fame, and im-
mediately tranfmic the faid Certificate to
the Commiffioners of the Navy, where, on
comparing His Entry in one Ship with his
being made Run from the other, it will foon
appear whether He had any Defign to defere
the Service : If it appears that He had not,
let Care be taken to fave his Pay due there;
and let Him be punithed for his Negleck:
How far what is here propofed; in- refpeck
to Qs and R’s, is at prefent practiced lf;n
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the Navy, T know-not; but if what I offef
will in any wife help to ftop the Inconve.
niences and Difcouragements flowing there-
from to Seamen, it will be Satisfaction
enough to me.

" The common Method of paying our Men
of War, juft as they are going to Sea, is a-
nother Difcouragement to Seamen, and alfo
to their Families and Creditors, as well as
a Difadvantage to the Community.

1. Becaufe great Sums are by this means
carried out of the Country, which rarely
or never find the way home again,

11. Beeaufe feveral of ctheir Families fuf.
fer hereby 5 for fome of them are fo wicke
ed, that their Wives and Children are the
leaft of theirCare, and they thoughtlefsly
fquangder thac away, when abfent from
home, which fhould be for their Support;
whereby the Parifhes are loaded with Poor,
or the Number of Thieves .increas'd, fince
Neceflity too often puthes fome to unlawful
Courfes. o

" TIE Such Payments are a Detriment to
their Creditors, . who muft of courfe fuffer

as well as the Families of che Seamen ; for
it they negled one, it is not to be fuppofed
that they will much regard the other.  As

the Cafe ftands, if the Creditors get any

Ca | thing’
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thing, they muft fometimes be at the
Charge of a Journey to Portfimeuth or
Plymouth for it,

Allthat can be faid for thus paying the
Ships when they are upon failing, or juft
ready for cheir Voyage, is, that the Men are
hereby kept together, who wou'd otherwife
be difpers’d, in-regard whilft they are pof-
efs’'d of Money and Liberty, they will not
appear on board according to their Duty:
But this Reafon, for fo doing, will fall of
* Courfz, affoon as the neceflary Encourage-

ment of our Seamen takes place. o

Pay well and Punifb well, is a Maxim
that ought to be obferv’d in the Navy ;
When an Offender is punifh’d, He fhould
be convincd, that He deferves -it, and that
it is not metely to gratify the Revenge or
Paffion of any Officer : Hereby the Guilty
may f{uffer without murmuting, and no-
thing of Mutiny or Difcontent will appear.
Almoft all Perfons, bur efpecially thofe of
an ingenuous Temper,  will do ‘more with
good than bad Ufage; and this is cerrain,
that they who are Kindly areated by their
Officers will rufh on to Death at their Com.
mand, when, on the contrary, thofe who
ufe them ill will often perceive a backwaed-
nefs in them to engage, and that perhaps
for no other Reafon bur becaufe they “have

- been abufed by them, and wane an Oppor-
' | * tunity
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tunity to revenge themfelves: 1 will not

fay, thar Cowarditeé has not beén charg’d oh
fome Gentlemen for no otfier Reafon but the
ill Treatment of thofe under their Com-
nrand. Tt is 1o Signof ‘Courage, nor in-
‘déed ‘of any Virtue, to be forward to
firike a Man for ‘every trivial Offence, e-
fpecially when He dares #iot lifc op his
Hand, nor make the leaft Refiftance to his
angry Officer.
- To regulate what ‘may e amifs in the
Naval Punifhmienits, 4hd chatthey may be
‘fdequate to the Crine; it is propofed,
That petty Offences, as well as capiral
. Crimes, be tried by Courts-Martial ; and
ds ‘the ldttdr is~ éomiposd 'Of Command..
ers, under Oath to do Juftice, fer the for.
mer confift of fome of the Officers of the
Ship, without taking any, like the Regimente
- &l Coudirts in the Army. Let thefe héar-and
determine any Matter brought before them,
and affix fuch Pinithment to the Crime as
~ they fhall think moft reafomable. By -this
Method no'Man will be punifh’d “in ‘Pafz
fion, -and receive more Stripes than his Of.
face deferves: And I much queftion,; whe.
- ther the Solemnity of the Procels would
not have fuch Weight on the Ship’s Com.
pany, ds to deter them from ‘any’ thitig vi-
cious, and make Criminals eaficr untler the
Punifthment infliGed. S

The
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The Miferies of thofe taken in War ought
alfo to be confiderd, as well to prevent
their Death in Confinement abroad, as theie
being forcd, by cruel Ufage and for the
fake of Liberty, to enter into foreign Set-
vice. Should they hold out through fharp
Hunger and Neceffity untill their Releafe,
let not the gallant Englifoman, in his _tat-
terd Garb, loaded with Vermine, be forcd
to beg his Way home; but let fuch Care
be taken of Him as his Bravery deferves,
and let Him not be forcd to Sea agaim,
deftitute, friendlefs, and in ‘that difmal
Plight wherein He leaves a Prifon. For an
Encouragement in this Cafe, where a King’s
Ship is dearly bought by the Enemy,
what if the Company’s Pay was to run
on, and be paid on their Return home:
Methinks the Charge would not be grear;
fince ’tis what may feldom happen, and
hereby we might prevent fome of our Men
from entering into the Enemy’s Serviee. .

There is another great Difcouragement,
which few-have taken Notice-.of, and-that
is the building Ships for Sale to other
Maritime Powers, and manning them to
their Ports with our Men. This is a fort
of Robbery committed on the Publick, in
that it, plunders the-State of many ufeful
Hands: The Men fo fhipp’d know.-not
the Ship is to be fold at Cadiz, or any

other Place, but by plaufible Storics are
- . : in-
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inveigled to enter on board her, hoping

to make a good Voyage. But how foon
are they -difappointed, and all their pro-

mifing Hopes deftroy’d 2 For perhaps the .

Ship is fold at the very firft Port fhe
comes to, where being deftiture of Ne.
ceffaries, and much encouraged by Fo-
reigners, they enter intotheir Service,
where fome marry and fettle, and fo are
Jdntirely loft ; and if Others return, it is
generally after a long Time.

The Ships thus carried to Market are ge.
nerally very large, and confequently takeup
many Hands to navigare them : And as there
are feveral Inftances of this Kind, We muft
have fufferd much this Way.: ¥ remem-
~ber, when I was in the ﬁighbourhooﬁ
of Cagiz, there was a Merchant-Ship cal-
led the Ramellies, of about 7 or 8oo
;lﬁuﬁs difpofed of to the Spamiards, not
ohg’ “

oft of Sicily :  From which Ship I am well
affured there was not lefs than'a hundred
‘Men’ turn'd athore to fhift for themfelves,

at 2 Time when they even thought their

Voyage in-fts Infanicy; fome of which
were,- no doubt, on board the Spaniards
in thar A&ion. S
Nch to ftop this Canal, which as it
leflens the Numbeér of our Seamen muft
prevent their Increafe, will be a Point
yorthy the Confideration of the Senate. T

know

3b'ét"()re our Engagement with them
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know not whether there is fuch a Law
in Force, bug if the Mafter of évery
Merchant-Ship was obliged to give an
Account, on his Return home, of. the
Men He carried out with Him, I am well
affured none would dare to fay, that He
fold his Ship at fuch a Port, and turn’d
them all afhore o fhifc for themfelves.
Were they, 1 fay, to be made thus ac-
countable for every ‘Man they carry . a-

broad, fuch a Practice would furely ceafe,

and many Scamen be faved to their

Country. : _
At the fame time that Care is taken in

this Refped, it is hoped the mifchievous

‘Practice of felling Ships of Foree abroad, to

fuch as are likely to be onr Enemics, will be
flopp'd ; and I don'e fee how. the former can
be prevented without this ; for if this con-
tinfles the other will continue of Courfe,
fince no Ship can be carried abroad without
Men ;agaix;g whofe Entsance into any gther
Service We cannot be too careful, &fpecially
when We find them encouraged by other
Matitime Powers, who learn from: them

- what it will he our P’olicg to keep them ig-

porant of. What. raifed a lare Northern -
Prince to fo high an Eminence, but out
People 2 Had it not been for Us He would
pot have made fo great a Figure in Hi
flory. In a Word, it was our Ship-Wrights
and Sailors, thatmade Him fo cgp&d,.qt,ahsﬁ at

' 23



(25 )
Sea: And as We well know how He would
have retyrn’d all thefe Favours, if He had
been in our Neighbourhood, let Us manage
morc wifely for the future, and not {pread
our Naval Difcipline where We may. have
Caufe to repenc it. -

Before I quit this Article, I think fome
Care ought to be taken to prevent Sea-
men running from Merchant- Ships into
Foreign Service, which has been too often
done. to' the detriment of the Merchant,

and diflervice of the State: This is chicfly

owing to fome wicked and arbitrary Mon-
fters, (for they deferve not the Name of
Mea, ) who in long Voyages, when they
come to View Ni/ aif Lontum & Etheray
play the Tyrant, and ‘take Raifis to prove
they have no Humanity in them: From

fuch Abufes the Men take the firt Oppor-

tunity to fly, efpecially. fince the Method
of paying in Merchant-Ships is fuch, that
they cannot often lofe much thercby. To
rectifie this, it were to be wifl'd, that che
Gentlemen, of Tripity-Honfe had fuch a
Power lodg'd with them, as might put an
End to the Abufes of Seamen in our Mer-
chant-Ships abroad, who, from a juft Re-
fentment of bafe Ufage, -have frequently
been forced to commence a Suit of Law
for the Wages, which have been juftly due
to them. , -
| D I have
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I have often confider’d, that for want of
due Encouragement to Seamen in Merchant
Ships, in War-Time, the Crown lofes much
of its Revenue, and many Traders are
ruined and undone; and this I rake to be
chiefly owing to there being no Allowance
made to them; in cafe they fhould lofe a
Limb in the Defence of their Ship. A
Masn may be very brave, and yet the Fear
of begging about the Streets may reafo-
~nably get thé better of his Courage, fo
that He may prefer a Prifon, in a whole
Skin, to the chance of Liberty, which may
be atcended with fuch a Maim as will in-
fallibly prove his Ruiné. ~1f"a Ship be
bravely defended and faved, thofe who are
concern’d in the Cargoe ought to reward
thofe who defended that which they would
not otherwifc have had, and take fome
Carc of the wounded and hure; And as
the Crown may fave ‘feveral Thoufands of
Pounds in the Duty of the Goods, if the
Ship be rich, which, if loft, would nor
bring-in one Farthing, methinks it fhou’d
readily reward thofe who deferve it, and
the rather, fince the next Voyage they take
may. be in the Navy. " Bur tho’ T fpeak of .
Fncouragement to Sailors in~ Merchant-
Ships, ler it not rife fo high as thar in
Men of War, fince all poffible Motives
fhoud. be ufed to draw them into the Fleet.

By

o
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. By encouraging the Seamen in our Mer- -

chant-Ships, the Prifons of our Enemies

‘will npt be fo crowded with his Majefty’s

Subjects, nor will a pitiful Sally Rover,
or a fmall Row-boat, take a Ship that is
able o defepd hetfelf againft the former,
and flow the litter in her Hold.” Hereby
We fhall net have fp many People in Sla-
very at Meguinez in a War with che Moors,
nor will the Govergment be put fo fo great
a Charge for their Redemption as it has
been.. Many other Advantages might flow
from hence: But 1o keep rhe Men firictly
to their Duty, under fuch Encouragements,
let it be ‘ordain'd, thar if \.any of them
thall refufe to fight his Edemy, when the
Majority are for it, he fhall forfeir hig
Wages; And in cafe any fhall deferr the
Ship when fhe runs aﬂ;?rq, or is in Dan-

ly congluded that

this cowardly Wretch alfo forfeic his Pay,
o ’ Al
_After a few Years Peace, and on the

Commencement of a War, we have gene->

rally found ourfelves at a Lofs to man
the Fleet, infomuch that we have been
obliged to fweep the River of Watermen,
and jmprefs Men out of the Colliers and
our_homeward-bound Traders, to their no
fimall Diflervice. "For this Reaion I have

-always been of Opinion, thar it would

D2 be
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te an advantage to the GovVernment to
keep a confiderable Number of Seamen
in Pay, even when We have no War, fince
hercby the Difficulties We haye known
may bg removid. Bur when T mention
this, I am not for having them lye idle,
nior be crowded into Guatd-Ships, bur
employ’d in fuch a manner, or in fuch
Works, as tlie ‘Crown fhail .think moft
proper. The Seamen on board the Fleet
at Port Mabin were moftly - employ'd,
when in Harbour, in building the fine
Wharf there, which was raifed "ac a fmall
Charge to the - Governmétit; ~ ¢onfidering
the Work'; Why may not. then thefe Mea
be employ’d in his Majefty’s Dock-Yards,
ia the Repairs of any Garrifon, ¢¢. where
Ehe Publick is concerned 2 By ‘this Me-
thod, and the other Encouragements. pro-
pofed, to all humane Appedrance, We fhall
not want a Sufliciency of Sailors to an-
fwer all thc Séivices of ‘the"Crown by
Sea, - R o :
If our- Scamien were brouglit into Cre

dit, the great Number of extorting Land-
ladies “wou'd foon be leflen’d, = whofe
double Chalk’ has proved very mifchievous
to them: Then, ’tis likely, We fhall no
inore ‘hear of 'Bills of “Sal¢ given for 204
before any thing is receiv'd, ‘and thar the

. fame ftands out againft them when they

have not had haif the Vaue thercof. Then
[N 7 e : Sailor%
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Sailors will ceafe  to “eontra® Debts at
every Port, and not be at laft forced to
fly abroad, andenter into ‘forcign Ser-
vice fot fear of a Prifon, 'thfPrcju-
dice of ‘the honeft as: well as difhoneft

Creditors. "But fhould not all thefe good .

Things arife from the foregoing ‘Propo-
fals, as all cannot be expected at once,
why may not thofe who credit Seamen -
be under fome Limitation ? |
There is a clofe and infeparable Con.
© ne¢tion between Trade and Naval Power,
and one cannot fubfift wichout the ‘other;
If We would increafe the latter, let Us
readily encourage ‘the former, ahd “then
We fifa]l’ not want Séamen, which are-the
Life of both. This naturally leads”Me
to our Fifheries, and to wonder, with
many 'Others, how We came to neglect
thé Herring-Trade as We have, -eveh when
All agree, that'We have the Advantage'
of our Neighbours, the Dusch, therein :
Sitvatign gnd Jlftice' make’ this Ours,
yét, to our great Lofs, that advantageous
Trade, that Seminary of Seamen, “is, in
a manner, removed to Hvlland, -where
Thoufands of 'Familics arc maidtain'd by
- what it is allow’d We could carry on at
lefs Charge and ¢ Trouble. They are an
induftrious People, and We miay learn
many Things, in point of Trade, from
them, _particularly in“this, the-Cuftoms

o5

3
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of which fome Authors reckon to have
amounted formetly to 500,000/ per An-
num, which ,is probably more now. Nay,
by this Traffick, they imporc to Us the
very Fifh which they take on our Coaft,
which is not much to our Credit. I
mention this for no other Reafon, buc
~ that We may turn our Eyes to a proper
Nurfery for Sailors, fo that We may never
be at a Lofs for them, in cafe of a fud-
den Rupture.

Now I am upon this Topick, it may
not be improper to take Notice of the
Liberty the French had in the late War
(which whether they enjoy now or no I
cannot fay ) of filhing upon our Coaft,
where the Fifh driving to Spawn, the beft
Draughts are. If this does not leffen the
Number of our Fifhermen, who always
make good Sailors, it certainly is a De-
triment to them; for I have feen Com.
plaints formerly from fome of the Fifhing
Towns on the Coafts of Kemt and Suf-
[fex, wherein they have undertaken to prove
that they have fuffer'd great Lofles. Surely
then Care fhou'd be rakem, that no Fo-
reigners over-run Us im ear Fifhery, and
infult our Fithermen. |
" 1 rememher the Time, in the late War
with France, when there were fuch large -
French Fifhing-Boats on our Coaft, and fo
many Men in them, that they were fuf-
nany el 1L EVE, SRR TS pected
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pected to be difguifed Privateers, and that
fome of our ftragling Trade was fome-
times fnappd up by them. If this was
not fo, yet I am affur'd their lying upon
our Coalt was of ill Confequence; for
there have been Perfons who have feen
a Man ride down to the Water-fide, and,
by waving His Hat, has had a Boat come
to Him from them, to whom Papers have
been deliverd, with which they have
failed over to France afloon as the Boat
return’d on board the Veflel. By Intelli-
gencies convey'd in this manner, Convoys
may have been intercepted, fome of our
Trade and Men of War may have fuf-
ferd, and of Confequence our Seamen,
for whofe Encouragement I have been fo
long arguing. This, therefore, will merit
Confideration, if We ever have a War
with that Kingdom again.

Before 1 conclude, I wou'd recommend
the difcountenancing that profane Swearing
and Curfing which fo much abounds in the
- Navy: Let the Laws in Force for this End
be duly executed, and if they are not fuf-
ficient, add thercto: Thus by taking Care
to banith Vice from the Fleer, We may have
many fober Pcople fend their Children to
Sea, who now fear to do it, as thinking
it a Path to Deftrution. 1 have now
touch'd on every Thing which I thought
material, or that I cou'd readily think of

in
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in the lictle Time allow'd me for it; Had
that been longer it might have been more
perfe@, however, as it is, T hope it will
meet with a kind Reception, I fhall onl

add, that if it becomes thofc on the Con-
rinent to have their Frontier-Towns in good
Order, it certainly behoves Us Iflanders to
be as carcful and follicitous about our
Shipping and Scamen, fince a Negle& in
cither may be fatal : By a due Carc here-
in, We fhall enlarge and advance our Trade,
and of Confequence increafc our Seamen,
and obtain what His Majety fo gracioufly
recommends to your moft Honourable

Houfe. I have the Hagour tb bo

. SIR,
T Towr méﬂ Oéedie;gt,
' " and ‘z‘)mte&
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