International Labour Organization

Wednesday 27 April 2005
For immediate release
ILOBJ/05/02

NATIONAL EVENTSTO MARK WORLD DAY FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH AT WORK
28 APRIL 2005

BEIJING (ILO news) — Workers, employers, government and non-governmental
organizations in more than 100 countries will mark the World Day for Safety and Health at
Work on 28 April.

Thisyear’s World Day will focus on two issues. the construction industry, where 17
percent of all fatal accidents occur, and where younger and older workersfall victimto ahigh
rate of industrial accidents. Globally, the ILO estimates that accidents and illnesses cause
some 2.2 million deaths per year and reduce the world' s gross domestic product by an
estimated 4 percent.

The ILO has commemorated the World Day for Safety and Health at Work since 2001
asameans of bringing aglobal, tripartite focus to Workers Memoria Day, which has been
observed by the worldwide trade union movement for nearly a decade.

Observance of the World Day highlights the importance of reducing occupational
accidents and diseases worldwide through the promotion of a preventive safety and health
culture and a strong focus on prevention.

The ILO, the State Administration of Work Safety and the Ministry of Construction
will jointly organize ahigh level seminar - “Build a Harmonious Society: Pay attention to
Construction Safety” - in the morning of 28 April, 2005 in Beijing. In the afternoon, the ILO
and its Chinese counterparts will launch aWorld Day campaign to bring safety to Olympics
construction workers. Safety outfits and booklets will be distributed among construction
workers at one of the Olympics construction sites in Beljing.

According to the ILO, industrialized countries have seen a marked decrease in serious
work-related injuries over the past century thanks to safer workplaces, due largely to long-
term policies encouraging active involvement by governments, workers and employers, as
well as effective health and safety legislation backed by strong labour inspection. The ILO
says the devel oping world could also benefit from the experience of industrialized countries
through raised awareness of health and safety issues at the workplace, as well as an emphasis
on the importance of prevention.

With regard to this year’ s areas of focus for World Day, the ILO noted that the
construction industry is amajor generator of employment in many parts of the world.
However, it is also associated with proportionately much higher levels of work-related injury



and disease than most other sectors. According to areport® prepared by the ILO for the 2005
World Day, about 17 per cent of al fatal workplace accidents occur in the construction
industry. This adds up to 60,000 deaths per year, or one death every 10 minutes. Construction
workers also face serious health risks, such as those from exposure to asbestos, silicaand
hazardous chemicals. The report stresses the need for better planning and coordination in
addressing safety and health issues on construction sites, as well as a stronger focus on
prevention of work-related ill health and disease.

The same ILO report notes that two groups — younger workers aged 15-24 and older
workers aged 55 and older — are statistically more likely to suffer certain types of work-
related injuries than workersin other age groups.

For more information, please contact:

Mr. Zhu Changyou
Programme Officer
ILO Officein Beljing
zhucy@ilobj.org.cn

Ms. Chen Qiaoling
Communication Officer
ILO Officein Beljing
Tel.: 6532 5092 ext. 111
chengl @ilobj.org.cn
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