International Labour Conference

Provisional Record oB

Ninety-first Session, Geneva, 2003

Reports of the Credentials Committee

First report of the Credentials Committee

1. The Credentials Committee of the 91st Session of the Conference is composed of Mr. Jules
Medenou Oni, Government delegate, Benin, Chairperson; Ms. Lucia Sasso Mazzufferi,
Employers delegate, Italy; and Mr. Ulf Edstrom, Workers' delegate, Sweden.

Composition of the Conference

2. Since the signing of the brief report presented by the Chairperson of the Governing Body
of the International Labour Office (Provisional Record No. 5A), the following
modifications have occurred in the composition of the Conference.

3. Of the 176 member States of the International Labour Organization, 158 are represented at
the Conference. That is to say, two more than were accredited at the time that the brief
report was signed, i.e., Haiti and Somalia.

Accredited Delegates and Advisers

4. The total number of accredited delegates is 624, comprising 316 Government delegates,
154 Employers’ delegates and 154 Workers del egates.

5. There are 2,018 accredited advisers, comprising 1,003 Government advisers, 461
Employers advisers and 554 Workers' advisers.

6. Thetotal number of accredited delegates and advisersistherefore 2,642.

7. With regard to the resolution concerning the participation of women in ILO meetings,
adopted by the Conference at its 67th Session in June 1981, there are 76 women among the
624 delegates accredited to the Conference and 464 among the 2,018 accredited advisers.
The total number of women accredited to the Conference is therefore 540, i.e. 20.44 per
cent of the total number of delegates and advisers as against 20.33 per cent last year. The
Committee deplores that this percentage remains very low and that it has not increased
over the past few years. Notably amongst the delegates women do not represent more than
12.18 per cent of the total, as compared to last year, where it was 13.10 per cent
(82 women out of the 626 accredited delegates).
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Registered Delegates and Advisers

8. The following is the present situation concerning the registration of delegates, which (in

0.

accordance with practice, approved by this session of the Conference) is the basis for
determining the quorum for voting (see attached table, established this day at noon).

At this time the number of registered delegates is 523, comprising 276 Government
delegates, 120 Employers’ delegates and 127 Workers' delegates.

10. In addition, the number of registered advisers is 1,578, comprising 829 Government

advisers, 334 Employers advisersand 415 Workers' advisers.

Incomplete and non-accredited Delegations

11.

12.

Quorum

13.

14.

The Committee notes that, to date, 18 member States have not sent a delegation (Antigua
and Barbuda, Armenia, Belize, Comoros, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Irag, Kyrgyzstan,
Lao People’'s Democratic Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, Solomon Islands, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Vanuatu). It further notes that at the present time, the
accredited delegations of two countries (Haiti and Somalia) are exclusively governmental.
Two countries (Djibouti and Paraguay) have a Workers delegate but not an Employers
delegate, while two countries (Fiji and Mauritius) have an Employers delegate but not a
Workers delegate. The Committee regrets the number of incomplete and non-accredited
delegations and wishes to affirm once again the necessity for governments to comply with
the requirement of article 3 of the Constitution that a compl ete tripartite delegation be sent
to the Conference. The Committee recalls that pursuant to a decision of the Governing
Body, the Director-General each year requests the governments of all member States
which did not send any delegation or complete tripartite delegations to the Conference to
indicate the reasons for their failure to do so, and that the information received in reply to
that request is duly communicated to the Governing Body.

The Committee aso notes that there is some imbalance between the number of advisers to
the delegates of each group and, particularly, between the number of Employers advisers
(334) and Workers advisers (415). It once again urges governments to take greater
account, when nominating delegations, of the proportions in their composition to the
Conference as envisaged by paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 3 of the Congtitution. The
Committee further recalls the reguest contained in the resolution concerning the
strengthening of tripartism in the overall activities of the International Labour
Organization, adopted by the Conference at its 56th Session in 1971, and expresses the
hope that governments will accord equal treatment to each of the groups when appointing
advisers to their country’s delegation to the Conference. The Committee recals in this
connection the obligation of Members under article 13, paragraph 2(a), of the Constitution,
to pay the travelling and subsistence expenses of their delegates and advisers and trusts
that this obligation will be respected for the whole duration of the Conference.

Thirty-seven advisers, who are substitutes to delegates and who have not registered are
taken into account in calculating the voting strength of the Conference.

Since 13 member States, compared to 18 at this time last year, represented at the
Conference are in arrears in the payment of their financia contributions to the
Organization so as to come within the terms of paragraph 4 of article 13 of the
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15.

16.

Congtitution, these States may not, at present, participate in the voting in the Conference or
in its committees (Azerbaijan, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Djibouti, Gambia,
Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Paraguay, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Tgjikistan, and Togo). Compared to the list mentioned in the brief report (Provisional
Record No. 5A), Chad has recovered the right to vote and Somalia has been accredited in
the interim. For this reason, in fixing the quorum, 22 registered delegates are not taken into
consideration. Two further votes are excluded, that being of the incomplete delegations
with the right to vote (Fiji and Mauritius).

At the present time the quorum required to give a vote validity is 268. This number
represents 523 registered delegates (see paragraph 9), plus 37 substitute delegates
(paragraph 13) minus 24 registered delegates not entitled to vote (see paragraph 14), the
total being divided by two. The Committee appeas to delegates to the Conference to
register in person upon their arrival and to timely notify the date of their departure, so that
the quorum will be as precise as possible and to ensure that they are not considered present
when they in fact are not at the Conference.

Although the situation has improved since last year, the Committee still regretted the fact
that so many member States were in arrears of their contributions, thereby depriving the
tripartite del egations from exercising their right to vote.

Observers, Organizations and Liberation Movement invited

17.

18.

The Conference is also being attended by:

—  representatives of two observer delegations (Holy See and a tripartite delegation from
Bermuda), invited by the Conference;

— atripartite delegation of a liberation movement (Palestine) invited in conformity with
article 2, paragraph 3(k), of the Standing Orders of the Conference;

—  representatives of the United Nations and some of its organs invited by virtue of
Article I, paragraph (1) — relating to reciproca representation of the Agreement
between the United Nations and the International Labour Organization, which came
into effect on 14 December 1946;

—  representatives of specialized agencies and other official internationa organizations,
invited in conformity with article 2, paragraph 3(b), of the Standing Orders of the
Conference;

—  representatives of non-governmental international organizations with which
consultative relations have been established, invited in conformity with article 2,
paragraph 3(j), of the Standing Orders of the Conference;

—  representatives of other non-governmental international organizations also invited in
conformity with article 2, paragraph 3(j), of the Standing Orders of the Conference.

A list of these representatives is appended to the list of delegations published as a
supplement to the Provisional Record of the Conference, and will be updated in the revised
list of delegationsto beissued on 11 June.
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Objections and Communications

19.

20.

21.

To date, the Committee has before it several objections and communications concerning
the credentials of certain delegates and advisers. It has forthwith commenced its
examination. The Committee considers that its work has been facilitated by the fact that a
substantial number of credentials had reached the Office prior to the Conference. Further,
it is important that governments utilize the suggested form for credentials of delegates,
enclosed with the letter of convocation to the Conference communicated to governments
every year or the electronic version made available by the Office. In order to comply with
article 3, paragraph 5, of the Constitution, it is necessary that governments provide exact
information on the employers and workers organizations consulted in nominating
Employers and Workers' delegates and advisers, as well as on the organizations that have
agreed to such nominations.

The Committee further recalls that in order to fulfil its mandate, last year it urged al
governments to indicate in their credentials the organization to which each of the
Employers and Workers delegates and advisers belonged, as well as their functions
within those organizations. However, despite the urgent call made by the Chairperson in
the brief report, four Governments (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Congo, Equatorial Guinea,
and Sao Tome and Principe) have still not provided any information, and seven
governments (Afghanistan, Argentina, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia,
and Zambia) have not provided the required information in respect of al of the Employers
and Workers' delegates and advisers. The Committee therefore urges these governments to
complete this information as soon as possible and hopes that in future sessions of the
Conference, such information will be made available on time for its publication in the
provisiona list of delegations that is issued the opening day of the Conference and which,
in accordance with article 26, paragraph 4(a), of the Standing Orders, serves as the basis
for the submission of objectionsto credentials.

The Credentials Committee submits the present report to the Conference in order that the
Conference may take note of it.

Geneva, 6 June 2003.

(Sgned) Mr. Jules Medenou Oni,
Chairperson.

Ms. Lucia Sasso Mazzufferi

Mr. UIf Edstrom
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1) Government delegates 4) Employers' Advisers

2) Government advisers 5) Workers' delegates . . .
3) Employers' delegates 6) Workers' Advisers List Of regIStered delegates and adVISerS

1) 2) 3) 45 6 1) 2) 3) 45 6 1) 2) 3) 4 5) 6) 1) 2) 3) 4 5 6)
Afghanistan.........c.cccccoveiniiennnnn. 2 31 1 1 - Dominican Republic.........c...cccueeenn. 2 5 1 4 1 -|Liberia ..., - - - - - - Seychelles........cccoeiniiiiniiiiiniiis 2 -1 -1 -
Albania.........coooovvviiiiiiiiiee, 2 6 1 1 1 1 EcCUAdOr....ccoiiiiiiiieieiiiiiiieeee e 2 311 1 -|LibyanArabJamahiriya................. -2 - - - 3 Sierraleone.......ccocooiiiiiiiiiinnnennn. - - - - - -
Algeria. ..o 2 5 1 3 - 4 EQYPleieaiiiiiieeeiieeee e 2 9 - 3 1 7/|Lithuania.....cccccoiouviviieiiniiiinenens 2 3 1 - 1 - SINQAPOre......ceveveeiiiiiieeeeiiiieeeaeenns 261116
ANGOla......cciiiieee e 2 -1 2 1 1 ElSalvador.....ccccccoecvvveeeeiiiiiinaannns 2 2 1 - 1 5| Luxembourg.....cccccoeevvivieeniiiinennens 1 4 1 1 1 6 Slovakia....ccccoeeevveveieeeeriiiieee e 25 -213
Antigua and Barbuda..................... - - - - - - Equatorial GuUinea.............cccuerenn. - - - - - - MadagascCar.........cccceeiiiiiiiieeieiiies 2 4 - 1 1 1 SIOVeNiA.uuiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieee i 261111
Argentina.........ccoeeeveeniie s 2 4 - 5 1 4 EMtrea..cceciiiiieeiieenecesee 2 11 - 1 2| MalaWii.oiooiiiiiiiiieiieceeeee e 2 51 - 1 1 Solomonlslands..........ccccceeuvernunnen. I
AIMENIA....eeveeeeieiiiiie e e e L T =11 (o] o |- VTS, 1 4 - 1 1 -|MalaySia....ccccoeveeriiiiirreesiiiiinneeens 2 9 1 1 1 8 Somali@cccucueeeeeeeiiiieeeessiieeennn 2 - - - - -
AUStralia........coooveveeeiiiiiiieeeeees 2 6 1 1 1 1 Ethiopia..ccocceveeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeiiieeennn 2 31 1 1 1| Maliceooiiiiiiiiiiiieiieieeee e 2 4 - - 1 1 SouthAfriCa......cccoeveeeriiiiiieiiiiiiinns 2915114
AUSHA. e 2 411 2 Fijieeecieeieeeeee 2 -1 - - o Malta 2 51 5 1 7 SPaiNeeieiieeee e 2 8 110 1 8
Azerbaijan........ccccoociiiiiiiiiieeen 2 - - - - - Finland.... 2 6 1 4 1 4| Mauritania......ccccoevvveeeeniiiiiieeeninns 2 1 - - 1 5 SriLanka.....ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieens 271 -15
Bahamas..........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiiienns 2 1 1 - 1 1 FranCe.....cccciiiieiiiiieiiieesiieees 2 8 -10 1 9| MauritiuS.....coooeviveiriieeiiii e 2 3 1 - - - Sudan.........iiiiin 221114
Bahrain........cccoocoviiiiiicice, 2 5 1 2 1 2 Gabon...cooooieiiiiic -2 - = 2| MEXICO. i 2 8 - 7 1 8 SUMNAME....ccceiiiiiieeieeee e 2 -1 -1 -
Bangladesh..........cccoociiiiiiiniinnnnn. 2 21 1 1 - Gambi@...ocooieieiiiiiieeieeeeeeeee - - - - - -|Republic of Moldova...................... 2 -1 2 1 1 Swaziland......ccccooviiieieiiiiiiiieeeens E
Barbados.........ccoevieiiiiiiiiii 2 2 1 - 1 2 GEOMgiA.ccccueerreieiiieeeniieeeieeaaineee 2 - - - - - MONGOolia. .. 2 1 1 1 1 1 SwedeN..cocooieiriiiieniiieeiieeeeeeens 271415
Belarus........cccooviiiiiiiiicnces 2 21 -1 2 Germany.....cccceeeeeeiiiiieeeeeeiieeeeen 210 1 8 1 8| MOIOCCO......ccuvveieeiiiiiiiree e 1 4 1 3 - 5| Switzerland........cccccovevviiniiiincneennns 281617
Belgium.........cccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 2 81 6 - 5 Ghana...ccccceeviiiiiieiiiieee e 2 2 110 - 3| Mozambique......c.ccoooruirreeiiiinnannn. 2 4 1 - 1 - | SyrianArab Republic..........ccccc..... 251214
Belize......ccooiiiiiiiieiiiie L e 1 C 1 (== 1ot PP URT R 219 - 6 1 9| Myanmar......cccoooiuiieeeeeniiiieeee s 2 9 1 - 1 - Tajikistan....cccooeviiiiieiiiiiiiiieieeis E
Benin.....eeiiiiii 2 31 1 1 7 Grenada....ccccceeeevuiiieeeeiiiiiiieenas - - - - - - Namibia..... 2 41 1 1 1 UnitedRepublic of Tanzania.......... 18121 -
BOliVia.......oeveeeiiiiiiiieee 1 31 -1 - Guatemala......cccoeveeeriiiieeeieenninnen, 2 5 1 - 1 1|Nepal i, 2 31 - - - Thaland.......occoceiiiiiiiiiiieiiieen 281312
Bosnia and Herzegovina................ 2 1 1 - 1 - GUNEA .ccoiiiieeeiiciiiie e eeeere e 2 6 - - 1 -|Netherlands........cccccoeerriiiirireennnns 212 1 5 1 4 The FYR Macedonia.........c..c.cceun.e. N
BOtSWaNA. ....ceveeiiiiiiieeeeiiiiee e 2 4 1 - 1 - Guinea-Bissau...........ccccvvreeervrnnnnn. -1 - - 1 2| NewZealand.........occceeevivvvereernnnns 2 S R R B o To o R, 1 - -113
Brazil........ccccovvieiiiiiiiien 1 7 1 9 1 8 GUYANA...ciiiiiiiiiieeeeiieeeee e - - - - - Nicaragua..........ccveevvveerniienineennnns 2 51 - 1 1 Trinidadand Tobago..................... 211111
Bulgaria.........ccooveeveiiiiiiici 2 51 6 1 3 Haitiooooiiieiieeiiieceiee e 2 - - = = o NIGEM 2 4 1 1 1 4 TUNISIA oot 2713 -5
Burkina Faso..........ccocceeiniiiinenenne 2 9 1 2 1 3 HONAUIAS.....cceiiiuiiiiieaeaiiiieeee e 1 2 1 - 1 - Nigeri coooieeiiaiiiiiiiee e 214 1 7 110 TUKEY..otiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiieeee e 217 1 51 9
Burundi.........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiniiees 2 -1 - 1 - HUNQAIY..eeiiieeiiiee e 211 - 4 1 4| NOMWAY...otieiiiiiiiiee et 2 7 1 8 1 4 Turkmenistan.........ccoeeeeeeniviinneennne E
Cambodia........ccccovuviiieinniiiiieeee 2 -1 4 1 2 lceland......ccccvveeeiiiiiiiiieiiiiieieeee 2 5 1 - 1 1| 0mMaN. e 2 7 1 4 1 2 Uganda......ccccevevrereeeniiiiiieieniiins 2413 - -
CamerooN.......cccoeeveieiiiieiiiee e 211 1 1 1 2 Indi@eeciiiiiiiiiieiieie s 2 8 - 7 1 7 |Pakistan.........cccoveveiiiiiiiiiiiienn, 2 5 1 - 1 - UKrain€......ccooocveiiiiiiiiiicnieeen 231111
Canada.......cccocveeereeieenee e 213 1 4 1 5 INdONESIA.....iiceiiirieiiiiiieiieiieeieeans 218 1 8 1 1| Panama.....c.ccocovvveerveninennnenneennns -1 - 3 1 2 United Arab Emirates.................... 281111
Cape Verde......ccccovvevveveeeeeiciinnnennn 1 - - - - - Islamic Republic of Iran................. 214 1 3 1 5| PapuaNew Guinea............cccueeennn. 2 2 1 - 1 - UnitedKingdom.........cocvvveeernnnnnnn. 210 1 5 1 5
Central African Republic................ 1 - 1 - - - A0 - - - = - - Paraguay.......coeeeeieeenieee e 2 - - - 1 - United States.......ccccoeerirrercrreennnnn. 218 1 6 1 7
Chad......cocoiiiiiei 2 21 -1 1 Ireland....ccccceeviiiiniiiiniiiiiieceen 217 1 - 1 - | PelUeiiiiiiiiiiesieeee e 2 5 1 - 1 1 Uruguay....ccccceemiiumiiieeiiiiiiinee s 241111
Chile....ooiiiiiie s 2 7 1 6 110 ISraeliccccuceeeeieeiiiiiieeeeiiieeee e 1 8 - 1 1 -|PhilippinesS.....cccceviuiiieieiiiiiiiieeanns 2 5 1 3 1 4 Uzbekistan........cccooeuvieeiiniiiinnannne E
China.....coeiiiiiiie e, 210 1 2 1 3 Ml 110 1 4 1 4 Poland.....cccccooiiiiieieiiiiiiieeeeeieeenn. 110 1 4 1 5 VanuatU.....ccooceeeeeeriiiiieeeeeeniieenn. e
Colombia.......ccovvuvieeieiiiiiiieeeis 210 - 9 1 5 JAMAICA....cmtieeiiiiiiieeeaaiiiieeeeee s 2 3 1 -1 2|Portugal.....ccccuveeieeiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieenn, 2 81 7 1 6 Venezuela........cccoeveveeviiiiiecennnnns 251514
COMONOS.....cooiiiieeiieieiee e S - s == = 1JAPAN. e 220 1 8 110 | Qatar....ccccccuuemennnirirerererereeeeieeeeeeees 26 - 1 1 - VietNam...cooooooriiieieieieeeeeeei 231211
CONQO....iiiiiieiiiiie e 212 1 - 1 1 Jordan.......ccccoeeeeeniiiiiniiieenieeeenn 2 5 1 - 1 4| ROMANIG...c...cociiiaiiiaiiiiiiiiiieiiieenns 2 7 1 5 1 8 YEMENuioooiiiiiiiiieieeee e 241 -12
Costa RiCa......cccccveveriiciieieene 2 51 -1 - Kazakhstan..........ccccevvenieiennne 2 1 - - - -|Russian Federation.........c..cc.o..... 1 91 1 - 6 Zambi@..coooieiiiiiiceeceeeeee 23121 -
Cote d'IVoire.......cccuvveeeeiiiiiiiieeee 2 6 1 1 1 6 Kenya ..oooooeeeeiniiiieeeeeiieiiee e 218 1 5 1 4| RWaNda..ccccooiiiiiiieaiiiiieee e 1 21 -1 - Zimbabwe......oooooeiiiiiiiiiee, 291113
Croatia.......ccocvvvenieieeiieceieee e 2 - -1 1 1 Kiribati.oooooiiiiiieiiiciicice 2 11 - 1 -|SaintKittsand Nevis............c........ - - - - - -

) ; . 1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6)

CUDA. e 2 51 - 1 1 RepublicofKorea...........occuvvererne 213 1 6 110 | SaintLucia.....cccccceniiiriieiniiiiieeenne N
CYPIUS..eeiieiiiiiiie et 2 6 1 3 1 4 KUWaIt..coooieeeeiiiieeee e 215 1 2 1 3| SaintVincent and the Grenadines. - - - - - - Total 276 829 120 334 127 415
Czech Republic.......ccccoevvvvvveeennns 212 1 3 - 5 Kyrgyzstan........cocccecveeeiiivveeeeninnnns - - - - - - San Marino.......cccceeee i 211 -1 -
Democratic Republic of the Congo - 2 - 2 - - | Lao People's Dem. Republic......... - - - - - -|SaoTome and Principe................. S
Denmark......ccccooveeniiniiie e 2 8 1 3 - 5 LatVid oo 2 -111 Saudi Arabia.........cccceevciiiniiiennnne. 281113
Djibouti.....cvviiieeeiiie e 21 -1 1 Lebanon......ccooeeiiciiiieeeiiiieeen 2 7 - 4 1 6|Senegal..cccceeeeiceiieeeeiiiiiieie e 221211
DOMINICA.....eveieeeiiiiiiiee e = - = = = = LeSOth0...ee e 2 1 - 1 - | Serbiaand Montenegro................. 1513 - -






