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ILO launched a Red card campaign to Child Labour at the Asian Cup China 2004

Beijing (ILO News) The International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) of
the International Labour Office (ILO) together with the FIFA, the Asian Football Confederation,
the Chinese Football Association and the Local Organizing Committee have decided to run a Red
Card to child labour campaign on the occasion of the Asian Cup China 2004.

The campaign was launched Sunday 25 July at Beijing's Workers' stadium in front of 70’ 000
enthusiastic spectators of the CHINA versus QATAR match. Red cards, campaign material and
information on child labour issue were handed out to journalists and officials. The 30" video spot
of the campaign was a so screened at half time while 24 children wearing red card T-Shirts were
flashing red cards on the pitch. A large ILO banner against child labour was also displayed in the
stadium.

The three following matches will also accommodate the Red card campaign:

1. -30.07.04 Beijing Quarter Fina 21:00
2. -03.08.04 Beijing Semi Fina 21:00
3. -06.08.04 Beijing Play Off 20:00

In 2002, ILO/IPEC decided to use the symbol of the red card to stigmatize child labour on the
occasion of international football competitions, create awareness among the general public and
stimulate action at the national level. As a result, the Red card to child labour campaign was
launched during the African Cup of Nationsin Mali in 2002. Since then similar campaigns were
run during the 100" Anniversary of the Real Madrid (International Football day, December
2002), the Under 20 South American Cup (January 2003) and the Women World Cup 2003
(USA).

In parallel, after having been partners since the first steps of the Red Card campaign in 2002,
FIFA and ILO decided in February 2003 to officially combine their strengths to develop the
campaign, thus establishing an original collaboration between sports and labour.
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inf/pr/2003/4.htm

It is important to emphasize that the Red Card campaign is not the prerogative of ILO/IPEC but
remains atripartite campaign involving all partners of the organization as well as the civil society.
It seeks to ensure national ownership and sustainability. Furthermore, it provides the complex
issue of child labour with the opportunity to penetrate the various strata of the population,
regardless of social differences, age, sex, etc.

Even though the campaign, aready running in several continents, has reached more than 400
million people, thisisthe first time the Red card reaches Asiaand China.
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