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THAILAND

Thailand was one of the first countries to join IPEC, in 1992. In 1994 IPEC assisted the Government
in setting up a National Steering Committee to respond to child labour under what is now the Ministry
of Labour and Social Welfare. In addition, IPEC managed to link more than 170 agencies, although it
directly supported fewer than 50.

IPEC contributed to important legislative and policy developments in Thailand in the first decade of its
operations, including the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act (1996), the Labour
Protection Act (1998), which increased the minimum age for work from 13 to 15 years, and the
National Education Act (1999).

Child labour had already begun to decline quite significantly when Thailand joined IPEC in 1992, with
the child labour participation rate down to around 5 per cent in 1989. This was due to rapid economic
and educational progress. This downward trend was maintained in the 1990s despite the economic
crisis starting in 1997, so that the participation rates of children under 15 years of age fell to around 1
per cent by 2000.

Important factors accounting for this steady decline in child labour was the firm commitment in 1992
by the first democratically elected Prime Minister following a period of military rule to ending child
labour and sexual exploitation. In the following year, the upgrading of the government agency dealing
with child labour to a full Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare was a further major step. Despite the
economic crisis, in 1999 compulsory education was increased from six to nine years starting from the
age of 7. Primary education has become universal since 1999. The Government is working towards
achieving the ultimate goal of 12 years of compulsory education as stipulated in the new Constitution
of 1997. As a result, there have been significant increases in enrolments in both primary and lower
secondary education.

Since 2001, the national response to child labour has been strongly linked to trade issues and has
focused on certain worst forms of child labour, such as commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking,
which still persist, whilst there is a growing concern with children engaged in illegal activities related to
the trade in narcotics.

P Source : “The end of child labour : Within reach”, ILO, 2006
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TANZANIA

In 2001, the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania committed itself to the elimination of the
worst forms of child labour in the country by 2010 through the implementation of a TBP. Consistent
with the TBP framework, the ILO initiated a project with financing from the United States Department of
Labor (USDOL) to support the Government with its national programme.

Recent efforts by the Government to create a conducive policy environment, supported by the IPEC
Project of Support to the TBP, demonstrate its commitment to the TBP framework. A child labour
strategies document was developed and endorsed by the National Inter-sectoral Coordinating
Committee (NISCC) to become the Strategic Programme Framework (SPF) for the Government's TBP.
The implementation of the SPF is linked to the National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty
(NSGRP, also known by its Kiswahili acronym, MKUKUTA). The Government has already developed the
second phase of the NSGRP (2005-10).

This document includes child labour indicators and addresses several important goals directly related
to the elimination of child labour, more specifically under children's rights and child protection. The aim
is to reduce the number of children engaged in the worst forms of child labour by 75 per cent by
2005 and the child labour participation rate from the current 25 per cent to less than 10 per cent by
2010.

The Government has accorded education a high priority, especially with respect to quality and access
to primary schools. A special effort has been made to reduce the number of out-of-school children
through the expansion of Complementary Basic Education in Tanzania (COBET) implemented by the
Ministry of Education and Culture.

Labour law reforms, including issues regarding the employment of children, were approved by
Parliament in April 2004 and a child rights Bill has been drafted. The Government has also produced a
list of hazardous tasks for children as mandated by Convention No. 182, which the TBP has translated
into local languages to promote community awareness.

A review of the ILO's work highlighted the importance of community-level involvement and commitment.

The project had managed to support existing local structures and encourage the development of new
ones, in particular, local-level child labour committees.

P Source : “The end of child labour : Within reach”, ILO, 2006
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TURKEY

The protection of children from exploitation has been at the forefront of the national agenda since the
formation of the Turkish Republic in 1923. Turkey has ratified both key Conventions on child labour.

Under IPEC over 100 action programmes have been implemented with national partners. IPEC
strategies in Turkey have evolved, building from a foundation of improved knowledge to awareness
raising among policy-makers to developing institutional capacity of key partners. IPEC has also
developed successful intervention models and made efforts to have these taken up by partner
organizations, including other United Nations agencies such as UNICEF, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). IPEC has also
provided support for the establishment of coordinating mechanisms such as the National Advisory
Group and Action Committees at local government level.

In 2002 Turkey adopted the target of eliminating the worst forms of child labour within ten years.
Turkey can point to a significant reduction in child labour in recent years. While roughly 1 million
children were engaged in economic activity in 1994, this figure declined drastically to half a million in
1999 - a drop of 50 per cent in five years. This was due to a combination of factors, including the
extension in 1997 of compulsory education from five to eight years, covering the 6-14 age group, as
well as enhanced awareness and capacity developed over a decade of IPEC experience.

The Government's commitment to child labour elimination featured in its 8th Five-Year Development
Plan (2001-05), which also sets the goal of providing education to every girl and boy under the age
of 14 years. The Plan also addresses the eradication of poverty as the most significant factor behind
the elimination of child labour.

P Source : “The end of child labour : Within reach”, ILO, 2006
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