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I nthe course of preparingthe fourth edition of Esti nmat es and
proj ecti ons of the economcally active popul ation, the | LOBureau of
Satisticsis nownaking estinmates of activity rates by sex and age gr oup and
of distribution by sex for each sector of economc activity by sex, for each
country or territory in the world which had 200, 000 i nhabitants or nore in
[ 990.

The article which appeared intheBulletin of Labour Satisticsinthe
first quarter of 1995 (1995-1) contained the estinates in question for | 950-
1990, for Asiancountries andterritories. The present article dealswth
African countries andterritories. The correspondi ng estimates for Latin
Anrerica and North Anerica, Europe and Cceaniaw || appear intheBulletinin
the third and fourth quarters of 1995 respectively.

These esti nat es cancel and repl ace t hose publ i shed i n previous editi ons
of Estinmates and projections of the economcally active popul ation, nanely:
Labour force projections, 1965-85 (Geneva, ILQ first edition, [97]), Labour
force estinates and proj ections, | 950-2000 (Geneva, |LQ second edition, |977)
and Econom cal | y acti ve popul ati on, | 950-2025 (Geneva, 1LQ thirdedition,
1986). It shoul d be noted, however, that for avery |imted nunber of
countries these data may have to be changed i f the Bureau of Statistics
recei ves nore conpl ete and detai |l ed i nfornation before the i ssue of the fourth
edition, whichis foreseen for the end of 1995 for the figures and the mddl e
of 1996 for the methodol ogy.

The definition retained for the economcally active populationisin
conformty wth that adopted by the | 3th I nternati onal Gonference of Labour
Statisticiansinl982 and simlar tothat retainedinthe three precedi ng
edi tions.

Popul at i on censuses and sanpl e surveys of the economcal ly active
popul ati on have provi ded the mai n basi s for the estinates, whi ch have been
adj ust ed wher e necessary i n order to nake t he data drawn fromt hese sour ces
conpati blewth the definition of the economcally active popul ati on adopt ed.

A though the quality and quantity of statistics onthe economcally
active popul ati on taken frompopul ati on censuses or speci fi c sanpl e surveys
of the economcal |y active popul ation, carried out between | 950 and | 990,
remai n very precarious innost African countries, it shoul d be noted t hat
despitetheir difficult conditions at different political, technical, |ogistic
and financi al |evels, nost of these countries have in recent years nade a
consi derable effort to try and redress these two deficiencies.

The estinates presentedinthis articlefully reflect these efforts.
Thus it has been necessary to make an i n-depth revi ewof the esti mates
produced i n the three previous editions of Estinates and projections of the
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economi cal | y active popul ation, in particul ar those concerning activity rates
by sex and age and the di stribution of the economcally active popul ati on by
maj or sectors of activity and sex in the years 1950, 1960, 1970 and

The estinmates for all countries andterritories, wth the exception of
Eritrea, Kenya, Uganda and Sonal i a, are nowbased on at | east one or nore
popul ati on censuses and/ or specific surveys of the economcally active
popul ation carried out during the period]|950-1990. For the four above-
nentioned countries, the estinates are entirely based on nodel s, in particul ar
t hose established for the third edition of Estinates and proj ecti ons of the
econom cal ly active popul ati on.

Aswiththe Asian countries and territories, adj ustments were nade to
the origi nal data taken frompopul ati on censuses or sanpl e surveys on t he
economcal | y acti ve popul ati on, concerni ng one or nore categories of persons
classifiedinthe non-active or institutionalized popul ation, i.e. mlitary
conscripts, first-tine job-seekers, students working part-tine and seasonal
wor kers. These adj ust ment s have been nmade by shifting the category or
cat egori es concerned fromthe non-active or institutionalized popul ati onto
t he cat egory of economical | y active popul ation, when national statistics have
al | oned, or by esti mat es based on nodel s t aken fromnei ghbouri ng countri es
with simlar denographic, social, political and cultural characteri:¢

Special attentionwas givento countries wth a Mslemcul ture, as wel |
as other countries inthe regi on, where nati onal statistics have i gnored or
continue to ignore wonen's evident contributionto economc activity, andin
particular toagricultural work. Asin Asia, andinthe case of these
countries, ad hoc adj ust nent s have nmade t o t ake account of thi s conponent.
The detail s of the nethodol ogy used for these adj ustments wi |l be avail abl e
in Volume VI of the fourth edition of Estimates and proj ecti ons of the
econom cal |y active popul ation, due out in1996. Inbrief terns, this
estinmate was nade in two di stinct stages, the first of which consisted of an
estinmate of the overall contribution of wormen to agricul ture based on t he
rati o of worren/ men working inthe sector, and the second consi sting of the
distribution of the anount of the adjustnent by age groups through a standard
curve profile, inparticular that of unpaidfamly workersinagriculturein
t he region.

Thi s adj ust nent has, however, been made only for datainthelast two
decades, nanely 1 980 and 1 990. Inthe cases indicated by a separating |ine
the figures for these two decades are not conparabl e wth those for the three
precedi ng decades, nanely | 950, 1960 and | 970. Neverthel ess, it shoul d be
noted that for countries where estimates for the period | 950-1990 have been
based on the resul ts of two, or even one, census and/ or survey of the
econom cal |y active popul ation, the adjustnent, if nade, has been appliedto
theentireperiod. Thisisthe casein particular wth several sub-Saharan
countries.

Gventhelack of official statistics reflectingthelevel of
participationineconomc activity of the popul ati on and the distribution of
t he economcal | y acti ve popul ati on by sectors of activity for one or nore
decades, we have been obl i ged t o nake esti mat es based on i nt erpol ati on/
extrapol ati on and, where necessary, ad hoc nodel s, in particul ar when only one
usabl e estinate was avail abl e for the entire period. The nodel s were of the
sane ki nd as those used for the third edition of Estinates and proj ections of
t he econom cally active popul ati on.

Gonpared to those nade inthe previous editions, the estinates contai ned



inthis neweditionseemtoreflect better thelevel of participationin
activity of the popul ation, in particular by wonen, inthe countries and
territories concerned. This has ledto aninprovenent interns of quality,
guantity, reliability and conparability at theinter-regi onal and
i nternational |evels.

Sincethethirdeditionthe nunber of countries andterritories for
whi ch separ at e esti nat es have been nmade has i ncreased by one unit: Eitrea,
whi ch was previously incorporatedinto B hiopia. The names and territorial
coverage of the other countries have remai ned unchanged.



