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Increase in Asia 
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Caring in old age –

HIV/AIDS

% of OVC and PLWHA cared for by older people
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Caring in old age -

migration
Between 1960 and 2005 the number of 

international migrants more than doubled from 

75 million to 191 million.  UNDESA

Internal Migration? - Urban population growth in 

Asia 1.4 billion to 2.6 billion – while rural 

population will remain static at around 2.5 

billion. Zlotnik 2003

Bangladesh,  Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka 

are key sources of migrant labour in Asia. US 

Bureau of the Census



Work in old age
Proporiton of people over 60 in the labour force
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Health risks in old age

Household healthcare expenditures in last 12 months relative to 

expenditures for all households (=100), by household type 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Bangladesh China Slovenia Viet Nam

C
o

s
t 
re

la
ti
v
e
 t

o
 a

v
e
ra

g
e

 f
o

r 
a

ll 
h
o
u

s
e
h
o

ld
s

All Households

No members 60+

1 member 60+

2 members 60+



Sources of Income 

in Old Age

Private transfers from family and social 

networks

Public transfers from pensions and other 

cash transfers

Labour earnings

Financial and other assets



Coverage of contributory 

pensions



Coverage of non-

contributory pensions



Impact of social pensions

on poverty in South Africa
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Secondary beneficiaries of 

pension income in Namibia

Grandchildren 

55%

Others 6% Spouse 9%

Parents 5%

Children 25%



Preferred model of the

pension system

Social 
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