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THE ILO MANDATE

ILO action against forced labour stretches back to
its foundation in 1919 - the principles are enshrined
in the Constitution.

The ILO maintains that work should be freely cho-
sen and free from threats and penalties. It defines
forced labour as work or service exacted from any
person under the menace of any penalty, and for
which they have not offered themselves voluntarily.
Two core Conventions, the Forced Labour
Convention, 1930 (No. 29), and the Abolition of
Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105), deal
with this issue - it is also part of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182).

In 1998, the Organization's member States adopted
the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and
Rights at Work - reaffirming their commitment to
eliminating forced and compulsory labour. The
Declaration also upholds the right to freedom of
association and collective bargaining; the effective
abolition of child labour; and the elimination of dis-
crimination in respect of employment and occupa-
tion.

The most comprehensive examination of the state
of forced labour worldwide yet carried out by the
ILO was issued in 2001 - a Global Report prepared
as part of the Declaration's follow-up.

In the wake of the report, the ILO Governing Body
in 2001 established the new Special Action
Programme to Combat Forced Labour. Its work
includes research, awareness raising and technical
cooperation, working with governments, employers,
workers and others to abolish forced labour.
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Today, forced labour affects millions of people around
the globe.

forced or compul-
sory labour is growing rapidly

Forced labour is also becoming harder to detect.

slavery and abductions;

compulsory participation in public works projects;
forced labour in agriculture and remote rural areas;
domestic work in forced labour situations;
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+ forced labour imposed by the military; and
+ forced labour in trafficking in persons.
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