Evol ution of the economcally active
popul ation from 1950 to 1995 and forecasts
for the year 2010

Summary

The | LOBureau of Statistics has just conpl eted the esti nmates and
proj ections, by sex and age group, of the econom cally active popul ati on,
1950- 2010. Individual projections are presented for all countries and/ or
territories of the world whichin 1990 had attai ned or exceeded t he t hreshol d
of 200, 000 i nhabi tants. These estinates and projections wll appear in
Economi cally active popul ation, 1950-2010, ILO, 4th edition.

The first five vol umes of this publicationw | be on Asia (\Vol. |),
Africa(Mol. Il), Latin Arerica (Mol. 111), North Averica, Europe and Cceani a
(Mol. I'V) and the Worl d —Surmmary (Mol . V). They shoul d be i ssued in the
first half of 1996. Vol une VI contains a detail ed description of the
net hodol ogy used i n obtai ning the actual and forecast data presented inthe
first five volunes; it should be published later in 1996.

This publicationis part of the programre | aunched by the | LOin 1971
w th the ai mof providing nenber States and the internati onal community wth
atool that is as conprehensive, detail ed and conpar abl e nati onal | y and
internationally as possible. These estinmates and proj ections of the
economcal |y active popul ation are al so part of the joint programe of the
Lhited Nations and its speci al i zed agenci es ai ned at di ssemnati ng data t hat
are coordi nated and conpati ble in denographic terns.

This fourth edition, whichreplaces thefirst three, contains
i nnovat i ons and i nprovenents i n terns of both presentation and net hodol ogy.
These i ncl ude an i ncrease i n the nunber of countries and/or territories for
whi ch separate estimates are produced, a | arger nunber of tabl es to enabl e
resul ts to be under st ood nore qui ckly and cl early, and a new proj ection
net hodol ogy using a country and/or territory by country and/or territory
approach rat her than the uni formnet hod appliedin the three previous
edi tions.

n the basi s of specialized surveys that are both detai | ed and preci se,
the I LOhas deci ded to adj ust systenatically the rates of activity of wonen
inthe countries and/or territories where theresults of national censuses
and/ or surveys have not registered and still do not reflect alarge proportion
of wonen working inagriculture as "unpaid famly workers". For technical
reasons, this adjustnent coul d only be nade for the | ast two decades of the
period under review, that is 1980 and 1990. It was alsoreflectedinthe
pr oj ecti ons.

As for the data obtai ned, the fol |l ow ng concl usi ons nay be drawn from
this initial global analysis:

— Anincreaseinthe economcal |y active popul ati on, whichis expectedto
triple from21.2 billion in 1950 to 3.5 billion in 2010;

— A decrease inthe annual growth rate of the economcally active
popul ati on as from1980. For the first tinme, the nunber of



~

econom cally active men in Europe could decrease from 1990 to z

The | east devel oped regi ons shoul d account for nine-tenths of the
growt h of the economcal |y active popul ati on worl dw de. Thus, in 2010,
four-fifths of the world s economcally active popul ati on shoul d be
concentrated i n the | east devel oped regi ons. Thi s percent age was 69
per cent in 1950;

The nunber of worren wi || continue to increase in both absol ute and
relativeternsinthe vast najority of countries and/or territories of
theworld. Theincrease w || be higher inthe devel oped regions. This
situationisreflectedinthe gross rate of activity of wonen
wor | dwi de, whi ch was 32. 4 per cent in 1950 and i s expected to reach
41.2 per cent in 2010;

As regards the di stribution by sector of econom c activity of the
economcal |y acti ve popul ation, |LOestinates for the period 1950-90
showthat inrelativeterns, the share of agricultureis declining,
whi | e servi ces showa consi der abl e i ncrease; i ndustry has decr eased
bet ween 1980 and 1990, al t hough t hi s decline has occurred only inthe
devel oped regions for the time being.



