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EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  
 
TThhee  22000011  EEtthhiiooppiiaann  SSttaanndd  AAlloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  ssuurrvveeyy  iiss  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ooff  iittss  kkiinndd  ttoo  bbee  ccoonndduucctteedd  iinn  
tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..    TThhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  SSuurrvveeyy  aarroossee  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssoocciiaall  ppaarrttnneerrss’’  
ccoonncceerrnn  aabboouutt  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  aass  wweellll  aass  iinn  tthhee  
rruurraall  aarreeaass..  CChhiillddrreenn  aarree  ccoommmmoonnllyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ddoommeessttiicc  cchhoorreess,,  aanndd  aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  iinn  
mmaannuuaall  llaabboouurr  iinn  tthhee  aaggrriiccuullttuurree  sseeccttoorr  ssuucchh  aass  aatttteennddiinngg  ddoommeessttiicc  aanniimmaallss,,  wweeeeddiinngg  aanndd  
hhaarrvveessttiinngg..  IInn  tthhee  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  oofftteenn  ffoorrcceedd  iinnttoo  llaabboouurr  dduuee  ttoo  aa  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  
ppeerrssiissttiinngg  ppoovveerrttyy,,  wwhhiicchh  rreeqquuiirreess  aallll  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinnccoommee..  SSoommee  
ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkk  iinn  wwhhiicchh  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  iinnvvoollvveedd  aarree  ddoonnee  uunnddeerr  hhaazzaarrddoouuss  wwoorrkk  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..  
TThheerreeffoorree,,  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ccoonncceerrnn  iiss  nnoott  oonn  cchhiilldd  wwoorrkk  aass  ssuucchh,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  tthhee  ccoonncceerrnn  iiss  oonn  tthhoossee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  aarree  ddeettrriimmeennttaall  ttoo  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  pphhyyssiiccaall  aanndd  mmeennttaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..      
  
EEtthhiiooppiiaa  hhaass  rraattiiffiieedd  tthhee  UUNN  ccoonnvveennttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  tthhee  CChhiilldd  aanndd  iinncclluuddeedd  pprroovviissiioonnss  iinn  
hheerr  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  oonn  bbaassiicc  rriigghhttss  aanndd  pprriivviilleeggeess  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn..  AAlltthhoouugghh  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  hhaass  nnoott  ssiiggnneedd  
aannyy  ooff  tthhee  IILLOO  ccoonnvveennttiioonn  oonn  mmiinniimmuumm  aaggee,,  tthhee  llaabboouurr  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  ooff  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  ((NNoo..4422//9933))  
ssttiippuullaatteess  tthhaatt  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeellooww  1144  yyeeaarrss  aarree  nnoott  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk..  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  ooff  yyoouunngg  wwoorrkkeerrss  
bbeettwweeeenn  1144  aanndd  1188  yyeeaarrss  iiss  aallssoo  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cceerrttaaiinn  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ssuucchh  aass  mmaaxxiimmuumm  ooff  sseevveenn  
wwoorrkkiinngg  hhoouurrss  ppeerr  ddaayy,,  pprroohhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  oovveerrttiimmee  wwoorrkk,,  nniigghhtt  wwoorrkk  aanndd  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  wweeeekkllyy  rreesstt  
aanndd  ppuubblliicc  ddaayyss..  TThhee  ssaammee  llaaww  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss  ((MMOOLLSSAA))  ttoo  
lleeggaallllyy  pprreessccrriibbee  lliissttss  ooff  ddaannggeerroouuss  ooppeerraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  aarree  ddeettrriimmeennttaall  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  ooff  wwoorrkkiinngg  
cchhiillddrreenn..      
  
However, MOLSA has been constrained by lack of data to carry out its mandate. There has 
been no comprehensive and adequate study, which shows the exact magnitude and situation of 
child labour in all economic sectors. The availability of data on working children and their 
analysis on a continuous basis is particularly essential for establishing intervention programs 
and formulating policies for the eventual elimination of child labour.  
 

OObbjjeeccttiivveess  ooff  tthhee  SSuurrvveeyy  

  
TThheerreeffoorree  tthhee  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  ooff  tthhee  22000011  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  wwaass  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  
ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ddaattaa  oonn  cchhiillddrreenn''ss  aaccttiivviittiieess  ffooccuussiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ssttaattuuss  ooff  sscchhoooolliinngg,,  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  
eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess..    SSppeecciiffiiccaallllyy,,  tthhee  SSuurrvveeyy  wwaass  aaiimmeedd  aatt  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ddaattaa  tthhaatt  wwiillll  
hheellpp  ttoo::  
  

((aa))  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhee  ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc  aanndd  ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoommiicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn::  aaggee,,  sseexx,,  
ssttaattuuss  aanndd  lleevveellss  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg  ,,  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss,,  sskkiillll--lleevveellss,,  hhoouurrss  ooff  wwoorrkk,,  
eeaarrnniinnggss  aanndd  ootthheerr  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  lliivviinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss;;    

  



  

((bb))  aasssseessss  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  hheeaalltthh,,  
pphhyyssiiccaall  aanndd  mmeennttaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt;;    

  

((cc))  eexxaammiinnee  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  sseeccttoorrss  tthhaatt  eemmppllooyy  mmoosstt  cchhiillddrreenn;;    
  

((dd))  iiddeennttiiffyy  wwhheerree  aanndd  hhooww  lloonngg  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  lleeaadd  
cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oorr  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  ppuutt  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  wwoorrkk;;    aanndd  

  

((ee))  aasssseessss  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  wweellffaarree  ssttaattuuss  ooff  wwoorrkkiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn..  
  

CCoovveerraaggee  aanndd  TTaarrggeett  ooff  tthhee  SSuurrvveeyy  

  
The survey covered 1,257 Enumeration Areas (EAs) from both rural and urban parts of the 
country.  The sample was designed to provide statistical estimates for each of the 9 regions 
and two administrative areas, urban and rural areas separately as well as for 11 major urban 
centers. The survey targeted 43,995 households, of which 43,601 (99.1%) were successfully 
covered. 
  
TThhee  SSuurrvveeyy  ccoolllleecctteedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffoorr  aallll  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  sseelleecctteedd  hhoouusseehhoollddss  aass  wweellll  aass  ffoorr  
cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss..  DDaattaa  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffoorr  aallll  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinncclluuddee  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrss  
ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  lliikkee  aaggee,,  sseexx,,  rreelliiggiioonn,,  eetthhnniicciittyy,,  sscchhooooll  aatttteennddaannccee    aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  
mmaarriittaall  ssttaattuuss;;  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittyy  ssttaattuuss  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  55  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  
sseevveenn  ddaayyss,,  iiff    nnoonn--wwoorrkkiinngg  ((eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy  nnoonn  aaccttiivvee))  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  nnoott  wwoorrkkiinngg,,  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  hhoouurrss  
wwoorrkkeedd,,  ..  ..  ..  eettcc;;  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  1100  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  
ttwweellvvee  mmoonntthhss;;  hhoouussiinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss,,  hhoouussiinngg  ffaacciilliittiieess  aanndd  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinnccoommee  aanndd  eexxppeennddiittuurree  
wweerree  ccoolllleecctteedd..    
 
For children aged 5-17 years, information on movement of children between households; 
school attendance and reason for dropouts; domestic activities and idleness; health and 
welfare situations of children who have been working at any time in the past; conditions of 
employment of children who are working for a non-relative person for pay; perception of 
parents of those children that are engaged in economic activity about the children’s working 
conditions were collected from their parents or guardians. Similar information about 
children aged 10-17 years was also collected from children themselves.  
 
TThhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  pprreesseennttss  ssuummmmaarryy  aanndd  ddeettaaiilleedd  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ttaabblleess  ooff  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    TThhee  
ssuummmmaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  aarree  oorrggaanniizzeedd  iinnttoo  ffiivvee  cchhaapptteerrss  aanndd  tthhee  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ttaabblleess  ooff  tthhee  
ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuullttss  aarree  pprreesseenntteedd  sseeppaarraatteellyy  iinn  AAnnnneexx  AA..    CChhaapptteerr  II  aanndd  IIII  aarree  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  cchhaapptteerrss  
ttoo  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  wwhheerree  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ssuurrvveeyy  mmeetthhooddoollooggyy  aarree  ccoovveerreedd..    CChhaapptteerr  IIIIII  
pprreesseennttss  tthhee  ssiizzee  aanndd  ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoommiicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  
aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss..    IInn  CChhaapptteerrss  IIVV  aanndd  VV  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssttaattuuss  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  wwoorrkk  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  
ddiissccuusssseedd..  



  

FFiinnddiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  SSuurrvveeyy  

  
TThhee  SSuurrvveeyy  eessttiimmaatteess  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wweerree  1188,,119977,,778833  CChhiillddrreenn  iinn  EEtthhiiooppiiaa,,  aaccccoouunnttiinngg  ffoorr  3322..66%%  
ooff  tthhee  eessttiimmaatteedd  5555..99  mmiilllliioonn  ttoottaall  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  TThheerree  wweerree  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  99,,227711,,006622  mmaallee  aanndd  
88,,992266,,772211  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss..  MMaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  lliivvee  iinn  tthhee  rruurraall  aarreeaass  
((8866..77%%))..  TThhee  rreessuulltt  aallssoo  sshhoowwss  aabboouutt  8844  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  lliivviinngg  aatt  lleeaasstt  wwiitthh  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ppaarreennttss..  
  
RReeggaarrddiinngg  sscchhooooll  aatttteennddaannccee,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhaatt  oouutt  ooff  1100  EEtthhiiooppiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  
yyeeaarrss,,  oonnllyy  44  ((3388  ppeerrcceenntt))  wweerree  aatttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll  ((ffoorrmmaall  aanndd  iinnffoorrmmaall))  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  
ssuurrvveeyy..    MMoorreeoovveerr,,  aabboouutt  4400  ppeerrcceenntt  aanndd  4411  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  1133--1144  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  1155--1177  
yyeeaarrss,,  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy,,  nneevveerr  wweenntt  ttoo  sscchhooooll..    TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  aallssoo  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  mmoorree  uurrbbaann  cchhiillddrreenn  
ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  mmoorree  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  hhaavvee  ggoott  aa  
bbeetttteerr  cchhaannccee  ooff    sscchhooooll  aatttteennddaannccee..  
  
TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt    iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhaatt    aabboouutt  8855  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy’’ss  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
ssoommee  kkiinndd  ooff  aaccttiivviittyy,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,    pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittyy  oorr  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  oonnee  wweeeekk  
rreeffeerreennccee  ppeerriioodd..  OOvveerraallll,,  99,,448833,,661111  cchhiillddrreenn  ((  5522..11  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall    cchhiillddrreenn  ))  wweerree  
rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  wwoorrkkeedd  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess    dduurriinngg  tthhee  rreeffeerreennccee  ppeerriioodd..  TThhee  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  
rraattee  ffoorr  bbooyyss  wwaass  6622  ppeerrcceenntt  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  4411..99  ppeerrcceenntt  ffoorr  ggiirrllss..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  iiss  
rreevveerrsseedd  wwhheenn  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  aarree  ttaakkeenn  iinn  ttoo  aaccccoouunntt  wwhheerree  iitt  iiss  ddoommiinnaatteedd  bbyy  ggiirrllss  
((4444..33  ppeerrcceenntt))  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  bbooyyss  ((2222..88  ppeerrcceenntt))..    
  
CChhiillddrreenn  rreessiiddiinngg  iinn  rruurraall  aarreeaass  hhaadd  aa  hhiigghheerr  cchhaannccee  ooff    bbeeiinngg  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  wwoorrkk  oorr  
hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaann  tthhoossee  rreessiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass..    RRuurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  bbee  
eennggaaggeedd  mmoorree  iinn  bbootthh  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  wwhhiillee  uurrbbaann  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  
eennggaaggeedd    mmoorree  iinn  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  oonnllyy..  
  
WWiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  sseexx  ddiiffffeerreenncceess,,  tthhee  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  oonnllyy  
hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  wwaass  ddoouubbllee  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  tthhaatt  ooff  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwhheerreeaass  tthhee  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  
ooff  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  oonnllyy  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess  wweerree  ffoouurr--ffoolldd  hhiigghheerr  wwhheenn  ccoommppaarreedd  
wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..  
  
TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  ffuurrtthheerr  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  EEtthhiiooppiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss  ccoommbbiinnee  wwoorrkk  aanndd  
sscchhooooll  wwhhiillee  aabboouutt  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  rreeppoorrtteedd  aass  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthhoouutt  ggeettttiinngg  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo  
aatttteenndd  sscchhooooll..    OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  11  oouutt  ooff  1100  EEtthhiiooppiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  ssiittttiinngg  iiddllee  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  
tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  nneeiitthheerr  aatttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll  nnoorr  uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg  aannyy  kkiinndd  ooff  aaccttiivviittyy..      TThhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  
llaabboouurr  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  ffaammiillyy  bbuussiinneessss,,  aanndd  ddeessiirree  ttoo  ssuupppplleemmeenntt  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinnccoommee  
aarree  tthhee  ttwwoo  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rreeaassoonnss  tthhaatt  ddrriivvee  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  wwoorrkk..  TThhuuss,,  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaa  wwoorrkk  ttoo  aassssiisstt  tthheemmsseellvveess  aanndd  ttoo  ggeett  wwoorrkk  eexxppeerriieennccee..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  
hhaanndd,,  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ((8899  ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  lliivviinngg  iinn  rruurraall  aarreeaass  aanndd  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  wweerree  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  ssuucchh  aass  hheerrddiinngg  



  

ccaattttllee,,  hheellppiinngg  aadduullttss  iinn  ffaarrmmiinngg,,  ……eettcc..    IInn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  lliittttllee  aabboovvee  hhaallff  ((5522  ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  tthhee  
cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss,,  lliikkee  ssttrreeeett--vveennddiinngg,,  sshhooee--sshhiinniinngg,,  mmeesssseennggeerr  
sseerrvviicceess,,  ddaaiillyy  llaabboouurr  oorr  iinn  mmiinniinngg,,  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg,,  ttrraannssppoorrtt  aaccttiivviittyy,,  ……  eettcc..    TThhee  
rreemmaaiinniinngg  4488  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  wwoorrkkiinngg  aass  sseerrvviiccee,,  sshhoopp  aanndd  mmaarrkkeett  ssaalleess  wwoorrkkeerrss  ((2266  ppeerrcceenntt)),,  
ccrraafftt  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  ttrraaddee  wwoorrkkeerrss  ((1199  ppeerrcceenntt)),,  aanndd  ootthheerr  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  
  
TThhee  ssiinnggllee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iinndduussttrryy  tthhaatt  eemmppllooyyss  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  llaabboouurr  iinn  rruurraall  aarreeaass  aanndd  hheennccee  
ttoottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  iiss  aaggrriiccuullttuurree..    WWhhiillee  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  aaggrriiccuullttuurree  eemmppllooyyss  oonnllyy  2244..33  
ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  llaabboouurr..    TThhee  mmaajjoorr  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  sseeccttoorr  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  eemmppllooyyiinngg  
cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  aarree::  wwhhoolleessaallee  aanndd  rreettaaiill  ttrraaddee  iinncclluuddiinngg  rreeppaaiirr  ooff  vveehhiicclleess,,  ppeerrssoonnaall  
aanndd  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ggooooddss  ((2244..77  ppeerrcceenntt));;  pprriivvaattee  hhoouusseehhoollddss  ((1155..44  ppeerrcceenntt));;  hhootteell  aanndd  rreessttaauurraannttss  
((1122..55  ppeerrcceenntt));;  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  ((1122..55  ppeerrcceenntt))  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  ppeerrssoonnaall  ccaarree  
sseerrvviicceess  ((77..55  ppeerrcceenntt))..  
  
TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  ((aabboouutt  9922  ppeerrcceenntt))  wwhhoo  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittyy  wweerree  
wwoorrkkiinngg  aass  uunnppaaiidd  ffaammiillyy  wwoorrkkeerrss..    IInn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  sseellff--eemmppllooyyeedd  aanndd  ddoommeessttiicc  eemmppllooyyeeee  
cchhiillddrreenn  ttooookk  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  sshhaarree..    DDoommeessttiicc  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  lleefftt  ffoorr  ffeemmaalleess  wwhhiillee  mmaallee  
cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  mmoorree  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee  eennggaaggeedd    nnoonn--ddoommeessttiicc  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  ssuucchh  aass  eennggaaggiinngg  iinn  sseellff--
eemmppllooyymmeenntt..  TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  EEtthhiiooppiiaann  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittyy  ssppeenntt  lloonngg  hhoouurrss  oonn  wwoorrkk..    TThhee  aavveerraaggee  hhoouurrss  wwoorrkkeedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  rreeffeerreennccee  wweeeekk  wwaass  
ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  3322..88  hhoouurrss,,  wwhheerree  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  wwoorrkk  lloonnggeerr  hhoouurrss  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  ffeemmaallee  
ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..    FFuurrtthheerrmmoorree,,  mmoorree  tthhaann  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  
wwoorrkk  ffoorr  aatt  lleeaasstt  33  hhoouurrss  iinn  aa  ddaayy..  
  
CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg  tthhee  tteerrmmss  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ooff  ootthheerr  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  oorr  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  tteerrmm  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt  aammoonngg  rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  iiss  oonn  
aannnnuuaall  bbaassiiss  wwhhiillee  aammoonngg  uurrbbaann  cchhiillddrreenn  iitt  iiss  oonn  mmoonntthhllyy  bbaassiiss..    TThheerree  eexxiissttss  ggeennddeerr  
ddiiffffeerreennttiiaall  rreeggaarrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  tteerrmmss  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt  wwhheerree  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  ppaaiidd  mmaaiinnllyy  oonn  aannnnuuaall  
bbaassiiss  wwhhiillee  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  ppaaiidd  mmaaiinnllyy  oonn  mmoonntthhllyy  bbaassiiss..  
  
TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  hhaass  aallssoo  ccoolllleecctteedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess  iinnccoommee  
aanndd  ssaavviinnggss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  tthheemmsseellvveess..    TThhee  rreessuulltt  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  oovveerr  ttwwoo--  tthhiirrddss  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  ppaayy  ffoorr  ootthheerrss  ggiivvee  aallll  oorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheeiirr  eeaarrnniinnggss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess..    HHiigghheerr  
pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  uurrbbaann,,  mmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  ffeemmaallee  wweerree  
ggiivviinngg  tthheeiirr  iinnccoommee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss..  
  
RReeggaarrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssttaattuuss  aanndd  mmeetthhoodd  ooff  ssaavviinngg  ooff  iinnccoommee,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreevveeaallss  tthhaatt,,  nnoott  aallll  
cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  ssaavviinngg  ffrroomm    tthhee  iinnccoommee  tthheeyy  eeaarrnn  ffrroomm  sseellff--eemmppllooyymmeenntt  aanndd  ppaaiidd  eemmppllooyymmeenntt..  
HHiigghheerr  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  uurrbbaann  cchhiillddrreenn  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  ssaavvee  ffrroomm  tthhee  iinnccoommee  tthheeyy  eeaarrnn  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  rruurraall  
ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..  TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  ssaavvee  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  iinnccoommee  ttoo  uussee  iitt  dduurriinngg  hhoolliiddaayyss..  UUrrbbaann  
cchhiillddrreenn  sseeeemm  mmoorree  bbuussiinneessss  oorriieenntteedd  tthhaann  rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhheerree  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  uurrbbaann  
cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  ssaavviinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ssttaarrttiinngg  oowwnn  bbuussiinneessss  iiss  ttwwiiccee  aass  llaarrggee  aass  tthhaatt  ooff  
rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn    



  

      
CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg  tthhee  wwoorrkk  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  eemmppllooyyeerr,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhaatt  11  
iinn  1100  cchhiillddrreenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  ootthheerrss  hhaavvee  bbaadd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  eemmppllooyyeerr  wwhhiillee  aabboouutt  66  
ppeerrcceenntt  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  nneeiitthheerr  bbaadd  nnoorr  ggoooodd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp..    RReellaattiivveellyy,,  hhiigghheerr  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  
ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  tteenndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbaadd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  oorr  ffeeeell  ttoo  hhaavvee  iinnddiiffffeerreenntt  aattttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrddss  tthheeiirr  
eemmppllooyyeerrss  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  mmaallee  ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..  
  
IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  iinncciiddeenncceess  aanndd  sseerriioouussnneessss  ooff  iinnjjuurryy  wwaass  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  
ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  iinn  aannyy  kkiinndd  ooff  aaccttiivviittyy  aatt  aannyy  ttiimmee  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  iinntteerrvviieeww..    TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  
rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  66..66  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  eevveerr  wwoorrkkeedd  cchhiillddrreenn    hhaavvee  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  iinnjjuurryy  oorr  iillllnneessss  dduuee  
ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrkk  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddooiinngg..    TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  eennccoouunntteerriinngg  iinnjjuurriieess//iillllnneessss  iinn  
tthhee  rruurraall  aarreeaass  wwaass  rreellaattiivveellyy  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  tthhoossee  iinn  tthhee  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass..  
  
AAmmoonngg  tthhee  ttoottaall  iinnjjuurreedd//iillll  cchhiillddrreenn,,  8855  ppeerrcceenntt  hhaadd  ssttooppppeedd  wwoorrkkiinngg  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  aanndd  22..44  
ppeerrcceenntt  hhaadd  ssttooppppeedd  wwoorrkk  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  sseerriioouussnneessss  ooff  tthhee  iinnjjuurryy..  AAmmoonngg  cchhiillddrreenn  
wwhhoo  hhaavvee  eevveerr  eennccoouunntteerreedd  iinnjjuurryy//iillllnneessss,,  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  tthhiirrdd  ddiidd  nnoott  nneeeedd  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  aanndd  aabboouutt  
tthhee  ssaammee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  wweerree  ggiivveenn  mmeeddiiccaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  aanndd  rreeccoovveerreedd..    SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  
((aabboouutt  2233  ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  iinnjjuurreedd//iillll  cchhiillddrreenn  rreecceeiivveedd  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwhhiillee  oonnllyy  aabboouutt  22  
ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  hhoossppiittaalliizzeedd  ffoorr  ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  
  
IInn  EEtthhiiooppiiaa,,  iinn  ggeenneerraall,,  uussee  ooff  pprrootteeccttiivvee  wweeaarrss  wwhheetthheerr  iitt  iiss  mmooddeerrnn  oorr  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  iiss  
uunnccoommmmoonn  aammoonngg  cchhiillddrreenn..    OOnnllyy  22..33  ppeerrcceenntt  aanndd  66..99  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  
pprraaccttiicciinngg  tthhee  uussee  ooff  mmooddeerrnn  aanndd  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  pprrootteeccttiivvee  wweeaarrss,,  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy..  
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BACKGROUND TO THE SURVEY 
  

11..11..      IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  

 
Child labour remains to be a serious problem in the world today. The International Labour 
Organization (ILO) statistical data proves that many children in the world are exposed to 
dangerous and hazardous activities. According to the ILO, the number of working children 
between the ages of 5 and 14 is about 211 million. The overwhelming majority of these are in 
the developing countries, in the sub-Saharan Africa 23 percent, Asia and Pacific 60 percent and 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ILO, 2002).  
 
Similar to other developing countries, child labour is also a problem in Ethiopia.  Children are 
engaged in economic and non-economic activities not compatible with their age in both the 
urban and rural areas. In the rural areas, child work is perceived as an avoidable or even 
necessary part of children's socialization process. Children are commonly involved in domestic 
chores, and are supposed to assist in manual labour in the agriculture sector such as attending 
domestic animals, weeding and harvesting. In the urban areas, children are often forced into 
labour due to a situation of persisting poverty, which requires all family members to contribute 
to the household income.  
 
In general child labour is considered as an aspect of child exploitation and child abuse. 
However, the perception of child labour by the society further complicates the problem. 
For some, it is widely accepted as a natural order of bringing up children to be 
responsible future adults and hence child labour is often equated with child work, with 
the argument that work is good for the socialization of children and a means of helping 
families. The international community through the ILO makes a distinction between 
child work and child labour. The former refers to any work for pay or unpaid family 
(domestic) work, which is part of socialization process. Child work may  some times 
include hazardous work.  On the other hand, child labour refers to situations where 
children are actually doing work either in industries or occupations where the child is 
below the established minimum age which contravenes the ILO Conventions No. 138 on 
Minimum age of employment and Convention No 182 on the worst forms of child labour.  
It also includes, children who try to earn their living either through paid employment or 
engage in small business activities opened by the children themselves or working for the 



  

benefit of adults who exploit them. These include those children working in hazardous 
work environment, in exploitative condition, work for long hours or work in activities 
that require intense physical effort, and work in servitude. Therefore, the main concern is 
not on child work as such, but rather the concern is on those activities that are 
detrimental to children’s physical and mental development.   
 
Heavy work at an early age has a direct deterring effect on children's physical and 
mental development. Physically, children are not fit to long hours of strenuous and 
monotonous work. Moreover, children are especially vulnerable to accidents because they 
have neither the awareness of the danger nor the knowledge of the precaution to be taken 
at work.  
  
EEtthhiiooppiiaa  hhaass  rraattiiffiieedd  tthhee  UUNN  ccoonnvveennttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  tthhee  CChhiilldd  aanndd  iinncclluuddeedd  pprroovviissiioonnss  iinn  
hheerr  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  oonn  bbaassiicc  rriigghhttss  aanndd  pprriivviilleeggeess  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn..  AAlltthhoouugghh  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  hhaass  nnoott  ssiiggnneedd  
aannyy  ooff  tthhee  IILLOO  ccoonnvveennttiioonn  oonn  rreeqquuiirreedd  mmiinniimmuumm  aaggee,,  tthhee  llaabboouurr  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  ooff  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  
((NNoo..4422//9933))  ssttiippuullaatteess  tthhaatt  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeellooww  1144  yyeeaarrss  aarree  nnoott  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk..  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  ooff  
yyoouunngg  wwoorrkkeerrss  bbeettwweeeenn  1144  aanndd  1188  yyeeaarrss  iiss  aallssoo  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cceerrttaaiinn  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ssuucchh  aass  mmaaxxiimmuumm  
ooff  sseevveenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  hhoouurrss  ppeerr  ddaayy,,  pprroohhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  oovveerrttiimmee  wwoorrkk,,  nniigghhtt  wwoorrkk  aanndd  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  
wweeeekkllyy  rreesstt  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  ddaayyss..  TThhee  ssaammee  llaaww  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss  
((MMOOLLSSAA))  ttoo  lleeggaallllyy  pprreessccrriibbee  lliissttss  ooff  ddaannggeerroouuss  ooppeerraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  aarree  ddeettrriimmeennttaall  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  ooff  
wwoorrkkiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn..    EEtthhiiooppiiaa  iiss  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  IILLOO’’ss  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
PPrrooggrraammmmee  oonn  tthhee  EElliimmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  ((IIPPEECC))  aanndd  aallrreeaaddyy  ssttaarrtteedd  ssoommee  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  
tthhiiss  rreeggaarrdd..  TThhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss  iiss  mmaannddaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  
tthhee  ccoonnvveennttiioonnss  aanndd  pprroovviissiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  cchhiillddrreenn''ss  rriigghhttss..  
  
In Ethiopia there is not comprehensive and adequate study, which shows the exact 
magnitude and situation of child labour in all economic sectors. The section on child 
labour incorporated in the 1999 National Labour Force Survey questionnaire was limited 
in its scope as it was a module attached to a survey with a major concern on adult labour 
statistics. The availability of data on working children and their analysis on a continuous 
basis is particularly essential for establishing intervention programs and formulating 
policies for the eventual elimination of child labour. To address this problem, the 
Government of Ethiopia, through the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MOLSA) 
and the Central Statistical Authority (CSA), with the technical and financial support of 
the ILO, launched a Stand-alone National Child Labour Survey (NCLS) in March 2001. 
The ILO principally funded the survey as part of its Statistical Information and 
Monitoring Program on Child Labour (SIMPOC). 
  
  



  

    
This stand-alone Child Labour Survey was a household-based survey, where only 
conventional households were the sampling units. Hence, children who do not live in the 
households such as street children and children in institutions were excluded. The 
questionnaire for this child labour survey consisted of three Forms. Form I was used to 
obtain information on the socio-economic and demographic composition of household 
members and specific questions about households and housing particulars.  Form II was 
used to obtain information on children aged 5-17 years on their schooling and non-
schooling activities, including working conditions and related matters. The questions in 
this Form were addressed to the children's parents, guardians or heads of household. 
Form III of the survey questionnaire which is similar in its content to the second part but 
which refers to children aged 10-17 years was addressed to the children themselves.  
  
In conclusion, the survey results presented in this report did not cover the situation of street 
children and may not show the situation of working children at specific work places, like in 
plantations, industries... etc. The result of this household-based survey is expected to be 
supplemented in the future by micro-level surveys to be administered at the level of 
employers/establishments selected through a sample, and also covering street children using 
appropriate survey instruments and data collection methods. 
  

11..22  OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSUURRVVEEYY  

  
TThhee  22000011  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  wwaass  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ddaattaa  
oonn  cchhiillddrreenn''ss  aaccttiivviittiieess  ffooccuussiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ssttaattuuss  ooff  sscchhoooolliinngg,,  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  
aaccttiivviittiieess..  SSppeecciiffiiccaallllyy,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  wwaass  aaiimmeedd  aatt  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ddaattaa  tthhaatt  wwiillll  hheellpp  ttoo::  
  

••  LLeeaarrnn  tthhee  ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc  aanndd  ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoommiicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn::  aaggee,,  sseexx,,  
lliitteerraaccyy  ssttaattuuss  lleevveellss  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg,,  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss,,  sskkiillll--lleevveellss,,  hhoouurrss  ooff  wwoorrkk,,  
eeaarrnniinnggss  aanndd  ootthheerr  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  lliivviinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss;;  

••  AAsssseessss  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  oonn  tthheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  hheeaalltthh,,  
pphhyyssiiccaall  aanndd  mmeennttaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt;;  

••  EExxaammiinnee  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  sseeccttoorrss  tthhaatt  eemmppllooyy  mmoosstt  cchhiillddrreenn;;  
••  SSttuuddyy  tthhee  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeettwweeeenn  hhoouusseehhoollddss;;  
••  IIddeennttiiffyy  wwhheerree  aanndd  hhooww  lloonngg  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  lleeaadd  

cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oorr  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  ppuutt  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  wwoorrkk;;  
••  AAsssseessss  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  wweellffaarree  ssttaattuuss  ooff  wwoorrkkiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn;;  
••  GGeenneerraattee  ddaattaa  oonn  cchhiilldd  aaffffaaiirrss  ffoorr  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  aanndd  ppoolliiccyy  ffoorrmmuullaattiioonn..  

  



  

  
11..33  CCOONNTTEENNTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSUURRVVEEYY  
  
AAtt  tthhee  iinncceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  ddeessiiggnn,,  tthhee  IILLOO  hhaass  pprroovviiddeedd  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  SSttaattiissttiiccaall  AAuutthhoorriittyy  
((CCSSAA))  aa  ddrraafftt  mmoodduullee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  tthhaatt  wwaass  tteesstteedd  aanndd  aapppplliieedd  iinn  ootthheerr  AAffrriiccaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  ttoo  bbee  
uusseedd  aass  aa  bbaassee  aanndd  ttoo  ddeecciiddee  oonn  tthhee  ccoonntteenntt  aanndd  ffoorrmmaatt  ooff  tthhee  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  
LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy..  TThhee  IILLOO''ss  mmoodduullee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  wwaass  tthheenn  rreeddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  
ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  iinn  cclloossee  ccoonnssuullttaattiioonn  wwiitthh  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss  
((MMOOLLSSAA))  aanndd  tthhee  IILLOO  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ssaattiissffyy  tthhee  ddaattaa  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  
ffeeaassiibbiilliittyy  iinn  tthhee  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooppeerraattiioonnss..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  mmooddiiffiieedd  
iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  ffoorrmmss,,  wwhheerree  FFoorrmm--II  ooff  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  tthhaatt  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc  aanndd  ssoocciioo--
eeccoonnoommiicc  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwaass  aaddmmiinniisstteerreedd  ttoo  eeaacchh  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  sseelleecctteedd  
hhoouusseehhoollddss..  FFoorrmm--IIII  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  tthhee  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn    wwaass  ccoolllleecctteedd  bbyy  iinntteerrvviieewweedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaarreennttss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwhhiillee  
FFoorrmm--IIIIII  wwaass  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  1100--1177  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  tthheemmsseellvveess  ggiivvee  tthhee  
rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss..  
  
IInn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  ddeessiiggnniinngg  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree,,  aa  ppiilloott  ssuurrvveeyy  wwaass  ccoonndduucctteedd  wwhheerree  tthhee  
qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssuurrvveeyy  iinnssttrruummeennttss  wweerree  tteesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd  aanndd  aammeennddeedd  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy..  
FFuurrtthheerrmmoorree,,  aa  hhaallff  ddaayy  uusseerr--pprroodduucceerr  ffoorruumm  wwaass  pprreeppaarreedd  tthhaatt  iinnvvoollvveedd  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  
LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss,,  ootthheerr  ccoonncceerrnneedd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aaggeenncciieess,,  tthhee  IILLOO  AArreeaa  OOffffiiccee  iinn  
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  aanndd  NNGGOO''ss  tthhaatt  aarree  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  cchhiilldd  iissssuueess..  CCoommmmeennttss  aanndd  iinnppuuttss  oonn  tthhee  ddrraafftt  
ccoonntteenntt  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ffrroomm  tthhee  uusseerrss  aassppeecctt  wweerree  oobbttaaiinneedd  aanndd  aarree  uusseedd  aass  iinnppuuttss  
iinn  ffiinnaalliizziinngg  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree..    
  
BBrriieeffllyy  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  vvaarriiaabblleess  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  TThhrreeee  FFoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  aarree  pprreesseenntteedd  
bbeellooww..  
 
Form –I:     Area Identification of the Selected Household and Socio-demographic  

Characteristics of Household Members 

  
SSeeccttiioonn  11::  AArreeaa  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  sseelleecctteedd  

hhoouusseehhoolldd..  
Section 2: Particulars of respondents and household members, that is, socio-demographic 

characteristics of the population like age, sex, religion, ethnicity, schooling and 
training and marital status. 



  

Section 3: Economic activities of the population aged 5 years and over during the last seven 
days; this section identifies working and non-working population and reason for not 
working, number of hours worked, amount and source of earnings of children as 
well as other members of household. 

 
Section 4: Economic activities of population aged 10 years and over during the last twelve 

months. 
Section 5: Household section of the questionnaire that deals with housing conditions, housing 

facilities and household income and expenditure.  

  
FFoorrmm  ––  IIII          EEccoonnoommiicc  AAccttiivviittyy  SSttaattuuss  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  

AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  --  ttoo  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  

PPaarreennttss,,  GGuuaarrddiiaannss  oorr  HHeeaaddss  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  
  
SSeeccttiioonn  66::  MMoovveemmeenntt  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeettwweeeenn  hhoouusseehhoollddss;;    
SSeeccttiioonn  77::  SScchhoooolliinngg  aanndd  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  ddrrooppoouuttss;;    
SSeeccttiioonn  88::  DDoommeessttiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  wwiitthhoouutt  ppaayymmeenntt  aanndd  iiddlleenneessss;;    

Section 9: Health and welfare situations of children who have been working at any 
time in the past; 

Section 10: Conditions of employment of children who are working for a non-
relative person for    
   pay; 

Section 11: Perception of parents of those children that are engaged in economic 
activity about the  

        children's economic activity.   
  



  

FFoorrmm--IIIIII        EEccoonnoommiicc  AAccttiivviittyy  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  AAggeedd  
1100--1177  YYeeaarrss  --  ttoo  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  

tthheemmsseellvveess  
    

Section 12: Consists of schooling and reason for dropouts, current economic activity, 
reason for idleness, occupational health, relationship to employer, amount and 
type of earnings, job satisfaction and reason for not being satisfied and other 
opinion questions. Most of the questions included in Form-II were also 
incorporated in Form-III.  

    
IInn  aallll  tthhee  tthhrreeee--ffoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess,,  mmoosstt  qquueessttiioonnss  wweerree  ddeessiiggnneedd  wwiitthh  pprree--
ccooddeedd  aannsswweerrss..  RReeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  ffoorrmmaatt  ooff  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess,,  tthheeyy  aarree  pprreeppaarreedd  iinn  ttwwoo  ddiiffffeerreenntt  
ffoorrmmaattss,,  wwhheerree  FFoorrmm--II  wwaass  pprreeppaarreedd  iinn  sscchheedduullee  ffoorrmmaatt  wwhhiillee  FFoorrmm--IIII  aanndd  FFoorrmm--IIIIII  iinn  
vveerrbbaattiimm  ffoorrmmaatt..      AAllll  tthhee  TThhrreeee  FFoorrmmss  iinn  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  wweerree  pprreeppaarreedd  
iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  wwoorrkkiinngg  llaanngguuaaggee,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  tthhee  AAmmhhaarriicc  llaanngguuaaggee..  FFuurrtthheerrmmoorree,,  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  
vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  iiss  aattttaacchheedd  iinn  AAnnnneexx  CC..    



  

CHAPTER 2 
 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
  
2.1      INTRODUCTION  
  
 In this chapter the sampling methodology used for the survey, including sample design, 
sampling frame, sample size, and selection scheme will be discussed.  Also discussed are field 
operation activities (field organization and training of field staff), data processing and concepts 
and definitions of key variables. 
 
22..22  SSAAMMPPLLEE  DDEESSIIGGNN  
  
TThhee  22000011  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  NNaattiioonnaall  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  ooff  EEtthhiiooppiiaa  ccoovveerreedd  bbootthh  rruurraall  aanndd  uurrbbaann  
ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  HHoowweevveerr,,  iitt  hhaass  nnoott  ccoovveerreedd  nnoonn--sseeddeennttaarryy  aarreeaass  ooff  ttwwoo  zzoonneess  ooff  tthhee  AAffffaarr  
RReeggiioonn  aanndd  ssiixx  zzoonneess  ooff  tthhee  SSoommaallii  RReeggiioonn..    RReessiiddeennttss  ooff  ccoolllleeccttiivvee  qquuaarrtteerrss,,  hhoommeelleessss  aanndd  
ffoorreeiiggnneerrss  wweerree  nnoott  ccoovveerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    FFoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy,,  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  
ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  mmaajjoorr  ccaatteeggoorriieess  nnaammeellyy,,  rruurraall,,  mmaajjoorr  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss  aanndd  ootthheerr  
uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss..  
    
CCaatteeggoorryy  II::  RRuurraall  ppaarrttss  ooff  eeaacchh  rreeggiioonnaall  ssttaattee  wweerree  ggrroouuppeedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy..    EEaacchh  ooff  tthhee  

rreeggiioonnss  wwaass  aa  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveell::  tthhuuss,,  tthheerree  aarree  1111  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveellss  iinn  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy..    
TThhee  lliisstt  ooff  tthhee  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveellss  iiss  sshhoowwnn  iinn  TTaabbllee  22..11..  

  
CCaatteeggoorryy  IIII::  MMaajjoorr  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss  wweerree  ggrroouuppeedd  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy..    TThhee  lliisstt  ooff  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss  

iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy  ((ddoommaaiinn  ooff  ssttuuddyy))  iiss  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  TTaabbllee  22..22..  EEaacchh  ooff  tthheemm  
wweerree  uusseedd  aass  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  ddoommaaiinnss  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuullttss  wweerree  rreeppoorrtteedd,,  hheennccee,,  
tthhee  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveellss  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy  aarree  ttoottaallllyy  1111  mmaajjoorr  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss,,  nnaammeellyy,,  
MMeekkeellee,,  GGoonnddeerr,,  DDeessssiiee,,  BBaahhiirr  DDaarr,,  NNaazzrreetthh,,  DDeebbrree  ZZeeiitt,,  JJiimmmmaa,,  AAwwaassssaa,,  HHaarraarr,,  
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  aanndd  DDiirreeDDaawwaa..  

  
CCaatteeggoorryy  IIIIII::  OOtthheerr  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  ccaatteeggoorryy  IIII,,  wweerree  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  

tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy..    EExxcceepptt  ffoorr  HHaarraarrii  RReeggiioonn,,  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  aanndd  DDiirree  DDaawwaa  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss,,  eeaacchh  rreeggiioonn  wwaass  sseerrvviinngg  aass  aa  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveell  iinnddeeppeennddeennttllyy  bbyy  tthheeiirr  
rreessppeeccttiivvee  rreeggiioonnaall  ssttaatteess..  AAss  wwee  ccaann  sseeee  ffrroomm  TTaabbllee  22..33  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy  hhaass  88  
rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveellss..  

  
In addition to the above domains of study, the survey results were also reported at regional and 
country levels by aggregating the survey results from the corresponding domains. All in all 48 



  

basic survey domains (reporting levels) including urban part of each regional state, total (urban 
+ rural) part of each region, country level urban, country level rural and country level total 
were defined for the survey. 
  
22..33  SSAAMMPPLLIINNGG  FFRRAAMMEE  
  
The Enumeration Area (EA) delineated for the 1994 Population and Housing Census of 
Ethiopia was used as a sampling frame for the selection of Primary Sampling Units (PSU). The 
sampling frame used for the selection of ultimate sampling units (households) was a fresh list 
of households, which was prepared by the enumerator in the sampled EA at the time of the 
survey. 
  
22..44  SSAAMMPPLLEE  SSIIZZEE,,  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  SSCCHHEEMMEE  AANNDD  RREESSPPOONNSSEE  RRAATTEE  
  
AA  ssaammppllee  ssiizzee  ooff  11,,225577  EEAAss  wwaass  ffiixxeedd  bbaasseedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  pprreecciissiioonn  lleevveell  aanndd  aavvaaiillaabbllee  
rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    TThhee  11999999  NNaattiioonnaall  LLaabboorr  FFoorrccee  SSuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt  wwaass  uusseedd  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  
tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssaammppllee  hhoouusseehhoollddss  ppeerr  PPSSUU//EEAA..    FFoorr  tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy,,  iitt  wwaass  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  
aabboouutt  3355  hhoouusseehhoollddss  ppeerr  EEAA  wwoouulldd  ggiivvee  ffaaiirr  aanndd  rreeaassoonnaabbllee  eessttiimmaatteess  aatt  aa  rreeqquuiirreedd  rreeppoorrttiinngg  
lleevveell  ffoorr  tthhee  vvaarriiaabblleess  uunnddeerr  ssttuuddyy..  
    
IInn  ccaatteeggoorryy  IIII,,  aanndd  II  ssttrraattiiffiieedd  ttwwoo--ssttaaggee  cclluusstteerr  ssaammpplliinngg  wwaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  uullttiimmaattee  
ssaammpplliinngg  uunniittss..    TThhee  PPrriimmaarryy  SSaammpplliinngg  UUnniittss  ((PPSSUUss))  aarree  EEAAss  aanndd  sseeccoonnddaarryy  ssaammpplliinngg  uunniittss  
aarree  hhoouusseehhoollddss..  IInn  ccaatteeggoorryy  IIIIII  ssttrraattiiffiieedd  tthhrreeee--ssttaaggee  cclluusstteerr  ssaammpplliinngg  wwaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  sseelleeccttiioonn  
ooff  uullttiimmaattee  ssaammpplliinngg  uunniittss..    IInn  tthhiiss  ccaatteeggoorryy  tthhee  PPSSUUss  aarree  ttoowwnnss,,  tthhee  SSeeccoonnddaarryy  SSaammpplliinngg  UUnniittss  
((SSSSUUss))  aarree  EEAAss  aanndd  tthhee  tteerrttiiaarryy  ssaammpplliinngg  uunniittss  aarree  hhoouusseehhoollddss..  TThhee  pprroobbaabbiilliittyy  pprrooppoorrttiioonnaall  ttoo  
ssiizzee  ((PPPPSS))  ssyysstteemmaattiicc  ssaammpplliinngg,,  ssiizzee  bbeeiinngg  ttoottaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  11999944  
ppooppuullaattiioonn  aanndd  hhoouussiinngg  cceennssuuss,,  wwaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  ttoowwnnss  aanndd  EEAAss..  
  
From category I a total of 723 EAs, from category II a total of 305 EAs and from 
category III a total of 229 EAs were selected.  After generating a fresh listing of 
households within each sample EA at the beginning of the field work the survey 
questionnaire was administered to 35 systematically selected households, for rural and 
both categories of the urban domains.  Based on the results of the survey, coverage rate of 
sample EAs was 100 percent and response rate of sampled households was 99.1 percent. 
For details on the sampled households and the response rate for each reporting domain 
see tables 2.1 to 2.3. 
 



  

              TTaabbllee  22..11        CCoovveerraaggee  aanndd  RReessppoonnssee  RRaattee  --  
RRuurraall  DDoommaaiinn  

EEAAss  HHoouusseehhoollddss  RReeggiioonn  RReeppoorrttiinngg  

ddoommaaiinn  PPllaannnnee

dd  

CCoovveerreedd  PPllaannnneedd  CCoovveerreedd  

RReessppoonnssee  

rraattee  

TTiiggrraayy          TTiiggrraayy--RRuurraall  4477                  4477  11,,664455  11,,664411  99.8

AAffffaarr  AAffffaarr--RRuurraall  3333                  3333  11,,115555  11,,110077  9955..88  

AAmmhhaarraa  AAmmhhaarraa--RRuurraall  114455              114455  55,,007755  55,,006611  9999..77  

OOrroommiiyyaa  OOrroommiiyyaa--RRuurraall  115522              115522  55,,332200  55,,331122  9999..88  

SSoommaallii  SSoommaallii--RRuurraall  3311                  3300  11,,008855  11,,003377  9955..66  

BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    

GGuummuuzz  

BBeenniisshhaanngguull--

GGuummuuzz--            RRuurraall  

  

4444  

  

4444  

  

11,,554400  

  

11,,553355  

  

9999..77  

SSNNNNPP  SSNNNNPP--RRuurraall  115566            115566  55,,446600  55,,444477  9999..88  

GGaammbbeellllaa  GGaammbbeellllaa--RRuurraall  3300              3300  11,,005500  11,,003377  9988..88  

HHaarraarrii  HHaarraarrii--RRuurraall  3300              3300  11,,005500  11,,004433  9999..33  

AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  Addis Ababa-

Rural 

2255              2255  887755  887722  9999..77  

DDiirree  DDaawwaa  DDiirree  DDaawwaa--RRuurraall  3300              3300  11,,005500  11,,004477  9999..77  

TToottaall  772233          772222  2255,,330055  2255113399  9999..33  

  

            
                  TTaabbllee  22..22      CCoovveerraaggee  aanndd  RReessppoonnssee  RRaattee  --  MMaajjoorr  
UUrrbbaann  DDoommaaiinn  

EEAAss  HHoouusseehhoollddss    

RReeggiioonn  

RReeppoorrttiinngg  

ddoommaaiinn  PPllaannnnee

dd  

CCoovveerree

dd  

PPllaannnneedd  CCoovveerreedd  RReessppoonnssee  rraattee  

TTiiggrraayy  MMeekkeellee  2233  2233  880055  779977  9999..00  

AAmmhhaarraa  GGoonnddeerr  2233  2233  880055  779999  9999..33  

  DDeessssiiee  2233  2233  880055  779911  9988..33  

  BBaahhiirr  DDaarr  2233  2233  880055  779966  9988..99  

OOrroommiiyyaa  NNaazzrreetthh  2233  2233  880055  778833  9977..33  

  DDeebbrree  ZZeeiitt  2233  2233  880055  779977  9999..00  

  JJiimmmmaa  2233  2233  880055  880000  9999..44  



  

SSNNNNPP  AAwwaassssaa  2233  2233  880055  779900  9988..11  

HHaarraarrii  HHaarraarr  2233  2233  880055  779933  9988..55  

AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  7755  7755  22,,662255  22,,559988  9999..00  

DDiirree  DDaawwaa  DDiirree  DDaawwaa  2233  2233  880055  778866  9977..66  

TToottaall  330055  330055  1100,,667755  1100,,553300  9988..66  

 
 
Table 2.3 Coverage and Response Rate - Other Urban Domain 
  

EEAAss  HHoouusseehhoollddss    

RReeggiioonn  

RReeppoorrttiinngg  

  ddoommaaiinn  PPllaannnnee

dd  

CCoovveerreedd  PPllaannnneedd  CCoovveerr

eedd  

RReessppoonnssee  

rraattee  

TTiiggrraayy  TTiiggrraayy  OOtthheerr  UUrrbbaann  CCeenntteerrss  20 20 770000  669977  9999..66  

AAffffaarr  AAffffaarr  UUrrbbaann    2255  2255  887755  886600  9988..33  

AAmmhhaarraa  AAmmhhaarraa  OOtthheerr  UUrrbbaann  CCeenntteerrss  3311  3311  11,,008855  11,,007755  9999..11  

OOrroommiiyyaa  OOrroommiiyyaa  OOtthheerr  UUrrbbaann  CCeenntteerrss    5500  5500  11,,775500  11,,772299  9988..88  

SSoommaallii  SSoommaallii  UUrrbbaann    3300  3300  11,,005500  11004455  9999..55  

BBeenniisshhaannuull--    

    GGuummuuzz  

BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz  UUrrbbaann    2244  2244  884400  883344  9999..33  

SSNNNNPP  SSNNNNPP  OOtthheerr  UUrrbbaann  CCeenntteerrss    2255  2255  887755  886677  9999..11  

GGaammbbeellllaa  GGaammbbeellllaa  UUrrbbaann    2244  2244  884400  882255  9988..22  

  TToottaall            222299            222299  88,,001155  77,,993322  9999..00  

 
22..55  FFIIEELLDD  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  
  
AAllll  tthhee  2222  BBrraanncchh  SSttaattiissttiiccaall  OOffffiicceess  ooff  tthhee  CCSSAA  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg,,  
eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  oorrggaanniizziinngg  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ssttaaggee  ttrraaiinniinngg,,  iinn  ddeeppllooyyiinngg  ffiieelldd  ssttaaffff  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rreessppeeccttiivvee  
ssiitteess  ooff  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt,,  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooppeerraattiioonnss,,  ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn  aanndd  ccoonnttrrooll,,  rreettrriieevviinngg  ccoommpplleetteedd  
qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess  aanndd  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooffffiiccee  ffoorr  ddaattaa  pprroocceessssiinngg..    TThheeyy  wweerree  aallssoo  
rreessppoonnssiibbllee  iinn  aaddmmiinniisstteerriinngg  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall  aanndd  llooggiissttiicc  aassppeecctt  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  aarreeaass  ooff  
tthheeiirr  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt..    DDuurriinngg  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn,,  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  11,,332222  eennuummeerraattoorrss  aanndd  330033  ffiieelldd  
ssuuppeerrvviissoorrss  wweerree  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  aann  aavveerraaggee  ssuuppeerrvviissoorr--eennuummeerraattoorr  rraattiioo  ooff  11::55..    TToo  aaccccoommpplliisshh  
tthhee  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooppeerraattiioonn,,  aallll  tthhee  eennuummeerraattoorrss  wweerree  ssuupppplliieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  ssuurrvveeyy  
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  aatt  tthhee  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg..    TToo  aassssiisstt  tthhee  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  
ddeeppllooyymmeenntt,,  ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn,,  aanndd  rreettrriieevvaall  ooff  ccoommpplleetteedd  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirreess,,  112233  ffoouurr--wwhheeeell  ddrriivvee  
vveehhiicclleess  wweerree  uusseedd..  TTaabbllee  22..44  sshhoowwss  tthhee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffiilleedd  ssttaaffff  aanndd  vveehhiicclleess  bbyy  BBrraanncchh  
SSttaattiissttiiccaall  OOffffiicceess..  
  
  



  

  

  

TTaabbllee  22..44  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  FFiieelldd  SSttaaffff  aanndd  VVeehhiicclleess  
bbyy  BBrraanncchh  SSttaattiissttiiccaall  OOffffiicceess  

  NNuummbbeerr  ooff  
BBrraanncchh  OOffffiiccee  EEnnuummeerraattoorrss  SSuuppeerrvviissoorrss  VVeehhiicclleess  
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  110099  2233  44  
AAmmbboo  3355  88  55  
AArrbbaa  MMiinncchh  6600  1144  88  
AAssaayyiittaa  4444  1100  55  
AAsseebbee  TTeeffeerrii  2255  66  44  
AAssoossssaa  5522  1122  66  
AAwwaassssaa  110022  2244  88  
DDeebbrree  BBiirrhhaann  5522  1133  55  
BBaahhiirr  DDaarr  110022  2233  88  
DDeessssiiee  8800  1188  77  
DDiirree  DDaawwaa  6633  1155  33  
GGaammbbeellllaa  5577  1133  55  
GGoobbaa  1199  55  44  
GGoonnddaarr  6677  1155  66  
HHaarraarr  6666  1155  44  
HHoossaaeennaa  4444  1111  77  
MMeekkeellee  9900  2200  77  
MMiizzaann  TTeeffeerrii  28 77  66  
NNaazzrreetthh  8866  1188  44  
NNeekkeemmttee  3322  88  66  
JJiimmmmaa  6655  1155  77  
JJiijjiiggaa  4444  1100  44  
  TToottaall  11,,332222  330033  112233  
  
  
  
22..66  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  OOFF  FFIIEELLDD  SSTTAAFFFF  
  
The field staff-training program was carried out in two stages.  The first-stage trainees 
were composed of statisticians from Head Office, and Branch Statistical Offices, and 
some selected senior field supervisors.  The training was given for one week at the CSA’s 
headquarters in Addis Ababa.  Many of these personnel trained in the first-stage, 
conducted similar training for field supervisors and enumerators for about two weeks in 
the 22 Branch Statistical Offices that are located all over the country.  During this 
second-stage training, the field staff were given detailed classroom instruction on the 
objectives and uses of the survey, concepts and definitions of terms used, interviewing 



  

procedures, how to fill questionnaires, ...etc.  The enumerators’ training also included a 
field practice to reinforce the classroom training.  
  
  
  
22..77  DDAATTAA  PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG  
  
The filled-in questionnaires that were retrieved from the field were first subjected to 
manual editing and coding.  All the edited and coded questionnaires were again fully 
verified and checked for consistency before they were submitted to the data entry section.  
After the data was entered, it was again verified using the computer. Using the computer 
edit specification prepared earlier for this purpose, the entered data were checked for 
consistencies and then computer editing or data cleaning was made by referring back to 
the filled-in questionnaire.  This was an important part of data processing operation in 
attaining the required level of data quality.  
  
Consistency checks and rechecks were also made based on tabulation results.  This was done 
by senior programmers using Integrated Microcomputer Processing System (IMPS) software 
in collaboration with relevant senior staff of the CSA. 
    
22..88  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  AANNDD  DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONNSS  OOFF  KKEEYY  VVAARRIIAABBLLEESS  
  
EEnnuummeerraattiioonn  AArreeaa  ((EEAA))::  iiss  aa  uunniitt  ooff  llaanndd  ddeelliinneeaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  eennuummeerraattiinngg  
ppooppuullaattiioonn  aanndd  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  wwiitthhoouutt  oommiissssiioonn  aanndd  dduupplliiccaattiioonn..    AAnn  EEAA  iinn  rruurraall  aarreeaass  uussuuaallllyy  
ccoonnssiissttss  ooff  115500--220000  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd  aann  EEAA  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  115500--
220000  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss..  
  
HHoouusseehhoolldd::    CCoonnssiissttss  ooff  aa  ppeerrssoonn  oorr  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss,,  iirrrreessppeeccttiivvee  ooff  wwhheetthheerr  rreellaatteedd  oorr  nnoott,,  
wwhhoo  nnoorrmmaallllyy  lliivvee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  oorr  ggrroouupp  ooff  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  aanndd  hhaavvee  
ccoommmmoonn  ccooookkiinngg  aanndd  eeaattiinngg  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss..  
  
HHeeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd::  iiss  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy  ssuuppppoorrttss  oorr  mmaannaaggeess  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  oorr  ffoorr  
ssoommee  rreeaassoonn  ooff  aaggee  oorr  rreessppeecctt  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  hheeaadd  bbyy  tthhee  ootthheerr  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd..  IItt  
ccoouulldd  bbee  aa  mmaallee  oorr  aa  ffeemmaallee..  
  
UUssuuaall  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  aa  hhoouusseehhoolldd::  iiss  aa  ppeerrssoonn  ccoonnssttiittuuttiinngg  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  uussuuaall  mmeemmbbeerrss  aa  
hhoouusseehhoolldd..    TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  uussuuaall  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  aa  hhoouusseehhoolldd::  
  



  

aa))  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  ccoonnttiinnuuoouussllyy,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  ffoorr  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  lliivvee  aanndd  hhaavvee  aa  ccoommmmoonn  
ccooookkiinngg  aanndd  eeaattiinngg  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd;;  oorr  

bb))  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  iiss  aabbsseenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  bbuutt  hhiiss  aabbsseennccee  hhaass  
nnoott  eellaappsseedd  tthhee  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  ccrriitteerriioonn;;  oorr  

cc))  hhoouusseemmaaiiddss,,  gguuaarrddss,,  bbaabbyy  ssiitttteerrss,,  eettcc……wwiitthh  nnoo  ootthheerr  ddwweelllliinngg  aanndd  wwhhoo  wweerree  ssttaayyiinngg  
wwiitthh    

          tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    
  
DDrrooppoouutt::    AA  cchhiilldd  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  ddrrooppoouutt  iiff  hhee//sshhee  wwaass  rreeggiisstteerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  
yyeeaarr  ((dduurriinngg  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  yyeeaarr))  bbuutt  ffoorr  ssoommee  rreeaassoonn  qquuiitttteedd  sscchhooooll..  
  
AAtttteennddeedd  bbeeffoorree::    AA  cchhiilldd  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aatttteennddeedd  sscchhooooll  bbeeffoorree,,  iiff  hhee//sshhee  uusseedd  ttoo  bbee  aatttteennddiinngg  
sscchhooooll  dduurriinngg  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarrss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  yyeeaarr  ((ccuurrrreenntt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr))  bbuutt  
nnoott  aatttteennddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr..  
  
NNeevveerr  aatttteennddeedd::    aarree  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  nneeiitthheerr  aatttteennddeedd  sscchhooooll  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  nnoorr  dduurriinngg  tthhee  
ssuurrvveeyy  yyeeaarr..  
  
AAbbsseenntt  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll  llaasstt  wweeeekk  ffoorr  tthhee  ttiimmee  bbeeiinngg::    aarree  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aatttteennddiinngg  
sscchhooooll  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr  bbuutt  wweerree  aabbsseenntt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  sseevveenn  ddaayyss  ffoorr  ssoommee  
rreeaassoonn  aanndd  aarree  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  tthheerreeaafftteerr..  
  
IIddllee::    AA  cchhiilldd  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  iiddllee  iiff  hhee//sshhee  nneeiitthheerr  aatttteennddss  sscchhooooll  ((ttrraaiinniinngg  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn)),,  nnoorr  
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eeccoonnoommiicc  oorr  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  oorr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  cchhoorreess  
iinn  oowwnn  ppaarreennttss,,  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss’’  oorr  ppaarreenntt''ss  ssppoouussee  hhoommee))  dduurriinngg  llaasstt  wweeeekk..  
  
IInnjjuurryy//  IIllllnneessss::  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  ccaatteeggoorriieess  ssyynncchhrroonniizzeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ssyysstteemm  ooff  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  
LLaabboouurr  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  AAffffaaiirrss..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  aa  cchhiilldd  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  bbee  iinnjjuurreedd  oorr  iillll  iiff::  

aa))    tthhee  iinnjjuurryy  oorr  iillllnneessss  iiss  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  hhee//sshhee  ddooeess  oorr  tthhee  iinnjjuurryy//iillllnneessss  
ooccccuurrss  aatt  hhiiss  wwoorrkk  ppllaaccee  aanndd  

  
bb))    tthhee  ppaaiinn  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  iinnjjuurryy//iillllnneessss  rreemmaaiinnss  ffeelltt  ffoorr  aatt  lleeaasstt  aa  ddaayy  oorr  tthhee  cchhiilldd  iiss  

uunnaabbllee  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  wwoorrkk  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  iinnjjuurryy//iillllnneessss..  
  
PPrrootteeccttiivvee  wweeaarrss::  aarree  kkiinnddss  ooff  wweeaarrss  tthhaatt  aarree  uusseedd  bbyy  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess  
iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  mmiinniimmiizzee  aanndd  aavvooiidd  tthhee  rriisskk  ooff  iinnjjuurryy//iillllnneessss..  
  
HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  AAccttiivviittiieess//HHoouusseehhoolldd  cchhoorreess::  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall  sseerrvviicceess  ooff  aa  ddoommeessttiicc  nnaattuurree  
pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  uunnppaaiidd  hhoouusseehhoolldd  cchhiilldd  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppaarreennttss,,  oorr  ggrraannddppaarreennttss//  gguuaarrddiiaannss  



  

oorr  ssppoouussee’’ss  hhoouusseehhoolldd,,  aanndd  aass  ssuucchh,,  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc..    HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess//  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  cchhoorreess  iinncclluuddee  pprreeppaarriinngg  aanndd  sseerrvviinngg  mmeeaallss,,  mmaakkiinngg,,  mmeennddiinngg,,  wwaasshhiinngg  aanndd  
pprreessssiinngg  ccllootthheess;;  sshhooppppiinngg,,  ccaarriinngg  ffoorr  ssiibblliinnggss  oorr  ssiicckk  aanndd  iinnffiirrmm  ppeerrssoonnss  iinn  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd;;  
cclleeaanniinngg  aanndd  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ddwweelllliinngg;;  uussiinngg,,  cclleeaanniinngg,,  sseerrvviinngg  aanndd  rreeppaaiirriinngg  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  dduurraabbllee;;  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd  mmeemmbbeerrss  oorr  tthheeiirr  ggoooodd..  
  
EEccoonnoommiicc  ((pprroodduuccttiivvee))  AAccttiivviittyy::  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  eeccoonnoommiicc  oorr    pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittyy  wwaass  ddeeffiinneedd  
iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt  ffaallll  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  SSyysstteemm  ooff  
NNaattiioonnaall  AAccccoouunnttss  ((SSNNAA))  pprroodduuccttiioonn  bboouunnddaarryy  ((IILLOO,,  11999900))..  HHeennccee,,  iinn  tthhee  22000011  CChhiilldd  LLaabboorr  
SSuurrvveeyy,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittyy  oorr  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittyy  iiss  ddeeffiinneedd  aass  aa  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  
pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ggooooddss  aanndd//oorr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  eexxcchhaannggee  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  pprroodduuccttss  ffoorr  
oowwnn  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  aabboovvee  ggeenneerraall  ddeeffiinniittiioonn,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittyy  ccoovveerrss  
pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ggooooddss  aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  iinntteennddeedd  ffoorr  ssaallee  oonn  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett,,  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ootthheerr  ggooooddss  
aanndd  sseerrvviicceess  ssuucchh  aass  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aaccttiivviittiieess;;  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  pprroocceessssiinngg  ooff  pprriimmaarryy  pprroodduuccttss  
((aaggrriiccuullttuurree,,  hhuunnttiinngg,,  ffiisshhiinngg,,  ffoorreessttrryy  aanndd  llooggggiinngg;;  aanndd  mmiinniinngg  aanndd  qquuaarrrryyiinngg))  ffoorr  oowwnn  
ccoonnssuummppttiioonn,,  pprroocceessssiinngg  ooff  pprriimmaarryy  pprroodduuccttss  bbyy  tthhee  pprroodduucceerrss  tthheemmsseellvveess,,  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  ootthheerr  
ccoommmmooddiittiieess  wwhheerree  ppaarrtt  ooff  iitt  iiss  ssoolldd  oonn  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett;;  aanndd  oowwnn  aaccccoouunntt  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  aanndd  ffiixxeedd  
aasssseett  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ((eexxppeecctteedd  lliiffee  uussee  ooff  oonnee  yyeeaarr  oorr  mmoorree))..    SSuucchh  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  ccoouulldd  bbee  
ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  ffoorr  aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall,,  ffaammiillyy  oorr  pprriivvaattee  eenntteerrpprriissee,,  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  oorr  ppuubblliicc  
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn..    TThhee  rreemmuunneerraattiioonn  mmaayy  bbee  oonn  ddaaiillyy,,  wweeeekkllyy,,  mmoonntthhllyy,,  yyeeaarrllyy  oorr  ccoonnttrraacctt  bbaassiiss..    
  
WWoorrkkiinngg  CChhiillddrreenn::  TThhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ““wwoorrkkiinngg’’  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eeiitthheerr  eeccoonnoommiicc  oorr  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess..  
  

22..99  LLIIMMIITTAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSUURRVVEEYY  
  
This section presents some of the limitations of the survey, so that future data collection 
program may take due consideration to improve the situation and also help to inform users of 
the data during analysis and interpretation of the survey results.  Accordingly, the major ones 
are: 

 
aa))  TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  hhaass  aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ccaappttuurree  ddaattaa  oonn  iinnccoommee  aanndd  eexxppeennddiittuurree  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwaass  ccoolllleecctteedd  iinn  aaggggrreeggaattee  ((rreeppoorrtteedd  iinnccoommee  aanndd  eexxppeennddiittuurree  
vvaalluueess  wweerree  ppuutt  iinn  iinntteerrvvaallss))  ffoorrmm  aanndd  ccoouulldd  nnoott  ffiinndd  ddeettaaiilleedd  iinnccoommee  oorr  eexxppeennddiittuurree  
vvaalluueess  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rraaww  ddaattaa..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  iinnccoommee  ddaattaa  ffoorr  uurrbbaann  aanndd  rruurraall  aarreeaass  wwaass  
ccoolllleecctteedd  uussiinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttiimmee  ppeerriiooddss,,  nnaammeellyy  ppeerr  mmoonntthh  aanndd  ppeerr  yyeeaarr,,  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy..  



  

TThhuuss,,  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoolllleecctteedd  oonn  iinnccoommee  lleevveell  mmaayy  nnoott  lleenndd  iittsseellff  ffoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  
mmaanniippuullaattiioonn..  

  
bb))  MMaaiinnllyy  dduuee  ttoo  ccoosstt  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn,,  tthhee  mmiinniimmuumm  rreeppoorrttiinngg  lleevveell  ffoorr  tthhee  22000011  SSttaanndd--

aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  wwaass  sseett  aatt  tthhee  lleevveell  ooff  rreeggiioonn  aanndd  mmaajjoorr  ttoowwnnss  wwiitthh  aatt  lleeaasstt  
110000,,000000  ppooppuullaattiioonn..  TThheerreeffoorree,,  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt  ccaannnnoott  pprroodduuccee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aatt  zzoonnee  oorr  
lloowweerr  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  lleevveell..  

  
cc))  TThhee  22000011  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  iiss  aa  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ssuurrvveeyy  tthhaatt  uuttiilliizzeedd  aa  

hhoouusseehhoolldd  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aapppprrooaacchh..  HHeennccee,,  tthhee  aattttiittuuddee  ooff  eemmppllooyyeerrss  ttoowwaarrddss  cchhiilldd  
llaabboouurr  wwaass  nnoott  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinn  tthhee  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  pprroocceedduurree..  IInn  ssuucchh  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  
eemmppllooyyeerr''ss  aattttiittuuddee  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ttoowwaarrddss  cchhiillddrreenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  uunnddeerr  tthheemm  iiss  llaacckkiinngg..  
HHoowweevveerr,,  ssuucchh  ddaattaa  ccoouulldd  bbee  wweellll  ttrreeaatteedd  iinn  sseeppaarraattee  eenntteerrpprriissee  ssuurrvveeyy..  

  
dd))  TThhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  aallllooww  ttoo  ccoolllleecctt  ddaattaa  oonn  aattttiittuuddeess  ooff  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbooddiieess  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  cchhiilldd  llaabboouurr  aanndd  cchhiilldd  rriigghhtt  iissssuueess  
lliikkee  ppoolliiccee,,  jjuuddiicciiaarryy......  eettcc..  

  
ee))  TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  eexxcclluuddeess  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  rreessiiddee  aalloonngg  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  aanndd  hhoommeelleessss  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  

hhaavvee  nnoo  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  oorr  ffiixxeedd  ppllaaccee  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee..  SSuucchh  ddaattaa  ccoouulldd  bbee  ggeenneerraatteedd  tthhrroouugghh  
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  aanndd  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  ssuurrvveeyy..  

  
22..1100          LLEESSSSOONNSS  LLEEAARRNNTT  IINN  TTHHEE  PPRROOCCEESSSS  OOFF  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNNNAAIIRREE    

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  
  
Child labour is relatively new area of research and experience of countries regarding 
methodology and operation of data collection are not well documented. As indicated in 
Chapter I, The 2001 Stand Alone Child Labour Survey used the module questionnaire 
provided by the ILO. In the process of adaptation of the questionnaire to Ethiopian 
situation, important lessons were drawn on some issues. These include:  
 

aa))  TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ooff  tthhee  22000011  SSttaanndd--aalloonnee  CChhiilldd  LLaabboouurr  SSuurrvveeyy  wweerree  oorrggaanniizzeedd  
uunnddeerr  tthhrreeee  ffoorrmmss..    FFoorrmm--II  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  aallll  hhoouusseehhoolldd  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  
tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aannsswweerreedd  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree..  FFoorrmm  IIII  ccoolllleecctteedd  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  wweerree  aannsswweerreedd  
bbyy  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss..    FFoorrmm  IIIIII  wwaass  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  iinntteerrvviieeww  aallll  cchhiillddrreenn  
aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  sscchhoooolliinngg,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  aass  wweellll  aass  
tthheeiirr  aattttiittuuddee  aanndd  ppeerrcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccuurrrreenntt  aanndd  ffuuttuurree  lliiffee..  HHoowweevveerr,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ppiilloott  
ssttuuddyy,,  iitt  wwaass  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhaatt  cchhiillddrreenn  uunnddeerr  1100  yyeeaarrss  aarree  ttoooo  sshhyy  aanndd  hhaavvee  pprroobblleemmss  iinn  
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss..  MMoorreeoovveerr,,  tthheeiirr  rreessppoonnsseess  wweerree  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  iinnccoonnssiisstteenntt  



  

aanndd  iillllooggiiccaall..    TThhuuss,,  iitt  wwaass  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  lliimmiitt  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ooff  FFoorrmm--  IIIIII  oonnllyy  ttoo  tthhoossee  
cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  1100--1177  yyeeaarrss..  

  
bb))  IInntteerrvviieewwiinngg  hhoouusseehhoolldd  hheeaaddss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  iinn  FFoorrmm  IIII  aabboouutt  tthhee  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  

aassssuummeess  tthhaatt  tthhee  hheeaadd  oorr  tthhee  gguuaarrddiiaann  hhaadd  aa  ccoommpplleettee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  aallll  eelliiggiibbllee  
cchhiillddrreenn  lliivviinngg  wwiitthh  hhiimm..    HHoowweevveerr,,  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwhheenn  tthheerree  aarree  nnoonn--
rreellaattiivvee  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  iitt  wwaass  oobbsseerrvveedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  tthhee  hheeaadd  hhaadd  nnoo  ccoommpplleettee  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..    TThhuuss,,  iitt  wwaass  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  lleett  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinntteerrvveennee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  iinntteerrvviieeww  iinn  
ccaassee  ooff  hheeaaddss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  aarree  uunnaabbllee  oorr  hhaavvee  nnoo  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  tthhee  
qquueessttiioonnss  aasskkeedd..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  dduurriinngg  iinntteerrvviieewwiinngg  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  FFoorrmm  IIIIII,,  tthhee  
pprreesseennccee  oorr  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  ffaammiilliieess  wwaass  ffoouunndd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  nneeggaattiivvee  eeffffeecctt..    HHeennccee,,  
iinntteerrvviieewweerrss  wweerree  iinnssttrruucctteedd  ttoo  aavvooiidd  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ooff  FFoorrmm  IIIIII..    

  
cc))  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ppiilloott  ssuurrvveeyy,,  iitt  wwaass  nnoottiicceedd  iinn  mmoosstt  ccaasseess  wwhheerree  hhoouusseehhoolldd  hheeaaddss  tteenndd  ttoo  

ccoonnssiiddeerr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  nnoonn--rreellaattiivvee  cchhiillddrreenn  ssiimmppllyy  aass  nnoonn--eeccoonnoommiicc  wwhheenn  iinn  
ffaacctt  tthheerree  iiss  ssoommee  ppaayymmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg,,  llooddggiinngg  aanndd  ssoommeettiimmeess  ffoorr  
sscchhoooolliinngg..    AAss  lloonngg  aass  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  ddiidd  nnoott  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  gguuaarrddiiaann  ooff  tthhee  cchhiilldd,,  iinn  
tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy,,  nnoonn--rreellaattiivvee  aanndd  eevveenn  iinn  ssoommee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  ddiissttaannttllyy  rreellaatteedd  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  
aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aaccttiivviittiieess  wwiitthhoouutt  ccaasshh  ppaayymmeenntt  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  iiff  tthheeyy  
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  wwoorrkk..      

 

22..1111  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPOORRTT  

  
TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  iiss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ddaattaa  wwiitthh  ssuummmmaarryy  aanndd  ddeettaaiilleedd  ttaabblleess  ooff  tthhee  
ffiinnddiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    TThhee  ssuummmmaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  aarree  oorrggaanniizzeedd  iinnttoo  ffiivvee  cchhaapptteerrss  aanndd  tthhee  
ssttaattiissttiiccaall  ttaabblleess  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  oouuttppuuttss  aarree  pprreesseenntteedd  sseeppaarraatteellyy  iinn  AAnnnneexx  AA..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  cchhaapptteerr  
ccoonnssiissttss  ooff  tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd,,  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  aanndd  ccoonntteennttss  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..  CChhaapptteerr  IIII  ddeeaallss  wwiitthh  tthhee  
ssuurrvveeyy  mmeetthhooddoollooggyy,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  ooff  ffiieelldd  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ffiieelldd  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn,,  ddaattaa  pprroocceessssiinngg,,  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  
ccoonncceeppttss  aanndd  kkeeyy  vvaarriiaabblleess,,  lliimmiittaattiioonn  aanndd  lleessssoonn  lleeaarrnntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    TThhee  ssoocciioo--
ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  ttaarrggeett  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aarree  ssuummmmaarriizzeedd  iinn  CChhaapptteerr  IIIIII..    CChhaapptteerr  
IIVV  sshhoowwss  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssttaattuuss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  bbyy  aaccttiivviittyy  ssttaattuuss,,  ooccccuuppaattiioonn,,  iinndduussttrryy,,  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  
ssttaattuuss  aanndd  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  iiddlleenneessss..  FFiinnaallllyy,,  CChhaapptteerr  VV  eexxpplloorreess  tthhee  
ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  wwoorrkkiinngg  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  hhoouurrss  ooff  wwoorrkk,,  tteerrmmss  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt,,  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  
ffaammiillyy  iinnccoommee  aanndd  ssaavviinnggss,,  ffuuttuurree  ppllaann,,  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  eemmppllooyyeerr,,  iinncciiddeennccee  aanndd  sseerriioouussnneessss  
ooff  iinnjjuurryy,,  ttyyppee  ooff  ttrreeaattmmeenntt,,  uussee  ooff  pprrootteeccttiivvee  wweeaarr,,  jjoobb  ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn,,  aaggee  aatt  ssttaarrtt  ooff  wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  
eeffffeecctt  ooff  wwoorrkk  oonn  sscchhoooolliinngg..    
  



  

Annex B presents estimation procedure followed for this survey and the English Version 
of the survey questionnaire that was used for data collection is presented in Annex C. 
Finally, Annex D is devoted to present standard error (SD) and coefficient of variation. 



  

CHAPTER 3 
SSIIZZEE  AANNDD  SSOOCCIIOO--DDEEMMOOGGRRAAPPHHIICC  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERRIISSTTIICCSS    

OOFF  TTHHEE  PPOOPPUULLAATTIIOONN  
  
33..11  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  
  
This chapter presents a summary of the demographic and social characteristics of the 
general population and children aged 5-17 years as well as housing conditions for 
households covered in the survey. These topics are included to help the readers to 
interpret the results presented in the subsequent chapters in their proper context.  The 
socio-demographic information of the general population presented in this chapter 
includes age and sex distribution, education and marital status.   
TThhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr  ccoovveerr  hhoouussiinngg  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ssuucchh  aass  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  ppeerr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  aavveerraaggee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ssiizzee,,  ssoouurrccee  ooff  ddrriinnkkiinngg  wwaatteerr,,  tteennuurree  
ssttaattuuss  aanndd  ttyyppee  ooff  ffuueell  uusseedd  ffoorr  ccooookkiinngg..    
 
Background information of the target population (children aged 5-17 years) includes 
relationship to heads of households; movement to the present family and reason for 
moving, school attendance and grade completed, and reason for not attending school.  
  
  
33..22  SSIIZZEE  AANNDD  SSOOCCIIOO--DDEEMMOOGGRRAAPPHHIICC  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERRIISSTTIICCSS  OOFF  TTHHEE          
                          PPOOPPUULLAATTIIOONN  
  
The 2001 Child Labor Survey has collected some basic socio-demographic information 
from all members of households. Some of the information like age and sex were collected 
from every member of the selected households and a lower age limit has been set for some 
of the population characteristics like education, marital status and training.  Accordingly, 
training and marital status were asked for persons aged 10 years and over while 
education was asked for persons aged 5 years and over.  This section provides estimates 
of population and some of the socio-demographic characteristics.   

  
33..22..11  SSiizzee  aanndd  AAggee--SSeexx  SSttrruuccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  

PPooppuullaattiioonn    
  



  

The survey has counted persons residing in conventional households on dejure basis.  The 
dejure population comprises all persons who belonged to a given area at a given time by 
virtue of usual residence.  In this survey, a person is said to be a usual resident of a 
household if he or she  
has been residing in the household continuously for at least six months before the survey 
date or intends to reside in the household for six months or longer.   
  
The total survey population that covered the sedentary areas of the country was 
estimated to be 55,876,556 persons, of which 27,456,698 were males and 28,419,858 
females.  Estimates of the total and the regions population of the country are presented in 
Table 3.1. The national population estimate resulted from this survey falls within 
acceptable range when compared with the projected estimate of the year 2001 that was 
obtained from the Population and Housing Census of 1994. Further comparisons and 
consistency checks were made with the 1999 National Labour Force Survey population 
estimates.  After these exercises minor adjustments were made for Addis Ababa and Dire 
Dawa Administrations and Gambella Region that were underestimated by the survey. 
Furthermore, Affar and Somali regions as indicated in Chapter 2 were covered partially 
and thus the results presented in this report should not be interpreted to represent the 
whole regions. 

  

TTaabbllee  33..11  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  PPooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  RReeggiioonn,,  UUrrbbaann  aanndd  RRuurraall  AArreeaass  aanndd  SSeexx  RRaattiioo::  

22000011  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  
UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall    

RReeggiioonn  

NNoo..  %%  SSeexx  
rraattiioo  

NNoo..  %%  SSeexx  
rraattiioo  

NNoo..  %%  SSeexx  
rraattiioo  

  
PPrrooppoorrttiioonn

uurrbbaann  

  TTiiggrraayy  33,,555566,,996633  66..44  9922..66 555511,,220088 77..33 7744..22 33,,000055,,775555 66..22  9966..44  1155..55
  AAffffaarr**  221188,,003344  00..44  110022..44 7799,,772255 11..11 8899..99 113388,,330099 00..33  111100..33  3366..66

  AAmmhhaarraa  1144,,227766,,447733  2255..66  9977..77 11,,229999,,330011 1177..22 7799..88 1122,,997777,,117722 2266..99  9999..66  99..11

  OOrroommiiyyaa  2211,,663366,,008833  3388..77  9977..88 22,,115500,,007700 2288..55 8899..77 1199,,448866,,001133 4400..33  9988..77  99..99
  SSoommaallii****  661100,,884411  11..11  110022..33 225533,,663322 33..44 110033..66 335577,,220099 00..77  110011..44  4411..55
  BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
      GGuummuuzz  

  
557744,,114499  

  
11..00  9999..99 4499,,779922 00..77 9988..00 552244,,335577

  
11..11  

  
110000..11  88..77

  SSNNNNPP  1122,,443311,,221188  2222..22  9966..11 889955,,995588 1111..99 9966..99 1111,,553355,,226600 2233..99  9966..00  77..22
  GGaammbbeellllaa  115511,,221122  00..33  9977..11 4455,,335599 00..66 9977..11 110055,,885533 00..22  9977..11  3300..00
  HHaarraarrii    116611,,006600  00..33  9933..33 9900,,339988 11..22 9900..66 7700,,666622 00..11  9966..77  5566..11
  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  2200,,004466,,0044  33..66  8866..33 11,,996600,,338844 2266..00 8866..00 4444,,222200 00..11  110011..11  9977..88
  DDiirree  DDaawwaa    225555,,992200  00..55  8866..88 117777,,007722 22..33 8822..44 7788,,884488 00..22  9977..55  6699..22

  
CCoouunnttrryy    TToottaall  

  
5555,,887766,,555566  

  
110000..00  9966..66 77,,555522,,889988 110000..00 8866..99 4488,,332233,,665588

  
110000..00  

  
9988..22  1133..55

  



  

  **  CCoovveerrss  tthhee  sseeddeennttaarryy  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  ZZoonneess  11,,  33  aanndd  55  oonnllyy,,  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  ffiivvee  zzoonneess  iinn  tthhee  
RReeggiioonn..  
****  CCoovveerrss  tthhee  sseeddeennttaarryy  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  SShhiinniillee,,  JJiijjiiggaa  aanndd  LLiibbeenn  ZZoonneess  oonnllyy,,  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  ooff  
nniinnee  zzoonneess  ooff  tthhee    
        RReeggiioonn..  
 
 
 
In Table 3.1 the sex composition of the population using sex ratios for the total country, 
regions and urban and rural residence is presented.  Sex ratio is defined as the number of 
males per 100 females in a given population.  Sex ratio for the total and rural part of the 
country is close to 100, which is an indication of the balance between the two sexes as 
expected under normal condition.  But in the urban areas the sex ratio is found to be 
about 87, showing an excess of females over males.  Compared to the other regions 
slightly higher sex ratio was observed in Affar and Somali regions, that is, 102.4 and 
102.3, respectively.  Whereas, the lowest sex ratio is found in Addis Ababa and Dire 
Dawa Administrations, i.e., a sex ratio of 86.3 and 86.8, respectively. Table 3.1 further 
shows the proportion of the population residing in urban and rural areas. The survey 
revealed that about 14 percent of the total population of the country reside in urban 
areas. Accordingly, the survey result revealed that Addis Ababa Administration is the 
most urbanized (about 98 percent) and the least urbanized is the SNNP Region (about 7 
percent). Somali and Affar regions showed high proportion of urban population because 
the survey covered only sedentary areas and urban centers of some of the zones in these 
regions.   
  
TTaabbllee  33..22  sshhoowwss  tthhee  aaggee--sseexx  ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  55  yyeeaarrss  aaggee  ggrroouuppss  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  

RReepplliiccaattiinngg  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  eeaarrlliieerr  ssttuuddiieess,,  iinn  tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy  tthhee  aaggee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  iiss  cchhaarraacctteerriizzeedd  bbyy  

hhiigghh  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  yyoouunngg  ppeerrssoonnss  aanndd  llooww  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aaggeedd  ppeerrssoonnss..  TThhiiss  ppaatttteerrnn  ddeeppiiccttss  tthhee  

ttyyppiiccaall  aaggee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  ddeevveellooppiinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  hhiigghh  ffeerrttiilliittyy  aanndd  llooww  lliiffee  eexxppeeccttaannccyy..  IInn  

tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  tthhee  yyoouunngg  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  tthhoossee  aaggeedd  bbeellooww  ffiifftteeeenn  yyeeaarrss  mmaakkee  uupp  aabboouutt  4466  

ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  aanndd  tthhee  aaggeedd  ((6655  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr))  ccoonnssttiittuutteedd  oonnllyy  33..44  ppeerrcceenntt..  TThhee  

ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  ffiigguurreess  ffoorr  tthhee  rruurraall  aarreeaass  aarree  4477..44  ppeerrcceenntt  aanndd  33..44  ppeerrcceenntt,,  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy..      OOnn  tthhee  

ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  tthhee  ppaatttteerrnn,,  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  yyoouunngg  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iiss  sslliigghhttllyy  

ddiiffffeerreenntt,,  wwhheerree,,  aabboouutt  3366  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  yyoouunngg,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aaggeedd  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iiss  ((33..22  

ppeerrcceenntt))  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nneeaarrllyy  tthhee  ssaammee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rruurraall  aarreeaass..  

  
  



  

  
  
            
            TTaabbllee  33..22      PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  PPooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  AAggee  GGrroouupp,,  SSeexx,,  UUrrbbaann  aanndd  RRuurraall  AArreeaass::  22000011  

  
UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  AAggee  

GGrroouupp  
TToottaall  

MMaallee  
FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  

00--44  1188..77  1199..11 1188..33 1111..66 1122..66  1100..77 1199..88 2200..00 1199..66
55--99  1155..44  1155..99 1155..00 1111..44 1111..88  1111..00 1166..11 1166..55 1155..66
1100--1144  1111..77  1122..22 1111..22 1122..77 1122..77  1122..77 1111..55 1122..22 1100..99
1155--1199  1100..55  1100..33 1100..77 1155..44 1155..11  1155..77 99..77 99..66 99..99
2200--2244  88..77  88..11 99..44 1111..22 1100..11  1122..11 88..44 77..88 88..99
2255--2299  77..99  77..66 88..22 99..88 99..44  1100..11 77..66 77..33 77..99
3300--3344  55..33  55..22 55..44 66..11 66..44  55..88 55..22 55..00 55..33
3355--3399  55..00  44..99 55..22 55..77 55..66  55..88 44..99 44..88 55..11
4400--4444  33..88  33..55 44..00 44..00 44..11  33..99 33..77 33..44 44..11
4455--4499  33..33  33..33 33..44 33..33 33..44  33..22 33..33 33..22 33..44
5500--5544  22..55  22..44 22..66 22..33 22..44  22..22 22..66 22..44 22..77
5555--5599  11..99  22..11 11..88 11..77 11..88  11..77 11..99 22..11 11..88
6600--6644  11..88  11..88 11..88 11..77 11..66  11..88 11..88 11..99 11..88
      6655++  33..44  33..88 33..00 33..22 33..00  33..44 33..44 33..99 22..99
  
AAllll  AAggeess              NNoo..  
                                              %%  

  
5555,,887766,,555555  

110000..00  
2277,,445566,,669977

110000..00
2288,,441199,,885588

110000..00
77,,555522,,889977

110000..00

  
33,,551111,,889944  

110000..00  
44,,004411,,000033

110000..00
4488,,332233,,665588

110000..00
2233,,994444,,880033

110000..00
2244,,337788,,885555

110000..00



  

  
  

33..22..22  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
  

IInn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy,,  eevveerryy  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ssaammpplleedd  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aaggeedd  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr  wwaass  aasskkeedd  ttoo  ssttaattee  

wwhheetthheerr  hhee//sshhee  iiss  lliitteerraattee  oorr  nnoott..    AA  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  lliitteerraattee  iiff  hhee//sshhee  ccaann  bbootthh  rreeaadd  wwiitthh  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  wwrriittee  aa  sshhoorrtt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  aatt  lleeaasstt  iinn  oonnee  llaanngguuaaggee..    OOtthheerrwwiissee,,  hhee//sshhee  iiss  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iilllliitteerraattee..  TTaabbllee  33..33  pprreesseennttss  tthhee  lliitteerraaccyy  ssttaattuuss  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aattttaaiinnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr..    OOvveerraallll,,  aabboouutt  2277  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  

aanndd  oovveerr  aarree  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  lliitteerraattee..    TThhee  lliitteerraaccyy  rraattee  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  ((6699..22  ppeerrcceenntt))  iiss  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  

hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  rraattee  iinn  tthhee  rruurraall  aarreeaass  ((1199..66  ppeerrcceenntt))..    OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  iinn  bbootthh  tthhee  rruurraall  aanndd  

uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  lliitteerraaccyy  rraattee  aammoonngg  mmaalleess  iiss  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  ffeemmaalleess..    AAtt  nnaattiioonnaall  lleevveell  lliitteerraaccyy  rraattee  

aammoonngg  mmaalleess  wwaass  ffoouunndd  ttwwiiccee  hhiigghheerr  ((3366..00  ppeerrcceenntt))  tthhaann  tthhee  ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  rraattee  ffoorr  ffeemmaalleess  ((1188..22  

ppeerrcceenntt))..  LLooookkiinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  lliitteerraattee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  ggrraaddee  lleevveell,,  hhiigghheesstt  pprrooppoorrttiioonnss  ((6611..33  ppeerrcceenntt))  

wweerree  oobbsseerrvveedd  ffoorr  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  ccoommpplleetteedd  ggrraaddeess  11--66  aanndd  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ddeecclliinneess  aass  ggrraaddee  lleevveell  

iinnccrreeaasseess,,  wwhheerree  aabboouutt  66  ppeerrcceenntt  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleetteedd  ggrraaddee  ttwweellvvee  aanndd  33..44  ppeerrcceenntt  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbeeyyoonndd  

ggrraaddee  ttwweellvvee..    

  

TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  lliitteerraattee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aattttaaiinniinngg  hhiigghheerr--ggrraaddee  lleevveellss  iiss  hhiigghheerr  iinn  uurrbbaann  tthhaann  iinn  rruurraall  

aarreeaass..    FFoorr  iinnssttaannccee,,  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  77..55  ppeerrcceenntt  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbeeyyoonndd  ggrraaddee  ttwweellvvee  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  

00..99  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  rruurraall  aarreeaass..  IInn  bbootthh  tthhee  uurrbbaann  aanndd  rruurraall  aarreeaass  ggeennddeerr  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  ppeerrssiisstteedd  aatt  hhiigghheerr--

ggrraaddee  lleevveellss,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  mmaallee  lliitteerraatteess  iiss  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  ffeemmaalleess..  

 



  

                   
 
 
        
   Table 3.3  Percentage Distribution of Population Aged Five Years and Over by Sex, Literacy Status and Educational  
                    Attainment: 2001 

 
UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  LLiitteerraaccyy  aanndd  

EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  
AAttttaaiinnmmeenntt  

TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  

Literacy Status   

    LLiitteerraattee  2266..99 3366..00 1188..22 6699..22 7799..88  6600..22 1199..66 2299..00 1100..55
    IIlllliitteerraattee  7733..11 6633..99 8811..88 3300..88 2200..22  3399..88 8800..33 7700..99 8899..55
  
TToottaall  PPeerrssoonnss  4455,,442211,,223399 2222,,221166,,003311 2233,,220055,,220088 66,,667777,,444466

  
33,,006688,,115588  33,,660099,,228888 3388,,774433,,778888 1199,,114477,,887733 1199,,559955,,991155

EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  AAttttaaiinnmmeenntt    
  NNoonn  FFoorrmmaall  1100..66 1133..22 55..99 55..00 55..22  44..88 1144..11 1166..77 77..00
  GGrraaddee  11--66  6611..33 6600..55 6622..88 4422..33 3399..66  4455..22 7722..99 6699..88 8811..55
  GGrraaddee  77--88  1122..00 1111..11 1133..66 1188..11 1177..33  1199..00 88..22 88..44 77..99
  GGrraaddee  99--1111  77..11 66..66 88..00 1144..55 1155..11  1133..77 22..66 22..88 11..99
  GGrraaddee  1122  CCoommpplleettee  55..66 44..99 66..88 1122..66 1122..99  1122..22 11..33 11..44 11..11
  BBeeyyoonndd  GGrraaddee  1122    33..44 33..77 22..99 77..55 99..88  55..00 00..99 11..00 00..77
  
TToottaall  LLiitteerraattee    1122,,222222,,995511 88,,000011,,447744 44,,222211,,447777 44,,661188,,666655

  
22,,444477,,114466  22,,117711,,551199 77,,660044,,228800 55,,555544,,332288 22,,004499,,995522

 



 

Table 3.4 shows the proportion of literate population by region.  Among regions, Addis 
Ababa registered substantially higher literacy (83 percent) level than all the other 
regions.  Harari Region and Dire Dawa Administration took the second and third 
position, 56.7 percent and 55.9 percent, respectively. These three administrative areas are 
characterized with a high proportion of urban inhabitants.  In this respect, literacy level 
is relatively low for Amhara Region, with only 24.8 percent, and SNNP and Oromiya 
regions, with 29.5 percent each. 
 

TTaabbllee  33..44          PPrrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  LLiitteerraattee  PPooppuullaattiioonn  AAggeedd  1100  YYeeaarrss  aanndd  OOvveerr  bbyy  RReeggiioonn,,  SSeexx,,    
                                          UUrrbbaann  aanndd  RRuurraall  AArreeaass::  22000011  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall    
RReeggiioonn  

TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  
TTiiggrraayy  3322..88  4433..88  2233..00 6644..55 8822..22 5522..55 2266..55  3377..44  1166..22
AAffffaarr  3311..88  3399..11  2244..55 6644..77 7799..88 5511..99 1111..11  1166..77  44..88
AAmmhhaarraa  2244..88  3344..11  1166..00 6688..22 8811..99 5588..11 1199..77  2299..22  1100..33
OOrroommiiyyaa  2299..55  4422..00  1177..33 7722..00 8844..88 6600..44 2244..00  3366..88  1111..66
SSoommaallii  3300..44  4444..00  1177..11 5533..88 7733..55 3344..66 1133..55  2222..77  44..44
BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
    GGuummuuzz  

3388..33  5544..00  2222..55 7733..55 8844..88 6611..88 3344..55  5500..77  1188..33

SSNNNNPP  2299..55  4422..44  1177..77 7733..44 8844..44 6633..11 2255..55  3388..55  1133..66
GGaammbbeellllaa  4444..22  6600..33  2288..88 6633..77 8800..66 4488..44 3355..66  5511..77  1199..99
HHaarraarrii    5566..77  6699..44  4455..44 7777..11 8899..11 6666..77 2233..22  3388..77  88..66
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  8833..00  9911..77  7755..66 8833..77 9922..66 7766..33 4455..00  5511..88  3388..22
DDiirree  DDaawwaa  5555..99  6677..66  4466..22 7711..88 8866..88 5599..99 1122..33  2200..11  44..99
  
TToottaall  

  
3311..33  

  
4422..77  2200..66 7733..77 8866..00 6633..44

  
2233..44  

  
3355..11  1122..00

  
  

33..22..33  MMaarriittaall  SSttaattuuss  
  
In the survey marital status was categorized into five groups, namely, never married, 
married, divorced, widowed and separated. The marital status distribution of the 
population aged 10 years and over by selected background variables, that is, sex, age, 
place of residence and region is presented in Table 3.5.   
 
AAtt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  lleevveell,,  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  1100  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr  aarree  iinn  mmaarriittaall  uunniioonn  aanndd  4466  
ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  mmaalleess  aanndd  3322..11  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ffeemmaalleess  aarree  nneevveerr  mmaarrrriieedd..  TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  
ddiivvoorrcceeeess  iiss  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannttllyy  hhiigghheerr  aammoonngg  ffeemmaalleess  ((66..00  ppeerrcceenntt))  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  mmaalleess  ((22..22  ppeerrcceenntt))..    
IInn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass,,  5522..88  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  nneevveerr  mmaarrrriieedd  aanndd  aabboouutt  3344  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  mmaarrrriieedd,,  wwhheerreeaass  iinn  
rruurraall  aarreeaass  5533..33  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  iinn  mmaarriittaall  uunniioonn  aanndd  3366..22  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  nneevveerr  mmaarrrriieedd  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  
ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy..    TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  ddiivvoorrcceeeess  iiss  hhiigghheerr  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  ((55..66  ppeerrcceenntt))  tthhaann  iinn  rruurraall  



 

aarreeaass  ((33..99  ppeerrcceenntt))..    DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  mmaarriittaall  ssttaattuuss  bbyy  aaggee  ggrroouupp  rreevveeaallss  eeaarrllyy  aanndd  uunniivveerrssaalliittyy  
ooff  mmaarrrriiaaggee  iinn  EEtthhiiooppiiaa..    NNeeaarrllyy  11  iinn  1100  ppeerrssoonnss  iinn  tthhee  aaggee  ggrroouupp  1100--1199  yyeeaarrss  wweerree  aallrreeaaddyy  
mmaarrrriieedd  aanndd  tthhiiss  hhaass  lleeaappeedd  ttoo  aabboouutt  6688  ppeerrcceenntt  ffoorr  aaggee  ggrroouupp  2200--2299  yyeeaarrss..    IInn  tthhee  aaggee  ggrroouupp  
4400--4499  yyeeaarrss  oonnllyy  11  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  rreemmaaiinn  ssiinnggllee..  PPrrooppoorrttiioonn  ddiivvoorrcceedd  iiss  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  
ffoorr  tthhee  oollddeesstt  aaggee  ggrroouupp,,  6600  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  oovveerr  ((66..11  ppeerrcceenntt))  aanndd  tthhee  lleeaasstt  ffoorr  tthhee  yyoouunnggeesstt  aaggee  
ggrroouupp,,  1100--1199  yyeeaarrss  ooff  aaggee  ((22..22  ppeerrcceenntt))..    TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  wwiiddoowweedd  ppeerrssoonnss  iinnccrreeaasseess  wwiitthh  
aaggee,,  ffrroomm  aallmmoosstt  nnoonnee  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaggeedd  1100--1199  yyeeaarrss  ttoo  3322..44  ppeerrcceenntt  aammoonngg  tthhoossee  
aaggeedd  6600  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  aabboovvee..  
  
    TTaabbllee  33..55    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  PPooppuullaattiioonn  AAggeedd  1100  YYeeaarrss  aanndd  OOvveerr  bbyy  MMaarriittaall      
                                        SSttaattuuss  aanndd  SSeelleecctteedd  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  VVaarriiaabblleess::  22000011  

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
NNeevveerr  

MMaarrrriieedd  

  
MMaarrrriieedd  

  
DDiivvoorrcceedd

  
WWiiddoowweedd 

  
SSeeppaarraatteedd 

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  

  
%%  

TToottaall  nnuummbbeerr  
ooff  ppeerrssoonnss  

SSeexx      
      MMaallee    4466..00  4499..88 22..22 11..44 00..55 00..11 110000..00  1177,,884444,,773399
      FFeemmaallee  3322..11  5500..66 66..00 99..99 11..22 00..11 110000..00  1188,,995511,,111111
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee      
        UUrrbbaann  5522..88  3333..99 55..66 66..11 11..55 00..11 110000..00  55,,881199,,556611
        RRuurraall  3366..22  5533..33 33..99 55..88 00..88 00..11 110000..00  3300,,997766,,228899
AAggee      
      1100--1199  8888..44  99..11 22..22 00..00 00..33 00..11 110000..00  1122,,440055,,330066
      2200--2299  3322..00  6600..99 44..88 11..11 11..11 00..11 110000..00  99,,228866,,338844
      3300--3399  55..00  8844..77 44..88 44..11 11..33 00..00 110000..00  55,,776677,,002277
      4400--4499  11..11  8811..99 55..55 1100..22 11..44 00..00 110000..00  33,,996600,,229988
      5500--5599  00..44  7744..55 55..77 1188..22 11..11 00..11 110000..00  22,,447788,,229933
      6600++  00..55  5599..33 66..11 3322..44 11..44 00..22 110000..00  22,,889988,,554422
RReeggiioonn      
    TTiiggrraayy  3399..22  4455..88 77..33 66..66 11..00 00..11 110000..00  22,,339933,,884411
    AAffffaarr  3388..88  4477..66 77..00 55..99 00..66 00..11 110000..00  115588,,666677
    AAmmhhaarraa  3300..55  5544..11 99..00 55..66 00..88 00..00 110000..00  99,,552233,,554455
    OOrroommiiyyaa  4411..00  5500..22 22..11 55..77 00..99 00..11 110000..00  1133,,994488,,333366
    SSoommaallii  4411..88  4477..33 33..55 66..88 00..55 00..00 110000..00  440011,,333355
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
        GGuummuuzz  

  
3377..00  5533..00 44..00 44..66 11..44 00..11

  
110000..00  337766,,887722

    SSNNNNPP  4400..44  5511..77 11..22 55..99 00..88 00..11 110000..00  77,,990077,,775577
    GGaammbbeellllaa  3333..66  5522..11 55..11 77..22 22..00 00..00 110000..00  110055,,003377
    HHaarraarrii    4444..44  4411..33 33..55 88..77 22..11 00..00 110000..00  111166,,666699
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  5599..55  2299..55 33..66 55..88 11..44 00..22 110000..00  11,,667788,,553322
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa    4433..99  4411..77 33..33 88..88 22..11 00..22 110000..00  118855,,227700
  
TToottaall    

  
3388..88  5500..22 44..22 55..88 00..99 00..11

  
110000..00  3366,,779955,,885500



 

  

  

33..33  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNSS  

  
This survey has collected data on housing conditions in addition to the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of individuals. Even though a number of other variables 
were included in the questionnaire, here only results of some selected variables are 
considered.  These variables include number of persons per household and average 
household size, tenure status of housing units, source of drinking water, toilet facility, and 
type of fuel. 

  

33..33..11    NNuummbbeerr  ooff  PPeerrssoonnss  PPeerr  HHoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  

AAvveerraaggee  HHoouusseehhoolldd  SSiizzee    

  
Table 3.6 presents the distribution of households by number of persons per household for 
the country, urban and rural areas.  The distribution of persons per household assumes 
an inverted U-shape pattern, that is, low proportion for small size and large size 
households and high proportion for middle size households.  Single person households 
constitute about 6 percent of the total households and these accommodate only 1.4 
percent of the total population. As can be seen from the table, four-person households 
make-up the highest proportion (about 18 percent), followed by three-person and five-
person households with 17.4 percent and 15.3 percent, respectively.  Households with 5 or 
more persons constituted 46.3 percent of total households, which accounts the bulk (66.2 
percent) of the population. 
 
Average household size is the ratio of persons living in households to the total number of 
households.  Accordingly, the survey reported an average household size of 4.6 for the 
country, 4.1 for the urban part and 4.6 for the rural area.  Generally, average household 
size is highest in male-headed households than in female-headed households (See Table 
3.7).  Among regions, relatively higher average household sizes were reported for Addis 



 

Ababa, Oromiya and SNNP regions (4.9, 4.8 and 4.7, in that order) and the lowest for 
Gambella and Affar regions (3.6 and 3.8, respectively). 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

  
  
  
                          TTaabbllee  33..66      DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  aanndd  PPooppuullaattiioonn  bbyy  NNuummbbeerr  ooff  PPeerrssoonnss  PPeerr  HHoouusseehhoolldd,,  UUrrbbaann  aanndd  RRuurraall  AArreeaass::  22000011  
  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  
HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPooppuullaattiioonn  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPooppuullaattiioonn  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPooppuullaattiioonn  

NNuummbbeerr  ooff  
PPeerrssoonnss  

PPeerr  HHoouusseehhoolldd  

NNoo..  %%  NNoo..  %%  NNoo..  %%  NNoo  %%  NNoo..  %%  NNoo..  %%  

11  7755,,55332222 66..22 775555,,332222 11..44 227722,,004444 1144..66  227722,,004444 33..66 448833,,227788 44..66 448833,,227788 11..00
22  11,,552277,,332222 1122..55 33,,005555,,880011 55..55 330044,,005555 1166..44  660088,,111100 88..11 11,,222233,,2266

77
1111..77 22,,4444,,776699

11
55..11

33  22,,113366,,007722 1177..44 66,,440088,,221155 1111..55 331155,,445599 1177..00  994466,,337777 1122..55 11,,882200,,6611
33

1177..55 55,,446611,,8833
88

1111..33

44  22,,116699,,996611 1177..77 88,,667799,,777788 1155..55 227755,,775577 1144..99  11,,110033,,002288 1144..66 11,,889944,,2200
44

1188..22 77,,557766,,7755
00

1155..77

55  11,,887733,,884499 1155..33 99,,336666,,885566 1166..88 222255,,110088 1122..11  11,,112255,,009988 1144..99 11,,664488,,7744
11

1155..88 88,,224411,,7755
88

1177..11

66  11,,447733,,881100 1122..00 88,,884400,,227777 1155..88 116633,,998866 88..88  998833,,991177 1133..00 11,,330099,,8822
44

1122..66 77,,885566,,3366
00

1166..33

77  11,,003377,,775544 88..44 77,,226644,,227766 1133..00 111177,,554488 66..33  882222,,883355 1100..99 992200,,220066 88..88 66,,444411,,4444
11

1133..33

88  667755,,552288 55..55 55,,440044,,222299 99..77 7777,,776600 44..22  662222,,008822 88..22 559977,,776688 55..77 44,,778822,,1144
77

99..99

99  334411,,443377 22..88 33,,007722,,993311 55..55 4488,,990088 22..66  444400,,116688 55..88 229922,,552299 22..88 22,,663322,,7766
33

55..55

1100++  228844,,004411 22..33 33,,002288,,887744 55..44 5577,,222233 33..11  662299,,224411 88..33 222266,,881188 22..22 22,,339999,,6633
33

55..00



  

Total 1122,,227755,,009966 110000 5555,,887766,,555599 110000 11,,885577,,884488 110000  77,,555522,,990000 110000 1100,,441177,,22
4488

110000 4488,,332233,,66
5599

110000

AAvveerraaggee    
HHoouusseehhoolldd  SSiizzee  

  
44..66

  
44..11

  
44..66





  

  
 
                 Table 3.7  Average Household Size by Sex of Head of Household, Place of Residence and Region: 2001 

 
MMaallee  HHeeaaddeedd  

FFeemmaallee  HHeeaaddeedd  TToottaall  
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  

aanndd  RReeggiioonn  

AAllll  
ppeerrssoonnss  

AAllll  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  

AAvveerraaggee  
HHHH**  SSiizzee 

AAllll  
ppeerrssoonnss  

AAllll  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  

AAvveerraaggee  
HHHH**  SSiizzee  

AAllll  
ppeerrssoonnss  

AAllll  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  

AAvveerraaggee  
HHHH**  SSiizzee  

PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee    
   Urban 55113344449955 11114455221177 44..55 22441188440033 771122663300  33..3399 77555522889988 11885577884477 44..0077
      RRuurraall  4400227788225599 88003344118811 55..00 88004455339999 22338833006677  33..3388 4488332233665588 1100441177224488 44..6644
Region   

   Tigray 22663366332233 553366669900 44..99 992200664400 229966446644  33..1111 33555566996633 883333115544 44..2277
      AAffffaarr  117766993322 4433880088 44..00 4411110033 1133224488  33..11 221188003355 5577005566 33..8822
      AAmmhhaarraa  1111778844224400 22553333338822 44..77 22449922223355 886622990077  22..8899 1144227766447755 33339966228899 44..22
      OOrroommiiyyaa  1177888866551177 33449999668877 55..11 33774499556655 11002222669911  33..6677 2211663366008822 44552222337788 44..7788
      SSoommaallii  446600777777 9977775555 44..77 115500006644 4433447766  33..4455 661100884411 114411223311 44..3333
      BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
            GGuummuuzz  

448888665599 110044777733 44..77 8855448899 2288995544  22..9955 557744114488 113333772277 44..2299

      SSNNNNPP  1100222200223388 22000022229944 55..11 22221100998800 662277118844  33..5533 1122443311221188 22662299447788 44..7733
      GGaammbbeellllaa  111144222277 2299997744 33..88 3366998855 1111443377  33..2233 115511221122 4411441111 33..6655
      HHaarraarrii  111188116633 2266006655 44..55 4422889977 1122880011  33..3355 116611006600 3388886666 44..1144
      AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  11334466661144 226633778866 55..11 665577999900 115544992255  44..2255 22000044660044 441188771111 44..7799
      DDiirree  DDaawwaa  118800006666 4411118855 44..44 7755885533 2211661111  33..5511 225555991199 6622779966 44..0088

  
AAllll  rreeggiioonnss  4455441122775566 99117799339999 44..99 1100446633880011

  
33009955669988  33..44 5555887766555577 1122227755009977 44..66

  
                                HHHH**  ==  HHoouusseehhoolldd



  

  

33..33..22  TTeennuurree  SSttaattuuss  
  
TTeennuurree  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  tthhee  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  uunnddeerr  wwhhiicchh  hhoouusseehhoollddss  ooccccuuppyy  lliivviinngg  qquuaarrtteerrss..  TThhee  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoolllleecctteedd  aabboouutt  lliivviinngg  qquuaarrtteerrss  sshhoowwss  vveerryy  cclleeaarrllyy  tthhee  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  
hhoouusseehhoollddss  lliivviinngg  iinn  rreenntteedd  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  aanndd  tthhoossee  lliivviinngg  iinn  oowwnneerr  ooccccuuppiieedd  uunniittss..  
  
TTaabbllee  33..88  pprreesseennttss  tteennuurree  ssttaattuuss  ooff  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  hhoouusseehhoollddss  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass..  DDaattaa  oonn  
tteennuurree  ssttaattuuss  ffoorr  rruurraall  aarreeaass  wwaass  nnoott  sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  hhoommooggeenneeiittyy  ooff  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  
tthhaatt  iiss  aallll  mmoosstt  aallll  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  aarree  oowwnneerr  ooccccuuppiieedd..  TThhee  rreessuullttss  sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  ttaabbllee  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  
aabboouutt  4422  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  aarree  oowwnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  aanndd  aabboouutt  5522  
ppeerrcceenntt  rreenntteedd  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss..    TThhee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss  wwhhoo  lliivvee  iinn  rreenntteedd  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  bbyy  
oowwnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  aabboouutt  2233  ppeerrcceenntt  rreenntteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorr  
ppuubblliicc,,  aanndd  aabboouutt  3300  ppeerrcceenntt  rreenntteedd  ffrroomm  pprriivvaattee  hhoouusseehhoollddss..    OOnnllyy  22..33  ppeerrcceenntt  aanndd  33..77  ppeerrcceenntt  
ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss  wweerree  lliivviinngg  iinn  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  pprroovviiddeedd  ffrreeee  bbyy  eemmppllooyyeerrss  aanndd  ootthheerrss  tthhaann  
eemmppllooyyeerrss,,  rreessppeeccttiivveellyy..    
  
TThhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  uurrbbaann  hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  tthhaatt  aarree  oowwnneerr  ooccccuuppiieedd  vvaarriieedd  ffrroomm  6677  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  SSoommaallii  
RReeggiioonn  ttoo  aabboouutt  3333  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  HHaarraarrii  RReeggiioonn..    OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  hhoouusseehhoollddss  rreessiiddiinngg  iinn  rreenntteedd  
hhoouussiinngg  uunniittss  vvaarriieedd  ffrroomm  5599..55  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  ttoo  2277..99  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  SSoommaallii  RReeggiioonn..  
  

TTaabbllee  33..88      PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  iinn  UUrrbbaann  AArreeaass  bbyy  TTeennuurree  SSttaattuuss  aanndd  
                                      RReeggiioonn::  22000011  

TTyyppee  ooff  TTeennuurree    
  

RReeggiioonn  
OOwwnneerr  

OOccccuuppiieedd  
PPrroovviiddeedd  
ffrreeee  bbyy  

eemmppllooyyeerr  

PPrroovviiddeedd
ffrreeee  

bbyy  ootthheerr  

SSuubbssiiddiizzeedd  
bbyy  

eemmppllooyyeerr  

RReenntteedd  ffrroomm  
pprriivvaattee  

hhoouusseehhoollddss  

RReenntteedd  ffrroomm  
GGoovv..  

//ppuubblliicc  

NNSS  
  

TToottaall  
hhoouusseehhoollddss

  TTiiggrraayy                      3399..22  33..88  44..11 00..22 4488..77 33..99  00..00  115522,,775566
  AAffffaarr                            4455..55  55..55  22..00 00..00 4411..55 55..55  00..00  2244,,001199
  AAmmhhaarraa                   4411..66  11..22  33..66 00..00 3344..44 1199..22  00..00  337722,,884466
  OOrroommiiyyaa                4422..33  22..55  44..11 00..11 2277..55 2233..66  00..00  553311,,443388
  SSoommaallii                      6677..00  33..11  11..99 00..11 2233..77 44..22  00..00  5588,,665577
  BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
      GGuummuuzz    

5533..55  33..11  55..00 00..00 3355..44 33..00  00..00  1133,,117788

  SSNNNNPP                      4488..33  22..33  22..77 00..00 3344..44 1122..33  00..00  221111,,887722
  GGaammbbeellllaa              5599..77  77..00  33..99 00..00 2266..00 33..44  00..00  1122,,663311
  HHaarraarrii                        3322..99  11..22  66..33 00..00 2233..22 3366..22  00..22  2244,,449999
  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa   3344..66  11..88  33..88 00..33 1199..55 4400..00  00..11  440099,,665566
  DDiirree  DDaawwaa    3399..99  22..22  33..99 00..00 1188..55 3355..66  00..00  4466,,229977



  

  
CCoouunnttrryy  ––  
TToottaall  

  
4411..77  

  
22..33  33..77 00..11 2299..55

  
2222..77  

  
00..00  11,,885577,,884466

  

33..33..33  SSoouurrcceess  ooff  DDrriinnkkiinngg  WWaatteerr  
  
The distribution of households by main source of drinking water is presented in Table 3.9 
the data shows that only about 20 percent of the households got their drinking water 
mainly from tap water.  That is, 0.5 percent has supply of water from tap inside the 
housing unit, 2.5 percent from tap water within compound-private, 2.3 percent tap water 
within compound-shared with other households, and 14.4 percent tap water outside the 
compound.  The table also shows that substantial proportion of households use unclean 
water for drinking. This is evidenced by the fact that about 40 percent of households are 
fetching drinking water from unprotected well/spring and about 30 percent from 
river/pond or lake. Nearly 9 out of 10 households in urban area use clean water from taps 
or protected well/spring. On the other hand a very high proportion of households in rural 
areas (4 in 5) use water that is not clean.  
 
 Availability of clean drinking water is one among many other housing facilities and 
amenities, the survey reported Addis Ababa, followed by Dire Dawa and Harari better 
served areas in the provision of clean drinking water. Gambella and Tigray regions took 
intermediate position, while the Benishangul-Gumuz, Oromiya, SNNP and Amhara 
regions are least served.  About 53 percent and 61 percent of households in the survey-
covered areas of Affar and Somali regions are using unclean water for drinking. Given the 
fact that this survey has only covered the sedentary and urban parts of zones of Affar and 
Somali regions, one could imagine how worst could be the availability of clean drinking 
water in the remaining non-sedentary parts of these regions. 
      
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
      



  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

                      
  
  
  
                TTaabbllee  33..99    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  bbyy  MMaajjoorr  SSoouurrccee  ooff  DDrriinnkkiinngg  WWaatteerr,,  PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  aanndd    
                                            RReeggiioonn::  22000011  
  

  
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  

aanndd  RReeggiioonn  
SSoouurrccee  ooff  DDrriinnkkiinngg  WWaatteerr  

  
TToottaall  

hhoouusseehhoollddss  
  TTaapp  iinnssiiddee  

hhoouussee  
TTaapp  wwiitthhiinn  
ccoommppoouunndd-- 

PPrriivvaattee  

TTaapp  
wwiitthhiinn  

ccoommppoouunndd
--sshhaarreedd  

TTaapp  
oouuttssiiddee  

ccoommppoouunndd

PPrrootteeccttee
dd  wweellll//  
SSpprriinngg  

UUnnpprrootteeccttee
dd  wweellll//  
SSpprriinngg  

RRiivveerr,,  
llaakkee  oorr  
ppoonndd  

NNoott  
SSttaatteedd  

  

  
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  

  

    UUrrbbaann  11..33 1155..99 1155..00 5522..88 55..77  55..44 33..88 00..11 11,,885577,,884466
    RRuurraall  00..33 00..11 00..11 77..55 1100..99  4455..77 3355..22 00..11 1100,,441177,,224488
RReeggiioonn    
    TTiiggrraayy  00..66 11..88 33..55 2255..66 77..77  4444..22 1166..44 00..11 883333,,115533
  Affar 11..00 44..55 66..11 2266..44 99..22  2244..22 2288..66 00..00 5577,,005577
    AAmmhhaarraa  00..44 11..33 11..11 1100..33 1133..00  4455..66 2288..22 00..00 33,,339966,,228888
    OOrroommiiyyaa  00..44 11..55 11..55 1155..00 77..00  4400..00 3344..55 00..11 44,,552222,,337788
    SSoommaallii  00..66 11..33 11..88 2200..11 1155..66  1188..99 4411..66 00..11 114411,,223333
  Benishangul-  
   Gumuz 

00..66 00..22 00..11 22..99 1199..22  2255..77 5511..00 00..33 113333,,772277

    SSNNNNPP  00..44 11..33 11..00 99..66 1133..22  3399..44 3344..88 00..22 22,,6622,,99447799
    GGaammbbeellllaa  00..88 00..66 11..11 2200..00 2211..44  2233..22 3322..99 00..00 4411,,441122
    HHaarraarrii  00..44 1111..22 1188..33 3333..22 99..44  2244..88 22..77 00..22 3388,,886677
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  11..66 3322..33 2244..44 3399..77 00..88  00..77 00..33 00..22 441188,,771100
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  00..33 77..44 1111..99 6600..44 88..33  88..44 33..11 00..11 6622,,779966
 
Country –Total 00..55 22..55 22..33 1144..44

  
1100..11  3399..66 3300..44 00..11 1122,,227755,,009944

  
    



  

                  33..33..44  TTyyppeess  ooff  FFuueell  UUsseedd  ffoorr  CCooookkiinngg  

  
IInn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy,,  ddaattaa  oonn  ttyyppee  ooff  ffuueell  mmoosstt  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  uusseedd  ffoorr  ccooookkiinngg  iiss  ccoolllleecctteedd  ((SSeeee  TTaabbllee  33..1100))..    
TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt  iinnddiiccaatteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  mmaajjoorriittyy  ((aabboouutt  9955  ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoollddss  
uussee  ffiirreewwoooodd  //cchhaarrccooaall  oorr  dduunngg  aass  aa  ssoouurrccee  ooff  ffuueell  ffoorr  ccooookkiinngg..  SSmmaallll  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss  wweerree  
rreeppoorrtteedd  uussiinngg  kkeerroosseennee  ((aabboouutt  33  ppeerrcceenntt))  aanndd  iinnssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthheemm  uussee  GGaass  ((00..11  ppeerrcceenntt)),,  
aanndd  eelleeccttrriicciittyy  ((00..33  ppeerrcceenntt))..  

Variations in the type of fuel used for cooking were observed in urban areas.  However the 
use of more than one type of fuel is a common practice, where 1 in 4 households are using 
firewood/charcoal and dung. Furthermore, about 18 percent of urban households are 
reported using kerosene for cooking, while households that use electricity for cooking are 
insignificant (about 2 percent). In all the regions except Harari region; and Addis Ababa and 
Dire Dawa Administrations, firewood/charcoal is the single most important type of fuel used 
for cooking. In Harari region and Addis Ababa, and Dire Dawa administrations, that are 
relatively highly urbanized areas, use of kerosene is a common practice, in fact, in Addis 
Ababa more households were found using kerosene than firewood/charcoal or dung for 
cooking.  

  
TTaabbllee  33..1100      PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  bbyy  MMaaiinn  TTyyppee  ooff  FFuueell  UUsseedd  ffoorr  
                                          CCooookkiinngg,,  PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  aanndd  RReeggiioonn::  22000011  

TTyyppee  ooff  FFuueell  
  

PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  
  aanndd  RReeggiioonn    

UUssee  nnoo  
ffuueell  

EElleeccttrriicciittyy  GGaass  KKeerroosseennee  FFiirreewwoooodd//  
cchhaarrccooaall//dduunngg  

NNoott  
SSttaatteedd  

  
TToottaall  hhoouussee  

--hhoollddss  

Place of Residence      
      UUrrbbaann  22..99  11..55 00..22 1188..44 7755..66 11..44  11,,885577,,884466
        RRuurraall  00..66  00..11 00..00 00..22 9988..00 11..22  1100,,441177,,224488
Region      
   Tigray 00..88  00..88 00..00 00..22 9977..88 00..44  883333,,115544
      AAffffaarr  66..11  00..44 00..00 11..00 9922..22 00..44  5577,,005566
      AAmmhhaarraa                          00..77  00..22 00..00 00..66 9977..44 11..22  33,,339966,,229900
      OOrroommiiyyaa  00..77  00..22 00..00 00..99 9977..22 00..99  44,,552222,,337788
      SSoommaallii                          11..22  00..22 00..00 00..33 9966..00 22..22  114411,,223333
      BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
            GGuummuuzz  

11..55  00..11 00..00 00..11 8899..11 99..22  113333,,772266

      SSNNNNPP  11..22  00..22 00..00 00..55 9966..77 11..44  22,,662299,,447766
      GGaammbbeellllaa  44..00  00..11 00..00 00..66 9955..11 00..22  4411,,441100
      HHaarraarrii  11..99  11..77 00..11 1155..00 7777..55 33..99  3388,,886677
      AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  11..99  22..33 00..88 6600..99 3322..33 11..99  441188,,771111
      DDiirreeDDaawwaa  33..11  11..00 00..00 3300..99 6644..00 00..99  6622,,779966



  

Country - Total 00..99  00..33 00..11 22..99 9944..66 11..22  1122,,227755,,009944
  
33..44  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERRIISSTTIICCSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTAARRGGEETT  PPOOPPUULLAATTIIOONN  

  
TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  pprroovviiddeess  ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  sseelleecctteedd  ssoocciioo--ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  
ttaarrggeett  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss..  TThhiiss  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  aa  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  

ttoo  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  tthhaatt  wwiillll  bbee  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  CChhaapptteerrss  44  aanndd  55..  TThhee  ssppeecciiffiicc  ttooppiiccss  
iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  aarree  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheeaaddss  ooff  hhoouusseehhoollddss,,  ccuurrrreenntt  sscchhooooll  aanndd  ggrraaddee  

aatttteennddaannccee,,  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  nnoott  ccuurrrreennttllyy  aatttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  mmoovveemmeenntt  bbeettwweeeenn  
hhoouusseehhoollddss  aanndd  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  cchhaannggiinngg    

 

33..44..11  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  HHeeaaddss  ooff  HHoouusseehhoollddss  

  
In the survey, children aged 5-17 years were asked questions concerning their relationship 
with the head of household. Various relationship types were stated in the questionnaire to 
help interviewer's to give proper categorization as well as to make extensive probing. Table 
3.11 presents this result, showing that out of the total child population covered in the survey 
about 64 percent are sons/daughters of both the head and the spouse. Those children who 
reported sons or daughters of heads only accounted about 19 percent) while sons/daughters 
of spouse only accounted for about 2 percent. Thus, the data indicates that about 84 percent 
of Ethiopian children live at least with one of the parents and an additional 10 percent of 
them reported living in the household where they were a relative of the head of the 
household. 
  
TTaabbllee  33..1111    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  bbyy  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  HHeeaadd    
                                        ooff  HHoouusseehhoolldd,,  SSeexx,,  UUrrbbaann  aanndd  RRuurraall  AArreeaass::  22000011  

  
PPllaaccee  ooff  

RReessiiddeennccee  
aanndd  SSeexx  

  

  
  

TToottaall  

  
  

HHeeaadd  

  
  

SSppoouussee  

  
SSoonn//  

ddaauugghhtteerr 
ooff  hheeaadd  

aanndd  
ssppoouussee  

  
SSoonn//  

ddaauugghhtteerr 
ooff  hheeaadd  

  
SSoonn//  

ddaauugghhtteerr 
ooff  ssppoouussee

  
SSiisstteerr//  
bbrrootthheerr

ooff  
hheeaadd//  

ssppoouussee 

  
FFoosstteerr  

cchhiilldd  aanndd  
GGoodd  
cchhiilldd  

  
OOtthheerr  

rreellaattiivveess

  
NNoonn--

rreellaattiivveess  

PPllaaccee  ooff  
RReessiiddeennccee  

                    

   Urban 22,,441177,,550044  11..88  00..33  4466..88  2233..66  11..88  55..22  00..66  1155..44  44..55  
      RRuurraall  1155,,778800,,227799  00..11  00..88  6666..22  1188..11  11..55  22..44  00..44  99..11  11..33  



  

Sex                     
    Male 99,,227711,,006622  00..44  00..11  6644..66  1199..00  11..55  22..66  00..44  99..44  22..00  
      FFeemmaallee  88,,992266,,772211  00..33  11..44  6622..66  1188..77  11..66  33..00  00..55  1100..55  11..44  
 
Total 

  
1188,,119977,,778833  

  
00..44  

  
00..77  

  
6633..66  

  
1188..99  

  
11..55  

  
22..88  

  
00..55  

  
1100..00  

  
11..77  

 
 
 
 
3.4.2 Current School Attendance  

 
Table 3.12 presents the percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by some selected 
background variables, that is, status of school attendance, place of residence, sex, age and region. 
The survey result reveled that out of the 18,197,782 children; about 38 percent were attending 
school at the time of the survey. 
 
Children who had never been to school constituted the largest proportion (about 56 percent), while 
those who quitted school together with those attended before, accounted for about 6 percent of the 
total child population aged 5-17 years.  With respect to status of school attendance, children 
residing in urban areas were found to be more advantageous than those residing in rural areas, 
where the proportion attending school is almost three times higher than the rural areas. 
Furthermore, the survey result depicted gender disparities in school attendance, where school 
attendance of male children is higher than females (See Table 3.12).  
 
As can be seen from the table the contribution of children in the age group 5-6, to the never 
attended group is high (especially in the rural areas), which resulted an inflated percentage 
of children who had never been to school.  Such a situation is a reflection of a rural 
population character where sending children to school at their earliest age is not customary. 



  

  
Table 3.12 further revealed the gap currently existing among regions with regard to school 
attendance putting Addis Ababa at the top of all the regions (about 88 percent). Dire Dawa, Harari, 
and Gambella regions follow in a consecutive manner, 69.5 percent, 68.9 percent, and 57.8 percent 
and Somali, SNNP and Affar regions at the bottom with 33.0 percent, 33.6 percent and 33.9 
percent, respectively.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3.12  Percentage Distribution of children aged 5-17 years by Status of school                 
                    Attendance and Selected background Variables: 2001 

CCuurrrreennttllyy  
aatttteennddiinngg  

CCuurrrreennttllyy  nnoott  aatttteennddiinngg    
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
TToottaall    

cchhiillddrreenn  FFoorrmmaall IInnffoorrmmaall  CCuurrrreenntt  
ddrroopp  oouuttss

AAtttteennddeedd  
bbeeffoorree  

NNeevveerr  
aatttteennddeedd  

NNSS  

  
  

NNSS  

PPllaaccee  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee                  
    UUrrbbaann  22441177550077  7744..33 55..88 00..11 44..99 1144..66  00..11 00..22
    RRuurraall  1155778800227755  2277..22 44..55 00..22 55..44 6622..55  00..11 00..11
AAggee      
    55--66  33225500883366  66..00 55..77 00..11 11..22 8866..99  00..00 00..11
    77--1122  99444466778822  3355..88 55..00 00..33 44..22 5544..66  00..11 00..11
    1133--1144  22446600776644  4499..11 33..66 00..22 77..55 3399..55  00..11 00..11
    1155--1177  33003399440000  4422..88 33..66 00..33 1111..88 4411..44  00..00 00..11
SSeexx      
    MMaallee  99227711006633  3366..99 55..99 00..33 55..77 5511..11  00..11 00..11
    FFeemmaallee  88992266771199  2299..99 33..55 00..22 55..00 6611..33  00..11 00..11
RReeggiioonn      
    TTiiggrraayy  11225533119977  3355..77 44..99 00..44 44..33 5544..66  00..00 00..00
    AAffffaarr  6666880077  2277..88 66..11 00..00 33..99 6611..99  00..22 00..11
    AAmmhhaarraa  44771199554433  3311..33 33..77 00..33 44..99 5599..77  00..11 00..11
    OOrroommiiaa  77222211889955  3322..44 55..66 00..22 55..88 5555..99  00..00 00..11
    SSoommaallee  119955887799  2255..00 77..99 00..11 11..55 6655..11  00..00 00..44
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz          117744773377              4444..44                     11..33                     00..44                       88..99                       4444..99                00..11           00..00
    SSNNNNPP  33887755448855  3300..11 33..55 00..22 55..66 6600..55  00..11 00..11
    GGaammbbeellllaa  4433337700  5566..33 11..55 00..55 1100..77 3300..99  00..22 00..00
    HHaarrrraarree  4466998888  6600..44 88..55 00..11 66..00 2244..88  00..11 00..00



  

    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  552244881144  7799..33 88..44 00..11 44..66 77..55  00..00 00..22
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  7755007711  5533..00 1166..55 00..44 66..55 2233..22  00..11 00..22

TToottaall  1188119977778822  3333..44 44..77 00..22 55..44 5566..11  00..11 00..11
  
  
                      33..44..33          CCuurrrreenntt  GGrraaddee  AAtttteennddaannccee  
 
As revealed in Table 3.13, the majority of children in the age group 5-17 years were 
attending school in the 1-6 grade levels (about 87 percent).  As children's school attendance 
as well as grade level is a function of age, more children are expected to accumulate at lower 
grade levels. Nevertheless, as expected the percentage share for grades 7-8 and 9-11 for the 
urban and rural areas show variations that clearly reveals mainly the effects of the 
difference in enrollment, and dropout rate between urban and rural areas.  Accordingly, the 
proportion of children in grades 7-8 and 9-11 for the urban areas were 17.5 percent and 13.1 
percent, while for the rural areas, these were 3.5 percent and 0.5 percent, in that order.  
 
Table 3.13    Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 who are Currently Attending School            by 

Sex, Grade Level, Urban and Rural Areas: 2001 
Urban + Rural Urban Rural  

Grade 
At
te
nd
in
g 

TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  

GGrraaddeess    11--66  8877..44 8888..11  8866..55 6688..00 6677..44 6688..55 9955..55  9955..22 9966..11
GGrraaddeess    77--88  77..77 77..33  88..11 1177..55 1177..11 1177..99 33..55  44..00 22..99
GGrraaddeess    99--1111  44..22 33..99  44..77 1133..11 1144..11 1122..22 00..55  00..55 00..66
GGrraaddee      1122  ––
ccoommpplleetteedd  

00..22 00..22  00..22 00..88 00..99 00..77 00..00  00..00 00..00

NNoott  SSttaatteedd  00..55 00..44  00..55 00..66 00..66 00..66 00..44  00..44 00..44
  
  TToottaall          NNoo..  

 
66,,007744,,7733

66 

  
33,,441177,,0088

22  
22,,665577,,6655

44
11,,779922,,1144

99
886633,,3377

00
992288,,7777

99

  
44,,228822,,5588

77  
22,,555533,,7711

22
11,,772288,,8877

55

                            %%  110000..00 110000..00  110000..00 110000..00 110000..00 110000..00 110000..00  110000..00 110000..00

  
  



  

33..44..44  RReeaassoonn  ffoorr  NNoott  CCuurrrreennttllyy  AAtttteennddiinngg  
SScchhooooll  
  
As presented Table 3.14, children aged 5-17 years who were not currently attending school, 
including the current dropouts and those who attended before or those who never attended 
school, were asked to report the reason for not attending school. In the table, a significant 
proportion of the children  not attending school gave reasons like: too young (31.9), to help 
in household chores (18.7 percent), no school or training institutions available nearby (10.4 
percent), to generate income to the family (9.5 percent), cannot afford schooling or training 
expenses (8.7 percent) and family does not permit schooling of the child (7.5 percent). The 
survey result also revealed that unlike the other regions, children in Addis Ababa 
Administration gave a reason that they could not afford schooling expenses (about 28 
percent) as a main reason for not attending school. 



  

 

 

 

 Table 3.14  Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 who are not Attending School by Reason for Not  Attending and Region: 2001 

RReeaassoonn  FFoorr  NNoott  AAtttteennddiinngg  SScchhooooll    
  

RReeggiioonn  
TToottaall  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  

wwhhoo  wweerree  
nnoott  

aatttteennddiinngg  
sscchhooooll  

  
NNoo  sscchhooooll  
oorr  ttrraaiinniinngg  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  
nneeaarrbbyy  

  
CCaannnnoott  
aaffffoorrdd  

sscchhoooolliinngg 
oorr  ttrraaiinniinngg
eexxppeennssee  

  
PPoooorr  iinn  
ssttuuddiieess//  
ffaaiilleedd  aatt
sscchhooooll  

  
IIllllnneessss  oorr
ddiissaabblleedd  

  
TToo  hheellpp  iinn
hhoouusseehhoolldd

cchhoorreess  

  
TToo  

ssuuppppoorrtt  
sseellff  

  
TToo  

ggeenneerraattee  
iinnccoommee  ffoorr
tthhee  ffaammiillyy  

  
FFaammiillyy  

ddooeess  nnoott  
ppeerrmmiitt  

sscchhoooolliinngg 

  
TToooo  

yyoouunngg  

  
OOtthheerrss  

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  

  TTiiggrraayy  774433,,444466  66..00  77..55  11..88 33..44  1155..44  00..66  55..88  88..00  4422..99  88..22 00..44  
  AAffffaarr  4444,,110066  4488..11  00..88  33..66 22..22  1122..77  11..44  44..99  99..22  99..55  77..44 00..22  
  AAmmhhaarraa  33,,006633,,117711  1111..88  44..55  22..44 44..22  1144..44  22..00  1155..22  77..99  3311..33  55..99 00..33  
  OOrroommiiyyaa  44,,447755,,772288  1100..88  1111..88  11..88 44..55  1199..99  11..33  77..55  55..88  3311..44  44..99 00..11  
  SSoommaallii          113300,,557722  2288..44  88..77  11..22 11..11  1199..88  00..66  77..22  66..66  1199..99  66..11 00..44  
  BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
      GGuummuuzz  

  
9944,,990000  

  
1166..33  

  
44..99  

  
33..00

  
66..88  

  
1144..88  

  
11..33  

  
55..88  

  
66..55  

  
3300..55  

  
99..99

  
00..22  

  SSNNNNPP    22,,557722,,330066  77..33  88..22  33..33 22..99  2233..11  11..00  77..77  99..88  3322..00  44..66 00..33  
  GGaammbbeellllaa  1188,,330000  1133..22  55..77  55..11 1100..55  55..66  11..88  11..44  44..44  3366..44  1155..44 00..44  
  HHaarraarrii    1144,,559955  77..99  77..77  33..99 55..22  2211..55  11..33  88..99  44..99  3311..88  55..77 11..00  
  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6644,,004466  88..66  2277..88  66..33 88..44  55..88  1100..44  55..66  33..55  1144..55  77..99 11..11  
  DDiirree  DDaawwaa  2222,,669977  1155..11  1166..22  44..55 55..00  1155..77  22..88  55..44  44..66  2222..77  77..77 00..66  

  TToottaall  1111,,224433,,886688  1100..44  88..77  22..44 44..00  1188..77  11..44  99..55  77..55  3311..99  55..55 00..22  



 

  
33..44..55  CChhiillddrreenn''ss  MMoovveemmeenntt  BBeettwweeeenn  HHoouusseehhoollddss  aanndd  RReeaassoonn  ffoorr  CChhaannggiinngg    

 
This survey collected information on movement of children between households. The question 
on movement status was presented to parents /heads of households by asking each of their 
children age 5-17 years whether or not the child has changed the household he/she used to live 
since birth. For those children who have changed, a further question on the main reason that 
caused them change their household was asked. 

  
In the 2001 Child Labour Survey, the term 'movement between households' was used to 
refer and measure the extent of children's movement between households. Thus, a child 
in a selected household is considered to have changed his/her household if he/she has been 
living in another household for more than six months before joining the current 
household. This holds true even if the child returns back to his place of birth after having 
lived for more than six months in another household. On the other hand, a child is not 
considered as having changed his/her household even if he/she has moved to another 
geographical area with all or part of his household members.  

  
Table 3.15 presents the percentage distribution of children who changed their household 
by some selected background variables, that is, sex, age, region, and urban and rural 
areas.  The data in the table indicated that the percentage share of those children aged 5-
17 years who have changed their household accounted for 11.4 percent.  More children in 
the age group 15-17 years were found to have changed their household as compared to 
children in the lower age groups, indicating that the change in residence at the household 
level increases with the increase in age of the child. A gender disparity was also observed, 
where about 13 percent of female children against 10 percent male children that have 
changed their household. The table also demonstrates that about 22 percent of the 
children living in urban areas have changed their households, while the corresponding 
figure for the rural children is about 10 percent. Regional differences with regard to the 
extent of children who have changed their household was also observed, ranging from 6.2 
percent in Tigray Region to 17.9 percent in Addis Ababa. 
  

  
  
  
  
  



 

  
  
Table 3.15   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years who have Changed  
                     their Household by Selected Background Variables: 2001 

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  
TToottaall  nnuummbbeerr  

ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  
PPeerrcceenntt  
cchhaannggeedd  

TToottaall  nnuummbbeerr
ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  

PPeerrcceenntt  
cchhaannggeedd  

TToottaall  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  

PPeerrcceenntt  
cchhaannggeedd  

Age           
    55--99  88,,662255,,337766  77..11  886600,,887744 1111..00  77,,776699,,226666  66..77  
    1100--1144  66,,553333,,000055  1122..88  996633,,668899 2222..22  55,,557744,,110055  1111..11  
    1155--1177  33,,003399,,440011  2200..66  660033,,886688 3355..22  22,,443399,,447766  1177..00  
SSeexx              
  Male 99,,227711,,006611  1100..22  11,,114400,,222200 1166..88  88,,113366,,338855  99..22  
    FFeemmaallee  88,,992266,,772211  1122..77  11,,228888,,221111 2255..66  77,,664466,,446622  1100..55  
RReeggiioonn            

    TTiiggrraayy  11,,225533,,119977  66..22  119911,,991166 1100..00  11,,006611,,228811  55..55  
    AAffffaarr  6666,,880066  1100..22  2211,,559955 1188..00  4455,,221111  66..55  
    AAmmhhaarraa  44,,771199,,554422  1133..99  445599,,339933 2244..66  44,,226600,,114499  1122..88  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  77,,222211,,889955  1111..22  774422,,661100 2255..22  66,,447799,,228855  99..66  
    SSoommaallii  119955,,887799  77..77  8800,,996699 1100..66  111144,,991100  55..77  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
        GGuummuuzz  

  
117744,,773377  

  
1111..66  1188,,220088

  
2266..33  

  
115566,,552299  

  
99..88  

    SSNNNNPP  33,,887755,,448844  99..77  330033,,339900 2255..22  33,,557722,,009944  88..44  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  4433,,336699  1144..33  1133,,880055 2200..88  2299,,556644  1111..33  
    HHaarraarrii  4466,,998888  1100..22  2244,,007700 1144..99  2222,,991188  55..22  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  552244,,881133  1177..99  551100,,887799 1177..99  1133,,993344  1155..88  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  7755,,007711  1122..99  5500,,666699 1155..33  2244,,440022  88..00  
  
TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  

  
1188,,119977,,778822  

  
1111..4411  22,,442288,,443311

  
2211..55  

  
1155,,778822,,884477  

  
99..99  

  
 
In the survey, those children who changed their households were also interviewed 
regarding the major reason that urged or forced them to change their household. This 
result is presented in Table 3.16 showing that about 28.4 percent of the children shifted 
their household because they wanted ‘to live with their relatives’, about 14 percent of 
them ‘to get education or training’, while 12 percent of them due to ‘death of parents’. 
Comparatively more males than females were found to have changed their household due 
to job related conditions, lose of family and educational reasons.  On the other hand, a 
larger proportion of female than male children changed their households because of 
‘marriage dissolution', and ‘to live with relatives’. 
  
Except Addis Ababa where ‘education or training’ is reported to take the largest percentage 
(about 36 percent), in all the other regions the majority of the children who changed their 
households gave ‘to live with relatives’ as main reason. In Somali, Amhara and Harari regions, 
‘marriage dissolution of parents’ was reported as a major cause for children to change their 



 

households, where the reported figures were 11.8 percent, 11.4 percent and 10.1 percent, in 
that order.  



 

                            TTaabbllee  33..1166    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  CChhaannggeedd  TThheeiirr  HHoouusseehhoolldd    bbyy  MMaaiinn  RReeaassoonn  ffoorr    
                                                                    CChhaannggiinngg  HHoouusseehhoolldd  aanndd  SSeelleecctteedd  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  VVaarriiaabblleess::  22000011  

Main Reason for Changing Household 
SSeelleecctteedd    

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

TToottaall  NNuummbbeerr  
ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  
cchhaannggeedd  tthheeiirr  

hhoouusseehhoolldd  
JJoobb  

ttrraannssffeerr  
FFoouunndd
aa  jjoobb  

SSeeaarrcchh  
ffoorr  jjoobb  Education 

or training 

MMaarrrriiaaggee  
ddiissssoolluuttiioonn  

DDiissppllaacceemmeenntt  TToo  lliivvee  wwiitthh
rreellaattiivveess  

LLoosstt  
ffaammiillyy  

OOtthheerrss  NNoott  
ssttaatteedd  

PPllaaccee  ooff  
RReessiiddeennccee  

                      

   Urban 551188,,778899  00..66  44..55  77..99  3399..11  22..00  11..22  2200..44  1100..22  1111..66  22..44  
      RRuurraall  11,,555577,,008844  00..33  77..99  44..00  55..00  99..00  11..00  3311..11  1122..66  2244..11  55..00  
AAggee                        
      55--99  661166,,119911  00..11  33..99  11..00  55..66  1100..33  11..33  4422..66  1133..88  1177..44  44..11  
      1100--1144  883344,,223300  00..44  99..22  55..66  1133..88  55..66  11..22  2277..22  1133..44  1188..11  55..55  
      1155--1177  662255,,445522  00..66  77..33  88..11  2200..99  66..55  00..88  1166..00  88..44  2288..33  33..11  
SSeexx                          
   Male 994422,,889966  00..55  1111..33  77..22  1155..00  66..00  11..33  2266..88  1133..44  1133..55  44..99  
        FFeemmaallee  11,,113322,,997777  00..33  33..55  33..11  1122..33  88..33  00..99  2299..77  1100..88  2277..22  33..99  
Region                       
    TTiiggrraayy  7788,,000066  00..11  55..44  55..99  1155..88  66..66  11..33  2244..66  1155..22  2233..00  22..11  
    AAffffaarr  66,,883388  00..00  22..33  1111..44  1122..22  66..11  11..00  1133..77  2222..22  2255..88  55..44  
    AAmmhhaarraa  665566,,333377  00..22  1100..99  44..00  1111..99  1111..44  00..99  1199..99  99..77  2277..22  33..88  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  880077,,226644  00..33  66..99  55..66  1122..77  66..00  11..00  3322..99  1111..22  1188..66  44..88  
    SSoommaallii  1155,,115533  00..11  33..00  88..88  44..44  1111..88  55..88  3311..99  1144..77  1133..99  55..66  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
        GGuummuuzz  

  
2200,,118877  

  
00..55  

  
11..66  

  
55..88  

  
2211..44  

  
44..99  

  
00..88  

  
2244..00  

  
1144..44  

  
1177..77  

  
88..99  

    SSNNNNPP  337777,,554411  00..66  11..77  33..22  1111..66  44..22  11..66  3377..88  1166..00  1177..99  55..44  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  66,,220000  33..44  00..22  55..88  1166..77  33..99  00..00  3355..44  1144..88  1166..11  33..77  
    HHaarraarrii  44,,779944  00..55  22..00  66..22  1199..77  1100..11  00..00  2244..66  1188..66  1177..00  11..33  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  9933,,886655  00..88  77..77  1111..22  3355..77  11..88  11..11  1155..33  1144..11  1111..00  11..55  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  99,,669911  00..00  11..55  66..55  2233..99  55..00  11..66  2299..22  1122..44  1166..33  33..66  



 

TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  22,,007755,,887733  00..44  77..00  55..00  1133..55  77..22  11..11  2288..44  1122..00  2211..00  44..44  



 

  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  44  

  

WWOORRKKIINNGG  SSTTAATTUUSS  OOFF  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  
 

44..11      IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  
  
This chapter deals with the activities of children aged 5-17 years who work productive 
activities or engaged in household chores during the one-week reference period prior to 
the survey date.  Accordingly, the current activity status of children in relation to their 
current status of school attendance, type of work they are engaged in, type of occupation 
or sector of employment, status in employment, reason for working and reason for 
idleness are dealt. In Chapter Two of this report, concepts and definitions of some key 
variables like productive or economic activity, housekeeping activity, status of school 
attendance and idleness that are used during data collection and operation of this survey 
have been given.  In this section the results of the survey on current working and 
schooling status of children as reported by their parents/ heads of the households will be 
presented.  
  
  44..22        AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  SSTTAATTUUSS  AANNDD  SSCCHHOOOOLLIINNGG  
 
Table 4.1 presents the distribution of children aged 5-17 years by current working status and 
selected background variables, that is, sex, age, urban and rural residence and region.  As can 
be observed from the table, about 85 percent of the country's children are engaged in 
productive activities only, housekeeping activities only and in both. Overall, 52.1 percent of 
the children were reported to have been engaged in productive activities during the reference 
period. The participation rate for boys was 62 per cent compared to 41.9 percent for girls.  
 
Children residing in the rural areas had a higher chance (by about 9-percentage point) of being 
engaged in a productive or house keeping than those residing in the urban areas.  The table also 
shows that the majority of rural children were engaged in both housekeeping and economic 
(productive) activities (about 49 percent), while urban children were engaged more in 
housekeeping activities only (about 59 percent). The kind of activities that the children were 
engaged in shows variation with respect to their sex.  Thus, the percentage of female children 
engaged in only housekeeping activities was double compared to that of male children, 
whereas the percentage of male children engaged in only productive activities were four-fold 
higher when compared with their counterparts. 



 

  
IInn  aallll  tthhee  rreeggiioonnss,,  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittyy  oonnllyy,,  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittyy  oonnllyy  aanndd  bbootthh  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  wwhheerree  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  wwoorrkkiinngg  
rraannggeess  ffrroomm  aabboouutt  6699  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  ttoo  8899  ppeerrcceenntt  iinn  SSNNNNPP  RReeggiioonn  ((SSeeee  TTaabbllee  44..11))..  
OOvveerr  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  GGaammbbeellllaa,,  HHaarraarrii,,  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  aanndd  DDiirree  DDaawwaa  wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
oonnllyy  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  aass  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  aa  mmuucchh  lleesssseerr  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
tthhiiss  aaccttiivviittyy  iinn  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonnss..  
  

Table 4.1  Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 years by Work Status and 
                   Selected Background Variables: 2001 

EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
  

SSeelleecctteedd  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
TToottaall  nnuummbbeerr

ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  

  
NNoott  wwoorrkkiinngg

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  
aaccttiivviittiieess  oonnllyy  

PPrroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  oonnllyy  

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  aanndd
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall        
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  1188,,119977,,778877 1144..55 3333..33 77..44  4444..77
    MMaallee    99,,227711,,006655 1155..22 2222..88 1111..77  5500..33
    FFeemmaallee  88,,992266,,772222 1133..99 4444..33 22..99  3399..00
UUrrbbaann      
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  22,,441177,,550099 2222..11 5599..11 44..55  1144..33
    MMaallee    11,,113355,,664499 2277..22 5533..00 44..00  1155..88
    FFeemmaallee  11,,228811,,886600 1177..66 6644..55 44..99  1122..99
RRuurraall    
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  1155,,778800,,227788 1133..44 2299..44 77..88  4499..44
    MMaallee    88,,113355,,441166 1133..55 1188..66 1122..88  5555..11
    FFeemmaallee  77,,664444,,886622 1133..22 4400..99 22..55  4433..44
AAggee    
    55--99  88,,662255,,337788 2255..88 3355..33 66..00  3322..99
    1100--1144  66,,553333,,000088 44..66 3322..99 77..66  5544..88
    1155--1177  33,,003399,,440011 44..00 2288..66 1100..77  5566..88
RReeggiioonn    
    TTiiggrraayy  11,,225533,,119988 2244..44 3333..55 55..77  3366..33
    AAffffaarr**  6666,,880066 1144..00 3300..00 2200..33  3355..77
    AAmmhhaarraa  44,,771199,,554444 1166..44 2266..22 1122..11  4455..33
    OOrroommiiyyaa  77,,222211,,889933 1122..00 3344..77 66..99  4466..44
    SSoommaallii****  119955,,887799 1188..11 4422..99 88..99  3300..11
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz  117744,,773388 1166..66 4411..55 22..99  3399..00
    SSNNNNPP  33,,887755,,448844 1111..22 3344..66 33..22  5511..00
    GGaammbbeellllaa  4433,,336699 1188..77 5533..88 44..44  2233..22
    HHaarraarrii  4466,,998899 1199..00 5588..99 55..33  1166..99
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  552244,,881122 3300..99 5566..77 66..00  66..55
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  7755,,007711 2211..66 5511..88 77..33  1199..22
        

        **CCoovveerrss  tthhee  sseeddeennttaarryy  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  zzoonnee  11,,  33  aanndd  55  oonnllyy,,  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  ffiivvee  zzoonneess  ooff  tthhee  
RReeggiioonn..  
****CCoovveerrss  tthhee  sseeddeennttaarryy  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  SShhiinniillee,,  JJiijjiiggaa  aanndd  LLiibbeenn  zzoonneess  oonnllyy,,  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ttoottaall  ooff  
nniinnee  zzoonneess  ooff  tthhee          
            RReeggiioonn..  

  



 

Table 4.2 shows the percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by status of 
school attendance, which is further broken down by status and type of work engaged in. 
The survey result revealed that about 34 percent of the total child population of the 
country were doing some activity in addition to attending school.  On the other hand, 
about half of the children were engaged in a certain type of activity but not fortunate 
enough to attend school and only 3.9 percent of the children were attending school 
without engaging themselves in any productive or housekeeping works. On the contrary, 
1 out of 10 Ethiopian children are currently sitting idle, that is, not attending school and 
undertaking any kind of activity. 
 
As shown from the table, more than half of the children who are attending school in 
urban areas are found to be engaged in housekeeping activities only. Where as in rural 
settings the highest proportion (38.6 percent) is contributed by children who have worked 
productive activities with out attending school. Gender disparity is clearly shown on the 
table. More male children than their counter parts are attending school only i.e. 4.9 
percent against 2.7 percent. Further more the table demonstrates that higher proportion 
of children are found to have attended school only in the relatively more urbanized 
regions (Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa and Harari) as compared to the other regions of the 
country. 
 
Table 4.2   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years by Current School                        
                  Attendance* and Work Status and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

                  AAtttteennddiinngg  SScchhooooll          NNoott  AAtttteennddiinngg  SScchhooooll    
  

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess    

  
  

TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

  
EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg

AAccttiivviittiieess  
OOnnllyy  

  
  

SScchhoooolliinngg  
oonnllyy  

  
EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  
AAccttiivviittiieess  oonnllyy

  
IIddllee  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall                
      BBootthh  sseexxeess  1188,,118833,,443322  1177..88 1166..44 33..99 3344..33  1166..99  1100..66  
      MMaallee  99,,226633,,330022  2244..44 1133..55 44..99 3377..66  99..44  1100..22  
      FFeemmaallee  88,,992200,,113300  1111..00 1199..55 22..77 3300..99  2244..88  1111..00  
UUrrbbaann          
      BBootthh  sseexxeess  22,,441133,,003322  1122..66 5522..22           1155..44     66..22  77..00  66..55  
      MMaallee  11,,113333,,008811  1144..77 4477..88           2200..11     55..11  55..33  77..00  
      FFeemmaallee  11,,227799,,995511  1100..66 5566..00           1111..33     77..22  88..66  66..11  
RRuurraall          
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  1155,,777700,,440000  1188..66 1111..00 22..11 3388..66  1188..44  1111..22  
    MMaallee  88,,113300,,222211  2255..88     88..77 22..88 4422..11  99..99  1100..77  
      FFeemmaallee  77,,664400,,117799  1111..11 1133..44 11..33 3344..88  2277..55  1111..88  
AAggee          
    55--99  88,,661199,,225544      88..99 1111..00 44..99 3300..00  2244..44  2200..88  
    1100--1144  66,,552299,,115544  2266..22 2222..66 33..00 3366..22  1100..33  11..55  
    1155--1177  33,,003355,,002222  2255..33 1188..66 22..55 4422..22  1100..11  11..33  
RReeggiioonn          
    TTiiggrraayy  11,,225533,,115588  1144..33 2200..77 55..66 2277..77  1122..88  1188..88  
    AAffffaarr****  6666,,773344      88..55 2200..99 44..66 4477..55  99..22  99..44  
    AAmmhhaarraa  44,,771144,,449933  1188..11 1122..99 33..99 3399..33  1133..33  1122..44  



 

    OOrroommiiyyaa  77,,221177,,669988  1199..44 1166..00 22..55 3333..99  1188..77  99..44  
    SSoommaallii******  119955,,006622      66..33 2200..33 66..55 3322..77  2222..88  1111..44  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
        GGuummuuzz  

117744,,773366  1199..55 2222..55 33..77 2222..44  1199..00  1122..99  

    SS..NN..NN..PP  33,,887722,,338800  1188..00 1133..66 22..00 3366..33  2211..00  99..22  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  4433,,335577  1177..88 3344..11 55..99     99..77  1199..77  1122..88  
    HHaarraarrii  4466,,998888  1111..77 4455..77         1111..55 1100..44  1133..22  77..55  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  552233,,993322      77..22 5522..99         2277..66     55..33  33..88  33..22  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  7744,,889911  1122..44 4422..11         1155..22 1144..22  99..88  66..33  
**EExxcclluuddeess  tthhoossee  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  ddiidd  nnoott  rreeppoorrtt  ccuurrrreenntt  sscchhooooll  aatttteennddaannccee    

    FFoorr  ****  aanndd  ******  SSeeee  tthhee  nnoottee  oonn  TTaabbllee  44..11    

  
Table 4.3 presents school attendance and working status of children aged 5-17 years for 
the major towns covered in the survey.  The distribution of working and school 
attendance status of children appears to follow similar pattern among towns. 
Accordingly, on the average about 56 percent of the children in these selected major 
towns were engaged in housekeeping activities while attending school. In this respect the 
highest proportion (about 70 percent) was observed in Harar town and the lowest (53 
percent) in Bahr Dar town.  Likewise, on the average about 8 percent of the children was 
attending school while at the same time being engaged in productive activities. Among 
children who were not attending school, on the average 4.4 percent and 4.8 percent were 
engaged in housekeeping and economic (productive) activities, respectively. The 
proportion of idle children varied from about 3 percent in Debre Zeit and Nazareth 
towns to 10 percent in Mekele town. 
  

TTaabbllee  44..33      PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  ooff  MMaajjoorr  TToowwnnss  AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  bbyy      
                                      SScchhooooll  AAtttteennddaannccee  aanndd  WWoorrkkiinngg  SSttaattuuss::  22000011  

                  AAtttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll          NNoott  aatttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll    
  

MMaajjoorr  
TToowwnnss  

  
  

TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn
PPrroodduuccttiivvee 
AAccttiivviittiieess  

    EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg

AAccttiivviittiieess  

  
SScchhoooolliinngg  

oonnllyy  

EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

    EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  
hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  

aaccttiivviittiieess  

  
IIddllee  

MMeekkeellllee  4422,,444499  77..66 6622..66 1133..22 33..44 33..44  99..77
GGoonnddeerr  4400,,557788  77..44 5544..55 2211..55 44..33 44..00  88..33
DDeessssiiee  3311,,119955  1111..99 5577..44 1177..22 33..99 44..66  44..99
BBaahhrr  DDaarr  3355,,114422  1177..22 5522..55 1100..77 99..44 55..55  44..77
JJiimmmmaa  2266,,994455  1111..99 6611..99 1100..66 55..22 55..88  44..66
DDeebbrree  ZZeeiitt  2211,,441166  77..44 6666..77 1111..55 44..11 77..66  22..77
NNaazzrreetthh  3399,,882255  1111..44 6622..77 1122..22 44..88 66..22  22..77
AAwwaassssaa  3355,,004422  77..88 5577..11 1188..99 55..22 55..66  55..22
HHaarraarr  2244,,006699  44..77 6699..88 1144..77 22..55 55..33  22..99
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  551100,,000000  77..00 5533..66 2288..00 44..88 33..55  33..00
DDiirree  DDaawwaa  5500,,550088  44..55 5577..44 1199..99 44..77 88..66  44..99
TToottaall  885577,,116699  77..88 5566..00 2233..00 44..88 44..44  44..00

 
Table 4.4 shows the percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by reason for 
idleness and selected background variables.  As has been seen in the Table 4.2 a 



 

significant proportion (about 11 percent) of children were found to be idle. Among the 
idle children about 82 percent gave a response that they were idle because they are ‘too 
young’. The survey further revealed the reason for idleness by age and in the youngest 
age group (5-9 years), the majority (about 87 percent) responded ‘too young’ as a reason 
to be observed as idle.  In the age group 10-14 years, about 29 percent and 26 percent 
gave 'too young' and 'being sick' as a major reason for being idle, respectively. In the last 
age group, that is, 15-17 years 'being sick' as a reason for being idle was responded by a 
significant proportion of children (about 37 percent). A significant proportion of children 
in the age groups 10-14 and 15-17 years did not report a specific reason for being idle (18 
percent and 21%, respectively). Except Addis Ababa, in all the other regions at least 7 in 
10 idle children reported being 'too young' as a major reason for idleness. 



 

  

Table 4.4   Percentage Distribution of Idle Children Aged 5-17 Years by Reason for Being                
                   Idle and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

  RReeaassoonnss  ffoorr  iiddlleenneessss    
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
TToottaall  iiddllee  
cchhiillddrreenn  

  
SSiicckk    

  
DDiissaabblleedd  

  
TToooo  yyoouunngg  

  
BBeeggggiinngg  

LLooiitteerriinngg  
iinn  tthhee  
ssttrreeeettss  

  
OOtthheerrss  

NNoott  
ssttaatteedd  

UUrrbbaann++RRuurraall                  
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  11993300667700  44..00 11..22 8811..99 00..11 00..66  44..00  88..33
    MMaallee  994477116677  33..33 11..11 8833..55 00..11 00..66  33..55  77..99
    FFeemmaallee  998833550033  44..88 11..22 8800..33 00..11 00..55  44..44  88..66
UUrrbbaann        
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  115566995511  66..11 11..33 7733..77 00..66 11..99  77..55  88..99
    MMaallee  7788779900  44..33 00..99 7755..00 00..44 22..22  88..00  99..33
    FFeemmaallee  7788116611  88..00 11..88 7722..44 00..77 11..66  77..00  88..55
RRuurraall        
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  11777733771199  33..88 11..22 8822..66 00..11 00..44  33..77  88..22
    MMaallee  886688337777  33..22 11..11 8844..33 00..11 00..44  33..11  77..88
    FFeemmaallee  990055334422  44..55 11..22 8811..00 00..00 00..44  44..22  88..66
AAggee        
    55--99  11779944997722  22..11 00..88 8866..55 00..11 00..22  22..77  77..55
    1100--1144  9966118844  2255..88 55..11 2288..88 00..00 22..99  1199..88  1177..66
    1155--1177  3399551144  3366..77 88..22 11..88 00..00 1100..00  2222..55  2200..77
RReeggiioonn        
    TTiiggrraayy  223355778822  33..44 00..99 8855..44 00..22 00..33  33..00  66..88
    AAffffaarr**  66227700  44..99 22..77 8811..00 00..00 00..11  11..66  99..77
    AAmmhhaarraa  558833222211  33..44 11..00 8855..44 00..22 00..77  22..88  66..66
    OOrroommiiaa  667755442222  55..77 11..44 7799..55 00..11 00..66  44..11  88..66
    SSoommaallee****  2222119922  55..33 00..88 8855..44 00..00 00..88  44..11  33..77
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
        GGuummuuzz  

2222553399  22..33 11..66 7788..33 00..00 00..44  99..11  88..44

    SSNNNNPP  335544993366  22..33 11..00 8800..11 00..00 00..33  55..11  1111..11
    GGaammbbeellllaa  55554400  44..99 11..66 7755..44 00..00 00..55  66..88  1100..88
    HHaarrrraarree  33550011  55..55 11..77 7788..00 00..00 22..99  33..77  88..33
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  1166556699  55..99 22..55 4444..77 00..00 33..44  2233..88  1199..77
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  44669999  44..88 66..33 7700..44 00..00 33..00  1100..00  55..44

    FFoorr  **  aanndd  ****  SSeeee  tthhee  nnoottee  oonn  TTaabbllee  44..11    

  

44..33  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  EENNGGAAGGEEDD  IINN  PPRROODDUUCCTTIIVVEE  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  BBYY  TTYYPPEE  OOFF  

OOCCCCUUPPAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  BBRRAANNCCHH  OOFF  EECCOONNOOMMIICC  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  

  
IInn  tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy,,  tthhoossee  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess  wweerree  aasskkeedd  ttoo  rreeppoorrtt  tthhee  ttyyppee  ooff  
wwoorrkk  tthheeyy  wweerree  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  sseeccttoorr  ooff  eemmppllooyymmeenntt..  TTaabbllee  44..55  pprreesseennttss  tthhee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  
ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  yyeeaarrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  ccuurrrreennttllyy  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittyy  bbyy  ttyyppee  ooff  
ooccccuuppaattiioonn  aanndd  sseelleecctteedd  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  vvaarriiaabblleess,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  sseexx,,  aaggee,,  ppllaaccee  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee  aanndd  rreeggiioonn..    
TThhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessuulltt  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  aatt  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  lleevveell  tthhee  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  mmaajjoorriittyy  ((aabboouutt  8888  
ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  IISSCCOO--8888  
ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  ccaatteeggoorryy  iinncclluuddeess  aaccttiivviittiieess  ssuucchh  aass::  --  ssaalleess  aanndd  sseerrvviiccee  
eelleemmeennttaarryy  aaccttiivviittiieess  lliikkee  ssttrreeeett  vveennddiinngg,,  sshhooee  sshhiinniinngg,,  mmeesssseennggeerr  sseerrvviicceess;;  eelleemmeennttaarryy  



 

aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  LLaabboouurr  aaccttiivviittiieess;;  llaabboorreerrss  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  mmiinniinngg,,  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  
mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg,,  ttrraannssppoorrtt  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess..  TThhiiss  nnaattiioonnaall  ooccccuuppaattiioonnaall  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ppaatttteerrnn  
ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  iiss  aa  rreefflleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rruurraall  sseettttiinngg  wwhheerree  aabboouutt  8899  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  rruurraall  wwoorrkkiinngg  
cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess..  IInn  uurrbbaann  sseettttiinnggss,,  
ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  tthhee  rruurraall  oorr  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall,,  vvaarriieedd  aaccttiivviittyy  ttyyppeess  wweerree  rreeppoorrtteedd,,  wwhheerree  aabboouutt  4488  
ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  ooccccuuppaattiioonnaall  ggrroouuppss  ootthheerr  tthhaann  eelleemmeennttaarryy  
ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,  aabboouutt  2266  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  sseerrvviiccee,,  sshhoopp  aanndd  mmaarrkkeett  ssaalleess  wwoorrkkeerrss;;  aanndd  
1199  ppeerrcceenntt  wweerree  ccrraafftt  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  ttrraaddee  wwoorrkkeerrss..  TThhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonnaall  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ppaatttteerrnn  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  bbyy  sseexx  sshhoowwss  ssoommee  vvaarriiaattiioonn  wwhheerree  iinn  bbootthh  tthhee  uurrbbaann  aanndd  rruurraall  aarreeaass  lloowweerr  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  
ooff  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  mmaalleess  wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  
pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  ccrraafftt  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  ttrraaddee  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  tthhoossee  iinn  sseerrvviiccee,,  
sshhoopp  aanndd  mmaarrkkeett  ssaalleess  wwoorrkkss  aarree  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  mmaallee  ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..  TThhee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  
cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess  bbyy  aaggee  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  aallmmoosstt  aallll  ((aabboouutt  9977  ppeerrcceenntt))  ooff  tthhee  
cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tthhee  55--99  aaggee  ggrroouupp  aarree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  SSiimmiillaarr  ppaatttteerrnnss  bbuutt  
lloowweerr  lleevveellss  wwaass  oobbsseerrvveedd  lliikkee  iinn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  uuppppeerr  aaggee  ggrroouuppss,,  wwhhiicchh  iimmpplliieess  aa  ddeecclliinniinngg  
ttrreenndd  aass  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiilldd  iinnccrreeaasseess  ((SSeeee  TTaabbllee  44..55))..  
    
AAss  ccaann  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  TTaabbllee  44..55,,  iinn  aallll  tthhee  rreeggiioonnss  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
eelleemmeennttaarryy  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss..  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,,  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  eelleemmeennttaarryy  
ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  iinn  GGaammbbeellllaa  ((aabboouutt  5544  ppeerrcceenntt)),,  AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  ((aabboouutt  6611  ppeerrcceenntt))  aanndd  HHaarraarrii  ((aabboouutt  
7711  ppeerrcceenntt))  wweerree  rreellaattiivveellyy  lloowweerr  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  tthhee  ootthheerr  rreeggiioonnaall  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  wweerree  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  
hhaavvee  aa  lleevveell  bbeettwweeeenn  7788  aanndd  9911  ppeerrcceenntt..    



 





 

TTaabbllee  44..55    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  aaggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  PPrroodduuccttiivvee    AAccttiivviittiieess  bbyy  OOccccuuppaattiioonnaall  GGrroouupp  aanndd  
                                    SSeelleecctteedd  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  VVaarriiaabblleess::  22000011  
  

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

        TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  

aaccttiivviittyy  

LLeeggiissllaattoorrss,,  
sseenniioorr          

ooffffiicciiaallss  aanndd  
mmaannaaggeerrss  

  
PPrrooffeessss--
iioonnaallss  

TTeecchhnniicciiaannss  aanndd  
aassssoocciiaattee  

pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  

  
  

CClleerrkkss  

SSeerrvviiccee,,  sshhoopp,,  
mmaarrkkeett  ssaalleess  

wwoorrkkeerrss  

SSkkiilllleedd  
aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  aanndd 
ffiisshheerryy  wwoorrkkeerrss  

CCrraaffttss,,  rreellaatteedd  
ttrraaddee  wwoorrkkeerrss  

PPllaanntt,,  mmaacchhiinnee  
ooppeerraattoorrss  aanndd  

aasssseemmbblleerr  

EElleemmeennttaarryy    
ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  

  
  

NNoott  
ssttaatteedd  

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall            
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  99,,448833,,661111  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  22..99  44..22  44..88  00..11  8877..66  00..33  
    MMaallee    55,,774455,,888866  00..00  00..00  00..11  00..00  11..77  55..33  11..22  00..00  9911..55  00..33  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,773377,,772255  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  44..99  22..44  1100..44  00..22  8811..77  00..44  
UUrrbbaann                          
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  445533,,996666  00..00  00..11  00..55  00..33  2255..55  22..00  1199..00  00..55  5511..77  00..44  
    MMaallee    222255,,225500  00..00  00..00  11..00  00..33  2222..66  33..33  1144..22  00..77  5577..33  00..66  
    FFeemmaallee  222288,,771166  00..00  00..22  00..11  00..44  2288..33  00..66  2233..99  00..22  4466..11  00..33  
RRuurraall                        
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  99,,002299,,664455  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  11..88  44..33  44..11  00..11  8899..44  00..33  
    MMaallee    55,,552200,,663366  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..88  55..44  00..66  00..00  9922..99  00..33  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,550099,,000099  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  33..33  22..55  99..55  00..22  8844..00  00..44  
AAggee                        
      55--99  33,,335555,,338822  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..55  11..11  11..00  00..00  9977..11  00..33  
    1100--1144  44,,007788,,999922  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  33..22  33..66  55..44  00..11  8877..33  00..33  
    1155--1177  22,,004499,,223355  00..00  00..00  00..11  00..00  66..44  1100..22  99..99  00..33  7722..77  00..44  
RReeggiioonn                        
      TTiiggrraayy  552266,,223388  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  22..00  22..11  77..11  00..22  8888..44  00..33  
      AAffffaarr**  3377,,443322  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..11  55..55  00..99  55..88  00..00  8877..77  00..00  
      AAmmhhaarraa  22,,771100,,111111  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  11..88  22..66  44..11  00..00  9911..44  00..11  
      OOrroommiiyyaa  33,,885500,,222299  00..00  00..00  00..11  00..00  33..66  55..22  55..88  00..11  8844..88  00..44  
      SSoommaallee****  7766,,223322  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  66..22  11..33  55..11  00..11  8877..11  00..11  
      BBeenniisshhaanngguull--        
            GGuummuuzz  

7733,,222266  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  33..11  77..88  1100..55  00..22  7788..11  00..44  

      SSNNNNPP  22,,110022,,665588  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  22..88  44..88  22..44  00..33  8899..33  00..33  
      GGaammbbeellllaa  1111,,994433  00..00  00..00  00..11  00..44  77..00  1111..77  2266..99  00..00  5533..77  00..33  
      HHaarraarrii  1100,,443355  00..00  00..00  00..11  00..00  2200..33  66..99  00..77  00..11  7711..22  00..66  
      AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6655,,117711  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..00  1155..11  11..00  2211..55  00..88  6600..77  00..77  
      DDiirree  DDaawwaa  1199,,993355  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  99..99  11..22  55..66  00..33  8822..22  00..88  
For *and ** see the note on table 4.1 



 

In Gambella Region and Addis Ababa Administration a considerable proportion of 
children, that is, about 27 percent and 22 percent, respectively, were craft and related 
trade workers compared to the other regional states.  About 20 percent and 15 percent of 
children engaged in productive activity in Harari and Addis Ababa were service, shop 
and market sales workers, in that order.  
  
Regarding the distribution of children by industrial division, Table 4.6 shows that at 
country level, 91 percent of the children were engaged in agriculture, hunting, fishery 
and forestry.  The national average is a reflection of the rural setting, however, in the 
urban areas about 24 percent of the children were engaged in the agriculture sector. The 
highest proportion (about 25 percent) of children in the urban areas were engaged in 
trade and repair of vehicles including repair of personal and household goods. The other 
important industrial divisions employing significant proportion of children are private 
households; and hotels and restaurants industrial divisions. In these sectors the 
proportion of female children out-numbered that of males.  The survey result also 
revealed that the proportion of children engaged in agriculture, hunting, fishery and 
forestry tends to decrease, as the child gets older. The distribution of children engaged in 
productive activity shows some variation among regions, which is primarily a reflection 
of the effect of the level of urbanization of the regions. In this respect the most evident 
situation is observed in Addis Ababa (the most urbanized, with 98 percent urban 
population) where only 9 percent of working children are engaged in agriculture, 
hunting, fishery and forestry industrial divisions.  Still a peculiar situation is observed in 
Addis Ababa, where 4 in 10 of children, engaged in productive sectors were found to be 
employees of private households, that is, paid homemakers.  In Addis Ababa, unlike the 
other regions, about 18 percent of the children are engaged in manufacturing economic 
sector and 2 in 10 children are working in wholesale and retail trade, repair of vehicles, 
personal and household goods. In Harari and Dire Dawa Administrative, wholesale and 
retail trading, repairing of vehicles, personal and household goods economic sector has 
hosted a significant proportion of children, that is, 19.4 percent and 12.1 percent in that 
order. 





 

TTaabbllee  44..66    PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  PPrroodduuccttiivvee  AAccttiivviittiieess  bbyy  IInndduussttrriiaall  DDiivviissiioonnss  aanndd    

                                    SSeelleecctteedd  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  VVaarriiaabblleess::  22000011  
  

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  

eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess             

  
AAggrriiccuullttuurree  

hhuunnttiinngg  
ffiisshheerryy  aanndd  

ffoorreessttrryy  

  
MMiinniinngg  

aanndd  
qquuaarrrryyiinngg  

  
MMaannuuffaacc

ttuurriinngg  

  
EElleeccttrriicciittyy,,  
ggaass,,  wwaatteerr  

ssuuppppllyy  

  
CCoonnssttrr
uuccttiioonn  

  
WWhhoollee  ssaallee,,  rreettaaiill

ttrraaddee  ,,rreeppaaiirr  ooff  
vveehhiicclleess  ,,ppeerrssoonnaall
hhoouusseehhoolldd  ggooooddss  

  
HHootteell  aanndd  
rreessttaauurraannttss  

  
TTrraannssppoorrtt,,  
ssttoorraaggee,,  

ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  

  
FFiinnaannccee  

,,iinnssuurraannccee,,  
rreeaall  eessttaattee,,  

bbuussss..sseerrvviiccee  

  
CCoommmmuunniittyy,,  

ssoocciiaall,,  
ppeerrssoonnaall  
sseerrvviicceess  

PPrriivvaattee  
hhoouusseehhoollddss  wwiitthh  

eemmppllooyyeedd  
ppeerrssoonnss  

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  

UUrrbbaann  ++RRuurraall         

    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  99,,448833,,660077  9911..00  00..00  11..99  00..00  00..33  22..88  11..66  00..11  00..00  11..00  11..00  00..33  
      MMaallee    55,,774455,,888855  9955..11  00..00  00..77  00..00  00..44  11..77  00..44  00..11  00..00  11..00  00..22  00..22  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,773377,,772222  8844..55  00..00  33..88  00..11  00..22  44..55  33..55  00..00  00..00  00..99  22..11  00..33  

UUrrbbaann                              
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  445533,,996655  2244..33  00..11  1122..55  00..44  00..77  2244..77  1122..55  11..11  00..44  77..33  1155..44  00..44  
    MMaallee    222255,,225511  3366..55  00..11  1100..00  00..11  11..22  2244..88  66..44  22..22  00..88  1133..33  44..00  00..66  
    FFeemmaallee  222288,,771144  1122..33  00..11  1144..99  00..88  00..33  2244..66  1188..66  00..00  00..00  11..55  2266..66  00..33  
RRuurraall                            
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  99,,002299,,664422  9944..33  00..00  11..44  00..00  00..33  11..77  11..11  00..00  00..00  00..77  00..22  00..33  
    MMaallee    55,,552200,,663344  9977..55  00..00  00..33  00..00  00..33  00..88  00..22  00..00  00..00  00..55  00..11  00..22  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,550099,,000088  8899..33  00..00  33..11  00..00  00..22  33..22  22..55  00..00  00..00  00..88  00..55  00..33  
  AAggee                            
    55--99  33,,335555,,338822  9977..77  00..00  00..44  00..00  00..11  00..44  00..66  00..00  00..00  00..33  00..33  00..22  
    1100--1144  44,,007788,,999933  9900..66  00..00  22..00  00..00  00..33  33..00  11..77  00..11  00..00  11..00  11..00  00..33  
    1155--1177  22,,004499,,223366  8800..77  00..00  44..33  00..11  00..77  66..44  33..22  00..22  00..11  22..00  22..00  00..33  
RReeggiioonn                            
      TTiiggrraayy  552266,,223377  8899..44  00..22  22..99  00..00  11..22  11..88  11..44  00..00  00..22  11..66  11..00  00..33  
      AAffffaarr**  3377,,443333  8888..33  00..00  33..00  00..00  00..00  22..33  33..55  00..00  00..33  00..33  22..44  00..00  
      AAmmhhaarraa  22,,771100,,111111  9944..11  00..00  11..55  00..00  00..22  11..66  11..11  00..00  00..00  00..88  00..55  00..11  
      OOrroommiiaa  33,,885500,,223300  9900..00  00..00  22..00  00..00  00..33  33..55  22..22  00..11  00..00  00..99  00..66  00..44  
      SSoommaallee****  7766,,223311  8877..00  00..00  00..88  11..99  00..11  44..77  11..77  00..00  00..22  11..44  22..00  00..11  
      BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
            GGuummuuzz  

7733,,222244  8811..66  00..11  33..77  00..00  33..22  22..22  66..00  00..00  00..00  11..66  11..22  00..44  

      SSNNNNPP  22,,110022,,665588  9922..55  00..00  11..44  00..00  00..11  22..88  11..11  00..11  00..00  00..88  00..99  00..33  
      GGaammbbeellllaa  1111,,994433  7744..99  00..00  33..44  00..00  00..77  44..88  88..11  00..00  00..33  22..00  55..55  00..33  
      HHaarraarrii  1100,,443344  7722..77  00..00  00..88  00..00  00..44  1199..44  00..66  00..66  00..00  33..33  11..66  00..77  
      AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6655,,117722  99..00  00..00  1177..99  00..00  11..88  1199..44  22..00  11..00  00..00  88..88  3399..44  00..77  
      DDiirraa  DDaawwaa  1199,,993355  7722..66  00..33  22..00  00..00  11..00  1122..11  11..00  00..00  00..00  22..22  77..99  00..99  

FFoorr  **  aanndd  ****  SSeeee  tthhee  nnoottee  oonn  TTaabbllee  44..11    



 

44..44  EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT  SSTTAATTUUSS  OOFF  CCHHIILLDDRREENN    

 
Those children who were currently engaged in productive (economic) activities were 
asked about their status in employment.  Based on the responses the results are presented 
in Table 4.7. Accordingly, the overwhelming majority (about 92 percent) of children 
engaged in productive activities at the national level work for their families without 
payment.  Similar levels and patterns were observed for the rural areas; however, in the 
urban areas the employment status of nearly half of children engaged in productive 
activities is outside the family. The self- employed and the domestic employees took the 
next significant shares, 19.4 percent and 11.9 percent, respectively. Unlike the rural 
areas, a more pronounced gender disparity in the distribution of children was observed 
in the urban areas where more females are domestic employees. The converse is true in 
the unpaid family workers, self-employed and employees in non-domestic employment 
categories where the proportion of males is higher in these categories. In general, 
domestic employment seems exclusively left for female children while male children are 
more likely to be engaged in non-domestic activities such as self-employment. A clear 
declining pattern was observed in the distribution of children engaged in unpaid family 
works by age, that is, as the age of the child increases the tendency to work as unpaid 
family worker declines.  
 
Except Addis Ababa, in all the other regions a high proportion of unpaid family workers 
and a similar status in employment distribution pattern was observed, where the 
proportion ranges from 84 percent to 94 percent (See Table 4.7). In Addis Ababa, about 
64 percent were employed outside unpaid family work employment status groups, that is, 
about 27 percent, 13.5 percent, 13.8 percent and 8.7 percent; domestic employees, 
employees other than domestic, self-employed and others, in that order.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

Table 4.7  Percentage Distribution of Children who were Engaged in Productive Activities Aged 5-17 Years by Status in Employment and 
      Selected Background Variables: 2001 

    
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

TToottaall  
CChhiillddrreenn  

eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  

aaccttiivviittyy  

  
DDoommeessttiicc  
EEmmppllooyyeeee  

  
EEmmppllooyyeeee
ootthheerr  tthhaann
ddoommeessttiicc  

  
  

EEmmppllooyyeerr  

  
SSeellff  

eemmppllooyyeedd  

  
UUnnppaaiidd  
ffaammiillyy  
wwoorrkkeerr  

  
  

AApppprreennttiicc
ee  

  
MMeemmbbeerr  

OOff  
ccooooppeerraattiivv

eess  

  
  

OOtthheerrss  

  
  

NNoott  
SSttaatteedd  

UUrrbbaann  ++RRuurraall                      
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  99,,448833,,661100  00..99  33..00  00..00  33..00  9922..33  00..11  00..00  00..44  00..33  
    MMaallee  55,,774455,,888866  00..44  44..11  00..00  22..22  9922..66  00..11  00..00  00..33  00..33  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,773377,,772244  11..88  11..33  00..00  44..11  9911..77  00..00  00..00  00..66  00..44  
UUrrbbaann                      
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  445533,,996677  1111..99  88..22  00..00  1199..44  5533..99  11..66  00..11  44..77  00..44  
    MMaallee  222255,,225511  22..00  1111..33  00..00  2222..88  5577..22  22..99  00..22  22..99  00..55  
    FFeemmaallee  222288,,771166  2211..55  55..11  00..00  1155..99  5500..77  00..22  00..00  66..44  00..22  
RRuurraall                      
    BBootthh  sseexxeess  99,,002299,,664433  00..44  22..88  00..00  22..11  9944..22  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..33  
    MMaallee  55,,552200,,663355  00..33  33..88  00..00  11..33  9944..11  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..33  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,550099,,000088  00..55  11..11  00..00  33..44  9944..44  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..44  
AAggee                      
    55--99  33,,335555,,338822  00..22  11..22  00..00  00..77  9977..55  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..33  
    1100--1144  44,,007788,,999911  00..99  33..22  00..00  22..66  9922..44  00..11  00..00  00..44  00..33  
    1155--1177  22,,004499,,223377  22..22  55..66  00..00  77..33  8833..55  00..22  00..00  00..66  00..44  
RReeggiioonn                      
    TTiiggrraayy  552266,,223388  11..22  33..88  00..11  22..33  9922..00  00..33  00..00  00..11  00..22  
    AAffffaarr**  3377,,443344  22..55  22..44  00..00  11..00  9944..11  00..00  00..00  00..00  00..00  
    AAmmhhaarraa  22,,771100,,111111  00..99  44..11  00..00  11..55  9933..22  00..11  00..00  00..22  00..11  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  33,,885500,,222299  00..77  33..22  00..00  33..55  9911..66  00..11  00..00  00..44  00..55  
    SSoommaallee****  7766,,223322  11..88  11..55  00..00  66..22  8899..99  00..11  00..00  00..44  00..22  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz  7733,,222266  11..11  22..99  00..00  44..77  9900..77  00..00  00..00  00..22  00..44  
    SSNNNNPP  22,,110022,,665577  00..55  00..88  00..00  33..55  9944..22  00..11  00..00  00..55  00..33  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  1111,,994433  00..77  33..88  00..00  99..99  8844..77  00..00  00..00  00..88  00..00  
    HHaarraarrii  1100,,443344  11..88  11..99  00..00  88..44  8877..33  00..00  00..00  00..33  00..44  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6655,,117700  2266..88  1133..55  00..00  1133..88  3344..88  11..77  00..00  88..77  00..88  



 

    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  1199,,993355  55..11  33..77  00..00  33..22  8833..66  22..00  00..00  22..33  00..11  
FFoorr  **  aanndd  ****  SSeeee  tthhee  nnoottee  oonn  TTaabbllee  44..11    



 

 

44..55      RREEAASSOONNSS  FFOORR  WWOORRKKIINNGG  
  
This survey has collected information on main reason that urged children to be currently 
engaged in productive activities. Table 4.8 presents the results classified by selected 
background variables.  As the data in the table shows, at country level, two in three 
children reported 'to assist household enterprise' and one in four children 'to supplement 
household income' as the main reason for being currently engage in economic activities. 
In the urban areas the pattern is different where an almost equal proportion (37 percent) 
of children reported reason for work 'to supplement household income' and 'to assist 
household enterprise' (32 percent). 

 
The proportion of children who work to assist household enterprise decreases as the age 
of the child increases, while the converse holds true in the case of those who work to 
supplement household income. The distribution pattern of the responses concerning why 
children are working seems similar in all the regions, except in Addis Ababa.  In Addis 
Ababa, which is the most urbanized, the highest proportion (about 32 percent) of 
children engaged in productive activities, reported as reason 'to supplement household 
income' while a relatively lower percentages (about 23 percent) 'to assist household 
enterprise' and about 19 percent stated ‘to help self’ as reasons for working. Besides, in 
this region lack of suitable condition for education or training program is reported by a 
significant proportion of children (about 8 percent) as compared to other administrative 
regions. In Gambella and Benishangul-Gumuz Regions a significant proportion, about 14 
percent and 11 percent, respectively, of children stated a reason that they are working to 
gain work experience.  

  





 

Table 4.8  Percentage Distribution of  Children Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in productive activities 
                   by Reason for Working and Selected  Background Variables: 2001 

RReeaassoonnss  ffoorr  WWoorrkkiinngg    
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  VVaarriiaabblleess  

TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

TToo  
ssuupppplleemmeenntt  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  

iinnccoommee  

  
TToo  ppaayy  ddeebbtt  

  
TToo  aassssiisstt  

hhoouusseehhoolldd  
eenntteerrpprriissee  

NNoo  ssuuiittaabbllee  
ccoonnddiittiioonn  ffoorr  
eedduuccaattiioonn  oorr  

ttrraaiinniinngg  

EEdduuccaattiioonn//  
ttrraaiinniinngg  

iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  
aarree  ttoooo  ffaarr  

  
FFoorr  wwoorrkk  

eexxppeerriieennccee  

  
  

TToo  hheellpp  sseellff  

  
  

OOtthheerrss  

  
  

NNoott  ssttaatteedd  

UUrrbbaann++RRuurraall      
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  99448833660099  2233..88  00..11  6666..00  00..88  00..33  44..11  22..99  00..22  11..88
      MMaallee  55774455888877  2233..99  00..11  6666..33  00..88  00..33  33..99  22..88  00..22  11..66
    FFeemmaallee  33773377772222  2233..77  00..11  6655..55  00..77  00..22  44..66  22..99  00..33  22..00
UUrrbbaann                    
    BBootthh  SSeexx33eess  445533996655  3377..00  00..22  3322..00  33..44  00..44  88..22  1122..22  11..55  55..11
    MMaallee  222255225522  3344..66  00..22  3355..11  33..77  00..55  99..55  99..44  11..11  55..77
    FFeemmaallee  222288771133  3399..33  00..22  2299..00  33..11  00..22  77..00  1155..00  11..88  44..55
RRuurraall                    
    BBootthh  SSeexxeess  99002299664444  2233..11  00..11  6677..77  00..66  00..33  33..99  22..44  00..22  11..66
    MMaallee  55552200663355  2233..55  00..11  6677..66  00..77  00..33  33..66  22..66  00..22  11..55
    FFeemmaallee  33550099000099  2222..77  00..11  6677..99  00..66  00..22  44..44  22..11  00..22  11..88
AAggee                    
    55--99  33335555338811  1188..55  00..11  7700..77  00..88  00..55  55..88  11..44  00..22  22..00
    1100--1144  44007788999911  2244..99  00..11  6666..33  00..66  00..22  33..44  22..88  00..33  11..55
    1155--1177  22004499223377  3300..33  00..00  5577..77  11..11  00..11  22..99  55..44  00..33  22..11
RReeggiioonn                    
    TTiiggrraayy  552266223399  2277..88  00..11  6600..44  00..55  00..22  66..00  22..00  00..22  22..77
    AAffffaarr**  3377443355  2244..99  00..11  6622..99  00..44  00..88  55..99  33..33  00..44  11..33
    AAmmhhaarraa  22771100111111  2299..66  00..11  6600..99  00..55  00..55  33..99  22..77  00..22  11..55
    OOrroommiiaa  33885500223311  2211..33  00..00  6688..77  00..99  00..22  33..99  33..00  00..22  11..77
    SSoommaallee****  7766223311  1188..55  00..22  7722..11  00..22  22..00  33..33  11..88  00..55  11..55
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--        
        GGuummuuzz  

7733222244  3355..77  00..11  4455..00  11..88  11..00  1100..66  22..55  00..33  33..11

    SSNNNNPP  22110022665588  1199..33  00..22  7711..11  00..77  00..11  44..00  22..55  00..22  11..99
    GGaammbbeellllaa  1111994422  1188..99  00..00  4499..33  44..44  00..55  1133..77  66..77  00..00  66..55
    HHaarrrraarree  1100443355  3300..88  00..33  5533..44  00..99  00..00  55..77  33..55  00..33  55..11
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6655117711  3311..66  00..00  2222..99  88..22  00..44  77..99  1188..88  22..11  88..22
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  1199993355  1199..99  00..11  6644..44  11..99  00..99  44..11  55..11  00..88  22..88

FFoorr  **aanndd    ****  SSeeee  tthhee  nnoottee  oonn  TTaabbllee  44..11    



 

  
  

CCHHAAPPTTEERR  55  

  

CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNSS  OOFF  WWOORRKKIINNGG  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  
  
55..11  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  
  
The previous chapter summarized the status of children aged 5-17 years in terms of productive 
activity, housekeeping activity, schooling, and idleness. In this chapter, some selected 
important condition of working children will be discussed. The topics dealt with in this chapter 
include number of hours worked, terms of payment, saving from income, work relationship, 
injury, use of protective wear while working, job satisfaction, effect of work on schooling, 
future plan, and age at the start of work. 
  
55..22  HHOOUURRSS  OOFF  WWOORRKK  IINN  PPRROODDUUCCTTIIVVEE  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  
  
Information on the type of work a child has done and the number of hours spent for the activity 
has great importance to understand the extent of child labour. In the survey, data on hours of 
work was collected by asking the actual and usual number of hours children have worked in 
the reference period. All children who were engaged in productive activities during the seven 
days prior to the date of interview were asked to provide the total number of hours worked in 
the reference period. Hours of work in productive activity excludes hours paid for but not 
worked, such as paid leave, paid sick leave or paid public holidays.  Also, meal breaks, time 
spent on travel to and from work /for those who have specified place of work/ and hours spent 
on household activities and apprenticeship (i.e. those who simply attend but not participating in 
the actual work) were not considered as working hours.  For employed persons who were not 
at work but with formal job attachment during the seven days prior to the date of interview, 
number of hours worked was recorded as zero.  
  
In developing countries like Ethiopia, where the majority of the population are illiterate and the 
understanding of time concept is very low, it may not be expected to collect reliable 
information on number of hours of worked during the reference period.  Moreover, thus 
memory lapse and lack of knowledge may affect the reliability of the data collected. Also, the 
absence of standard measurement criteria of working hours in the activities of the various 
sectors in the country and the irregular nature of working hours for the majority of the 
activities in the informal sectors, worsen the difficulty for the respondent in telling the exact 
number of hours worked especially when the reference period is longer (in this survey the 



 

reference period was one week). Considering the inherent data collection problems with regard 
to hours of work, the accuracy of the data on hours of work should be accepted with caution.  

TTaabbllee  55..11      PPeerrcceennttaaggee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn  AAggeedd  55--1177  YYeeaarrss  wwhhoo  wweerree  CCuurrrreennttllyy      
                                      EEnnggaaggeedd    iinn  PPrroodduuccttiivvee  AAccttiivviittiieess  bbyy  SSeexx,,  AAggee  GGrroouupp  aanndd  NNuummbbeerr  ooff  HHoouurrss      

                                      WWoorrkkeedd  PPeerr  WWeeeekk::  22000011  

  
HHoouurrss  WWoorrkkeedd  PPeerr  WWeeeekk  

                  

  
  

AAggee  GGrroouupp  
aanndd  SSeexx  

TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  00  11--44  44--1122 1133--2211 2222--3300  3311--3399 4400--4488 4499--5577 5588--7744  7755++  

  
AAvveerraaggee
NNoo..  ooff  
hhoouurrss  

WWoorrkkeedd 
AAllll  AAggeess            
BBootthh  sseexxeess  99,,448833,,661100  00..22  00..11 1155..88 2200..00 1177..88 1122..33 1111..11 1100..22  1100..11  22..33  3322..88
        MMaallee  55,,774455,,888855  00..22  00..00 1122..44 1188..33 1177..22 1133..00 1122..11 1111..66  1122..33  22..99  3355..44
        FFeemmaallee  33,,773377,,772255  00..22  00..11 2211..00 2222..88 1188..99 1111..11 99..55 88..22  66..88  11..44  2288..88
55--99            
BBootthh  sseexxeess  33,,335555,,338822  00..00  00..00 1122..88 1166..33 1155..88 1122..33 1133..00 1144..00  1133..22  22..66  3366..44
        MMaallee  22,,110055,,001166  00..00  00..00 1100..44 1144..33 1155..22 1122..77 1133..66 1155..33  1155..22  33..33  3388..77
        FFeemmaallee  11,,225500,,336666  00..11  00..00 1166..88 1199..88 1166..88 1111..77 1111..99 1111..77  99..88  11..44  3322..66
1100--1144            
BBootthh  sseexxeess  44,,007788,,999944  00..22  00..11 1166..66 2211..77 1188..77 1111..99 99..99 99..00  99..66  22..44  3311..77
        MMaallee  22,,444499,,335500  00..22  00..11 1133..11 2200..33 1177..55 1122..55 1111..11 1100..11  1122..22  33..00  3344..44
        FFeemmaallee  11,,662299,,664444  00..11  00..11 2211..88 2233..99 2200..66 1100..99 88..00 77..33  55..88  11..44  2277..66
1155--1177            
BBootthh  sseexxeess  22,,004499,,223344  00..66  00..11 1199..22 2222..88 1199..33 1133..11 1100..66 66..55  66..00  11..88  2288..99
        MMaallee  11,,119911,,551199  00..55  00..11 1144..55 2211..11 1199..99 1144..88 1111..77 77..99  77..33  22..22  3311..44
        FFeemmaallee  885577,,771155  00..77  00..11 2255..77 2255..11 1188..66 1100..66 99..00 44..77  44..33  11..22  2255..55
  
  
The data in Table 5.1 shows the percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who were 
engaged in productive activities by sex and five-years age group and by the number of hours 
worked during the seven days prior to the date of interview. The result depicts that the average 
number of hours worked by children aged 5-17 years during the reference week amounts to 
32.8 hours. A third of the children who were engaged in productive activity work for 40 hours 
or more. About twelve percent of children worked at least 58 hours, which is equivalent to 
working about eight hours on each days of the week. Male children were found to be working 
longer hours in productive activities than female children, that is, on average about 35 hours 
for males and about 29 hours for females in the reference week. 
  
Average number of hours worked per week is inversely related to the age of children. That is, 
the number of hours worked for the lowest age group (5-9 years) was 36.4 hours while for the 
highest age group (15-17 years) it was 28.9 hours. Average number of hours worked among 
male children declined from 38.7 hours for the age group 5-9 years to 31.4 hours for the age 
group 15-17 years. Similarly among female children, average number of hours worked per 



 

week declined from 32.6 hours for the age category 5-9 years to 25.5 hours for age category 
15-17 years. In all age groups males were observed to work more hours than females (See 
Table 5.1). 
 
Table 5.2 presents average number of hours worked during the last seven days by 
urban/rural residence and sex classified by age group and regions. The data revealed that 
rural children spend more hours on productive activity than urban children, 32.9 hours 
and 29.4 hours, respectively. This is particularly true among male children, while for the 
females' higher average hours of work was reported in urban areas. The downward 
trend in average number of hours worked as age increases that was observed for the total 
country holds true for the rural areas, while in the urban areas a fluctuation was 
observed. In urban areas, average number of hours worked for female children goes-up 
as age increases, while for the males no such pattern was observed.  
 
Regional comparison of average hours of work during the week prior to the date of 
interview shows that children of Somali and Afar regions worked the longest hour, that 
is, 46.7 and 42.4 hours, respectively. While children in Benishangul-Gumuz and 
Gambella regions spent the shortest hours, 19.6 and 19.1 hours, respectively. In Harari, 
Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa female children tend to work longer hours than male 
children. 
 
Table 5.2  Average Number of Hours Worked During the Reference Week of   
                  Children Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in Productive Activity by   
                  Selected Background Variables: 2001 

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  
       
TToottaall  3322..77 3355..33 2288..77 2299..44  2288..33  3300..55  3322..99 3355..66 2288..66
AAggee        
      55--99  3366..44 3388..77 3322..66 2277..55  3300..44  2233..99  3366..55 3388..88 3322..77
      1100--1144  3311..66 3344..44 2277..66 2277..33  2255..88  2288..77  3311..99 3344..88 2277..55
      1155--1177  2288..88 3311..33 2255..33 3322  3300..44  3333..44  2288..44 3311..44 2244..11
Region       
   Tigray 3355..33 3377..44 3322 3355..44  3344..33  3366..11  3355..33 3377..55 3311..77
      AAffffaarr  4422..44 4455..22 3388..66 4433..33  3399..44  4466..22  4422..33 4455..88 3377..11
   Amhara 3366..88 4411..33 2299..66 2277..99  2288..55  2277..44  3377..11 4411..77 2299..77
      OOrroommiiyyaa  3300..88 3322..55 2288..22 2255..44  2255..55  2255..33  3311..11 3322..88 2288..44
      SSoommaallii  4466..77 4488..33 4444..55 3355..33  3355..66  3355..11  4488..66 5500..22 4466..44
      BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
            GGuummuuzz  1199..66 2211..11 1177..99 2222..66  2222..55  2222..66  1199..44 2211 1177..44
      SSNNNNPP  2299..99 3322 2266..66 2299..88  2288..44  3311..11  2299..99 3322..11 2266..55
      GGaammbbeellllaa  1199..11 1188..99 1199..22 2200..55  2200..44  2200..66  1188..88 1188..77 1188..99
      HHaarraarrii  2277..88 2277..66 2288..11 3311..44  3300..44  3333..22  2277 2277..11 2277
      AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  3399..33 3355..55 4411..88 3399..44  3344..66  4422..33  3377..99 4422..11 3300..88
      DDiirree  DDaawwaa  3388..88 3388..11 3399..77 3399..55  3344..55  4444..88  3388..66 3399 3377..99
 



 

 
Table 5.3 shows the distribution of average number of hours worked per week of children 
engaged in productive activity by employment status, sex and place of residence.  As can be 
seen from the table, the highest average number of hours worked per week was registered 
by employees (49.1 hours for domestic and 48.5 hours for non-domestic employees) 
followed by unpaid family workers (32.3 hours); and the least average hours of work was 
registered by self-employed children (25.2 hours). The longest hours of work in urban areas 
was registered by domestic employees while in rural areas it was registered by employees of 
non-domestic activity. The average number of hours worked by domestic employees, 
children engaged in apprentices and those categorized in the others category work relatively 
longer hours in urban areas compared to rural areas.  

 
Table 5.3   Average Number of Hours Worked During the Last Seven Days of Children 
                   Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in Productive Activity by Sex,   
                   Urban/Rural Residence and Employment Status:  2001 

Average number of hours worked per week 
UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  UUrrbbaann  RRuurraall  

 
Employment Status 

 TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee TToottaall  MMaallee  FFeemmaallee  
TToottaall  wwoorrkkiinngg    
      CChhiillddrreenn  3322..77 3355..33 2288..77 2299..44 2288..33 3300..55 3322..99 3355..66 2288..66
DDoommeessttiicc  eemmppllooyyeeee  4499..11 4499..00 4499..11 5511..88 5511..55 5511..88 4444..99 4488..22 4422..33
EEmmppllooyyeeee  ootthheerr      
      tthhaann  DDoommeessttiicc    
      eemmppllooyyeeeess  4488..55 4499..88 4422..00 4444..77 4455..55 4422..99 4499..00 5500..33 4411..77
EEmmppllooyyeerr  3300..77 3300..11 3311..99 2288..44 2288..44 00..00 3300..77 3300..22 3311..99
SSeellff--eemmppllooyyeedd  2255..22 2277..55 2233..44 2244..44 2266..33 2211..77 2255..66 2288..33 2233..99
UUnnppaaiidd  FFaammiillyy      
        WWoorrkkeerr  3322..33 3344..99 2288..33 2244..11 2255..00 2233..11 3322..55 3355..11 2288..55
AApppprreennttiicceess  2277..88 2288..33 2244..88 3300..88 2299..77 4455..44 2200..66 2233..88 1133..99
OOtthheerrss  2277..88 2255..33 2299..66 2288..00 2233..00 3300..44 2277..55 2277..22 2277..99
NNoott  SSttaatteedd  3311..33 3300..00 3322..77 2233..22 2255..44 1155..99 3311..77 3300..44 3333..22
  
  
55..33  HHOOUURRSS  WWOORRKKEEDD  IINN  UUNNPPAAIIDD  DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY    
  
Usual hours of work were collected for those children aged 5-17 years who were engaged in 
housekeeping activities. In this section  usual number of hours worked in a day of those 
children who have been engaged in housekeeping activities on daily basis will be presented 
(See Table 5.4).  
  
At national level the highest proportion (35.6 percent) of children who work in domestic 
activities without pay on daily basis usually spent 3-4 hours a day. About 21 percent and 19 
percent of children work 5-6 hours and 1-2 hours in a day, respectively. Only 3 percent of 
children put less than an hour in a day. At least three in four children in all age categories put 3 
hours or more in a day.  As expected, female children appear to engage for longer hours in 



 

domestic activity than their male counterparts. In all the regions (except Gambella Region) the 
majority of children put 3-4 hours a day in domestic activity.  
 
 
Table 5.4   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in            
                   Housekeeping Activities on Daily Basis by Number of Hours Worked in a Day        
                   and  Selected Background Variables: 2001 

Usual Number of Hours Worked in a Day 
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

  

TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn  
wwoorrkk  iinn    

ddoommeessttiicc  
aaccttiivviittiieess  oonn  ddaaiillyy

bbaassiiss    <<11      
    

11--22    33--44      55--66      77--88  9+ 
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd    
TToottaall  1100,,007722,,008844 33..00 1199..00 3355..66 2200..66 1122..33 8.9 0.7
SSeexx      
    MMaallee  44,,449977,,442233 33..22 1199..55 3333..88 1188..44 1133..00       1111..22 00..77
    FFeemmaallee  55,,557744,,666611 22..99 1188..55 3377..00 2222..33 1111..88 77..00 00..66
AAggee      
    55--99    33,,774411,,113388 44..55 2222..77 3322..88 1188..44 1122..22 88..88 00..66
    1100--1144  44,,229999,,440033 22..22 1188..00 3388..66 2200..55 1111..55 88..66 00..77
    1155--1177  22,,003311,,554422 22..00 1144..22 3344..33 2244..77 1144..33 99..88 00..88
RReeggiioonn      
    TTiiggrraayy  660033,,558888 22..66 2211..66 3377..22 1199..00 99..99 88..55 11..22
    AAffffaarr  2266,,997755 22..88 1166..44 2288..00 2244..99 1177..55 88..99 11..55
    AAmmhhaarraa  22,,332288,,007799 33..22 1177..22 3333..44 1199..11 1133..66       1133..11 00..55
    OOrroommiiyyaa  44,,006644,,116688 22..77 1188..88 3355..00 2222..00 1122..99 88..00 00..55
      SSoommaallii  110011,,555511 33..44 1144..99 3333..22 1177..00 1133..66       1166..11 11..77
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
        GGuummuuzz  7788,,882211 44..55 2266..88 3388..88 1199..33 77..00 33..55 00..11
    SSNNNNPP  22,,663311,,996611 22..77 1188..99 3388..11 2200..88 1111..55 77..11 00..99
    GGaammbbeellllaa  1199,,445577 1122..99 3377..44 3366..99 77..11 22..44 22..77 00..66
    HHaarraarrii  2233,,662200 66..22 3344..99 3377..33 1144..66 44..00 11..99 00..99
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  116611,,119911 1122..77 3311..77 3344..44 1122..77 55..55 22..11 00..99
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa..  3322,,667744 88..33 2299..99 3344..66 1155..11 88..00 33..44 00..77
 
 

5.4 TERMS OF PAYMENT FOR WORK PERFORMED  
 

In this survey information on the term and amount of payment of children who work for pay 
for other individuals and institution was collected from their parents. However, in this section 
only information on terms of payment is treated. Terms of payment for work could be on piece 
rate or based on specified time period, that is, hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, or annually. 
Payment in this survey refers to the most recent payment, whether it could be in cash or in kind 
or both types of payments.  
  
IInn  TTaabbllee  55..55,,  ttoottaall  ppaaiidd  eemmppllooyyeeee  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  ccllaassssiiffiieedd  bbyy  tteerrmmss  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt  aanndd  sseelleecctteedd  
bbaacckkggrroouunndd  vvaarriiaabblleess..  TThhee  ddaattaa  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  ppaaiidd  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  wweerree  
rreecceeiivviinngg  tthheeiirr  ppaayymmeennttss  oonn  aannnnuuaall  bbaassiiss,,  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wweerree  ppaaiidd  oonn  mmoonntthhllyy  bbaassiiss  
((2277  ppeerrcceenntt))..  TTeerrmmss  ooff  ppaayymmeenntt  iinn  uurrbbaann  aanndd  rruurraall  aarreeaass  wweerree  ffoouunndd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppaatttteerrnn,,  
wwhheerree  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  uurrbbaann  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  ppaaiidd  oonn  mmoonntthhllyy  bbaassiiss  ((aabboouutt  6611  ppeerrcceenntt)),,  wwhhiillee  iinn  
tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  rruurraall  cchhiillddrreenn  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  wwaass  aarrrraannggeedd  oonn  aannnnuuaall  bbaassiiss  ((6655  ppeerrcceenntt))..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  



 

hhaanndd,,  tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  ppaaiidd  iinn  ppiieeccee  rraattee  iinn  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  iiss  ddoouubbllee  ccoommppaarreedd  
ttoo  rruurraall  aarreeaass..  
 
Gender differential in terms of payment was observed (See Table 5.5). The majority of male 
children were paid on annual basis (65 percent), while the major term of payment among 
females was on monthly basis (53.3 percent). The proportion of female children who were paid 
on piece rate basis was three times higher compared to their male counterparts, which is 6.2 
percent against 18.8 percent. In the three age groups, the percentage of children who were paid 
on annual basis took the highest share, and follows a declining trend as age progress, 67.1 
percent, 57.8 percent and 37.3 percent for the 5-9, 10-14 and 15-17 age groups, respectively. 
The next higher proportion in all age groups was observed for monthly terms of payment; 
however here an increasing trend as age increases was observed, 16.8 percent, 22.3 percent and 
34.8 percent for the 5-9, 10-14 and 15-17 age groups, respectively. As age advances a 
significant increasing trend in the proportion of children who get their payments in piece rate 
and monthly basis was also observed (See Table 5.5).  
  

Table 5.5 further presents the distribution pattern of terms of payment by region, where two 
groups of distribution patterns were identified. In eight out of the eleven regions and 
administrative areas, the highest proportion of children were getting their payments on monthly 
basis, while in the rest of the three regions (Amhara, Oromiya and Benishangul-Gumuz 
regions) they get their payment on annual basis. A significant proportion of the children were 
receiving their payments on piece rate basis in Tigray (20.8 percent), Dire Dawa (18.4 
percent), SNNP (16.6 percent) and Addis Ababa (11.5 percent).  
 
Table 5.5  Percentage Distribution of Paid Employee Children Aged 5-17 Years by Term       
                  of Payment and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

                        TToottaall  
          ppaaiidd  eemmppllooyyeeee  
                      cchhiillddrreenn  Terms of Payment 

Selected  
Background 

Variable
s NNoo..  %%  

PPiieeccee  
RRaattee  Hourly DDaaiillyy Weekly Fortnightly Monthly Annually NN..SS

Total 337744,,336655 100.0 1100..22 0.2 44..88 33..55 3.7 27.0 50.1 00..55
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee                          
    UUrrbbaann    9911,,003300 110000..00  1166..33 00..77  77..00 77..00 44..22  6600..99      33..66  00..44
    RRuurraall  228833,,333355 110000..00  88..22 00..00  44..11 22..44 33..55  1166..11  6655..00  00..66
SSeexx                         
    MMaallee  225566,,228855 110000..00  66..22 00..22  55..66 33..33 44..66  1144..99  6644..55  00..77
      FFeemmaallee  111188,,008800 110000..00  1188..88 00..00  33..11 44..00 11..77  5533..33  1188..99  00..11
AAggee                          
      55--99  4433,,998899 110000..00  22..66 00..00  22..77 22..88 77..99  1166..88  6677..11  00..00
      1100--1144  116699,,771155 110000..00  99..55 00..22  33..11 22..99 33..33  2222..33  5577..88  00..99
      1155--1177  116600,,666600 110000..00  1133..00 00..22  77..22 44..44 22..99  3344..88  3377..33  00..33
Region                         
    TTiiggrraayy  2266,,445599 110000..00  2200..88 00..00  77..55 1111..44 11..55  4444..99  1133..99  00..00
    AAffffaarr  11,,881111 110000..00  55..77 00..00  88..22 11..88 11..44  7755..44      77..66  00..00
    AAmmhhaarraa  113355,,446633 110000..00  99..66 00..22  11..22 33..22 00..99  2200..11  6633..55  11..22
    OOrroommiiyyaa  114488,,664422 110000..00  77..55 00..22  55..44 11..44 44..66  2200..00  6600..88  00..00



 

    SSoommaallii  22,,554488 110000..00  00..66 00..00  1133..11 00..00 00..00  6677..77  1155..55  33..00
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--      
        GGuummuuzz  22,,889966 110000..00  55..88 00..00  00..00 33..22 00..66  3388..99  5511..55  00..00
    SSNNNNPP  2277,,665588 110000..00  1166..66 00..00  1177..00 33..22         1122..11  3322..55  1188..00  00..77
    GGaammbbeellllaa  553388 110000..00  11..77 00..00  00..00 1188..66 00..99  7788..88      00..00  00..00
    HHaarraarrii  338833 110000..00  88..44 00..00  1122..88 99..77         1144..44  5511..44      33..44  00..00
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  2266,,221122 110000..00  1111..55 00..11  33..99 99..33 66..66  6666..66      11..55  00..55
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  11,,775588 110000..00  1188..44 00..00  88..55 77..88 33..55  6600..88      11..00  00..00
5.5 CONTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN’S INCOME TO FAMILY  INCOME AND 

SAVING 
 

In this survey children aged 10-17 years who work for pay for others  were asked whether they 
gave their earnings or not to their parents/guardians or caretakers. The main purpose of this 
information is to know how children's income is being utilized. Accordingly, the survey result 
indicated that over two-thirds of the children are giving all or part of their earnings to their 
parents/guardians or caretakers (See Table 5.6). On the other hand, about 32 percent of them 
do not give their earnings to their parents/guardians or caretakers.  The survey result also 
shows that higher proportion of rural children than urban, male children than female were 
giving their earnings to their parents/guardians or caretakers. As the age of children jumps 
from 10-14 to 15-17 years the proportion of children who give their entire earnings decline 
drastically, while those who give a portion of their earnings and those who do not give at all 
increases, which implies that children tend not to give their income or only give part of their 
income to their parents as they grow up.  
 

Table 5.6    Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 10-17 Years who were Paid         
                    Employee* Employee by the Proportion of Earnings Given to   

                Parents/Guardian or Caretakers and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

Proportion of earnings  
  

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  
  

  
TToottaall  

  No %%  Give all GGiivvee  ppaarrttllyy  Do not give 
TToottaall  222200,,116666 110000..00  4422..77 2255..66 3311..77
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee    
            UUrrbbaann  6655,,446622 110000..00  2255..88 3344..33 3399..99
            RRuurraall  115544,,770066 110000..00  4499..99 2211..99 2288..22
SSeexx      
              MMaallee  114488,,339966 110000..00  4477..11 2266..88 2266..11
              FFeemmaallee  7711,,777700 110000..00  3333..66 2233..11 4433..44
AAggee      
                1100--1144  112200,,005544 110000..00  5566..55 1188..33 2255..22
                1155--1177  110000,,111122 110000..00  2266..22 3344..33 3399..55

     *Excludes employee children who do not yet receive their payment. 

 
Children may save money for the purpose of supporting their families or to pay school fees or 
for other purposes. In line with this, children aged 10-17 years were asked whether they were 
saving their earnings or not as well as why they were saving (See Table 5.7).   The table 
presents the distribution of children aged 10-17 years who were saving all or part of their 



 

earnings by main reason for saving classified by sex, age, region and place of residence. 
According to the survey result, among the few children who were saving all or part of their 
income, the majority (about 65 percent) did so to use it during holidays. The next main reasons 
for saving reported by the children are 'to fulfill personal desire (about 12 percent), closely 
followed by 'to pay school/training fees' (9.2 percent) and 'to start own business' (8.3 percent). 
 
The distribution pattern of reason for saving did not show much difference between urban and 
rural children, except more urban than rural children reported to start own business. Similarly, 
the distribution pattern by gender did not show much difference, except a relatively higher 
proportion of males than females saving to satisfy personal desire. Reason for saving was also 
shown by age and region, which revealed similar distribution patterns, where savings for 
holiday purposes taking the majority.  Nevertheless, in the relatively urbanized areas, that is, 
Harari, Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa the percentage share of those that save for holiday 
purpose is relatively lower, 38.4 percent, 44.9 percent and 39.1 percent, in that order (See 
Table 5.7).   

 

Table 5.7 Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 10-17 Years who were Saving their  
                 Earnings by Main Reason for Saving and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

MMaaiinn  RReeaassoonn  FFoorr  SSaavviinngg  
  SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd    
VVaarriiaabblleess  

    

Total children 
wwhhoo  ssaavvee  

rreegguullaarrllyy  oorr  
ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy  

TToo  ssttaarrtt  
own 

bbuussiinneessss

FFoorr    
sscchhoooolliinngg//

ttrraaiinniinngg  

TToo  
ssuuppppoorrtt  
ffaammiillyy  

TToo  ffuullffiillll  
ppeerrssoonnaall  
ddeessiirree  

TToo  uussee  
iitt  ffoorr  

hhoolliiddaayy  

  
OOtthheerrss  

  

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  
Total 116655,,336611 88..33 99..22 00..3344 1111..99 6644..8877 33..99 11..55
Place of 
Residence    
      UUrrbbaann    6622,,998844 1122..33 88..77 00..8855 1133..77 6600..1177 22..77 22..11
      RRuurraall  110022,,337777 55..88 99..66 00..0033 1111..11 6677..7777 44..66 11..11
SSeexx     
      MMaallee  8877,,332211 99..33 99..66 00..4477 1166..88 5577..2288 44..55 22..11
      FFeemmaallee  7788,,003399 77..11 88..88 00..1199 66..44 7733..3377 33..22 00..99
AAggee     
    1100--1144  6666,,005599 99..77 88..22 00..5577 1111..77 6644..4433 33..00 22..33
  1155--1177  9999,,330033 77..33 99..99 00..1199 1122..00 6655..1166 44..55 11..00
RReeggiioonn     
    TTiiggrraayy  44,,663311 1177..22 33..55 00..0000 55..44 7733..9944 00..00 00..00
    AAffffaarr  884422 44..00 2211..00 00..0000 33..11 4488..9933 2222..99 00..00
    AAmmhhaarraa  3311,,556600 22..99 1100..88 00..0077 1177..33 5599..6633 88..22 11..11
    OOrroommiiyyaa  8811,,446611 88..33 88..33 00..0044 1122..33 6677..0088 22..33 11..88
    SSoommaallii  227766 00..00 44..44 00..0000 77..33 8888..4411 00..00 00..00
 Benishangul- 
      GGuummuuzz  11,,224433 77..66 11..77 00..3322 88..88 7777..3399 11..88 22..55
    SSNNNNPP  3300,,558877 77..99 66..11 11..1166 55..99 7722..2266 55..44 11..33
    GGaammbbeellllaa  552288 1111..66 11..77 00..0000 1199..77 6677..0055 00..00 00..00
    HHaarraarrii  446699 55..11 66..00 00..0000 3322..00 3388..3388 66..00 1122..66
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  1133,,003355 1199..22 1199..44 11..1166 1122..55 4444..8877 11..00 11..99
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  772266 66..22 3366..99 00..0000 1177..88 3399..1122 00..00 00..00
 
 
The data given in Table 5.8 exhibits the distribution of children aged 10-17 years who reported 
to have saving all or part of their earnings by method of saving classified by sex, age, region 



 

and urban and rural residence. The majority of children who save at least part of their earnings 
were found to prefer to save by themselves, about 52 percent. The proportion of children that 
prefer to keep with their employers and relatives accounted for about 21 percent and 18 
percent, respectively. Slightly above half of the children were using self-saving method in both 
the urban and rural areas, that is, about 54 percent and 50 percent, respectively. With regard to 
gender differentials, higher proportion of female children than male appear to prefer self-
saving while lower proportion of female than male children prefer to keep with their relatives 
or employer.  Among children in the age group 10-14 years, the highest percentage preferred 
self-saving method (44.4 percent) followed by saving through employers (22.2 percent) and 
relatives (20.8 percent). The same pattern is observed in the age group 15-17 years where 56.5 
percent used self-saving method followed by keeping with employers (20.3 percent) and 
relatives (16.9 percent). 
 
The distribution of children's saving mechanism by region revealed that children who use self-
saving method ranged from 35 percent in Dire Dawa to 68.3 percent in Gambella Region. 
Children who saved through their employers ranged from 6.4 percent in Harari to 57.8 percent 
in Somali Region. Similarly, those who saved through their relatives ranged from 2.9 percent 
in Benishangul-Gumuz to 49.5 percent in Harari Region.  

 
Table 5.8   Percentage Distribution of  Children Aged 10-17 Years who were engaged in    

      Productive activities  by Method of Saving and Selected Background         
                     Variables: 2001 

MMeetthhoodd  ooff  SSaavviinngg  SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  
    

TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

eennggaaggeedd  iinn    
pprroodduuccttiivvee  aacctt..

TToottaall  cchhiillddrreenn
wwhhoo  ssaavvee  

regularly or 
ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy  

  
KKeeeepp  wwiitthh
eemmppllooyyeerr

KKeeeepp  wwiitthh
rreellaattiivveess  

SSeellff  
ssaavviinngg 

  
OOtthheerr  

mmeetthhooddss  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd
Total 66,,221155,,774411 116655,,336622 21.1 18.4 51.7 7.71 1.1 
Place of residence             
    UUrrbbaann    442299,,339922 6622,,998855 1188..99  1177..33  5544..00  88..7777  11..11  
    RRuurraall  55,,778866,,334499 110022,,337777 2222..44  1199..22  5500..33  77..0066  11..11  
SSeexx              
    MMaallee  33,,666644,,447799 8877,,332211 2233..88  2266..88  4422..55  55..6633  11..44  
    FFeemmaallee  22,,555511,,226622 7788,,004400 1188..11      99..11  6622..00      1100..0044  00..88  
AAggee              
    1100--1144                      44,,114455,,006666 6666,,005588 2222..22  2200..88  4444..44  99..9911  22..77  
    1155--1177                      22,,007700,,667766 9999,,330044 2200..33  1166..99  5566..55  66..2255  00..11  
RReeggiioonn                
    TTiiggrraayy  335566,,993377 44,,663322 4444..55  1177..88  3377..77  00..0000  00..00  
    AAffffaarr  2233,,665533 884422 2222..55  3322..33  3399..44  55..8822  00..00  
    AAmmhhaarraa  11,,668899,,444400 3311,,555599 2255..88  3300..88  3366..66  33..8855  22..99  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  22,,555500,,999944 8811,,446622 2211..00  1133..66  5555..11  99..2266  11..11  
    SSoommaallii  5500,,886622 227777 5577..88      44..33  3377..99  00..0000  00..00  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz 5577,,115511 11,,224444 3311..66      22..99  5566..77  66..3355  22..55  
    SSNNNNPP  11,,338888,,662255 3300,,558877 1133..77  1188..00  5599..66  88..6688  00..00  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  99,,776677 552277 1122..00  1199..77  6688..33  00..0000  00..00  
    HHaarraarrii  88,,996677 447711     66..44  4499..55  3388..66          00..0000  55..55  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  6666,,444466 1133,,003322 1188..44  1188..66  5544..55          88..5500  00..00  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  1122,,889977 772277 1111..33  4411..00  3355..11      1122..7700  00..00  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.6 WORK RELATIONSHIP OF CHILDREN WITH THEIR EMPLOYER   
 
Working children like any other population group may develop positive or negative 
relationship with their employers. Working environment and terms of employment are the 
main factors that determine the working relationship between children and their employers. 
Sometimes working children may face boring working environment or could be abused 
physically or mentally at work that may ultimately lead to bad relationship with their 
employers. The data presented in Table 5.9 shows relationship status and reason of children 
working for others for experiencing bad relationship, as reported by their parents. A child is 
said to be working for others, if he/she is engaged in productive activity for persons or 
institutions other than the household he/she is living. 
 
Accordingly, the majority children who are working for others (84.5 percent) had good 
relationship with their employers, while only 9.6 percent reported to have bad relationship with 
their employers and about 6 percent reported to have neither good nor bad relationship. 
Relatively, female children tend to have bad relationship or feel indifferent to their employers 
than their male counterparts. On the other hand, relationship with employer did show only 
slight variation by age. Both rural male and female children have reported better relationships 
with their employers compared to urban children. 
 
Table 5.9   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years  who were Working for       
                   Others* by Work Relationship with Employer and Selected Background       
                   Variables: 2001 

UUrrbbaann  ++  RRuurraall  
  

UUrrbbaann  
  

RRuurraall  
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

    

TToottaall  
cchhiillddrreenn  

wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  
ootthheerrss  

  
GGoooodd  

  
BBaadd

  
IInnddiiffff--  
eerreenntt  

  
GGoooodd  BBaadd  

 
IInnddiiffff--  
eerreenntt  

  
GGoooodd  

  
BBaadd 

IInnddiiffff
--

eerreenntt
TToottaall  198,711 84.5 99..66 6.0 74.1 1177..88 88..11 8866..88 77..77 55..55
Sex                       
      MMaallee  115500,,772266  8877..00  77..66 55..33  7777..55  1100..66 1122..00 8888..66 77..11 44..33
      FFeemmaallee      4477,,998855  7766..33  1155..77 88..00  6699..88  2277..11 33..11 7799..66 1100..00 1100..44
AAggee                        
      55--99      3333,,337722  8844..55  99..22 66..33  7788..99  2211..11 00..00 8844..77 88..88 66..55
      1100--1144      9900,,334400  8866..22  88..44 55..44  7733..44  1199..44 77..33 8888..44 66..55 55..11
      1155--1177      7744,,999999  8822..44  1111..11 66..55  7744..44  1166..77 99..00 8855..77 88..88 55..55
RReeggiioonn                        
    TTiiggrraayy      1144,,440022  8822..88  1144..88 22..44  7733..55  2266..55 00..00 8877..22 99..33 33..55
    AAffffaarr                887744  8877..55  77..33 55..11  9977..11  22..99 00..00 5588..77 2200..66 2200..66
    AAmmhhaarraa        6655,,007711  8833..22  1100..88 66..00  7700..99  2277..44 11..77 8844..44 99..22 66..44



 

    OOrroommiiyyaa      8899,,887733  8877..66  66..99 55..55  7733..22  1155..44 1111..44 8899..99 55..55 44..55
    SSoommaallii        11,,559977  9977..77  22..33 00..00  9966..77  33..33 00..00 110000..00 00..00 00..00
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--    
        GGuummuuzz        11,,555599  8811..33  99..77 99..00  9922..77  55..88 11..55 7799..11 1100..55 1100..55
    SSNNNNPP    1144,,888888  8800..33  1111..66 88..11  8800..44  1100..77 88..99 8800..33 1111..77 77..99
    GGaammbbeellllaa            228855  7777..99  1155..88 66..33  7766..22  2233..88 00..00 7788..22 1144..44 77..44
    HHaarraarrii          220044  6622..33  00..00       3377..77  6633..11  00..00 3366..99 5577..11 00..00 4422..99
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa      88,,662233  7711..22  1177..44       1111..44  7711..44  1177..22 1111..33 6677..66 2200..88 1111..77
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa      11,,333388  7722..99  55..55       2211..66  7722..66  55..99 2211..55 7777..22 00..00 2222..88
*Exclude s paid employee children who are working for the household where they are living. 

The highest percentage of children experiencing bad relationship with their employers was 
reported in Addis Ababa (17.4 percent) followed by Gambella and Tigray regions with 15.8 
percent and 14.8 percent, respectively.  On the other hand, Harari with none and Somali with 
2.3 percent, reported to have the lowest proportion of children experiencing bad relationship 
with their employers.  
 
5.7   INCIDENCES AND SERIOUSNESS OF INJURY  
 
Children may face different kinds of problems while they are at work. Hazardous work 
environment, and long hours of work without rest are the major causes that highly affect the 
physical and psychological development of children. Table 5.10 shows the distribution of ever-
worked children by whether or not they were injured at work classified by selected back 
ground variables. The information on incidence, seriousness and treatment of injuries 
presented in this section are provided by parents. Ever-worked children refer to those children 
who had been participating in any kind of activity (productive or domestic activities) at any 
time prior to the date of interview.  
 
The data in the table revealed that the majority (about 93 percent) of ever-worked children 
were not injured or encountered illness due to the work they have been doing, compared to 
only 6.6 percent who reported to have experienced injury or illness while working. The 
proportion of children encountering injuries/illness in the rural areas was relatively higher (7.0 
percent) than those in the urban areas (3.8 percent). The data also shows that the percentage of 
children who were injured/ill at work by region ranged from 3.1percent in Addis Ababa to 11.6 
percent in Benishangul-Gumuz region.  
 
In this survey the seriousness of the injury/illness was also asked and the data reveals that out 
of the total injured/ill children. 85 percent had stopped working temporarily due to the 
injury/illness they suffered. On the other hand, in 2.4 percent of the cases, injury/illness had led 
the children to stop work permanently (See Table 5.11). The survey result shows only slight 
urban-rural difference in the seriousness of encountered injuries to the children. Similarly,  
gender and age differences in the seriousness of the encountered injuries/illness were observed 



 

that  more proportion of male than female children get injured /ill and the likelihood of injuries 
or illness increases as the child gets older 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Table 5.10     Percentage Distribution of  Ever worked Children Aged 5-17 Years by  
                          Incidence of Injury/Illness Encountered at Work and  Selected     
                          Background Variables: 2001 

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
Variables 

TToottaall  
eevveerr  

wwoorrkkeedd  
cchhiillddrreenn  

NNoott  
iinnjjuurreedd//iillll 

IInnjjuurreedd//iillll  
  

NNoott  
ssttaatteedd  

Total 1166,,007755,,557733  9933..22  66..66  00..22  
Place of Residence         
      UUrrbbaann    11,,999955,,336611  9955..99  33..88  00..44  
      RRuurraall  1144,,008800,,221122  9922..88  77..00  00..22  
SSeexx          
    MMaallee  88,,115500,,661177  9922..00  77..77  00..22  
    FFeemmaallee  77,,992244,,995544  9944..55  55..44  00..22  
AAggee          
    55--99  66,,772233,,002200  9955..55  44..33  00..33  
    1100--1144  66,,336688,,001122  9922..55  77..44  00..11  
    1155--1177  22,,998844,,554400  8899..88  1100..00  00..22  
RReeggiioonn          
    TTiiggrraayy  998844,,336688  9911..88  88..00  00..11  
    AAffaarr  5588,,335511  9944..77  55..22  00..11  
    AAmmhhaarraa  44,,110022,,991111  9922..66  77..22  00..22  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  66,,554455,,440022  9933..44  66..44  00..22  
    SSoommaallii  116633,,667799  9911..66  77..99  00..66  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--GGuummuuzz  115511,,000099  8888..33  1111..66  00..11  
    SSNNNNPP  33,,552299,,994477  9933..77  66..00  00..22  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  3377,,447766  9966..55  33..44  00..00  
    HHaarraarrii  4400,,339988  9933..55  66..33  00..22  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  339999,,221111  9966..44  33..11  00..55  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  6622,,881166  9944..55  55..00  00..55  

 

 
  Table 5.11  Percentage Distribution of Ever Worked Children Aged 5-17 Years who  
                      have Ever Encountered  Injury/illness at Work Place by Seriousness of     
                      Injury/Illness  and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

SSeerriioouussnneessss  ooff  IInnjjuurriieess//IIllllnneessss      
TToottaall  IInnjjuurreedd//iillll  

CChhiillddrreenn  
Selected 
Background 

VVaarriiaabblleess  NNoo..  %%  

SSttooppppeedd  
wwoorrkk  

temporarily

SSttooppppeedd  
wwoorrkk  

ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  

DDiidd  nnoott  
ssttoopp  
wwoorrkk  

NNoott  
ssttaatteedd  

TToottaall  11,,005566,,883300 110000..00 8855..11  22..44  1122..11  00..33  
Place of Residence               
    UUrrbbaann    7755,,111188 110000..00 8811..11  22..00  1166..44  00..55  
    RRuurraall  998811,,771122 110000..00 8855..44  22..55  1111..88  00..33  



 

SSeexx               
    MMaallee  663311,,002200 110000..00 8866..11  11..99  1111..77  00..33  
    FFeemmaallee  442255,,881100 110000..00 8833..77  33..22  1122..77  00..44  
AAggee                
    55--99  228855,,880044 110000..00 8855..33  22..55  1122..00  00..33  
    1100--1144  447722,,550088 110000..00 8844..22  33..00  1122..44  00..55  
    1155--1177  229988,,551199 110000..00 8866..44  11..55  1111..99  00..22  
 
 
Table 5.12 presents the occupational distribution of ever-worked children who have 
encountered injury/illness while they were working. The data in the table shows that about nine 
out of 10 injuries encountered by children who were engaged in elementary occupations. In 
urban areas, a higher proportion of the injuries occurred to children in sales and service, and 
craft occupations. On the other hand, in rural areas about 3 percent of the injuries encountered 
by children who were engaged in skilled agriculture, fishery, and hunters occupation. 
 
Table 5.12   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years who have Ever      
                     Encountered Injury/Illness while working by Major Occupation where  
                     Injuries/ Illness Encountered and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

MMaajjoorr  OOccccuuppaattiioonnaall  GGrroouuppss  WWhheerree  IInnjjuurriieess//IIllllnneessss  OOccccuurrrreedd  
Selected 
Background 

VVaarriiaabblleess  
    

  TToottaall  
iinnjjuurreedd  

CChhiillddrreenn  
    

Administra-
ttiivvee,,  

pprrooffeessssiioonnaall,,
cclleerriiccaall  &&  
  rreellaatteedd  

SSeerrvviiccee,,
shop &  
mmaarrkkeett  
ssaalleess  

SSkkiilllleedd  
aaggrriiccuullttuurraall,,
ffiisshheerryy  aanndd  
&&  hhuunntteerrss  

CCrraafftt    
aanndd    

rreellaatteedd
    

TTrraannssppoorrtt,,
AAnndd  

MMaacchhiinnee  
  OOppeerraattoorrss

    
EElleemmeennttaarryy  
ooccccuuppaattiioonnss 

    

NNoott    
ccllaassssiiffiiaabbllee
aanndd  ssttaatteedd  

ooccccuuppaattiioonnss
  

TToottaall  
11,,005566,,8833

22 00..22  11..33  22..99  11..66  00..11  9900..55  33..55  
Place of   
   Residence                   
    UUrrbbaann    7755,,111188 00..88  55..88  11..22  55..55  00..55  8844..44  11..88  
    RRuurraall  998811,,771144 00..11  00..99  33..11  11..33  00..00  9911..00  33..66  
SSeexx      00..00              
    MMaallee  663311,,001199 00..22  11..00  33..99  00..55  00..11  9900..33  44..00  
    FFeemmaallee  442255,,881100 00..11  11..77  11..55  33..22  00..11  9900..88  22..66  
RReeggiioonn                    
    TTiiggrraayy  7799,,223333 00..11  00..11  22..66  33..44  00..00  9911..88  22..11  
    AAffaarr  33,,002244 00..00  33..11  00..00  11..44  00..00  9955..00  00..55  
    AAmmhhaarraa  229933,,559922 00..22  00..55  22..33  11..55  00..00  8899..66  55..99  
    OOrroommiiyyaa  441188,,999911 00..11  11..99  33..77  11..88  00..00  9900..55  11..99  
    SSoommaallii  1122,,886611 00..11  22..99  22..11  00..11  00..00  9933..44  11..44  
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
        GGuummuuzz  1177,,553399 00..44  11..11  66..55  11..99  00..00  8877..66  22..55  
    SSNNNNPP  221122,,338833 00..33  00..88  22..33  00..33  00..22  9922..66  33..66  
    GGaammbbeellllaa  11,,227777 00..00  22..22  1155..55  33..99  00..00  6688..88  99..33  
    HHaarraarrii  22,,554455 11..11  66..99  22..11  00..00  00..00  8811..77  88..44  
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  1122,,222266 00..00  88..77  00..00  99..11  11..22  7744..66  66..55  
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  33,,115588 00..00  77..99  00..00  11..88  00..00  8888..44  11..99  
 
 
 
55..88  TTYYPPEE  OOFF  TTRREEAATTMMEENNTT  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  
  



 

For children who have ever been injured/ill at work, information on the type of treatment they 
received to recover from the injury or illness was asked.  At national level, the data reveals that 
36.1 percent of children who have ever encountered injury/illness did not need treatment (See 
Table 5.13).  On the other hand, about 36 percent of injured/ill children were given medical 
treatment and recovered, while about 23 percent had received traditional treatment for 
recovery.  Only 1.9 percent of children were hospitalized for treating the injury/illness that they 
have encountered at work. Considering variation in treatment by place of residence, the result 
of this survey shows that urban children have better chance of receiving modern treatment than 
their rural counterparts. For instance, nearly 6.0 percent of children who reside in urban areas 
were hospitalized compared to only 1.6 percent of children in rural areas. 
  

Even though variations among regions were observed, the proportion-hospitalized 
children as a result of injury or illness encountered at work are less than 10 percent in 
each region. Higher proportion of hospitalized children was observed in Harari (7.5 
percent), Gambella (6 percent) and Addis Ababa (4.9 percent) regions. Traditionally 
treated children were found to be high in Affar (36.5 percent), Addis Ababa (29.2 
percent) and Oromiya (25.7 percent) regions.     
  
  
Table 5.13  Percentage Distribution of  Working Children Aged 5-17 Years who have    
                    Ever Encountered Injury/Illness at Work by Type of Treatment and Selected   
                    Background Variables: 2001 

Type of Treatment  
Selected 

Background 
VVaarriiaabblleess  

    

TToottaall    
IInnjjuurreedd  

CChhiillddrreenn  

TTrraaddiittiioonnaallllyy
ttrreeaatteedd  aanndd  
rreeccoovveerreedd  

MMeeddiiccaallllyy  
TTrreeaatteedd  

aanndd  
RReeccoovveerreedd

  
HHoossppiittaalliizzeedd

  

DDiiddnn''tt  nneeeedd  
aannyy  

treatment 
  

OOtthheerrss  

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  
Total 11,,005566,,883300 2222..99 3355..99 11..99 3366..11 22..99 00..33
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee       
    UUrrbbaann    7755,,111188 2222..77 4488..44 55..77 2200..88 22..00 00..55
    RRuurraall  998811,,771122 2222..99 3344..99 11..66 3377..33 33..00 00..33
Sex      
    MMaallee  663311,,001199 2233..44 3377..11 22..00 3344..33 22..99 00..33
    FFeemmaallee  442255,,881100 2222..22 3333..99 11..66 3388..88 33..00 00..44
AAggee       
   5-9 228855,,880033 2222..22 3311..88 22..99 4411..66 11..22 00..33
    1100--1144  447722,,550077 2222..33 3388..33 11..55 3344..22 33..33 00..55
    1155--1177  229988,,551199 2244..44 3366..00 11..55 3333..99 44..11 00..22
RReeggiioonn       
    TTiiggrraayy  7799,,223333 1188..33 5511..44 22..33 2288..00 00..00 00..00
    AAffffaarr  33,,002244 3366..55 3300..33 22..88 2288..11 22..33 00..00
    AAmmhhaarraa  229933,,559922 2233..55 2277..44 11..44 4455..11 22..22 00..44
    OOrroommiiyyaa  441188,,999911 2255..77 3388..77 22..11 3300..44 22..88 00..44
    SSoommaallii  1122,,886611 2200..33 3333..99 11..00 4411..11 33..66 00..00
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--
GGuummuuzz  1177,,553399 1199..33 4466..88 11..88 3300..77 00..99 00..55
    SSNNNNPP  221122,,338833 1188..33 3355..44 11..99 3388..55 55..77 00..22
    GGaammbbeellllaa  11,,227777 1155..00 4422..22 66..00 3377..00 00..00 00..00
    HHaarraarrii  22,,554455 2200..55 4411..22 77..55 2255..99 44..99 00..00



 

    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  1122,,222266 2299..22 3333..33 44..99 2277..99 22..11 22..66
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  33,,115588 1122..55 3377..99 00..99 4466..88 11..99 00..00
 

  
55..99  UUSSEE  OOFF  PPRROOTTEECCTTIIVVEE  WWEEAARR  AATT  WWOORRKK  

 
The Ethiopian population, being predominantly agrarian and the agricultural system itself 
being traditional, the use of modern protective wears at work is not a common practice.  Thus, 
the use of traditional protective wears is much more expected than that of modern ones. Table 
5.14 shows the percentage distribution of the use of protective wears by some background 
variables.  According to the survey result, about 90 percent of the country's working children 
did not use any kind of protective wear while working. It was only 10 percent of the working 
children who were practicing the use of protective wears (2.3 percent using modern, 6.9 
percent using traditional and 0.6 percent of them using a combination of modern and 
traditional protective wears).  Similarly high proportion of children in urban and rural areas 
reported non-use of protective wears (See Table 5.14). Likewise relatively higher percentages 
of non-use of protective wears for female compared to male children were observed.  
      
  
Table 5.14    Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in     
                      Productive Activities by Use of Protective Wear, Sex and  
                      Place of Residence: 2001 

UUssee  ooff  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  WWeeaarrss  
            NNoott  

NNoott  uussiinngg MMooddeerrnn TTrraaddiittiioonnaall ssttaatteedd  

  
PPllaaccee  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee  

AAnndd  SSeexx  

 
  

Total children 
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess              

MMooddeerrnn  
aanndd  

TTrraaddiittiioonnaall      
TToottaall  99,,448833,,220099 8899..00  22..33  66..99  00..66  11..11  
Place of residence                     
  Urban  445533,,993366 8899..33  33..11  33..55  00..66  33..55  
    RRuurraall  99,,002299,,227733 8899..00  22..33  77..11  00..66  11..00  
SSeexx                      
    MMaallee  55,,774455,,551166 8877..22  22..99  88..11  00..88  11..11  
    FFeemmaallee  33,,773377,,669944 9911..99  11..55  55..00  00..55  11..22  

 
 
 
5.10 JOB SATISFACTION AND REASON FOR NOT BEING SATISFIED 
 
Children are more obedient and easy for management than adults and some times may show 
greater skill and efficiency in some tasks than adults. They are also willing to work longer 
hours without arguing for compensation and other benefits. This type of working condition 
would put children in excessive exploitation by their employers and this may lead to hesitation, 
job dissatisfaction and boring working environment.  
 



 

Table 5.15 depicts the status of satisfaction of working children aged 10-17 years on the job 
they do and the reason for not being satisfied. As shown in the table, children who had job 
satisfaction accounted for about 89 percent. More than half of the children, who were not 
satisfied by the type of work they were doing gave “work is too tiresome” as a reason for their 
dissatisfaction. The lowest percentage (1.1 percent) was reported by those children who gave 
“employer’s bad work manner” as a reason. Looking into the regional distribution, it can be 
observed that  “work is too tiresome” is a dominant reason and incompatible with education is 
also reported by a significant proportion of children in Tigray, Amhara, SNNP and Harari, with 
more than 28 percent each region. 



 

 
Table 5.15  Percentage Distribution of Working Children Aged 10-17 Years by whether they have Job Satisfaction  or not Reason for Not  
                    Being Satisfied at Work and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

    RReeaassoonn  FFoorr  NNoott  BBeeiinngg  SSaattiissffiieedd        

SSeelleecctteedd  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  
  
  

  
TToottaall  

WWoorrkkiinngg  
CChhiillddrreenn  

  

  
HHaavvee  jjoobb  

ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn  
  
  

DDoo  nnoott  
hhaavvee  jjoobb  

ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn  
  

  
  

NNoott  
ssttaatteedd

  

TToottaall  
nnoott  

ssaattiissffiieedd
    

PPoooorr  
  PPaayymmeenn

tt  
    

WWoorrkk  iiss  
ttoooo    

ttiirreessoomm
ee  
    

  
EEmmppllooyyeerr
ddeemmaanndd  
ttoo  ddoo  ttoooo  

mmuucchh  
wwoorrkk    

    

  
  
EEmmppllooyyee
rr''ss  

bbaadd    
mmaannnneerr  

    

LLooww  
IInnccoommee  

ggeenneerraattiinngg
eemmppllooyymmee

nntt  

IInnccoommppaattii
bbllee  wwiitthh  

eedduuccaattiioonn  

    
OOtthheerr

ss  
    

    

    
NNoott  
ssttaattee

dd  
    

Total 99,,008877,,005500 8899..44  1100..55  00..11  995566,,990033 33..66 5511..99 99..66 11..11 22..22 2277..55 22..99 11..11
PPllaaccee  ooff  
rreessiiddeennccee         
    UUrrbbaann    11,,440088,,111133 9911..33  88..55  00..11  112200,,003322 1100..55 3377..00 99..11 22..55 99..99 2244..22 33..66 33..33
    RRuurraall  77,,667788,,993377 8899..00  1100..99  00..11  883366,,887711 22..77 5544..00 99..66 00..99 11..11 2288..00 22..88 00..88
SSeexx         
    MMaallee  44,,559988,,334466 8888..66  1111..33  00..11  551199,,001144 44..77 5511..33 88..88 00..99 22..33 2288..44 22..66 00..99
    FFeemmaallee  44,,448888,,770044 9900..22  99..88  00..11  443377,,888899 22..44 5522..66 1100..55 11..22 22..11 2266..55 33..33 11..55
AAggee         
    1100--1144  66,,220088,,994444 8899..77  1100..22  00..11  663311,,889988 22..99 5533..22 99..22 00..88 11..11 2288..99 22..99 11..00
    1155--1177  22,,887788,,110066 8888..66  1111..33  00..11  332255,,000055 55..11 4499..44 1100..33 11..66 44..44 2244..99 33..00 11..44
RReeggiioonn         
    TTiiggrraayy  662200,,772200 8888..55  1111..33  00..22  7700,,332244 22..77 4411..66 77..99 00..00 00..33 4400..00 33..33 44..22
    AAffffaarr  3355,,007733 9922..88  77..22  00..00  22,,552200 66..77 6600..55 77..66 00..00 11..11 1100..88 77..99 55..55
    AAmmhhaarraa  22,,331166,,882288 8888..88  1111..11  00..11  225577,,994477 44..66 5500..77 1100..66 11..11 11..66 2299..66 11..00 00..77
    OOrroommiiyyaa  33,,666688,,119955 8899..33  1100..66  00..11  339900,,336622 33..00 5555..00 99..11 11..11 22..88 2244..11 33..99 11..00
    SSoommaallii  9977,,118866 9955..77  44..11  00..22  44,,000033 1111..44 5566..44 66..44 00..00 1122..33 66..11 66..88 00..66
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--
GGuummuuzz  8877,,554466 8877..99  1122..00  00..11  1100,,449911 44..66 7700..66 1100..55

11..77
00..55 1111..22 00..66 00..33

    SSNNNNPP  11,,888855,,337777 8899..77  1100..33  00..00  119933,,332255 22..44 5511..99 1100..11 11..00 11..77 2299..55 22..99 00..44
    GGaammbbeellllaa  2200,,880011 9944..77  55..33  00..00  11,,009933 66..66 4433..22 00..44 55..99 77..11 1199..11 55..55 1122..33



 

    HHaarraarrii  2255,,008855 8899..99  1100..11  00..00  22,,554411 11..88 5511..88 77..88 22..22 33..33 2288..99 33..99 00..33
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  229922,,008800 9922..22  77..55  00..33  2211,,888822 1144..33 3344..55 77..99 44..55 77..66 2211..55 44..66 55..11
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  3388,,116600 9933..66  66..33  00..00  22,,441144 33..22 5500..22 55..88 00..00 1133..55 1177..77 77..33 22..44
 



 

5.11 AGE AT START OF WORK  
 
In Ethiopia many children are put to work at a very early age, particularly in rural areas where 
they often begin to assist in farm activities or herding livestock. The distribution of children 
aged 5-17 years who have ever been engaged in housekeeping or productive activities by age 
at start of work (as reported by their parents), sex, age group, region and urban and rural 
residence is shown in Table 5.16. As can be seen from the table, four out of 10 children in 
Ethiopia start work below 6 years of age. In this regard, the situation in rural areas is worse 
where children that are put to work below 6 years is almost double compared to those in urban 
areas. Gender differential in age at start of work was not observed (See Table 5.16). 
 
About 54 percent of children in the age group 5-9 years, 29.7 percent for the age group 10-14 
years and 25.9 percent for 15-17 years reported to have started work below 6 years of age.  
Similar pattern was observed for children who start work at six years old. Regarding the 
proportion of children who start work below age 6 years by region, SNNP scored the highest 
percentage (about 51 percent), and the lowest was reported in Addis Ababa (17.5 percent). In 
Addis Ababa compared to the other regions a higher proportion of children that are put to work 
at higher ages were observed, that is, 15.2 percent at age 10 and 11.2 percent above age 11. 
 
 
Table 5.16   Percentage Distribution of Ever Worked Children Aged 5-17 Years by Age  
                     at Start of Work and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

Total AAggee      AAtt      SSttaarrtt  ooff      WWoorrkk  ((IInn  CCoommpplleetteedd  YYeeaarrss))  
eevveerr  wwoorrkkeedd                                  

CChhiillddrreenn                      1111  oorr  NNoott  

Selected 
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

VVaarriiaabblleess  
    5 or Less 66  77  88  99  1100  aabboovvee  SSttaatteedd  

TToottaall  1166007755557722 3399..11 2244..77 1188..66 99..33 22..88 33..55 11..55 00..55
PPllaaccee  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee   
    UUrrbbaann    11999955336600 2222..11 1199..99 2233..11 1144..22 55..55 99..00 55..22 00..88
    RRuurraall  1144008800221122 4411..55 2255..44 1188..00 88..66 22..55 22..77 00..99 00..44
SSeexx   
  Male 88115500661155 3399..22 2255..22 1188..44 99..11 22..77 33..44 11..55 00..55
  Female 77992244995566 3399..11 2244..22 1188..88 99..55 33..00 33..55 11..44 00..44
AAggee   
      55--99  66772233002200 5533..99 2288..00 1133..55 33..44 00..44 00..00 00..00 00..77
    1100--1144  66336688001122 2299..77 2222..66 2222..55 1133..66 44..99 44..99 11..66 00..22
    1155--1177  22998844554400 2255..99 2211..88 2211..88 1133..44 33..99 88..22 44..44 00..55
RReeggiioonn   
    TTiiggrraayy  998844337700 2222..22 2200..33 2233..88 1155..88 66..66 77..44 33..11 00..99
    AAffffaarr  5588335511 4433..44 2211..77 1177..66 99..55 33..22 33..00 11..22 00..44
    AAmmhhaarraa  44110022991155 3333..66 2266..44 2200..33 1100..44 33..33 33..88 11..66 00..66
    OOrroommiiyyaa  66554455440044 4400..11 2255..55 1188..88 99..11 22..44 22..88 00..99 00..33
    SSoommaallii  116633667799 5500..33 2222..44 1133..66 66..55 33..00 22..44 00..88 00..99
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--  
        GGuummuuzz  115511000088 3355..55 2222..00 2222..77 1100..88 33..22 44..00 11..66 00..22
    SSNNNNPP  33552299994477 5500..88 2233..88 1155..11 55..88 11..66 11..77 00..77 00..55
    GGaammbbeellllaa  3377447744 4466..11 2211..99 1177..33 77..77 22..99 22..11 11..11 00..99
    HHaarraarrii  4400440000 2288..99 2200..11 1199..99 1122..88 55..11 66..88 55..22 11..11
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  339999221122 1177..55 1166..00 1177..66 1144..99 66..77 1155..22 1111..22 00..99



 

    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  6622881144 2211..55 2200..33 2200..77 1155..33 88..88 77..88 44..66 11..00
  
  
  
  
55..1122  EEFFFFEECCTT  OOFF  WWOORRKK  OONN  SSCCHHOOOOLLIINNGG  OOFF  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  
  
Table 5.17 presents the percentage distribution of effect of work on schooling of children 
by selected background variables. We have already seen in Chapter 4 that a very 
significant number of children were engaged in a certain type of activity while at the 
same time attending school.  Children may be frequently late or absent for class due to 
the work they do. In addition, the work children do may take much of the time needed to 
study and to complete their homework. Among those children who work and at the same 
time attend school, about 39 percent responded that the work they do affects their 
schooling, while 61 percent of them said that it does not.  Proportionately more children 
in rural areas reported that their schooling was affected by the work they do than those 
in urban areas.  Looking at the regional distribution, we can observe that children in the 
Amhara region were the most affected (47 percent), whereas children in Addis Ababa are 
the least affected (22 percent). 
 
 

Table 5.17   Percentage Distribution of  Children Aged 10-17 Years Who were Working    
                       and attending school by Effect of Work on Schooling and Selected         
                       Background Variables: 2001 

EEffffeecctt  ooff  WWoorrkk  OOnn  SScchhoooolliinngg    
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

  
WWoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  

  aatttteennddiinngg  
sscchhooooll  

  
AAffffeeccttss  mmyy  
sscchhoooolliinngg  

DDooeessnn''tt  
  aaffffeecctt  mmyy  
  sscchhoooolliinngg  

  
NNoott  

ssttaatteedd  

TToottaall  44,,333333,,557744 3388..55 6600..99 00..66
PPllaaccee  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee  
      UUrrbbaann    11,,117733,,447777 2299..11 7700..11 00..99
      RRuurraall  33,,116600,,009977 4422..00 5577..55 00..55
SSeexx  
      MMaallee  22,,445533,,445577 3399..11 6600..44 00..55
      FFeemmaallee  11,,888800,,111166 3377..77 6611..66 00..88
    AAggee  
      1100--1144  33,,006600,,337722 3388..11 6611..22 00..66
      1155--1177  11,,227733,,220022 3399..44 6600..11 00..55
RReeggiioonn  
    TTiiggrraayy  334499,,886677 4455..33 5533..99 00..88
    AAffffaarr  1133,,118888 3311..00 6688..44 00..66
    AAmmhhaarraa  11,,001199,,550000 4477..44 5522..11 00..55
    OOrroommiiyyaa  11,,773322,,555555 3333..44 6666..22 00..33
    SSoommaallii  3355,,553344 3344..77 6655..33 00..11
    BBeenniisshhaanngguull--
GGuummuuzz  

5533,,008800 3377..33 6622..22 00..55



 

    SSNNNNPP  882233,,999900 4411..00 5588..22 00..88
    GGaammbbeellllaa  1155,,443344 2299..66 6699..55 00..99
    HHaarraarrii  1177,,992299 3388..11 6611..55 00..44
    AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  224466,,334433 2211..77 7766..44 11..99
    DDiirree  DDaawwaa  2266,,115511 3311..77 6677..88 00..55

  
  
  
  
  
  

55..1133  FFUUTTUURREE  PPLLAANN  ((  PPRREEFFEERREENNCCEE  ))  OOFF  PPAARREENNTTSS  FFOORR  TTHHEEIIRR  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  

  
This survey has collected information on what parents/guardians have planned for the 
future activity of their children who were already engaged in productive activities. This 
will provide some idea about the societies attitude towards the development of children. 
The question on future plan was asked to parents of children who were engaged in 
productive activities and living with their parents. Thus, the data excludes employee 
children working in own parent’s enterprise and children working as domestic employee. 
As indicated in Table 5.18 the result revealed that a significant proportion of parents 
planned to educate their children. The data shows that nearly half of the parents prefer 
their children to start work after completing school. Another 6.7 percent of parents want 
their children to go to school full time. On the other hand, one out of four parents 
planned their children to engage or continue to engage at work (8 percent for income 
generation, 9 percent for assisting, and 5 percent to find better job). Still about 10 
percent of parents want their children to combine school and work.  Apart from this 
about 11 percent of  parents want their children to get married.  
  
Higher proportion of parents of male children than female seems to have planned their 
children to complete schooling.  As expected, higher proportion of parents in urban area 
prefer their children to continue schooling.  The proportion of parents who want their 
children to complete schooling ranges from 24 percent in Affar to 63 percents in 
Gambella Region.  
  
  



 

Table 5.18   Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 5-17 Years who were Engaged in 
Productive Activities* by Future  
                     Preference of their Parents and Selected Background Variables: 2001 

FFuuttuurree  PPrreeffeerreennccee  ooff  PPaarreennttss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  CChhiillddrreenn  
SSeelleecctteedd  

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
VVaarriiaabblleess  

    
      TToottaall    

CChhiillddrreenn  
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  
pprroodduuccttiivvee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

    
Learning 

full 
Time 

    

    
FFuullll  ttiimmee    
wwoorrkkiinngg  
ffoorr  eeaarrnniinngg  

AAssssiissttiinngg    
ffuullll  ttiimmee    
iinn  ffaammiillyy    
eenntteerrpprriisseess  

FFuullll  ttiimmee    
WWoorrkkiinngg  
iinn  hhoouusseehhoolldd 
aaccttiivviittiieess  

HHaallff  ddaayy  
wwoorrkk  &&  
hhaallff  ddaayy  

  sscchhoooolliinngg  

PPaarrtt  ttiimmee  
wwoorrkk  

iinn  ffaammiillyy  
    eenntteerrpprriisseess  

PPaarrtt  ttiimmee    
wwoorrkk  

iinn  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  
aaccttiivviittiieess  

SSttaarrtt  wwoorrkk
aafftteerr  

ccoommpplleettiinngg
sscchhoooolliinngg  

    
FFiinndd    
bbeetttteerr  
wwoorrkk  

    
    
    

OOtthheerrss
  
sstt

ttaall  99,,112244,,776633  66..77  88..22  99..44 00..88   99..55 00..99 00..33  4477..11 44..66 1100..77
aaccee  ooff  
siiddeennccee  

        

UUrrbbaann    337777,,446600  22..88  55..88  00..88 00..11   33..77 00..33 00..00  7733..66 66..77     11..99
RRuurraall  88,,774477,,330033  66..99  88..33  99..88 00..88   99..77 00..99 00..33  4455..99 44..55 1111..11
xx          
MMaallee  55,,555577,,554433  77..00  88..22  1100..33 00..33   99..66 00..88 00..11  5511..11 44..66     66..33
FFeemmaallee  33,,556677,,222200  66..33  88..33  88..22 11..66   99..33 00..99 00..55  4400..77 44..66 1177..77
ggee          
55--99  33,,227733,,447755  99..44  55..77  88..33 00..88 1133..88 00..88 00..33  4488..88 22..99     77..00
100--1144  33,,992266,,770044  66..00  88..55  99..33 00..77   88..11 00..99 00..22  4488..66 44..77 1111..33
155--1177  11,,992244,,558855  33..44          1111..88  1111..77 11..11   44..88 00..99 00..33  4400..99 77..33 1166..00
ggiioonn          
iiggrraayy  551177,,447711  88..44  66..66  44..77 00..22 1133..11 00..99 00..11  4488..77 22..44 1122..33

AAffffaarr  3366,,556677  66..88  88..33  2222..44 22..33           2200..77 22..77 11..33  2244..00 33..11     77..00
AAmmhhaarraa  22,,556666,,664444  77..33  77..99  1155..00 00..88   99..33 00..55 00..22  3388..00 44..33 1144..55
OOrroommiiyyaa  33,,770000,,669988  77..88  77..88  66..55 00..99   88..22 00..77 00..33  5522..11 44..66     99..44

oommaallii  7744,,773366  77..22          1133..66  1133..99 00..44           1111..00 00..88 00..11  3355..66 99..66     66..55
eenniisshhaanngguull--    
GGuummuuzz  

6699,,337744        1100..44          1100..99  77..55 00..11   77..00 00..55 00..22  5500..22 22..66     88..00

NNNNPP  22,,007777,,660066  33..44  99..33  88..88 00..77 1100..88 11..55 00..22  4499..33 55..44     88..66
GGaammbbeellllaa  1111,,551188  44..22  66..77  00..44 00..22 1100..00 00..33 00..55  6633..00 66..33     22..33
HHaarraarrii  1100,,004411  99..11          1111..00  77..88 00..44 1100..77 22..00 00..44  4455..33 44..00     44..99
AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  4411,,441155  44..44  99..11  11..66 11..11   88..00 11..11 00..00  5588..55 99..66     11..11
DDiirree  DDaawwaa  1188,,669922        1111..99  77..44  66..99 00..88 1188..66 11..88 00..99  3388..88 33..99     55..22

  
**TThhiiss  ttaabbllee  EExxcclluuddeess  eemmppllooyyeeee  cchhiillddrreenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  oorr  hhoouusseehhoolldd''ss  eenntteerrpprriissee..  
 
 
 
 
  


