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President Lula’s government has been seeking to structure its activities

based on the historical commitment made to the people to combat poverty and
social exclusion.

In order to gain the best potential from economic growth it is essential
to exploit alternative and innovative strategies that are not confined to free
market forces, following development paths that produce an increase in
employment.

In recent years, Brazil has been through a significant demographic
increase in terms of the composition of its young people. This reached around
34 million people — or 20% of the population between 15 and 24 years of age
—in 2001. In absolute numbers this is the highest number of young people in
its history.

Allowing for this, young people are among the chief victims of
unemployment and of violence.

In this context, creating work, jobs and income, with emphasis on
young people, becomes a priority in the set of development policies and is not
just a consequence of economic growth.



Currently, the Economically Active Population of young people makes
up around 24% of the Brazilian Economically Active Population. The
unemployment rate among young people between 16 and 24 is 17.8% and it is
almost double the general rate of unemployment, which stands at 9.2%.



