DECENT WORK
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Brazil becomes the eighth Lead Country
of the YEN

At a special roundtable on youth
employment, with the participation of youth
representatives from different regions of
Brazil and the ILO
Director-General,
Juan Somavia, in
Salvador de Bahia,
24 September 2003,
the Brazilian
Minister of Labour,
Mr. Jaques Wagner,
(see photo right)
announced Brazil’s
commitment to
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Brazil joins Senegal, Namibia, Egypt, Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, Hungary and Azerbaijan
in championing the preparation of National
Action Plans on youth employment, as
called for in the December 2002 UN
Resolution 57/165.

President Lula of Brazil officially
communicated this decision through a letter
from Mr. Juan Somavia.

Minister Wagner and Mr. Somavia
furthermore signed an agreement to work
together on tackling youth unemployment in
Brazil. The ILO has offered its support in
two ways:

First the ILO will join YEN partners, the
World Bank and the UN, to provide support

for Brazil’s Primeiro Emprego (First
Employment) programme. The programme
aims to create 260,000 jobs for youths aged
16 to 24, and to benefit at least 600,000 with
vocational training courses and assistance in
setting up micro-businesses or co-operatives.

Secondly the ILO will develop a programme
targeted at the
employability of young
marginalized women of
colour living in low-
income communities.
These communities,
remanescentes do quilombos,
have a  history of
marginalization dating
back to the colonial
period of slavery, but also
have strong assets in
terms of cohesion and
organization capacities.

60 youth participants (see photo below)
from across the country attended this event
in Salvador de Bahia, to discuss employment
challenges facing young people today in
Brazil.
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Youth employment issues discussed at the
UN 58" General Assembly
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From 6 to 8 October, the Third Committee

of the 58th session of the General Assembly

discussed important global youth issues.

Documents with a specific focus on youth

employment and the YEN include:

o The Draft Resolution on youth
reinforces the commitment of member
states to the development of National
Action Plans on youth employment
within the framework of the YEN and
sets out a timeline for the Secretary-
General to report back to the General
Assembly.

e Promoting Youth Employment - Report
of the Secretary-General to the General
Assembly: A/58/229.

e World Youth Report 2003 (Cover note:
A/58/79 & main report: E/CN.5/2003/4).

World Bank: Youth, Development and
Peace Conference

This event, organized, jointly by the regional
youth platforms, the "Big 7" group of youth
organizations and by the World Bank in
Paris from 15-16 September 2003 saw more
than 100 representatives of  youth
organizations from 70 countries join World
Bank President James D. Wolfensohn, to
discuss the Bank’s Draft Children and Youth
Strategy, and to identify opportunities for
co-operation between youth organizations
and the World Bank. Members of the YEN

Secretariat attended the event acting as
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resource persons to the discussions on Youth
Employment, one of the four pillars of the
World Bank’s Children and Youth Strategy (
the others being Conflict, Education and
HIV/AIDS and Risky Behaviours) and
helped to raise awareness of the YEN.
Yvonne O'Callaghan, Youth Co-ordinator
for the. International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU), one of the YEN’s
partner organizations, presented to Mr.
Wolfensohn and all participants, the
outcomes of the Youth FEmployment

workshop.

The meeting enabled the YEN to strengthen
and broaden its contacts with the major
youth organizations and build our network
of youth partners willing to commit their
constituents at the country level to support
the development, implementation and
evaluation of National Action Plans on
youth employment.

Given that a number of UN agencies were
also attending this meeting (UNICEEF,
UNFPA, UNHABITAT, UNESCO) it
offered the opportunity to make contact with
those working on youth and youth
employment issues within the wider UN
system, and to explore opportunities for
collaboration.

Xth ILO Africa Regional Meeting
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The 10" ILO Africa Regional Meeting, will
take place from 2-5 December in Addis
Ababa bringing together governments and
social partners from across the region to
discuss the ILO's planning activities as well
as Decent Work strategies for Africa's
development. The meeting includes a special
Session on the Promotion of Youth
Employment in Africa during which the
YEN will be highlighted. This meeting will
help ILO constituents develop
recommendations for consideration at the
Extraordinary Summit on Employment
which the African Union is planning to
organize in 2004. President Blaise
Compaore, who will host the AU meeting, is
scheduled to participate in the ILO meeting.
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The November meeting of the ILO’s
Governing Body approved two youth
employment related items:

Firstly it agreed to an ILO technical meeting
on youth employment scheduled for October
2004.The meeting will serve to strengthen
the ILO's technical activities and policy
message on youth employment, as called for
by the Governing Body (GB.286/15). The
meeting will focus on concrete outcomes at
the country level involving support to those
countries which have agreed to prepare
national reviews and action plans on youth
employment by September 2004 as called
for by United Nations General Assembly
Resolution A/57/165 on Promoting Youth
Employment and a follow-up Resolution on
Youth which has just been approved in the
GA. These countries will include lead
countries of the Youth Employment
Network (YEN).

Secondly,  following 23  favourable
interventions out of a total of 25, including
from the social partners, Youth Employment
has been agreed as major agenda item for
discussion at the 2005 International Labour
Conference.

Youth Employment will also be the focus of
the ILO’s 2005 World Employment Report.

Indonesia

Following its launch on International Youth
Day 2003 I-YEN (Indonesia-YEN) has been
moving rapidly ahead with laying the
groundwork for the development of
Indonesia’s National Action Plan on youth
employment.

The I- YEN is working at the provincial and
district levels to mobilize technical and
financial resources, monitor and evaluate
youth employment programmes and provide
feedback to the Government as it develops

its National Action Plan on Youth
Employment.

To support the I-YEN, the YEN partners
have been working with the Ministry of
Manpower and Transmigration, the Ministry
of Education, workers’ and employers’
organizations, youth organizations, and the
academic community to carry out research
work, undertake capacity building activities,
provide policy advice and launch
demonstration projects.

For more information on activities underway
in Indonesia please click here.

Egypt

In Egypt, the ILO is assisting the
Government to assess and improve its
National Youth Employment Programme
with technical support and expertise on
youth employment policy.

The Government of Egypt and the ILO
jointly organized a training seminar on
active labour market policies in Cairo from
19-21 October. The goal of the seminar was
to strengthen the capacity of the government
and the social partners to formulate,
implement and evaluate employment policy
in general and youth employment promotion
programmes in particular and to support
Egypt as one of the YEN lead countries.

Sri Lanka

The Government of Sri  Lanka, in
consultation with the YEN, is setting up a
national Task Force and Youth Employment
Network Secretariat in view of preparing its
action plan for 2004. Employment and
Labour Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe
contributed Sri Lanka’s experience to the
Asian Summit on Youth Entrepreneurship
and Employment held in Delhi on 30
October (see page 4). For a copy of Mr.
Samarasinghe’s intervention at that meeting,
click here. The ILO is supporting the
Ministry of Employment and Labour
through technical advise and start-up
financial support. Steve Miller, YEN
Secretary, briefed social partners and other
potential members of this Task Force which
a mission to Colombo on 5 November.
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Mr. Allan Larsson represented the YEN at
the recent Asian Youth Entrepreneurship
and Employment Summit (see feature
opposite) both in his capacity as rapporteur
for the YEN's High-Level Panel and also as
a special representative of the Director-
General of the ILO.

Dr. Rosanna Wong represented the YEN at
a Forum on Youth Employment and
Corporate Social Responsibility, which will
was held in Beijing on 25-26 of November.
(see feature below).

China

International Forum on Youth Business was
held in Beijing on 25-26 of November.
This event, supported by the YEN, was
hosted by the All China Youth Federation
(ACYF) and Youth Business International’s
(YBI) and was attended by senior Chinese
governmental representatives and domestic
and international business leaders, the World
President of Junior Chamber International
(JCI), the head of The International Business
Leaders Forum  (IBLF), academics,
economists and representatives from the
YEN’s core partner institutions.

The first day saw a Forum on the
engagement of Corporations and their
employees with workshops and seminars on
Youth Employment and Corporate Social
Responsibility.  The second day of the
conference saw the launch of a new youth
entrepreneurship ~ organization, Youth
Business China (YBC), which has been
created by the ACYF based on the Youth
YBI mentoring model.

Dr. Rosanna Wong represented the YEN’s
High-Level Panel. The ILO was represented
by Mr.Goran Hultin, Executive Director of
the ILO’s Employment Sector, and Mr.
Yasuyuki Nodera, ILO Director for Asian
and the Pacific and Steve Miller, YEN
Secretary. This meeting aimed to build
momentum for a strengthened partnership
between YBC, ACYF and the Youth
Employment Network and also provide a

push for highlighting the YEN at the China
Employment Forum, scheduled for 2004.

India
The Asian Youth Entrepreneurship and

Employment Summit, was held in New
Delhi, 29-30 October, 2003.
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This event, organised by BYST, an Indian
youth business NGO together with the
Indian Government, the Confederation of
Indian Industry and the Youth Employment
Network, brought together 1000 participants
from over 20 countries, most of them from
the region. Attended by dignitaries including
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the
Prime Minister of India, and Ministers from
Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Nepal, the event
also brought together young entrepreneurs
from across the region.

The event discussed the involvement of
business in partnerships with government
and civil society, youth entrepreneurship and
the importance of the YEN in meeting the
Millennium Development Goals

For presentations made at this event please
click here.

Vietnam

The links between volunteerism, vocational
training and the benefits to disadvantaged
youth were discussed at a regional workshop
in Ho Chi Minh City earlier this month.

The workshop was held by the Vietnamese
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social
Affairs (MOLISA), and the Office of the
National ~ Co-ordinating  Council  on
Disability in collaboration with the United
Nations Volunteers (UNV) Programme,
Hoa Sua Vocational Training School and the
ILO office for Vietnam.

Kenya

The government of Kenya has created a
Roundtable on  youth  employment,
comprising government ministries, workers’
and employers’ representatives and civil
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society  groupings, including  youth
organizations. The roundtable is working to
review and harmonize national policies on
youth employment by reviewing existing
programmes and mobilizing resources and
support for entrepreneurship schemes aimed
at young women and men.
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The YEN discussed its approach to youth
participation at a "Big 7" group of youth
organizations and UNICEF meeting on the
Participation of Young People in
Decision-making, in Geneva, Switzerland
24 27 November. The YEN was
represented by participants from the YEN
Secretariat, the World Bank and the UN
Youth unit all who made presentations on
the current situation of youth engagement
and existing principles of youth participation
in relation to our own agencies and
initiatives.

The YEN was highlighted at an ILO Trade
Union Sub-regional Seminar on Youth
Employment in South-East European
Countries, organized by the ILO, ICFTU
and ETUC in Belgrade, 10-13 November.

This event, which brought together youth
sections of trade unions in the 8 Stability
Pact countries, aimed to enhance the
knowledge of worker’s organizations on
youth employment and strengthen the
capacity of the youth trade union networks
in south-east Europe to better represent the
interests of young workers within trade
unions.

A presentation was made by the YEN on the
importance of social dialogue in developing
holistic youth employment policy solutions
and an update was given on the YEN’s
engagement with worker and employer
organizations. The young unionists were
encouraged to work  with  youth
organizations and regional and international
trade union representative bodies to use the
issue of youth employment to both support
young workers and help re-energize the
union movements in their countries.

YEN meeting with World Bank and the
Draeger Foundation

The YEN Secretariat met with officials from
theWorld Bank and the Draeger Foundation
on October 21 in Hamburg, Germany
regarding a major meeting of the Foundation
planned for October 2004 focusing on Youth
Employment. This meeting discussed the
structure of the planned event, and explored
opportunities for highlighting the YEN
within the programme.

YEN Joint Secretariat Meetings, 25-26
September, New York and 10-12
November, Geneva

At the recent meetings of the YEN Joint
Secretariat in New York and Geneva a
strengthened governance structure for the
YEN and a three-year joint work plan
between the ILO, the World Bank and the
UN were discussed. Also a Steering
Committee was established including senior
management from the ILO, UN and World
Bank.
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The first meeting of Youth Business
International’s (YBI) Latin America Centre
of Excellence (LACE) was held 20-22
October 2003 in Salta, Argentina, to provide
training and briefing to the four active Youth
Business programmes in the region:
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Mexico. It
was led by the Argentine programme-
Fundacion Impulsar - whose president is
also the head of the LACE. A number of
other countries and supporters, such as the
ILO, IADB and the World Bank, attended
the event.

YCARE

INTERMATIOMNAL

Y Care International (the overseas
development agency of the YMCA
movement) held a conference in London
from 16-17 October bringing together young
people from several countries to discuss
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http://www.ycare.org.uk/

issues of training, skills development and
youth employment. During this conference
three young people from The Gambia,
Honduras and Colombia visited the ILO
office in London to learn about the YEN and
the ILO’s role within it.
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The YES Campaign, launched at the
Alexandria Youth Employment Summit in
September 2002, is holding the Hyderabad
YES Forum 2003 in December 2003. This
regional meeting for South and South East
Asia, hosted by the Government of Andhra
Pradesh, will bring together over 600 high-
level representations from government,
multilateral and bilateral agencies, civil
society, business, international donors and
youth delegates from over 20 YES Country
Networks from ASEAN, SEAMEO and
SAARC countries to discuss the issue of
employment.

o

The International Youth Federation (IYF)
will be running a stand at the ICT 4
Development platform at the forthcoming
World Summit on Information Society
(WSIS) to promote its ICT related
initiatives. One of the initiatives they will
highlight will be their Latin American entra
21 programme which provides ICT skills
training and for disadvantaged youth.

IYF will feature information on ICT-related
activities of the YEN on this stand.

The African Youth Network (AYN)
organised a workshop in Lome (Togo) from
28 - 30 August on the theme: “Youth’s
contribution in democracy strengthening in
Africa”. The Workshop gathered about
thirty youth organisations’ representatives
from several African countries.
raj_ayn@hotmail.com

Dr Sharma returns from YEN meet
Himalayan News Service, 3/11/2003

Sharma for decent jobs for youth
The Kathmandu Post, 4/11/2003

Unemployment dashes hopes of Egypt's
youth.

Reuters Wire Service, 24/09/2003, Cairo
Including an interview with ILO Official, Mr
Samir Radwan.

Des mesures pour l'emploi des jeunes et des
«seniors»
Le Figaro, 24/09/2003

Yogya to host youth convention
Jakarta Post , 16/10/2003

Workshop on volunteerism for disadvantaged
youth
Vietnam News Agency Bulletin, 16/10/2003

Youth employment: charting a "road map"
for national action

ILO World of Work Magazine, October 2003

Interview with Mr. Steven Miller on the YEN
for International Youth Day
UN Radio, August 12, 2003 listen here

The Devil in the Demographics

The Effect of Youth Bulges on Domestic
Armed Conflict, 1950-2000

International Peace Research Institute, Oslo

Trade Unions and the promotion of
Youth Employment: an example from
Bulgaria

In the last decade, the transition of many
South Eastern European states from a
socialist economic model to market-based
economies has caused great upheavals in the
job market.
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Economic restructuring has led to high levels of
unemployment across the region. Particularly hard hit
are young women and men whom on average are 2-3
times more likely to be out of work then adults.

While privatisation and inward investment has offered
some new employment prospects to those entering the
labour force, these jobs have often been characterised by
being low paid, insecure, and with few benefits or
prospects for advancement.

This insecurity, combined with weak economic growth,
is resulting in a fall in the labour force participation rates
of young people in the region and evidence suggests
young people are involved to a disproportionate extent in
the region’s growing informal economy.

This new economic climate is challenging Trade Unions,
whose traditional membership has come from the formal
industrial labour force. Furthermore, a whole generation
of young women and men are entering the labour market
with little or no knowledge of their labour and
employment rights, something that is harmful to their
own futures and that of society.

In the face of declining representation, an aging
membership and a need to re-energize the union
movement by making it relevant and useful to young
people, the Confederation of Independent Trade Unions
in Bulgaria (KNSB), a member union, of the YEN’s
partner organisation, the ICFTU, has been taking a
progressive attitude to the promotion of youth
employment in Bulgaria through its Youth structure -
Youth Forum 21st century.

The Youth Forum has published two booklets on Trade
Union rights in the last year, titled ‘7 have labour rights’
and ‘I have social rights’ which have been distributed to
universities,
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2-5 December Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: ILO Africa Regional

Meeting, Plenary Session on Youth Employment.

10-12 December  Geneva, Switzerland: World Summit on
Information Society (WSIS)

10-12 December  Brussels, Belgium: World Youth Summit

14-18 December  Hyderabad, India: YES Regional Forum

18-19 December  New Dehli, India: World Bank Youth and
Labour Workshop

27-29 April 2004  Beijing, China: China Employment Forum

factories and companies in order to promote
labour and employment rights amongst young
trade unionists and the wider youth population.

In May 2002, the Youth Forum organised a
roundtable on youth employment which brought
together 150 participants including students,
representatives of NGO’s, Trade Unions and
Employer’s organizations as well as officials from
the Ministries of Labour and Social Policy and of
Youth and Sports and from the Office of the Prime
Minister. A conclusion paper containing proposals
and requests for changes in legislation and policy
was sent to Ministers and the Prime Minister.

In 2003 the KNSB held a further seminar for 30
youth employment and labour experts including
attendees from the Ministries of Education, and of
Labour and Social Policy. to discuss the
government report “Youth Policy in Bulgaria —
proposals for changes” and made a series of
proposals in four areas: Health care, Education,
Employment, and Youth Participation. These
suggestions were put to the Bulgarian Assembly,
the Office of the Prime Minister and a number of
relevant Ministries and government Commissions.
The Minister of Labour acknowledged these
suggestions.

We are looking forward to our next submission
which will come from an affiliate of the International
Organisation of Employers (IOE).



http://www.youthfourm21.hit.bg/
http://www.itu.int/wsis/
http://www.itu.int/wsis/
http://www.aegee.org/globalyouth/wys/
http://www.yesweb.org/hyderabad/index.html
http://mirror/public/english/chinaforum/index.htm
mailto:monticone@ilo.org

	Recent Activities
	News from Lead Countries
	Indonesia
	Egypt
	Sri Lanka
	
	
	
	
	
	
	News from around the globe
	News from the YEN        Secretariat





	The YEN Secretariat met with officials from theWorld Bank and the Draeger Foundation on October 21 in Hamburg, Germany regarding a major meeting of the Foundation planned for October 2004 focusing on Youth Employment. This meeting discussed the structure
	
	
	
	
	News from Partners





	Yogya to host youth convention
	
	
	
	Related Issues






	2003/4 CALENDER




