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This valuable, wide-ranging reference tool meets the ever-increa-
sing demand for timely, accurate and accessible information on the
rapidly changing world of work. Now in its 5th edition, the Key Indica-
tors of the Labour Market (KILM) offers the general user with instant
and uncomplicated access to data on the world's labour markets.

The Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM) highlights global
trends relating to the world of work using world and regional estimates
and country-level data of labour force participation, employment,
employment by sector, employment by status, unemployment, youth
unemployment, employment elasticities and working poverty.

In 1999 the ILO launched the KILM programme to improve the dis-
semination of information and analysis relating to key elements of the
world’s labour markets. The KILM is designed with two primary objecti-
ves in mind: (1) to present a core set of labour market indicators and
analysis; and (2) to improve the availability of the indicators to monitor
new employment trends. The KILM aims to meet these objectives by
disseminating 20 “key” indicators of the labour market associated with
the decent work initiative employment and variables relating to employ-
ment (status, sector, hours, etc.), the lack of work and the characteris-
tics of jobseekers, education, wages and compensation costs, labour
productivity and working poor. Taken together, the KILM indicators give
a strong foundation from which to begin addressing key questions rela-
ted to labour underutilization and decent work deficits.

In addition to presenting indicators for assessing labour market con-
ditions, the KILM 5th Edition attempts to expand the knowledge base
on the relationships between poverty, decent work deficits and labour
underutilization through the use of these indicators.
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1. Labour force participation rate
2. Employment-to-population ratio
3. Status in employment
4. Employment by sector
5. Part-time employment
6. Hours of work
7. Employment in the informal 

economy
8. Unemployment
9. Youth unemployment
10. Long-term unemployment
11. Unemployment by educational 

attainment
12. Time-related underemployment
13. Inactivity rate
14. Educational attainment and literacy

15. Manufacturing wage indices
16. Occupational wage and 

earning indices
17. Hourly compensation costs
18. Labour productivity and unit labour

costs
19. Employment elasticities
20. Poverty, working poverty 

and income distribution


