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Keeping the promise: Stop AIDS — Take the lead

Today the World AIDS Campaign calls on us to foouasthe role of leadership in keeping the
promise to stop AIDS.

All who have been connected with this epidemic knibam experience the devastation of
HIV/AIDS. In the world of work we have seen the tlastion of human lives and of families as
well as the assault on fundamental rights — pdeibu discrimination against HIV positive

workers and the threat of child labour — when pareall victim to AIDS. We have also

witnessed the tremendous toll on enterprises anth@m®conomy through lost productivity, loss
of skilled workers and health-care costs. The epids deadly force strikes hardest in the
productive adult population.

The ILO’s engagement is founded on our globallyaesedd goal of promoting Decent Work —
based on rights at work including freedom from dmmation, expansion of employment
opportunities, social protection for all and socialogue.

The workplace is a vital channel for fighting stigmpromoting prevention, reaching out to
provide care and support.

The ILO’s Code of Practice on HIV/AIDS and the Wbdf Work has proved to be a most useful
tool in fighting HIV/AIDS at the workplace.

A further expression of our constituents’ — emplsyeand workers’ organizations and
governments — commitment to the long haul is tkeicision to develop a legal instrument on
HIV/AIDS. It will build on the Code of Practice, irdorcing its principles, particularly with
respect to stigma and discrimination and the coation of the workplace to the achievement of
universal access to prevention, care and support.

As the epidemic evolves, so, too does our colleatesponse. Over time, the realization that this
disease is as much a development challenge assvprt of a public health crisis, is leading it to
become more firmly centred in the development agend

With this has come greater recognition of the ingoaze of an integrated approach in addressing
the breadth of the epidemic. HIV spreads alongféut lines of society and brings them into
sharper relief. The fight against the disease nalst be an integrated battle against gender
inequality as well as uneven access to educatiagnh&alth care and opportunities for decent
work, nationally, regionally and globally.
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An integrated approach is even more demanding, nmga&ffective leadership an even greater
imperative.

The ILO is committed to doing its part.
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