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N Said another, “I never thought that I would have a chance to talk to senior

officials, who were very nice. It is also the first time for me to recognize that I

am valuable and that we are appreciated by others. I feel that I am doing an

important job as a representative of my friends.”

“I am also proud of myself because I didn’t think I would be able to

participate at such high level. I never expected this much,” added a third

participant. “This is the first time that I feel very free to share my opinions,”

said another.

Documentation of the children’s and young people’s assessment of

policies, programmes and activities addressing human trafficking can act

as template for others seeking to advocate effectively for direct

consultation of vulnerable groups – not just children but others too – in a

variety of areas and causes.

Timing of a participatory event is critical for strategic purposes. One of

the main objectives of the Mekong Youth Forum was to encourage senior

government officials to

advocate for the systematic

inclusion of child

participation and consultation

in their anti-trafficking work

plans, but the timing of the

first forum and the dialogues

with officials were scheduled

too close to the date of the

ministerial meeting and the

outcomes were therefore not

included in their first Joint

Declaration.

The “human touch”

component cannot be

underestimated. The senior managers of the organizing groups continued

to build personal relationships with key influential, figures within the

COMMIT process as well as those who advised the governments and

their task forces. The direct advocacy of these key figures helped ensure

that participation through consultation was enshrined in the Second Joint

Declaration of the COMMIT Ministers at Beijing.

Media attention, carefully timed with the run-up to the forum regionally

and in each country, helped place the issue of child participation on the

agenda of policy makers.
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