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Dar city ftathers
could learn from
Lindi township

By ABDULWAKIL
SAIBOKO

DAR ES SALAAM city fa-
thers should travel to Lindi
and Mtwara to learn that in-
crease in population could act
as an effective tool in admin-
istering not only cleanliness,
but also waste

The two towns in col
laboration with UN through
its Joint Programme | (IP 1)
have taken the fate of envi-
ronmental cleanness to the
people themselves and to a
large extent the system has
succeeded

In Mrwara, after finding
out that solid waste manage-
ment in the municipality had
remaned a challenge for a
long time due to reluctance
by the residents to contribute
towards waste disposal, the
town [athers embarked on the
drafting of by-laws to make
people responsible of ther
environ

The Municipal Acting Dhi-
tector, Mr Anderson Msum
ba, says that the draft which
has been sent to the Ministry

for Regional Admim
and L

endors

ation
Government  for

ient would help to
awaken residents on their ob-
hgation to. make their homes
clean

“The move 15 auned at
compelling the residents to
roups of their fel
low  residents which  have
been mobilised o take care
of their environments as our

help the

agencies. This formula has

shown lots of positive results
as residents are now in full
control of their surrounding,”
he says.

He adds that the only
sethack now was the failure
hy the residents who are not
groups members to be re-
sponsible of the cleanliness in
their area, to understand they
should keep their surround-
ings tiny all the time

“This concept of cost
sharing seems to be a diffi-
cult one to exercise here, as
people are not willing to do
so. Peaple are instead heap-
ing blames on us when
we and our people fail to do
the work properly which is

VCr

unfair because they also pro-
duce wastes,” he says.

Mr Msumba was com-
menting on the United Na-
tions  Jont  Programme on
Wealth Creation. Employ-
and Economic Empow-
erment in the municipality
which has supported several

oups of residents dealin

with garbage collection

He says that through the
:, UN has tramed
groups of residents who have
decided 1o establish  sold

wasie  management  groups

and tacilitated them

The Municipality’s UN
Programme Coordinator, Mr
Said Chibwana, adouts that

the lone mumcipal garbage
collection truck has broken
down thus the work 15 done
by the small groups and a
contractor who is hired by the

municipality

He says that in collabora-
tion with UN, they have con-
structed two dump sites and
several collection points

“These cleanness groups
are doing great job and they
are doing it voluntanily. Had it
not been for the work of their
hand, our council would have
been one of the dirtiest in the
country, but in a recent sur-
vey by the Ministry of Health
and Social Wellare we were

on top ten clean town coun-

cils,” he says

He adds that the pro-
gramme which 15 aimed at
expanding employment -
portunitics started in  the
ars ago,

municipality two
with the major focus on solid
waste management. The mu-
nicipality has a population.af
1 30,000 people

People have collaboratéd

m constructing ten ('{\ll&‘\'lll\ll'

points and two dump sites
The waste  collection
undergone train-

groups ha
mg on how to collect solid
waste, Though these g
were informally
they have been helped to get
offices and majority of them

roups

stered,

are now fully registered

“The Municipality  has
one truck which s now out

to techmcal

of service due
the  moment
we are depending on clean

problems,

ness groups and a contrac-
tor whom we have hired
Still when compared to other
towns we stand a hetter posi-
tion, This shows the impor

tance of these groups because

it would have been hard on
our side (f we decided to do
single handedly,”™ he sand

The Nyerere Youth
Group  (NYG)  Secretary,
Mr Mohamed Salim, whose
group deals with garbage
collection in the municipal-
ity complained that the work
was almost becoming tire
some amid lack of supporn
from the garbage producers

(residents)
“We are optimistic that
when the by-laws are en-

forced, we will be in a better  aster concerned and the

position to continue with our was received  optimistically
work because as of now 1ts by the groups of cleaners
hard Lo mantain our perfor-
mance since we have got no

any other source of fund.” he

The two towns operate on

the same style and the groups

simular challenges which are
mainly caused by the hesi-
required to contribute 200/

only for a sack of garbage  pay collection fees

himbo, said that the town has

A group of 6 volunteers

have devote

as a special
15 A Spec

cleanness in
.'\Il‘ll cs
“The LN IP 1 has hely

us tram o

TWATCNEss |
seen changes a
taken cleanness very s
ly. The mimster

has endorsed  our  hyv-laws

and we theretore <t thai

groups will start  hint
something 1 froan the
waste prodd he sl

 Yakobo, said that
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Kilimo Kwanza gets UN boost

By The Citizen Reporter,
Lindi

The United Nations, under its
One UN initiative programme, in
collaboration with the govern-
ment, has provided Lindi region
with a number of farming imple-
ments to support Kilimo Kwanza
initiative.

The implements include 20
power tillers, 20 motorised spray
pumps for disease and pest con-
trol in cashew farms; and 20
chain saws for trimming cashew
trees. The facilities have been
provided to 20 farmers groups in
four districts of Lindi Rural,
Ruangwa, Nachingwea and
Liwale in the region.

The UN's Food and Agricul-

ture Organisation (FAO) country
representative, Dr  Louise
Setshwalo, urged the groups to
properly maintain the machines
so that they could be beneficial.

Speaking in Lindi Rural Dis-
trict during the handover of pow-
er tillers to five groups, Dr
Setshwalo noted that such kind
of assistance could generate
employment and raise incomes,
as well as address the existing
gap of mechanised power for
farming operations.

According to Dr Setshwalo,
the support was not a handout to
the groups, but as it has been
agreed before, the groups should
contribute from the income gen-
erated by their business, to
financially support others in

establishing income generating
activities.

Speaking during her visit at
the group's field demonstration
farms, Dr Setshwalo said she was
encouraged by remarkable
changes in agricultural methods
the groups have so far undertak-
en. “You can see that this farm is
different from other farms
around it,” she said when
inspecting cassava farms.

Apart from the farming
implements, the UN, under its
One UN initiative programme
dubbed as ‘JP1’, has also sup-
ported two resource centres
built in Mtama and Mchinga
wards, Lindi Region, which will
be used to train farmers and
extension officers.
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~ people to
- businesses.

FAQ donates 20 power tillers to Lindi region

By Lydia
Shekighenda, Lindi

OVER 400 farmers will
directly benefit from the 20
power tillers and other
agriculture equipment
donated by the United
Nations under the Joint
Programme 1 in Lindi
Region.

Handing over the power
tillers to five groups in Lindi
district council on Thursday,
the Food and Agriculture

Organization country
representative Louise
Setshwaelo said the

equipment were meant to
support the farmers so they
could increase production and
imcome.

“This equipment is meant
to stimulate and jump-start
enterprising youths in the
region to engage themselves
as credible, wviable and
profitable service providers in
the agriculture  sector,”
Setshwaelo said.

She said the support was
not a hand-out to the groups
but they would be required to
contribute from the income
generated by their businesses
so as to support other young
start  other

“We believe that a scheme
like this, modelled around the

: concept of the well known

‘dairy heifer’ scheme, can

- help young people overcome

the problem of start-up

_ capital for small enterprises.”

She however said that the

UN was ready to provide
- training and mentoring on
- business skills and
. entrepreneurship governance

and other areas to help young
people manage their
businesses.

She said that there were

good business opportunities
in the provision of non-
traditional services in the
agricultural sector in
Tanzania such as tractor hire
for ploughing land, planting
and transport of produce from
farms and other goods.

“Engaging in this type of
service can generate
employment and  raise
immcomes, while at the same
time addressing the existing
gap of mechanized power
farms operations,” she said.

She commended  the
significant progress which
has been made towards
improving value chains for
cassava and cashewnut.

For his part, JPI field co-
ordinator Pius Wanzala said
the 20 power tillers worth
8.3m/- would be distributed
to councils in Lindt Region
in which each council would
get five power tillers.

Other agricultural
equipment donated ncluded
20 motorized pumps for
diseases and pest control 1n
cashew farms and 20 chamn
saws for trimming. Councils
which would benefit include
Lindi, Nachingwea, Liwale
and Ruangwa.

He said various criterias
were used to select farmers
groups, among which were
that the group must be
registered and illegally
recognized, must have a
constitution and by-laws,
have an office and work
premises.

He said a total of 15
power tillers were also given
to three districts in Mtwara
Region to support the
farmers and government
efforts towards improving
the agriculture sector.

The districts are Miwara
rural, Masasi and
Nanvumbu.
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FAQ rep lays stress on reliable markets for farmers

By Lydia
Shekighenda, Mtwara

FOOD  and  Agriculture
Organization (FAO) country
representative Louise
Setshwaelo has underscored
the importance of reliable
markets  for small scale
farmers  to  help  them
commercialize thewr farming
practices.

Setshwaelo made the
remark here on Wednesday
during his tour of Naliendele
Agricultural Research
[nstitute. FAO has partnered
with  the insutute  to
implement the Food and
Nutritton Programme under
the United Nations Joint
Program | (UN JP1).

She said rehiable markets
were the main constraint
drawing back small holder
tarmers’ effort to improve
tarmung, not only in Mtwara

Region, but also in other
regions in the country.

“There is a need to
promote the Public- Private
Partnership in addressing the
problem of markets, as it s
being done under the “Kilimo
Kwanza’' initiative so as to
help farmers to access
markets for their produce”
she said.

The FAO representative
said the programme being
implemented UN JP1 in the
two regions of Mtwara and
Lindi was meant to help the
people create wealth, jobs

and search for reliable
markets.

Setshwaelo however said
that the =food safety and
quality programme being
implemented under JPI
helped the farmers and

district officials to understand
required standards in food
processing to meet both
domestic and international

standards.

“Under this programme,
about 700 district officials
have been tramned on food
safety and quality. These will
train others .. .our intention
here is to ensure that
Tanzanians are comfortable
with the safety of food they
consume,"” she said.

Naliendele institute’s
acting director Elly Kafiritn
said that the IP1 on food and
nutrition has been of benefit
to the tarmers because 1t has
given them skills to add value
to their crops, especially
cashew nut

He said at first, tarmers
believed that the most
valuable part from the cashew
nut was the nut alone, but
after being trained, they had
realized that the cashew apple

could as well be used in
producing variety of
products.

“Most farmers engaging in

cashew nut production are
aware of these benefits,” he
said.

For his part, an
agricultural research officer
with Naliendele 1nstitute
Zachary Mbunda said that
through the UN JP1, the
farmers had managed to
process variety of products
from the cashew apple.

“The cashew apple 1s very
valuable because we process
variety of products from it by
using the skills we got from
the training and equipment
provided by the UN." he said.

Mbunda said. the products
which they had managed to
process from the cashew
apple include juice, syrup,
chutney, candy, pickle, jam
and wine

He cited lack of good
storage facilities and
packaging system as among
constraints the farmers face in
processing their products
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Lindi residents to pay garbage collection fees

By The Citizen Reporter, Lindi

Residents of Lindi town will in the
near future start paying garbage col-

| lection fees, the acting town council

director, Mr William Maimbo, has
said.

He was briefing journalists who

| were in a mission to check on pro-

| jects

supported by the United

| Nations under its programme of work-

ing under one roof. Under the Joint
Programme One (JP1), UN agencies
have teamed up to work as one and
support a number of initiatives. In
Lindi and Mtwara the initiatives tar-
get wealth and employment creation
as well as improvement ol agricul-
ture.

One of the areas which the UN has
been supporting is solid waste man-
agement, After being sensitized some

residents in Lindi have established
groups which have voluntarily been
engaged in the management of solid
waste.

For the time being the droups
have been working without pay. But
Mr Maimbo said by-laws have been
enacted that would make the council
charge waste producers.

“We will use the income to pro-
vide allowances to group members as

well as purchase equipment [or waste
collection and management.” he
said. The coordinator of IP1 in the Lin-
da town council, Mr. Judaic Summary,
said they are now preparing receipts
for those who will be paying for waste
collection services.

According to the JP1 co-ordinator
in Lindi and Mtwara, Mr Pius Wanzala,
the groups have been trained on solid
waste management.







