ESTI MATED RATES OF ACTIVITY: ASIAN COUNTRI ES
AND TERRI TORI ES (1950-90)

I n the course of preparing the fourth edition of Esti mates and
proj ecti ons of the econom cally active popul ation, the | LOBureau of
Satisticsis nownaking estinates of activity rates by sex and age group and
of distribution by sex for each sector of economc activity, for each country
or territory in the world which had 200, 000 i nhabitants or nore in :

The present article contains the estinates in question for 1950-90, for
Asian countries and territories excluding the republics of the forner USSR
The latter are the subject of a separate estinate published by the ILQ nanel y
“Estimates of the economcally active popul ation for the 15 countries of the
former USSRfor the years 1950, 1959, 1970, 1979 and 1989”, inBulletin of
Labour Satistics 1994-2 (Geneva, |1LQ 1994). The correspondi ng esti nat es for
t he ot her naj or geographi cal subdivisions, nanely Airica, North Anerica, Latin
Anerica and Oceania, wll appear in forthcom ng issues of the Bull et

These esti nat es cancel and repl ace t hose publ i shed i n previ ous edi ti ons
of Estinmates and projections of the economcally active popul ation, nanely:
Labour force proj ections, 1965-85 (Geneva, 1LQ first edition, 1971), Labour
force estinates and proj ections, 1950-2000 (Geneva, | LQ second edition, 1977)
and Econom cal | y acti ve popul ati on, 1950-2025 (Geneva, 1LQ third edition,
1985). It shoul d be not ed, however, that for avery |limted nunber of
countries these data may have to be changed i f the Bureau of Statistics
recei ves nore conpl ete and detai |l ed i nfornation before the i ssue of the fourth
edition, whichis foreseen for the end of 1995 for the figures and t he mddl e
of 1996 for the methodol ogy.

The definitionretained for the economcally active populationisin
conformty with that adopted by the 13th I nternati onal Conference of Labour
Statisticiansin 1982 and simlar tothat retainedinthe three preceding
editions.

Popul at i on censuses and sanpl e surveys of the econom cal ly active
popul ati on have provi ded t he mai n basi s for the esti mates, whi ch have been
adj ust ed wher e necessary i n order to nake t he data drawn fromt hese sour ces
conpatiblewth the definition of the economcally active popul ati on adopt ed.

These adj ust ment s have concerned prinarily mlitary personnel, the
unenpl oyed and t hose seeking their first job, but other categories,
particul arly wonen working in agricul ture as unpai d fam|y workers, have al so
been incl uded.

Wiere national statistics permt, the adjustnents have been nade si npl y
by shifting the category or categories concerned fromthe non-active or
institutionalized populationtothe category of economcally active
popul ation. Inall other cases recourse has been had to nodel s nost |y taken
fromnei ghbouring countries wth simlar denographic, social, political and
cul tural characteristics. It should be noted that incertaincountries,
particul arly those wth a Msl emcul ture, where national statistics continue
toignore wonen's contributionto agricultural work, it has been deci ded to
nake ad hoc estinates of this inportant conponent, whi ch has been added to t he
nati onal data. The adj ust nent has, however, been nade only for datainthe
| ast two decades, nanel y 1980 and 1990. I n the cases i ndi cated by a separati ng
linethe figures for these two decades are not conparable wth those for the
t hree precedi ng decades, nanely 1950, 1960 and 1970.



Wiere, owng to one or nore factors, naj or di screpanci es have appear ed
between the figures publishedinthethirdedtionfor 1950, 1960, 1970 and
1980 and that cal cul ated for 1990, owngtothe different definition retai ned
for the economcal |y active popul ation or certain categories of it, the date
when t he census or sanpl e survey was carried out (highor |owagricultural
season) or the coverage of certain categories of persons, adj ustnments have
nearly always been made to the earlier series.

Where di fferences may have ari sen between di fferent sources,
particul arly sanpl e surveys of the econom cally acti ve popul ati on and
popul ati on censuses, preference has usually been given to the fornmer

Al t hough t he adj ust nent net hodol ogy has renai ned t he sane as t hat used
inthethree previous editions, interns of quality, quantity, reliability and
conparability at theinternational andinterregional |evel, affecting Asiain
the present case, the data collected by the national authorities cor
nonet hel ess show not abl e i npr ovenent s si nce t he appearance of the third
edition, which is a great advantage to this publication and its user

For the vast n@jority of the countries and territories of the continent,
the figures presented are based on stati stics drawn froma nunber of censuses
and sanpl e surveys of the econom cally active popul ation that were nade
bet ween 1945 and 1994. For three countries, however, in the conpl et e absence
of information onthe active popul ati on, it has been necessary to resort
exclusively to enpirical nodels.

Sincethethirdeditiontheterritorial coverage of Asia has been
i ncreased by the addi tion of the Asian republics of the forner USSR Mreover,
three newcountries or territories whi ch had 200, 000 i nhabi tants by 1990,
namel y, the Mal di ve | sl ands, Macau and Brunei, have been t he subj ect of
separate estimates. F nally, one country, Kanpuchea, has resuned its forner
name of Canbodi a.



