
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stand Up, Take Action, End Poverty Now  

“We stand today in solidarity with millions of people all over the world. People who 
believe in a world where poverty and hunger CAN and MUST end…” (The Pledge)  

October 16: Stand Up, Take Action, End Poverty Event at the ILO 

The ILO and United Nations Development Program (UNDP) will host this year’s Geneva Stand 

Up and Take Action against Poverty. For the fourth consecutive year people around the world 

are standing up and demanding that leaders take action and commit to achieving the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The ILO/UNDP event will be held on 16 October at ILO 

headquarters. Officials and guests are invited to gather at the Colonnades to count their 

numbers and take the Pledge. Director-General Juan Somavia will address the group after which 

everyone is invited to enjoy some soup, the proceeds for which will help support the Geneva 

Red Cross programme “A Semester of Motivation.” To see all events organized around the 

world between 16-18 October, please visit www.standagainstpoverty.org.  

Stand Up in 2009  

The Pledge calls upon world leaders to deliver on the commitment to fight against extreme 

poverty and inequality. It states that mothers should no longer die in childbirth and that 

women’s rights are ensured; that children must not die from preventable diseases and have 

the right to quality education; that environment be protected; and that leaders must not act in 

their interests, but in those marginalized by poverty and exclusion. 

To leaders of developed countries: Job losses, financial instability and insecurity should not be 

considered without adapted social plans for a durable recovery. Promises for debt relief, more 

and better aid and trade justice must be kept. 

To leaders of developing countries: Inequality of all forms must be tackled and leaders must be 

accountable to the people, end corruption and respect human rights.  

All leaders must act, meet and exceed the MDGs; commit to signing a fair and global climate 

deal and uphold peace and security for all. 

This year, the Stand-Up actions will focus on food security and poverty alleviation – 16th of 

October marking the World Food Day – and on the status of women as achievements in this 

area are critically lagging behind the targets set for 2015.  

 

Stand Up, Take Action Against 
Poverty 
http://standagainstpoverty.org/ 

Stand Up Against Poverty 
Pledge  
http://standagainstpoverty.org/event-
materials 

MDG 2009 Report 
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Resour
ces/Static/Products/Progress2009/M
DG_Report_2009_En.pdf 

MDG Monitor 
http://www.mdgmonitor.org/ 

End Poverty 2015 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals 

2009 MDG Gap Task Force Report  
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/p
df/MDG_Gap_%20Task_Force_%20
Report_2009.pdf 

Key Indicators of the Labour 
Market 
http://www.ilo.org/empelm/lang--
en/index.htm 

Guide to new MDG Employment 
Indicators  
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/pu
blic/---
ed_emp/documents/publication/wcm
s_110511.pdf 

2009 Global Employment Trends 
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/pu
blic/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/publication/wcms
_101461.pdf 

Geneva Red Cross  
http://www.croix-rouge-ge.ch 

 

Stand Up Against Poverty: Background 

Since 2006, the United Nations Millennium Campaign (UNMC) in 

partnership with the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) and civil 

society organizations, faith based groups, local governments, youth, media 

and other role players have called upon millions of people around the world 

to Stand Up Against Poverty. This three-day mobilization event sends a 

message to world leaders to take urgent action to achieve the MDGs. At 

each event, the same Pledge is read out loud during which time all 

participants stand up. Numbers at each event are verified by Guinness 

World Records. 

 

Meet at the ILO at 11h00 to 
take the pledge and have 

some soup! 
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2009 MDG Report  

The Report states that accelerated progress for “efforts to provide productive and decent employment for all, including 

women and young people” is required (2009 MDG Report, 5). The ILO estimates that global unemployment in 2009 could 

reach between 6.1 - 7.0% for men and 6.5-7.4 % for women, where many women remain trapped in insecure or unpaid jobs.  

Millennium Development Goal 1 focuses on decent work and employment.  The goal, to “eradicate extreme poverty and 

hunger” is supported by Target 1B, to “achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all including women and 

young people.” Within this target are three areas of concern: the working poor, vulnerable employment and labour 

productivity.   

Prospects darken for the working poor: The working poor are those who do not earn enough to lift themselves and their 

families above the $1.25/day poverty line. The positive pre-crisis gains are being reversed: between 1997 and 2007 working 

poor numbers in developing countries declined from 41% to 24%, but then rose to 28% from 2008 to 2009. The worst-faring 

group is in sub-Saharan Africa where the ILO foresees no improvement. This region has the second-highest adult 

employment-to-population ratio among all regions (about 74%), but the lowest level of labour productivity. More than half the 

workers are considered extreme working poor and three quarters are engaged in vulnerable employment.  

Economic turmoil means increased vulnerable employment: Vulnerable employment is either unpaid labour from those 

contributing to a family business or own-account workers who likely do not benefit from safety nets. There was a probable 

increase of 77 million engaged in vulnerable employment between 2007 and 2008. It is expected that 80% of the female 

labour force in Oceania, sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia were engaged in vulnerable employment.  

Labour productivity: A country’s ability to create and sustain decent employment opportunities is measured through labour 

productivity. In developing regions between 1998 and 2008, the per-person output remained consistently small, growing from 

8%-11%. While productivity has remained alarmingly low in sub-Saharan Africa even declining in Oceania, it has increased 

in Eastern Asia, Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and transition countries of South-Eastern Europe. In this 

region, the share of working poor declined nearly 9% since 1997, productivity nearly doubled and proportion of vulnerable 

employment dropped.   

Looking to 2015 

It is still possible to achieve the 2015 goals.  To fulfill MDG1 measures should include: 

§ Promoting access to economic resources and decent work opportunities for all, but especially for women and youth 

§ Ensuring social safety nets and building basic universal social protection 

§ Developing infrastructure and services in both urban and rural areas which will enhance productive capacity and help 

economies transition into a global economy 

The MDGs are defined, measurable and monitored – and achievable. Stand Up and Take Action can help show the world 

what has been done and what there is left to do. 

External Relations Branch 
Partnerships and Development Cooperation 

Department 
International Labour Office 

CH-1211 Geneva 22 
Switzerland 

Tel. +41 22 799 7604 
exrel@ilo.org 

www.ilo.org/pardev 

                                  •••• 
Copyr i ght  and Permissions 1996-2009 
International Labour Organization (ILO)  

The ILO is pleased to welcome participants of the Geneva Red Cross programme 

“Le Semester de Motivation (SEMO)” to the Stand Up Event.  SEMO is a 

professional training programme for youth aged 16 to 25, offering employment 

workshops, skills refresher courses, and professional advice and helping 

participants find internships. The Red Cross also offers an internship programme: 

participants work in the Red Cross Café Solférino and in a garden, selling its 

products at a weekly market.  

 

 
 


