
The ILO working for the  
People

of Somalia    



Philadelphia 
Declaration (1944)

“Poverty anywhere is a threat 
to prosperity everywhere”



ILO has intervened directly in 
conflict-torn countries 

worldwide: some recent 
examples
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The ILO’s effective 
response…

• Decent Work for all – inclusive of those in 
crisis

• The Decent Work Agenda offers a way to 
move out of crisis by addressing underlying 
causes and granting ownership to local 
institutions
– The Decent Work Agenda promotes balance and 

equity
• Employment is the surest way out of 

poverty as well as conflict





Rationale

• Poverty and lack of employment oppourtunity 
remain underlying causes of conflict

• The humanitarian crisis will continue and will 
exacerbate resource based conflict

• ILO long-term perspective but ability to impact 
short-term 



Rationale 
• ILO has built relationships in all parts of the 

country (from 2002 in Somaliland and 
Puntland, 2006 in southern Somalia)

• Concrete results achieved 
– jobs created,
– infrastructures established  
– local economies strengthened;

• Unified programme under multiplicity of 
funding sources;

• A team of experts supporting partners on all 
aspects of work;





Challenges

• Security situation, especially in southern 
Somalia;

• Difficulties in supporting the 
implementation of projects;

• Weak partners – hence building the stability 
found within a pyramid

• Different political and administrative 
regions



Way forward

• Build on the collective vision (“I-DWCP”)  
on key results to be achieved;

• Use the I-DWCP for dialogue for 
delivery with all stakeholders;

• Seek to build on funding options (Somali 
diaspora as well as donors) consolidating the 
strengths of ILO and its partners
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