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 Prefac e 
 
 
The Interna tiona l Labour Organiza tion, working  through the Interna tiona l Programme for 
the Elimina tion of Child  Labour (IPEC), has turned  the p rogressive p revention and  abolition 
of c hild ren’s work into a  universa l c ause. 
 
At the g loba l level, c hild ren’s work is a  b road , c omp lex and  multi-fac eted  issue. In the 
absenc e of reliab le informa tion and  qua lita tive and  quantita tive stud ies, however, it is 
d iffic ult to find  effec tive ways to add ress the p rob lem. For many yea rs, a  lac k of da ta  
rega rd ing  the c auses, magnitude, na ture and  c onsequenc es of c hild ren’s work has 
signific antly impeded  efforts to effec tively fac e, ha lt and  elimina te the p rob lem, whic h 
a ffec ts millions of boys and  g irls a round  the world .   
 
Sinc e 1998, the Interna tiona l Programme for the Elimina tion of Child  Labour has 
administered  the Sta tistic a l Informa tion and  Monitoring  Programme on Child  Labour 
(SIMPOC). The purpose of the Programme is to assist pa rtic ipa ting  c ountries c ollec t da ta  on 
c hild ren’s work for c omparison among themselves. The overa ll ob jec tive of SIMPOC is to 
use household  surveys to genera te quantita tive da ta  on sc hool ac tivities, as well as other 
ec onomic  and  non-ec onomic  ac tivities in whic h c hild ren a re engaged  outside of sc hool. 
The p rogramme a lso a ims to c ollec t qua lita tive informa tion and  c rea te da tabases on 
c hild ren’s work. The informa tion ga thered  by SIMPOC has served  as the basis for a  number 
of stud ies in pa rtic ipa ting  c ountries. 
 
The c ollec tion and  ana lysis of reliab le da ta  supports the development of effec tive ac tions 
aga inst c hild ren’s work. It is hoped  tha t the informa tion ga thered  in d ifferent c ountries, and  
the stud ies based  on tha t informa tion, w ill fac ilita te the development, imp lementa tion and  
follow-up  of polic ies and  p rogrammes to c omba t c hild ren’s work.  It should  a lso p romote 
soc ia l a ttitudes tha t favour the susta inab le p revention and  p rogressive elimina tion of 
c hild ren’s work.    
 
I am c erta in tha t the informa tion p resented  in this report on c hild ren’s work in Nic a ragua  
w ill c ontribute to a  better understand ing  of the phenomenon, inc rease sensitivity to the 
p light of working  boys and  g irls, and  make it possib le to develop  better stra teg ies to fight 
the p rob lem.  
 
The ab ility of eac h pa rtic ipa ting  c ountry to form an inc reasing ly ac c ura te p ic ture of 
c hild ren’s work undoub ted ly points toward  the development of a  more effec tive p roc ess 
and  a  shorter pa th toward  a  world  w ithout c hild  labour. 
 

Guillermo Dema 
Subreg iona l Coord ina tor  

ILO/ IPEC for Centra l Americ a , 
Panama, The Dominic an Repub lic , Ha iti and  Mexic o 
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Foreword  
 
 
For Nic a ragua , and  surely for the rest of the world  as well, the ava ilab ility of ob jec tive and  
c onsistent da ta  on c hild ren’ s work is a  signific ant step  toward  the fulfilment of ILO 
c onventions 138 and  182, as well as the Convention on the Rights of the Child .  
 
The historic  inc lusion of a  Child  Labour Module in the 2000 Household  Survey signa ls the 
beg inning  of a  new phase in the p revention and  elimina tion of c hild ren’ s work. It w ill make 
it possib le to d raw an inc reasing ly ac c ura te p ic ture of the p rob lem in its c urrent sta te, and  
this w ill undoub ted ly fac ilita te the ac hievement of “ a  future w ithout c hild  labour” . 
 
The purpose of this report is to p rovide the c ountry w ith c lea r and  p rec ise informa tion on 
the c hief c ha rac teristic s of c hild  and  adolesc ent work in Nic a ragua , highlighting  ideas and  
issues tha t may enc ourage deba te, ana lysis and  even c ontroversy, both w ithin the 
Na tiona l Commission for the Progressive Erad ic a tion of Child  Labour and  Protec tion of the 
Adolesc ent Worker (CNEPTI), and  in soc iety a t la rge. The goa l is to genera te more effec tive 
ac tions through the c onvergenc e of rea lity, sc ienc e and  human w ill, thereby ensuring  
respec t for the rights of Nic a raguan boys and  g irls. 
 
The report a lso inc ludes c riteria  whic h c an be used  to assess the p rogress made thus fa r in 
p reventing  and  elimina ting  c hild ren’ s work. These c riteria  a re set forth in the belief tha t they 
w ill c ontribute to the quest for susta inab le human, soc ia l and  ec onomic  development. 
 
Another goa l of the report is to desc ribe ac tions insp ired  by a  va riety of d ifferent 
app roac hes, in order to identify and  ra lly a round  points on whic h everyone agrees, while 
respec ting  d ifferenc es. 
 
In my c apac ity as Minister of Labour and  Exec utive Cha irman of the Na tiona l Commission 
for the Progressive Erad ic a tion of Child  Labour and  Protec tion of the Adolesc ent Worker, I 
w ish to exp ress my thanks to a ll of the ac tors who pa rtic ipa ted  in this important effort. These 
inc lude the Interna tiona l Labour Organiza tion (ILO), whic h has p rovided  signific ant 
tec hnic a l and  financ ia l support through the Sta tistic a l Informa tion and  Monitoring  
Programme on Child  Labour (SIMPOC), the Interna tiona l Programme on the Elimina tion of 
Child  Labour (IPEC), and  its offic es in Geneva , Costa  Ric a  and  Nic a ragua . Its efforts have 
been foc used  on b ridg ing  the informa tion gaps tha t have stood  in the way of sw ift and  
effec tive ac tion to ac hieve “ a  world  w ithout c hild  labour” . The work of ILO has p rovided  us 
w ith a  da tabase tha t c onta ins quantita tive and  qua lita tive informa tion, as well as stud ies 
tha t ob jec tively desc ribe the situa tion of working  boys and  g irls.   
 
I would  a lso like to thank UNICEF and  the Centra l Bank of Nic a ragua  for their timely 
tec hnic a l and  financ ia l support, and  the members of CNEPTI – pa rtic ula rly the Na tiona l 
Household  Survey Subc ommittee – for their important c ontributions. 
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The tec hnic a l sta ff of the Genera l Direc tora te of Emp loyment and  Wages of the Ministry of 
Labour deserves spec ia l rec ognition. Like the survey workers and  c onsultants involved  in 
this p rojec t, they have d isp layed  a  high level of p rofessiona lism, p rovid ing  us w ith high-
qua lity doc uments on c hild ren’ s work. The tec hnic a l sta ff strove to c a rry its ana lyses 
beyond  simp le interp reta tion of da ta , in order to revea l the imp lic a tions the survey results 
hold  for the c ountry. 
 
Other entities deserving  of mention inc lude the Na tiona l Institute of Sta tistic s and  Censuses 
(INEC), the Ministry of Hea lth (MINSA), the Ministry of Educ a tion, Culture and  Sports (MECD), 
UNDP and  a ll of those organiza tions whic h, through their writings, p rovided  va luab le insights 
tha t helped  us to design a  more thorough and  useful ana lysis. 
 
Very spec ia l thanks a re due to the peop le who p rovided  the informa tion – espec ia lly the   
surveyed  boys and  g irls and  their families.  
 
Thanks should  a lso be extended  to the government of the United  Sta tes, for c hannelling  
financ ia l support through ILO for this initia tive of na tiona l importanc e. 
 
Both this effort and  those to c ome a re ded ic a ted  to the entire c ountry, and  espec ia lly to its 
working  boys and  g irls. They deserve our full support in their efforts to transform their rea lity 
in sea rc h of a  better qua lity of life. 
 
 
 
 
 

Virg ilio Gurd ián 
Minister of Labour and  Cha irman of the Na tiona l Commission  

for the Progressive Erad ic a tion of Child  Labour (CNEPTI) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
his in-dep th ana lysis of the situa tion of 
working  c hild ren in Nic a ragua  
foc uses on those g irls and  boys who 

had  been working  during  the week 
p rec ed ing  the ENTIA 2000 survey 
(Na tiona l Survey on Child  and  
Adolesc ent Labour), as well as the 
c ha rac teristic s of their households and  
genera l living  c ond itions. As suc h, the 
ana lysis takes into ac c ount the 
fundamenta l fea tures of sa id  popula tion 
in order to c hannel more effec tive 
measures for dea ling  w ith this 
phenomenon and  to have reliab le da ta  
about the c auses of c hild  labour and  its 
ac c ompanying  fac tors. A signific ant 
effort has been made in this report, 
moreover, to c ompare households w ith 
c hild ren who work and  those having  
youngsters who do not. 
 
Main characteristics of working children 

The ENTIA 2000 survey revea ls tha t out of 
the 314,012 c hild ren between 5 and  17 
yea rs old  who sta ted  tha t they had  
worked  a t some point in their lives, 
253,057 were still working  during  the 
week p rec ed ing  the survey, tha t is, they 
were ac tua l workers, rep resenting  14.3% 
of a ll boys and  g irls in this age group . Of 
these, 187,523 (74.0%) were ma les, as 
opposed  to 65,534 (26.0%) fema les 
 
Ac c ord ing  to the ENTIA 2000 survey 
results, working  c hild ren were p resent in 
every p rovinc e, p rimarily c onc entra ted  
in the Autonomous North Atlantic  Reg ion 
(RAAN), Madriz, Jinotega , the 
Autonomous South Atlantic  Reg ion 
(RAAS) and  Nueva  Segovia . 
 
The la rgest perc entage of working  
c hild ren belonged  to rura l a reas, ma inly 
the Autonomous South Atlantic  Reg ion 
(RAAS), Chinandega , and  the 
Autonomous North Atlantic  Reg ion 
(RAAN), where over a  qua rter of a ll 
c hild ren between 5 and  17 yea rs old  
were working . Other p rovinc es w ith high 

work ra tes for c hild ren were Leon, 
Madriz, Boac o, Nueva  Segovia , Esteli, 
Ma taga lpa , and  Jinotega . 
 
As for urban working  c hild ren, a  high 
perc entage was found  in Nueva  
Segovia , Rivas, RAAN, Esteli and  
Jinotega , as well as Managua , the 
c ap ita l c ity. 
 
With respec t to educ a tiona l levels, the 
survey results revea led  da ta  tha t should  
be of ma jor c onc ern for the c ountry in 
genera l: 52.2% of working  c hild ren d id  
not a ttend  sc hool. Of those tha t d id  
manage to, 23.4% had  not c omp leted  
any level of sc hooling , 62.4% had  a t most 
been to p rimary sc hool, and  14.1% had  
a ttended  some high sc hool 
 
Regard ing  industry, it was notic ed  tha t 
the ma jor sec tors in whic h they were 
involved  a re agric ulture, forestry, and  
fishing , whereas 20.4% were working  in 
trade.  
 
Regard ing  oc c upa tions, unskilled  
labourers rep resent 64.9% of a ll working  
c hild ren. 
 
With rega rds to wha t they ea rned  for 
their work, out of the 253,057 working  
c hild ren, only 101,536 (40.0%) reported  
rec eiving  an inc ome for their work. The 
rest worked  as unpa id  assistants or 
rec eived  retribution in kind . 
 
Although g irls had  higher sc hooling  
levels, their ea rnings were lower. The 
lowest wages were found  in c ommunity, 
soc ia l, and  persona l servic es and  in 
agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing . 
Add itiona lly, g irls domina te the servic es 
sec tor.  
 
Characteristics of households with 
working children 

 
Most households w ith working  c hild ren 
were in Ma taga lpa , Chinandega , Leon, 

T
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Jinotega , and  the Autonomous North 
and  South Atlantic  Reg ions (RAAN and  
RAAS). 
 
Regard ing  a rea  of residenc e, the 
ma jority of households w ith working  
c hild ren were in rura l a reas (62.2%). In 
sta rk c ontrast, the ma jority of households 
w ith non-working  c hild ren were in urban 
a reas (64.0%). 
 
The p rovinc es w ith the highest number of 
working  boys and  g irls in rura l a reas were 
RAAS, Madriz, Rio San Juan, Jinotega , la  
RAAN, Boac o, Ma taga lpa  y Rivas. 
 
In both types of households (w ith and  
w ithout working  c hild ren), c lose to 30% of 
the heads were women. A fundamenta l 
d ifferenc e is found  between urban and  
rura l a reas, g iven tha t in the former the 
perc entage of fema le-headed  
households is higher. 
 
Sc hooling  levels for heads of working  
c hild ren’ s households were lower than 
those in the c ase of non-working  
c hild ren. In fac t, 41.5% of the former had  
no level of sc hooling , as opposed  to only 
22.8% of the la tter. Only 10.0% of those 
heads of working  c hild ren’ s households 
had  a ttended  some high sc hool, and  
1.7% had  gone to university. In c ontrast, 
out of those w ithout working  c hild ren in 
the household , a  tota l of 25.4% had  
gone to high sc hool, and  9.5% had  
a ttended  university. 
 
A higher level of unemp loyment was 
found  among heads of households 
w ithout c hild  workers (20.0%) as opposed  
to those w ith working  c hild ren (14.0%), 
whic h ind ic a tes and  aga in c onfirms tha t 
beyond  poverty, there a re psyc holog ic a l 
and  soc ia l fac tors tha t p romote c hild  
labour. Simila rly, higher inc ome was 
reported  in households of non-working  
c hild ren. Moreover, the d isadvantaged  
position of heads of working  c hild ren’ s 
households w ith respec t to their own job  
p lac ement was c onfirmed . For examp le, 
18.7% of these were unskilled  labourers, in 
c ontrast w ith only 12.1% of the heads of 

households in whic h c hild ren d id  not 
work. Furthermore, of these, 12.7% were 
emp loyed  as administra tors, tec hnic ians, 
top  level tec hnic ians, and  p rofessiona ls. 
However, among heads of working  
c hild ren’ s households, a  sc ant 3.6% held  
simila r positions. 
 
Living conditions of working children 
 
In genera l, it was found  tha t the living  
c ond itions of both groups --- those 
households having  working  boys and  g irls 
and  those tha t d id  not --- were quite fa r 
from being  op tima l for the c hild ren’ s 
development.  Nevertheless, in working  
c hild ren’ s households, the 
d isadvantages were grea ter:  
 
•  A tota l of 18.5% of the dwellings of 
working  c hild ren were shac ks or hut-like 
struc tures, as opposed  to only 10.0% of 
those in whic h the c hild ren d id  not work.  
 
•  It is estima ted  tha t 6.4% of working  
c hild ren’ s dwellings were improvised  
(made w ith p lastic  sheeting , wood  
sc raps, c a rdboard , c orruga ted  tin, etc .), 
in c ontrast w ith 4.0% of dwellings of non-
working  c hild ren.  
 
•  App roxima tely 9.7% of working  c hild ren 
inhab ited  dwellings w ith no flush toilet or 
la trine, whereas only 4.3% of those 
dwellings in whic h the c hild ren d id  not 
work lac ked  these fac ilities.  
 
•  Just 11.6% of dwellings of working  
c hild ren had  indoor sanita ry fac ilities, as 
opposed  to 26.3% of dwellings in whic h 
the c hild ren d id  not work.  
 
•  Simila rly, only 24.2% of dwellings of 
working  c hild ren had  potab le wa ter, as 
opposed  to 41.1% of dwellings of non-
working  c hild ren.  
 
•  In 39.1% of working  c hild ren’ s dwellings, 
there was no elec tric  power, in c ontrast 
w ith only 19.2% for the other g roup .  
 
•  A tota l of 50.7% of dwellings w ith non-
working  c hild ren used  firewood  for 
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c ooking , as opposed  to 76.8% of 
dwellings of c hild ren who worked .  
 
•  For only 26.4% of working  c hild ren’ s 
households was inc ome derived  from 
stab le emp loyment, in c ontrast w ith 
45.8% of households w ith non-working  
c hild ren.  
 
•  In add ition to regula r emp loyment, 
3.5% of households w ithout working  
c hild ren had  other inc ome sourc es, 
whic h only oc c urred  in 1.4% of the group  
w ith c hild ren who worked .  
 
Comparing  expend iture levels for both 
types of households, the most relevant 
d ifferenc e is tha t on educ a tion. The 
average sc hool-rela ted  expend iture of 
households w ith working  c hild ren was 
C$122.71 (less than US$10), whereas sa id  

expend iture was doub le in households of 
c hild ren who d id  not work. 
 
Figures from the survey a lso revea l tha t, 
desp ite their lower inc ome, working  
c hild ren’ s households had , on average, 
more members than those in the other 
g roup , the ma in d ifferenc e being  in the 
number of c hild ren under 18 yea rs of 
age.  
 
The ana lysis showed  the c lea r 
d isadvantage of work in every aspec t of 
the lives of the young vic tims and  their 
entire families. It is d iffic ult to asc erta in 
whic h situa tions a re c auses and  whic h 
merely effec ts. However, it is urgent tha t 
the p revention and  erad ic a tion of this 
phenomenon be fac ed  w ith the grea test 
energy and  c ommitment possib le.  
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1. THE NATIONAL CONTEXT 
 
 
1.1 Introduction  
 
For this in-dep th study of working  g irls 
and  boys in Nic a ragua , it is nec essa ry to 
beg in w ith a  desc rip tion of the c ountry’ s 
demographic  p rofile, inc lud ing  the 
struc ture, g rowth, and  geographic  
d istribution of the populac e, as well as 
educ a tiona l aspec ts, espec ia lly 
illiterac y, ac c ess to sc hooling , d ropout 
ra tes, and  pub lic  expend iture on 
educ a tion. With respec t to ec onomic  
fea tures, ec onomic  growth, inc ome 
d istribution, job  ac c ess and  poverty 
levels have to be c onsidered , a long w ith 
the living  c ond itions of Nic a raguan 
families, in pa rtic ula r those c ond itions 
rela ted  to dwelling  and  ac c ess to 
servic es, and  c ha rac teristic s of the 
heads of household . 
 
1.2 What is Nicaragua’s populace like?  
 
The Nic a raguan popula tion has grown 
fivefold 1 in the last 50 yea rs, from 
1,049,611 inhab itants in 1950 to 5,205,023 
in the yea r 2001. The c ountry has a  tota l 
surfac e a rea  of 130,374 Km2 w ith a  
popula tion density of 39.9 inhab itants 
per Km2 in 2001, the lowest in Centra l 
Americ a . The estima ted  annua l average 
popula tion growth ra te for the period  of 
2000 – 2005 is 2.6%. A tota l of 42.5% of 
the populac e resides in rura l a reas. 
Distribution by sex is a lmost equa l 
between men and  women.  
 
Ac c ord ing  to the Living  Standard  
Measurement Study 2001 (EMNV), the 
geographic  d istribution of the 
popula tion by reg ion is quite d iverse, as 
seen in the follow ing tab le:  
 

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Offic ia l da ta  from INEC. Nic a raguan Demography and  
Hea lth Survey (ENDESA) 2001. Oc tober 2002. 

Table #1.1 
Percent distribution of the population by 
area of residence, by region, 1993 and 

2001 
1993 2001 Region 

Urban Rural Urban Rural 
Managua 80.3 19.7 91.5 8.5 
Pac ific 2 58.2 41.8 54.8 45.2 
Centra l3 32.7 67.3 40.6 59.4 
Atlantic 4 37.0 63.0 45.6 54.4 

Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
In Managua , site of the na tion’ s c ap ita l, 
the p roportion of the popula tion tha t is 
urban inc reased  by 11 perc entage 
points between 1993 and  2001, from 
80.3% to 91.5%. This is due in pa rt to rura l 
residents migra ting  to the c ap ita l and  
other urban c entres in sea rc h of jobs 
and  a  better standard  of living . The 
same situa tion was observed  in the 
Centra l and  Atlantic  reg ions, but to a  
lesser extent. 
 
Nic a ragua ’ s popula tion is young, w ith 
2,692,541 inhab itants under 18 yea rs of 
age in the yea r 2001, slightly more than 
ha lf (51.7%) of the tota l populac e. This is 
the group  whic h requires the grea test 
investment from the sta te and  soc iety as 
a  whole in the form of basic  and  
fundamenta l servic es suc h as food , 
sc hooling , hea lth, sa fety, and  
rec rea tion. These element a re nec essa ry 
in order to fully be ab le to exerc ise their 
rights and  op timise their c apac ities, and  
thus be ab le to live a  full, reward ing  life 
and , onc e they bec ome adults, 
c ontribute to the na tion’ s development.  
 
From this young popula tion, ac c ord ing  
to the ENDESA 20015 survey, 10.6% of 

                                                 
2 The Pac ific  reg ion inc ludes the p rovinc es of Masaya , 
Granada , Ca razo, Rivas, Leon, and  Chinandega . 
3 The Centra l reg ion inc ludes Ma taga lpa , Jinotega , Nueva  
Segovia , Madriz, Boac o, and  Chonta les. 
4 The Atlantic  or Ca ribbean reg ion inc ludes the 
Autonomous Regions of the North and  South Atlantic  and  
Rio San Juan. 
5 Nic a raguan Survey of Demography and  Hea lth of the 
Na tiona l Institute of Sta tistic s and  Census of Nic a ragua .  
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adolesc ent fema les between the ages 
of 15 and  17 a re a lready mothers, and  
4.0% were p regnant w ith their first c hild  
a t the moment tha t the survey was 
being  c a rried  out. In short, nea rly 15.0% 
of them a re dea ling  w ith motherhood  a t 
a  time of their lives when they should  be 
studying , develop ing  their own 
persona lities, and  having  fun. By the 
same token, they a re c ontributing  to 
Nic a ragua ’ s high b irth ra te. 
 
1.3 What is Nicaragua’s economic and 

development status?  
 
Many yea rs of soc ia l and  politic a l 
instab ility, of inadequa te development 
polic ies, and  na tura l d isasters tha t have 
devasta ted  la rge ec onomic  sec tors of 
its territory, have rendered  Nic a ragua ’ s 
c urrent ec onomic  situa tion as one of 
d iffic ulty and  ha rdship . All of these 
d isadvantages have made its Gross 
Domestic  Produc t (GDP) per c ap ita  the 
reg ion’ s lowest. 
 
In rec ent yea rs, notab le efforts have 
been made toward  ec onomic  
integra tion, both w ith the reg ion and  
w ith the rest of the world , but 
Nic a ragua ’ s position is still p rec a rious, 
desp ite a  slight positive growth trend  of 
its Gross Domestic  Produc t (GDP) per 
c ap ita  sinc e 1994, as c an be noted  in 
the graph below:  
 

Chart #1.1 
Trend in GDP per capita, 1990-2001 

Sourc e: Centra l Bank of Nic a ragua , July 2002 
 
The na tion’ s ec onomic  vulnerab ility c an 
be observed  in its eleva ted  domestic  

and  foreign deb t, the defic its in the 
trade ac c ount and  the ba lanc e of 
payments, its sc ant d iversific a tion of 
exports and  low export volume, the 
dependenc y on imported  tec hnology 
and  goods, and  its weak infrastruc ture in 
the a reas of c ommunic a tions, energy, 
and  transporta tion. The trade defic it 
a lone (this being  the d ifferenc e 
between FOB exports and  FOB imports) 
has reac hed  a  thousand  million dolla rs. 
The c ountry’ s annua l deb t per c ap ita  is 
US$1,224.60. On the other hand , a t 
c urrent reta il p ric es, the average 
workers’  wage c overs only the c ost of 
one and  a  ha lf basic  shopp ing  baskets.  
 
Nic a raguan family inc ome revea ls la rge 
gaps in terms of equa lity in d istribution. 
Ac c ord ing  to the Human Development 
in Nic a ragua  report, whic h was made 
pub lic  in 20026, the poorest dec ile of the 
popula tion— c omprising  some 520,000 
inhab itants, had  ac c ess to only 1.3% of 
the tota l inc ome genera ted  in the 
c ountry in 2001. In vivid  c ontrast, the top  
dec ile, being  tha t of the ric hest 10% of 
the populac e and  c omprising  the same 
number of inhab itants, app rop ria ted  
46.1% of the na tion’ s tota l wea lth. Of this 
sec tor, the wea lthiest 1% a lone 
ga rnered  18.4% of a ll inc ome, whic h is 
equiva lent to more than wha t the first 
five dec iles (ha lf the popula tion, some 
2.6 million inhab itants) were ab le to 
ea rn. Together, the five poorest g roups 
only rec eived  15.4% of the tota l inc ome 
genera ted  in Nic a ragua . 
 
If we c ompare 1998 w ith 2001, a  minima l 
inc rease in the perc entage of tota l 
inc ome rec eived  is noted  among the 
first three dec iles of the popula tion, 
whic h does not rep resent signific ant 
c hanges in their qua lity of life. However, 
a  slight d rop  in the ea rnings of the fifth 
through ninth groups c an be seen, in 
other words, among the midd le c lass. 
The ea rnings of the top  dec ile a lone, the 
ric hest sec tor, g rew from 45.4% to 46.1% 

                                                 
6 UNDP, 2002. 
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of tota l na tiona l inc ome, tha t is, the 
wea lthiest members of the populac e 
inc reased  their perc entage sha re of 
tota l inc ome. 
 

Table #1.2 
Income distribution, 1998 and 2001 

Proportion of national income 
received by each decile Decile 

1998 2001 
First 1.0 1.3 
Sec ond 2.0 2.3 
Third  2.9 3.1 
Fourth 3.9 3.9 
Fifth  5.0 4.8 
Sixth  6.3 6.0 
Seventh  7.9 7.7 
Eighth  10.6 10.2 
Ninth  15.1 14.6 
Tenth  45.4 46.1 
Wea lthiest 1% 16.0 18.4 

Sourc e: EMNV 1998 and  2001, INEC.  
 
All the above-mentioned  fac tors, in 
add ition to an unjust d istribution of 
wea lth, have been dec isive in reduc ing  
the vast ma jority of Nic a raguans to high 
levels of impoverishment, whic h in turn 
yields fertile g round  for permanent and  
even inc reased  c hild  labour. 
 
When ana lysing  poverty levels in the 
Centra l Americ an reg ion, we note tha t 
Nic a ragua  has the highest levels of 
poverty and  extreme poverty ac c ord ing  
to figures supp lied  by the World  Bank. 

 
Chart #1.2 

Central America: Population below 
poverty threshold levels 
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Data  p rovided  by the Na tiona l Institute 
of Sta tistic s and  Census (INEC) based  on 

the EMNV of 1993 and  2001 show tha t 
poverty in Nic a ragua  d iminished  slightly, 
but tha t the number of persons below 
the poverty line rose due to popula tion 
growth, rising  from 2,099,954 in 1993 to 
2,383,901 in the yea r 2001. 
 
As for peop le under the extreme poverty 
line, a lthough there was a  minor d rop  in 
this popula tion sinc e 1993, the situa tion is 
not more enc ourag ing  g iven tha t in 
2001 there were still 785,958 Nic a raguans 
in this p rec a rious c ond ition 
 
In genera l, both poverty and  extreme 
poverty ha rm more peop le in the rura l 
ra ther than the urban a reas of the 
c ountry. There a re c lose to two poor 
persons in rura l a reas per poor person in 
urban a reas, whic h is an important 
ind ic a tor of a  higher inc idenc e of c hild  
labour in this sec tor as well.  
 
In this c ontext, it is ha rd  not to suppose 
tha t working  c hild ren p rimarily c ome 
from the popula tion of persons living  in 
poverty and  extreme poverty. 
Experienc e has a lso shown tha t c ultura l 
p rac tic es and  beliefs about c hildhood  
and  adolesc enc e have a  strong impac t, 
but poverty doub tlessly is an important 
fac tor in this phenomenon’ s orig in.  
 
Based  on these figures, it is even more 
c ruc ia l than ever tha t the measures 
p roposed  by the government in its 
Stra tegy for Ec onomic  Growth and  
Poverty Reduc tion (ECERP) be 
imp lemented  more effic iently, as well as 
other ac tions taken by va rious institutions 
and  soc iety in genera l. In this way, a  
signific ant reduc tion of the numbers of 
the na tion’ s peop le living  in poverty or 
extreme poverty c an be b rought about. 
In add ition, c hild  labour ra tes must be 
taken as an important ind ic a tor of 
impoverishment. 
 
Emp loyment is a lso a  dec isive fac tor in 
the ec onomic  deteriora tion or 
improvement of peop le. In 2001, out of 
Nic a ragua ’ s tota l popula tion, the 
Ec onomic a lly Ac tive Popula tion (EAP) 
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was c omprised  of 1.9 million persons, of 
whom 64% were men and  only 36% 
women. In Tab le # 1.3, emp loyment 
figures for tha t yea r a re summarised , 
and  it is noted  tha t whereas 88.7% were 
emp loyed  in the tec hnic a l sense, full-
time emp loyment, tha t is, a t positions 
w ith standard  working  shifts pa id  a t 
minimum wage or better, stood  a t only 
54.1% of the EAP. 
 

 Table #1.3 
Main employment indicators  

Indicator % 

Partic ipa tion ra te7  49.7 

Employment ra te 8 88.7 
Full emp loyment ra te 54.1 

Underemployment ra te9  34.6 
Unemployment ra te 11.3 

Sourc e: Household  survey, July 2001, MITRAB  
 
Open unemp loyment10, observed  over 
an entire dec ade (see Chart # 1.3), rose 
to its highest point in 1993, a t 17.8%. This 
ra te fell to 9.8% in 2000, but has sinc e 
worsened  as the jobs needed  by the 
EAP were not c rea ted , lead ing  to the 
subsequent rise in open unemp loyment. 
Another fac tor fuelling  the rise in the 
unemp loyment ra te has been the 
d ismantling  of the sta te appara tus as a  
result of agreements made w ith 
interna tiona l entities. 
 
Ac c ord ing  to the EMNV surveys c a rried  
out in 1998 and  2001, emp loyment in the 
informa l sec tor of the ec onomy has 
grown, while tha t in the forma l sec tor 
has d iminished  from 53.1% in 1998 to 
50.2% in 2001. Emp loyment of c hild ren 
p rimarily takes p lac e in the informa l 
sec tor. It c an a lso be observed  tha t the 
inc rease in the ec onomic a lly ac tive 

                                                 
7 This is the rela tionship  between the EAP and  the 
popula tion in working age (10 yea rs old  and  over).  
8 The emp loyment ra te is the perc entage of the 
ec onomic a lly ac tive popula tion tha t is emp loyed . 
9 It refers to visib le and  invisib le underemp loyment. The first 
means tha t the person involunta rily works less than 40 hours 
a  week. The sec ond  oc c urs when less than the minimum 
wage in the c orrespond ing sec tor is rec eived , even when 
the person works 40 hours or more per week. 
10 It refers to those persons without work but who a re willing  
and  ab le to work. 

popula tion, pa rtic ula rly the young one, 
is not being  absorbed  by the forma l 
sec tor, thus these persons end  up  in the 
ranks of the unemp loyed , working  a t 
odd  jobs, or for family businesses, as the 
follow ing tab le shows. 
 

Table #1.4 
Employment rate by category in 

employment, 1998 and 2001 (in %) 

Sourc e: EMNV 1998 and  2001, INEC. 
 
Like other develop ing  c ountries, 
Nic a ragua  is w itnessing  a  rise in the 
perc entage of jobs in the tertia ry 
sec tor11, whic h emp loys 48.9% of the 
emp loyed  EAP. In sec ond  p lac e is the 
p rimary sec tor12 w ith 34.2%, and  in fina l 
p lac e the sec ondary sec tor13, whic h 
genera ted  only 16.9% of jobs, ac c ord ing  
to the EMNV survey of 2001. 
 

Chart #1.3 
Evolution of open unemployment rate, 

1990-2002 
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11 The tertia ry sec tor c omprises: trade, hotels and  
restaurants; c ommunity, soc ia l and  persona l servic es; 
transporta tion, storage and  c ommunic a tions; elec tric ity, 
gas and  wa ter; financ ia l and  insuranac e estab lishments. 
12 The p rimary sec tor c omprises agric ulture, silvic ulture and  
forestry. 
13 The sec onda ry sec tor inc ludes: manufac turing ; 
c onstruc tion; mining and  qua rrying. 

Category in employment 1998 2001 
Independent workers  31.1 33.0 
Employers 3.6 5.0 
Own ac c ount workers 27.5 28.0 
Sa la ried  workers 53.1 50.2 
Employee /  labourer 42.2 40.0 
Casua l worker /  Peon 10.6 10.0 
Co-opera tive member 0.2 0.2 
Other 0.1 0.0 
Unpa id  family worker  15.8 17.0 
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This c onc entra tion of emp loyment in the 
tertia ry sec tor is due to some extent to 
g loba lisa tion and  the ensuing  inc reased  
c ommerc ia l and  financ ia l trade among 
c ountries. In this sense, the inflow of 
multina tiona ls, as well as na tiona l and  
foreign c ap ita l is gea red  toward  the 
servic e and  trade sec tors, whic h g ives 
rise to the c rea tion of more emp loyment 
in these sec tors than in the others. 
Another reason is rela ted  to the 
existenc e of better sa la ries, high enough 
to purc hase the basic  shopp ing  basket 
of 53 p roduc ts14, as shown in Tab le # 1.5.   
 

Table #1.5 
Average wages and coverage of the 
basic shopping basket, by industry 

Average wages 
Industry  

C$ US$ 

Average wages 
/  cost of basic 

shopping basket 
Construc tion 3,025.0 225.0 1.7 
Trade, restaurants, 

and  hotels 4,353.8 323.8 2.4 

Manufac turing 
industry 3,272.9 243.4 1.8 

Community, soc ia l, 
and  persona l 
servic es  

3,404.5 253.2 1.9 

Agric ulture and  
livestoc k 704.0 52.4 0.4 

Centra l 
government 2,412.3 179.4 1.3 

Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC 
 
If the tra its of the job  market a re 
ana lysed  w ith respec t to sex, women 
have a  higher risk of being  unemp loyed , 
w ith this inequa lity being  even more 
marked  among rura l women and  those 
living  in extreme poverty. Ac c ord ing  to 
the EMNV survey of 2001, 13.0% of 
women in genera l were unemp loyed , as 
opposed  to 10.3% of men.  However, 
among women in extreme poverty 
25.6% were unemp loyed  versus 9.4% of 
men, and  the situa tion of rura l women 
was even worse, w ith 30.5% unemp loyed  
as opposed  to 8.0% of those men. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
14 Ac c ord ing to the Centra l Bank of Nic a ragua , the c ost of 
the basket of goods was C$7,979.15 (US$147) in tha t yea r. 

1.4 What is the educational level of 
Nicaragua’s population?  

 
Ac c ord ing  to the 2001 EMNV survey, the 
illiterac y ra te reac hed  20.5% for a ll 
persons 10 yea rs of age and  older in the 
yea r 2001. Progress in the reduc tion of 
this ra te has not been notab le desp ite 
the efforts made, due to the Ministry of 
Educ a tion’ s budget defic it, among 
other reasons. Ac c ord ing  to the  
Nic a ragua  Human Development Report, 
issued  in 200215, the va rious literac y 
p rograms, both governmenta l and  
independent, tha t exist in the c ountry 
only assist 57,750 persons annua lly, less 
than 10% of the 779,404 illitera te persons 
over age 10 in the c ountry. 
 
Illiterac y has c hanged  over time 
ac c ord ing  to geographic  reg ion, as 
seen in Tab le # 1.6. In genera l terms, the 
ra te fell from 23.5% in 1993 to 20.5% in 
2001, not a  signific ant c hange in a lmost 
a  dec ade. Nevertheless, the most 
worrisome aspec t is the rise in illiterac y in 
the urban a reas of the Atlantic , Centra l, 
and  to a  lesser extent, Pac ific  zones, a  
phenomenon tha t c an be assoc ia ted  
w ith the migra tion from the c ountryside 
to c ities whic h lac k sc hool fac ilities, and  
where poverty impedes ac c ess to 
educ a tion for most. In 2001, the highest 
ra tes of illiterac y were in the rura l a reas 
of the c ountry’ s Atlantic  and  Centra l 
zones 
 

Table #1.6 
Illiteracy of the population 10 years of 
age and over, by geographic region 

Illiteracy rate (%) Region 
1993 1998 2001 

Country average 23.5 20.9 20.5 
Managua 14.7 9.7 9.5 
Urban Pac ific   10.8 11.7 11.3 
Rura l Pac ific  26.9 24.1 23.4 
Urban Centra l 15.0 14.5 18.9 
Rura l Centra l 48.2 40.8 39.6 
Urban Atlantic  15.2 19.2 18.2 
Rura l Atlantic  46.9 44.2 39.9 

Sourc e: EMNV 1993, 1998, and  2001, INEC.  
 

                                                 
15 UNDP, 2002. 
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Illiterac y among 10 to 17 yea r olds is 
marked ly d ifferentia ted  between the 
sexes: g rea ter numbers of ma les a re 
illitera te than fema les, w ith higher 
frequenc y in rura l a reas.  
 

Table #1.7 
Illiteracy by sex and area of residence, by 

age group (in %) 
Age 
group Men Women Urban 

area 
Rural 
area  

Country 
average 

10-14 14.9 9.8 5.7 20.6 12.4 

15-17 15.1 9.2 5.7 21.3 12.1 
Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
It has bec ome inc reasing ly c lea r tha t 
educ a tion is the key to peop le’ s soc ia l 
and  ec onomic  development. Moreover, 
in the life of a  human being , educ a tion 
c onstitutes a  systematic  and  ongoing  
p roc ess, and  log ic a lly, ea rly c hildhood  
educ a tion, inc lud ing  p rimary sc hool, is its 
founda tion. 
 
Seen as suc h, educ a tion should  be a  
p riority issue of na tiona l governments 
and  soc iety in genera l. However, 
Nic a ragua  still shows d isc ourag ing  signs 
is this a rea , a lthough ac c ord ing  to the 
Nic a ragua  Human Development Report 
in issued  in 200216, the c ountry’ s 
popula tion does c onsider tha t 
educ a tion opens up  new opportunities. 
They view it as essentia l for ac c ess to 
better living  c ond itions, and  an 
existenc e w ith fewer worries and  
c onstra ints and  more opportunities, 
a llow ing for soc ia l integra tion as 
opposed  to exc lusion and  
marg ina lisa tion. 
 
Ac c ess to educ a tion is an ongoing  
c onc ern. Ac c ord ing  to the Ministry of 
Educ a tion, Culture, and  Sports (MECD) 
and  figures from the Na tiona l Institute of 
Sta tistic s and  the Census (INEC), the net 
ra tes17 of enrolment a re: 26.1 for p re-
sc hool, 81.1 for p rimary sc hool, and  37.2 
for high sc hool. This means tha t more 

                                                 
15 UNDP, 2002. 
16 UNDP, 2002.  
17 Quotient between enrollment of c hild ren in the 
c orrespond ing ages and  the entire popula tion a t these 
ages.  

than 800,000 c hild ren between 3 and  17 
yea rs c annot exerc ise their lawful right 
to an educ a tion. 
 
On the other hand , high d ropout ra tes 
c ontinue to be one of the worst 
p rob lems tha t the na tion’ s educ a tion 
system fac es. Some of the c auses a re 
pup ils’  lac k of motiva tion, c hild  labour, 
high c osts, and  poorly tra ined  teac hers, 
among others. The follow ing tab le 
p rovides a  more c omp lete overview of 
the p rob lem. 
 

Table #1.8  
Dropout rates in primary and secondary 

school, 1997-2001 (in %) 
Level 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Primary 11.4 8.0 7.1 5.3 5.8 
Sec ondary 13.8 12.1 11.2 8.7 8.1 

Sourc e: MECD.  
 
Simila rly, ac c ord ing  to the ENDESA 2001 
survey, the perc entage of youngsters 
repea ting  the same grade in whic h they 
were enrolled  in the p rec ed ing  yea r, is 
15.8% and  14.7% in first g rade of p rimary 
sc hool for g irls and  boys, respec tively, 
reac hing  17.8% and  12.2% for g irls and  
boys, respec tively, a t the same sc hool 
level in rura l a reas. 
 
Expend iture on educ a tion has risen 
overa ll in the last 5 yea rs, doub ling  in 
absolute terms from 79 million dolla rs in 
1995, whic h amounted  to 13.5% of 
government expenses, to 161 million 
dolla rs in 2001, or 16.3% of the tota l 
budget.  
 
Ac c ord ing  to Tab le # 1.9, looking  a t this 
outlay of funds per student in the most 
basic  level of instruc tion (p re-sc hool, 
p rimary, and  high sc hool), the rise in 
spend ing  is c onc entra ted  a t the p rimary 
sc hool level, d iminishing  a t the p re-
sc hool and  sec ondary levels. This is due 
to, among other reasons, the fac t tha t 
many educ a tion c entres entered  a  self-
fund ing  or autonomous administra tive 
reg ime whic h a llowed  loc a l sc hool 
administra tions, by means of sc hool 
c ounc il resolutions, to estab lish their own 
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quotas and  c ollec t tuition through 
volunta ry c ontributions from the 
students’  families. 
 

Table #1.9  
Current cost per student, 1995 and 2000 

(in nominal dollars) 
Educational levels 1995 2000 
Pre-sc hool 16.5 5.6 
Primary 38.6 54.7 
Sec ondary 28.9 32.2 

Sourc e: Nic a ragua  Human Development Report, 2002, 
UNDP.  
 
1.5 Nicaraguans’ living conditions 
 
Housing, besides being  the physic a l 
spac e of a  home, is a lso where the ties 
of sec urity and  solida rity a re estab lished , 
a long w ith ethic a l and  sp iritua l va lues 
instilled , in the c ritic a l developmenta l 
stages of g irls and  boys. As suc h, it is 
believed  tha t defic ient living  c ond itions 
mar the qua lity of life of a  family and  
limits their development. 
 
In this sense, c ond itions in Nic a raguans’  
households a re fa r from being  op tima l. 
Potab le wa ter, one of the most 
important basic  needs for human 
hea lth, was ava ilab le either inside or 
outside the dwelling  in only 61.8% of the 
c ases, ac c ord ing  to the 1993 EMNV 
survey. In 2001, this perc entage had  
risen to 65.9%. In rura l a reas, the situa tion 
was even more p rec a rious: only 26.6% of 
dwellings in 1993 and  32.2% in 2001 had  
ac c ess to potab le wa ter.  
 
In 1993, 81.7% of dwellings had  a  flush 
toilet or la trine, w ith this figure rising  to 
85.6% in 2001. Simila rly, the perc entage 
of dwellings w ith ac c ess to elec tric ity 
went from 70.6% in 1993 to 72.2% in 2001. 
Only a  slow inc rease in ac c ess to these 
servic es is observab le, whic h imp lies a  
hind ranc e for the full development of a ll 
family members, above a ll c hild ren, in 
their most c ritic a l stages  
 
Overc rowd ing 18 was p resent in 47.7% of 

                                                 
18 Overc rowd ing is defined  ac c ord ing to the methodology 
estab lished  by the Unmet Basic  Needs (NBI) as being 4 or 

dwellings in 1993, inc reasing  to 48.7% in 
2001. A number of stud ies have shown 
tha t overc rowd ing, assoc ia ted  w ith 
poverty, not only genera tes frustra tion in 
human beings who a re in the p roc ess of 
build ing  their own identity, but tha t it 
a lso c ontributes to intra -family domestic  
violenc e, as well as aggressive forms of 
c ommunic a tion among family 
members. In the c ase of c hild ren, it c an 
c ause p remature abandonment of the  
home to sea rc h for their own identity 
and  improved  well-being . 
 
The head  of household , likewise, often 
determines the level of asp ira tions and  
development of the household ’ s 
members. In add ition to many soc io-
ec onomic  d iffic ulties p resent, it is 
important to note tha t many 
Nic a raguan households a re headed  by 
a  woman who is genera lly the mother of 
the young members of the family, 
imp lying  tha t the full responsib ility for 
both the home and  c hild ren fa lls on 
these women  
 
In 1993, the number of households w ith a  
fema le head , ac c ord ing  to the EMNV 
survey, was 28.1%, whic h had  risen to 
28.3% in 2001. Va rious stud ies have 
revea led  tha t, in suc h households, the 
women in c ha rge have limited  job  
opportunities, the family inc ome is lower, 
poverty is more c ommon, and  the risk for 
c hild  labour is higher. 
 
Regard ing  hea lth c a re, ac c ord ing  to 
the 2001 EMNV survey, 38.0% of the 
popula tion reported  having  been ill or 
injured  during  the month p rec ed ing  the 
survey, and  of these, app roxima tely ha lf 
had  rec eived  some kind  of med ic a l 
a ttention. 
 
Both the poor and  non–poor get ill a t 
app roxima tely the same ra te (38.8% and  
37.1%, respec tively), but the kind  of 
med ic a l c a re rec eived  va ries 

                                                                     
more persons in a  sing le room or bed room in urban a reas, 
and  5 or more persons in a  sing le room or bed room in rura l 
a reas. 
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c onsiderab ly between the two 
popula tions. Among the non-poor, 
55.7% reported  having  rec eived  med ic a l 
a ttention, while only 42.7% of the poor 
had  done so.  The poor exp la ined  not 
going  to the doc tor as being  for lac k of 
money (20.0%), due to their a lready 
knowing wha t a iled  them (39.2%), 
bec ause med ic a l c a re was defic ient in 
qua lity (11.3%), or bec ause the a ilment 
was minor (19.1%). 
 
Nic a raguans in genera l have little 
c hanc e of getting  med ic a l insuranc e 
c overage, whether through the 

Nic a raguan Institute of Soc ia l Sec urity 
(INSS) or w ith p riva te insurers. Only 8.8% 
of the tota l popula tion is insured , and  
among the poor and  extremely poor, 
the figures a re only 2.9% and  1.1%, 
respec tively, c ompared  to 13.8% of the 
non-poor. In rura l a reas, only 1.0% of the 
extremely poor has any form of hea lth 
insuranc e. It bea rs noting  tha t a  
populac e w ith hea lth defic ienc ies 
c annot c ontribute effec tively to their 
own families’  development, or to tha t of 
the c ountry as a  whole. 
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2. Ana lysis of Working Child ren  
 
2.1 How many working children were 

there at the time of the survey, and 
what was their geographic 
distribution?  

 
Ac c ord ing  to the figures ga thered  in the 
survey, 314,012 c hild ren had  worked  a t 
some point in their lives, and  of these, 
253,057 were still working  a t the time of 
the survey. This means tha t 14.3% of a ll of 
the na tion’ s boys and  g irls in these ages 
(5 to 17 yea rs) were workers. Of them, 
187,523 (74.1%) were ma le and  65,534 
(25.9%) were fema le. 
 
INEC’ s popula tion estima tes of c hild ren 
between 5 and  17 yea rs old  in eac h 
department were useful in an ana lysis of 
the d istribution of working  c hild ren, both 
for eac h department and  for urban and  
rura l a reas w ithin eac h department. 
 
As c an be observed  in Tab le # 2.1, in the 
Autonomous North Atlantic  Reg ion 
(RAAN), the work a ffec ts 21.6% of its 
c hild ren between 5 and  17 yea rs of age, 
followed  by Madriz w ith 18.0%, Jinotega  
w ith 17.7%, and  the Autonomous South 
Atlantic  Reg ion (RAAS) and  Nueva  
Segovia , both w ith 17.2%.  
 
In ana lysing  numbers of working  c hild ren 
by a rea  of residenc e, it bec omes 
evident tha t the rura l sec tor has the 
highest inc idenc e, w ith 20.3% of its 
c hild ren workings, while in the urban 
sec tor this figure is 9.2%. 
 
In genera l, perc entages of c hild ren who 
work a re higher in rura l a reas in a ll 
p rovinc es. However, c omparing  the rura l 
a reas of p rovinc es w ith eac h other, 
those w ith the highest perc entages a re 
RAAS (28.6%), Chinandega  (25.7%), and  
RAAN (25.1%). The p rec ed ing  figures 
imp ly tha t in the rura l a reas of these 
p rovinc es, over a  fourth of a ll the 
c hild ren between 5 and  17 yea rs of age 
a re workers. 

 
Other p rovinc es w ith a  high inc idenc e of 
work among rura l c hild ren a re: Leon 
(22.9%), Madriz (22.7%), Boac o (21.3%), 
Nueva  Segovia  (20.7%), Esteli (20.7%), 
Ma taga lpa  (20.1%) and  Jinotega  
(19.2%). 
 

Table #2.1 
Working children by area, by province  

Work rate 
Area Province Percent 

distribution Total 
Urban Rural 

National average 100 14.3 9.1 21.0 
Nueva  Segovia  5.0 17.2 13.2 20.7 
Jinotega  7.3 17.7 11.8 19.2 
Madriz 3.2 18.0 4.8 22.7 
Esteli 4.3 16.0 12.3 20.7 
Chinandega  8.2 14.6 7.1 25.7 
Leon 7.8 15.6 9.7 22.9 
Ma taga lpa  10.4 16.2 8.7 20.1 
Boac o 3.7 16.6 6.4 21.3 
Managua  16.7 10.6 10.1 16.8 
Masaya  3.9 10.2 6.9 14.9 
Chonta les 3.2 13.4 10.1 17.3 
Granada  2.8 12.0 8.5 17.6 
Carazo 2.4 11.3 7.7 16.4 
Rivas 2.8 13.4 13.1 13.5 
Rio San Juan 2.0 15.5 7.9 17.8 
RAAN 7.4 21.6 12.4 25.1 
RAAS 8.8 17.2 1.8 28.6 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
Desp ite the fac t tha t in a ll p rovinc es the 
perc entage of c hild ren who work is 
higher in rura l a reas than in urban zones, 
it is important to note tha t those 
p rovinc es w ith the highest urban work 
ra tes a re: Nueva  Segovia  (13.2%), Rivas 
(13.1%), RAAN (12.4%), Esteli (12.3%), and  
Jinotega  (11.8%). 
 
Chart # 2.1 p resents the d istribution of 
working  c hild ren by a rea  of residenc e 
w ithin eac h department, and  shows tha t 
in Managua  c hild ren’ s work is ma inly 
urban, w ith 88.3% of c hild ren’ s work 
being  done by urban residents. In 
add ition, the p rovinc es where the 
perc entage of working  c hild ren tha t a re 
urban residents is higher than the 
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na tiona l average (34.8%) a re Granada , 
Esteli, Ca razo, Chonta les, Masaya , and  
Nueva  Segovia . 
 
The perc entage of working  c hild ren tha t 
a re rura l residents is higher in RAAS, 
Madriz, Rio San Juan, Boac o, Jinotega , 
RAAN, Ma taga lpa , and  Chinandega , 
w ith figures rang ing  from 95.5% to 71.0%. 

 
The p rec ed ing  figures c ould  serve as 
guidelines to review the interventions 
c a rried  out in those departments w ith 
the highest inc idenc e of c hild ren’ s work, 
and  a lso bec ome pa rt of the p roc ess of 
identifying  the most haza rdous forms of 
c hild  labour in the c ountry. 

 
Chart #2.1 

Working Children by Province, by area of residence 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.
 
2.2 What were the incomes earned by 

working children?  
 
As c an be imag ined , inc ome levels a re 
linked  to industry. Ana lysing  both 

aspec ts and  rela ting  them to sex, the 
follow ing c ha rt revea ls tha t of the 
253,057 working  c hild ren, only 101,536 
(40.1%) reported  rec eiving  an inc ome 
for their work; the rest worked  simp ly as 
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unpa id  assistants or rec eived  
remunera tion in kind . 
 
•  In a ll sa la ry ranges, fema le working  
c hild ren were a t a  d isadvantage 
desp ite their genera lly higher level of 
sc hooling . Whereas 50.1% of these 
working  g irls rec eived  CS$400 (US$32) a  
month or less, only 37.7% of working  boys 
were pa id  simila rly low wages. 
 
•  While only 15.4% of working  g irls 
rec eived  anywhere from C$601 (US$47) 

to C$1,000 (US$79) monthly, 20.5% of 
working  boys were pa id  these higher 
wages.  
 
•  14.6% of working  boys got monthly 
wages of more than C$1,000 (US$79), 
only 5.7% of working  g irls d id  so. 
 
It is c lea r tha t in add ition to sc hooling  
levels, industry and  oc c upa tion, sex is 
another va riab le tha t influenc es the 
amount of wages tha t a re pa id  to 
working  c hild ren. 

 
 

Chart #2.2 
Percent distribution of working children by income ranges, by sex 

37.3
50.1

27.7

28.9

20.5

15.4
14.6 5.7

Ma le Fema le

%

More than C$1000

From C$601 to C$1000

From C$401 to C$600

Up to C$400

 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 

 
 
In ana lysing  the monthly inc omes of boy 
and  g irl workers by industry, it is noted  
tha t: 
 
•  40.5% of working  c hild ren rec eived  
C$400 (US$32) or less, and  only 12.3% 
rec eived  monthly wages of more than 
C$1,000 (US$79). 

 
•  The lowest wages of up  to C$400 
(US$32) were ea rned  in c ommunity, 
soc ia l, and  persona l  servic es, and  
agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing  (57.6% 
and  39.9%, respec tively). Most working  
c hild ren were engaged  in these 
industries.

 
Table #2.2 

Distribution of working children by monthly income distribution 
Income 

Up to C$400 
(US$ 32) 

C$401 - 600 
(US$ 32-47) 

C$601 - 1000 
(US$ 47-79) 

More than C$1000 
(US$ 79) Total 

Number % Number % Number % Number % Number 
41,090 40.5 28,428 28.0 19,486 19.2 12,532 12.3 101,536 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
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3. Cond itions in whic h Working Child ren Live 
 
3.1. Introduction  
 
Taking  into ac c ount the importanc e tha t 
living  c ond itions have for human well-
being  and  development, and  g iven tha t 
ENTIA 2000, ac c ord ing  to its design and  
ob jec tives, p rovides the nec essa ry 
informa tion to study the housing  
c ond itions of working  c hild ren and  
adolesc ents between 5 and  17 yea rs of 
age, suc h an ana lysis is c a rried  out. As 
fa r as it is possib le and  relevant, the 
follow ing ana lysis c ompares the housing  
c ond itions of c hild ren and  adolesc ents 
who work w ith those who do not. 
 
First, 164,189 dwellings were inhab ited  by 
working  c hild ren between 5 and  17 
yea rs of age, as opposed  to the 502,649 
dwellings of youngsters of the same 
ages who d id  not work. In genera l, 1 out 
or 4 dwellings w ith youngsters had  a t 
least one working  c hild . Chart # 3.1 
shows this d istribution 
 
3.2. What kind of housing do the families 
of working children and adolescents live 
in?  
 
An important aspec t to be c onsidered  is 
tha t, one way or another, housing  
c ond itions a ffec t the household  
members’  involvement in ac tivities 
outside the home.  Where working  
c hild ren lived , housing  c ond itions were 
less favourab le than for those who d id  
not. As shown in Chart # 3.2, 18.5% of 
dwellings where working  c hild ren lived  
were shac ks, in c ontrast w ith only 10.0% 
of dwellings inhab ited  by youngsters 
who d id  not work. A tota l of 84.5% of the 
la tter g roup  lived  in “ forma l houses”  as 
opposed  to only 74.1% of c hild ren and  
adolesc ents who worked . These a re the 
two most signific ant d ifferenc es 
between these two groups. 
 
Simila rly, 6.4% of c hild  workers’  
households inhab ited  improvised  

dwellings, whereas in the c ase of non-
working  c hild ren this happened  in only 
4.0% of the c ases. Desp ite the fac t tha t 
this is not a  signific ant perc entage 
d ifferenc e, in Nic a ragua  as well as in 
other c ountries, suc h housing  is 
c onstruc ted  w ith p lastic  sheeting , wood  
sc raps, c a rdboard , c orruga ted  tin, etc ., 
making  them pa rtic ula rly unsuitab le and  
even haza rdous p lac es to live. 
 

Chart #3.1 
Distribution of dwellings by children’s 

work status 

25%

75%

With c hild  w orker

Without c hild  w orker

Note: Only those dw ellings w here c hild ren 
betw een 5 and  17 yea rs live a re ana lysed . 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 

 
Chart #3.2 

Type of dwelling inhabited by children 

74.1

18.5

6.4

1

84.5

10

4

1.5

Forma l house

Shac k

Improvised  dwelling

Apartment, pension, villa , other

%With c hild  workers Without c hild  workers

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Surveys suc h as the EMNV 200119make it 
possib le to c onduc t an ana lysis of the 

                                                 
20 Survey app lied  by the Na tiona l Institute of Sta tistic s and  
Census, INEC.  
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type of dwelling  inhab ited  by 
Nic a raguan families in genera l, not only 
those w ith c hild ren and  adolesc ents 
aged  5 –17 yea rs. In this survey, it was 
shown tha t 91.4% of homes were 
“houses”  and  tha t 4.9% were 
“ improvised”  struc tures, as seen in Tab le 
#  3.1 
 

Table # 3.1 
Type of housing of Nicaraguan families 

Type of housing Number Percent 

House 892,672 91.4 
Apartment, room, or 
c ountry house 18,218 1.9 
Shac k 18,218 1.9 
Improvised  struc ture 47,540 4.9 
Tota l 976,647 100.0 
Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
3.3. How sanitary are the conditions in 
Nicaraguan dwellings?  
 
Hygiene in the home is determined  in 
la rge pa rt by ac c ess to wa ter and  
sanita tion fac ilities, whic h of c ourse 
a ffec ts the hea lth of household  
members. Whereas not having  an 
indoor toilet or la trine is a  serious 
shortc oming g iven the faec a l 
c ontamina tion tha t may oc c ur 
outdoors, by the same token, having  a  
toilet or la trine tha t is not inside the 
dwelling  is a lso a  p rob lem. As seen in 
Chart # 3.3, in 9.7% of the dwellings 
oc c up ied  by working  c hild ren, there was 
no standard  sanita ry fac ility or la trine, as 
opposed  to only 4.3% of those dwellings 
in whic h c hild ren d id  not work. Even 
more signific ant is the c ontrast in housing  
w ith indoor toilet fac ilities: only 11.6% of 
dwellings w ith working  c hild ren had  
them, versus 26.3% of those w ith non-
working  c hild ren. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chart #3.3 

Toilet facilities in dwellings, by children’s 
work status 

74.4

11.6 9.7
4.3

63.7

26.3

4.3 5.6

Outside the
dwelling

Inside the
dwelling

None Other

%

With working c hild ren Without working c hild ren

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Ac c ord ing  to the ENMV 2001 survey, 14% 
of a ll Nic a raguan dwellings had  no 
standard  sanita ry fac ility of any kind .  
 
Ac c ess to potab le wa ter is a  
fundamenta l resourc e for hea lth and  an 
important ind ic a tor of qua lity of life, and  
where it is lac king , the d iffic ulties rela ted  
to ac quiring  wa ter g ive rise to 
c ontamina tion and  sanita tion p rob lems. 
In Tab le # 3.2, it c an be observed  tha t 
only 24.4% of dwellings w ith c hild ren who 
worked  had  ac c ess to potab le wa ter, 
tha t is, the servic e was ava ilab le through 
indoor fauc ets. In dwellings where non-
working  c hild ren were p resent, this 
perc entage was 41.1, reflec ting  the 
higher standard  of living  in these 
dwellings. 
 
Another signific ant d ifferenc e is tha t in 
9.0% of dwellings w ith working  c hild ren 
wa ter was ob ta ined  from c reeks or wells, 
whic h only oc c urred  in 4.7% of dwellings 
where the c hild ren d id  not work. Suc h 
wa ter sourc es a re exposed  to 
c ontamina tion of a ll kinds, and  this 
situa tion is most c ommon in the rura l 
a reas, where most working  c hild ren live.  
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Table #3.2 

Source of drinking water in dwellings, by children’s work status 
Without working children With working children Source of water 
Number % Number % 

Fauc et/ p ipe within the dwelling 205,554 41.1 39,610 24.2 
Fauc et/ p ipe outside the dwelling 157,541 31.5 49,533 30.2 
Sanita ry well 9,109 1.8 3,955 2.4 
Hand-drawn well 71,109 14.2 39,175 23.9 
Hand pump 11,670 2.3 7,339 4.5 
Stream of pond  23,360 4.7 14,776 9.0 
Other 21,815 4.4 9,451 5.8 
Tota l 500,158 100 163,839 100 
No response 2,491 - 350 - 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
In order for families supp ly themselves 
w ith wa ter, c hild ren a re often sent to 
haul it bac k to the home, one of their 
ha rdest, most tiring  household  c hores 
g iven the exc essive weight c a rried  and  
d istanc e c overed . 
 
Figures from the EMNV 2001 survey a lso 
revea l tha t a t the na tiona l level, only 
25% of Nic a raguan dwellings had  
potab le wa ter through indoor fauc ets or 
p ipes, as seen in Tab le # 3.3.  
  

Table #3.3 
Main source of water in Nicaraguan 

dwellings 
Main water source Number  % 

Indoor fauc et or p ipe 242,174 24.8 
Outdoor fauc et or p ipe, 
within p roperty 358,576 36.7 

Pub lic  sp igot 33,274 3.4 

Pub lic  or p riva te well  188,246 19.3 

River, sp ring, or ravine 92,792 9.5 
Cistern truc k, c a rt, or 
tub ing 7,095 0.7 

Other dwelling, 
neighbour/ business 52,818 5.4 

Other     1,672 0.2 

Tota l 976,647 100.0 
Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
3.4. What kind of lighting did Nicaraguan 
dwellings have?  
 
The ava ilab ility of lighting  in the 
dwellings determines in la rge pa rt the 
ab ility to study or engage in rec rea tiona l 

ac tivities when sunlight is lac king . As 
p resented  in Chart # 3.4, where the 
va rious forms of lighting  in Nic a raguan 
dwellings a re graphed , 61.9% of 
dwellings w ith working  c hild ren d id  not 
have ac c ess to elec tric  lighting , as 
opposed  to 80.8% of the other g roup . 
Moreover, 22.0% of dwellings w ith 
working  c hild ren were illumina ted  by 
means of gas or kerosene, in c ontrast 
w ith only 11.7% of the group  w ithout 
working  c hild ren. It goes w ithout saying  
tha t the use of suc h gas or kerosene is 
dangerous, exposing  c hild ren to the risk 
of burns and  other ac c idents tha t might 
be life-threa tening , a long w ith fires 
frequently resulting  in fa ta lities. 

 
Chart #3.4 

Forms of lighting in dwellings, by 
children’s work status 

80.8

11.7 7.5

61.9

22 16.1

Elec tric ity Kerosene/ gas Other

%

Without working child ren With working child ren

 Sourc e: ENTIA 2000 MITRAB  
 
3.5. Which fuels are used for cooking in 
Nicaraguan homes?  
 
Often the type of c ooking  fuel used  in 
the dwelling  a lso determines the 
workload  fa lling  on women and  
c hild ren, espec ia lly young g irls, as well 
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as exposure to haza rds. The 
d isadvantage of the group  of dwellings 
w ith working  c hild ren is worth noting , 
sinc e 76.8% use firewood  for c ooking , in 
c ontrast w ith only 57.4% of those in the 
other g roup . This reflec ts the ha rsher 
living  c ond itions fac ed  by the former 
group . Note a lso tha t in only 15.0% of 
dwellings w ith working  c hild ren was the 
c ooking  done w ith butane gas c ylinders, 
whereas for the group  w ithout working  
c hild ren this figure was 31.8%. 
 

Chart #3.5 
Types of cooking fuel used in dwellings, 

by children’s work status 

57.4

31.8

8.2

1.8

1

76.8

6.7

0.9

0.6

15.0

Firewood

Gas c ylinder

Kerosene/ ga s

Elec tric ity

Coa l, other, none

%
Without working  c hild ren With working c hild ren

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000. MITRAB 
 
At the na tiona l level, ac c ord ing  to the 
EMNV 2001 survey, 63.2% of a ll dwellings 
used  firewood  for c ooking . 
 

3.6. General economic activity of the 
head of the household 
 
ENTIA 2000 inquired  into the g loba l 
inc ome of households and  its orig in. In 
the c ase of households of working  
c hild ren, only 26.4% of the tota l inc ome 
ea rned  was derived  from regula r or 
steady emp loyment, in c ontrast w ith 
households w ithout c hild  workers, where 
suc h steady inc ome tota lled  45.8%. This 
revea ls the unc erta in situa tion of 
working  c hild ren’ s households. In 
add ition, 11.1% of the inc ome of these 
households c ame from agric ultura l work, 
as opposed  to only 5.5% of the inc ome 
ea rned  in households w ithout working  
c hild ren. 
 

 

Table #3.4 
Activity from which children’s 

households derive their main income, by 
children’s work status 

Without working 
children 

With working 
children Activity 

Number % Number % 
Self-emp loyed  204,279 40.8 96,681 59.0 
Agric ultura l 
w ork 27,291 5.5 18,199 11.1 
Another 
tempora ry job  12,331 2.5 2,212 1.4 
Regula r 
emp loyment 228,951 45.8 43,238 26.4 
Pensions, 
d ividends, 
interests, rent 

9,703 1.9 1,199 0.7 

Another 
sourc e 17,603 3.5 2,310 1.4 
Tota l 500,158 100.0 163,839 100.0 
No response 2,491   350 0.2 
 502,649 - 164,189 -  

 Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Another ma jor d ifferenc e is noted  in the 
inc ome derived  from own-ac c ount 
ac tivities. In households w ith working  
c hild ren, suc h ac tivities ac c ounted  for 
59.0% of inc ome, in c ontrast w ith just 
40.8% for the group  w ithout working  
c hild ren. 
 
It should  be emphasised  tha t own 
ac c ount work is the most c ommon type 
of ac tivity in both groups, and  this type 
of work was further d ivided  into 
agric ultura l versus non-agric ultura l. The 
results show tha t working  c hild ren’ s 
households, inc ome from agric ultura l 
types of own-ac c ount ac tivity 
amounted  to 56.1% of the tota l amount 
ea rned , as opposed  to only 37.1% of the 
inc ome for the homes of non-working  
c hild ren. 
 
The p rec ed ing  figures suggest tha t in 
working  c hild ren’ s households, inc ome 
sourc es a re less stab le and  systematic  
than in the other g roup , w ith the 
subsequent higher p ressure for surviva l 
on those families in whic h c hild ren work. 
Nonetheless, c ond itions were not 
op tima l in either g roup . It must be 
added  tha t agric ultura l types of ac tivity 
yield  the lowest ea rnings. 
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Chart #3.6 
Type of own-account economic activity, by children’s work status 

Without working children

Agric ultura l 
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Non-
agric ultura l 

a c tivity
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With working children

Agricultura
l ac tivity
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Non-
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ac tivity
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Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
3.7. What are average expenses in 
Nicaraguan households?  
 
In Append ix A of the ENTIA 2000 survey, 
whic h was d irec ted  a t pa rents or 
gua rd ians of c hild ren aged  5 -17 yea rs, 
questions were inc luded  rega rd ing  
average monthly household  
expend iture, whose results appear in 
Tab le # 3.5. 
 

Table #3.5 
Average monthly expenses of children’s 
households by children’s work status, by 

item (in cordobas) 
Average monthly household expenditure (in 

cordobas20) 
  
  

All 
households21 

With working 
children 

Without working 
children 

Food  1,072.34 944.5 1,114.22 

Transporta tion 147.35 120.09 156.28 

Educ a tion 192.39 122.71 215.21 

Kerosene/  gas 60.7 44.44 66.02 
Cleaning 
supp lies 88.85 81.24 91.35 

Med ic ines 134.55 105.72 143.99 

Elec tric ity 83.32 50.21 94.16 

Water 52.84 31.34 59.88 

Other expenses 153.69 115.32 166.26 

Tota l expenses 1,986.02 1,615.56 2,107.37 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  

                                                 
20 Conversion ra te:  C12.6844 c ordobas  = US$1.00 
21 All the households w ith c hild ren and  adolesc ents 
aged  5 -17 yea rs 
 
 

 
Ana lysing  the va rious sorts of expenses, 
the most relevant a re those for 
sc hooling . An average of just C$122.71 
(US$10) was spent in households of 
working  c hild ren, versus C$215.21(US$17) 
by those households in whic h working  
c hild ren were not p resent, tha t is, a lmost 
doub le the amount spent by the first 
g roup . The low investment made in 
sc hooling  c orrela tes w ith the high 
d ropout ra tes oc c urring  in these 
households. 
 
Other expenses were a lso lower working  
c hild ren’ s households, in sp ite of the fac t 
tha t they were c omprised  of more 
members than in the other g roup . 
 
There is not doub t tha t for families of 
working  c hild ren, there were 
d isadvantaged  living  c ond itions in every 
aspec t examined , a lthough, as has 
a lready been sta ted  p reviously, the 
situa tion for those families in whic h 
working  c hild ren were not p resent c ould  
not be c onsidered  op tima l, either.  
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4. Households of Working Child ren 
 
4.1 Introduction  
 
In order to go deeper into the basic  
aspec ts of the lives of Nic a ragua ’ s 
working  c hild ren, an ana lysis of the ma in 
fea tures of their households is c a rried  
out, whic h inc ludes key qua lita tive and  
quantita tive da ta . They a re essentia l for 
the rec ommenda tion and  
imp lementa tion of effec tive polic ies, 
stra teg ies, and  p rac tic es in the p roc ess 
of p reventing  and  elimina ting  c hild  
labour, and  for the p rotec tion of those 
c hild ren who a re working  
 
Va riab les ana lysed  in this sec tion a re, 
above a ll, rela ted  to geographic  a rea , 
number of family members, sex of heads 
of households, and  the industries tha t 
they were involved  in, w ith their 
oc c upa tions and  wages ea rned . A 
c ompara tive ana lysis of inc ome ea rned  
by working  c hild ren and  by other 
members of their households is a lso 
done. Fina lly, a  c lose c omparison is 
made of the inc ome ea rned  by working  
c hild ren and  tha t ea rned  by heads of 
households.  
 
 

 
ENTIA 2000 estima ted  tha t there were a  
tota l of 925,965 households in the entire 
na tion. Of these, only 666,838 had  
c hild ren between 5 and  17 yea rs of age. 
At least one working  c hild  lived  in 
164,189 households, leaving  502,649 w ith 
no working  c hild ren. 
 
This sec tion ana lyses the two kinds of 
households, those w ith working  c hild ren 
in c ontrast w ith those w ithout, whic h 
a llows for a  c ompara tive ana lysis of 
both rea lities, w ith results shown as 
follows. 
 
4.2 Where are working children’s 

households located?  
 
Households w ith working  c hild ren a re 
ma inly found  in rura l a reas. A tota l of 
102,128 (62.2%) of working  c hild ren’ s 
households were in rura l a reas. It bea rs 
mentioning  tha t in households w ith non-
working  c hild ren, the d istribution was 
inverted : 64.0% were in urban a reas. This 
figure c onfirms tha t the higher inc idenc e 
of work among c hild ren is in rura l a reas, 
as the follow ing c ha rt shows. 
 

Chart #4.1 
Percent distribution of households by area of residence, by children’s work status 

Households of working children

64%

36%

Urban

Rural

 

Households of working children
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62%

Urban

Rural

 
Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
In Chart # 4.2, the d istribution of these 
households by p rovinc e is p resented , 
being  RAAS, Madriz, Rio San Juan, 
Jinotega , RAAN, Ma taga lpa , and  Rivas 

those where the la rgest perc entage of 
rura l households of working  c hild ren is 
found , higher than the na tiona l average 
(62.2%). 
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Chart #4.2 
Percent distribution of working children’s households by area of residence, by province  
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Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Ca rrying  out another type of ana lysis, 
namely, sepa ra ting  the urban sec tor 
from the rura l one, it is revea led  tha t out 
of a ll the rura l households of working  
c hild ren, the p rovinc es where most of 
them a re c onc entra ted  were 
Ma taga lpa  and  RAAS, w ith 12.8% and  
11.8%, respec tively, as shown in the 
follow ing tab le. 
 

Table #4.1 
Distribution of working children’s 

households by area, by province (in %) 
Province Urban Rural Total 
Mataga lpa  5.7 12.8 10.1 
RAAS 1.3 11.8 7.8 
Jinotega  3.1 9.7 7.2 

RAAN 3.1 9.1 6.8 
Chinandega 6.8 8.5 7.9 
Leon 7.0 8.3 7.8 
Nueva  Segovia  5.2 5.3 5.2 
Madriz 0.8 5.1 3.4 
Boac o 1.6 4.5 3.4 
Masaya  4.8 3.8 4.2 
Rivas 2.4 3.5 3.1 
Esteli 5.3 3.5 4.2 
Managua 41.2 3.3 17.6 
Granada 4.3 2.9 3.4 
Chonta les 3.7 2.8 3.1 
Rio San Juan 0.6 2.7 1.9 
Carazo 3.0 2.6 2.7 
Tota l 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
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In the urban sec tor, it was the c ap ita l of 
Managua  where the highest 
perc entage of working  c hild ren (41.2%) 
was found , bec ause it holds the la rgest 
p roportion of urban popula tion in the 
c ountry, followed  by Leon and  
Chinadega . 
 
In genera l, in add ition to the c ap ita l 
a rea , the highest perc entage of working  
c hild ren was found  in the p rovinc es of 
Ma taga lpa , Chinandega , Leon, 
Jinotega , RAAN, and  RAAS. 
 
4.3 What were the characteristics of the 

heads of households of working 
children?  

 
One fea ture tha t determines to a  
c erta in extent the c omposition of a  
household  is the head  of household . 
Ac c ord ing  to the results of ENTIA 2000, it 
was found  tha t there were no signific ant 
d ifferenc es in terms of the sex of the 
heads of households of working  and  
non-working  c hild ren. In both c ases, 
about 30% of households had  fema le 
heads, as seen in the tab le below: 
 

Table #4.2 
Percent distribution of heads of 

children’s households by children’s work 
status, by sex 

Sex of head 
of household 

With working 
children 

Without working 
children 

Male 70.4 69.4 
Female 29.6 30.6 
Tota l 100.0 100.0 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
However, in the ana lysis by a rea  of 
residenc e, a  slight d ifferenc e is noted  
between ma le and  fema le heads of 
household . In the urban a rea , fema le 
heads of household  were more 
c ommon in working  c hild ren’ s 
households, amounting  to a lmost 40%, 
c ompared  to non-working  c hild ren’ s 
households, w ith a  perc entage of 35.4% 
(as seen in Chart # 4.3). In rura l a reas, 
fema le heads were about 23% in both 
types of households. 

 

Chart #4.3 
Heads of Household by sex and area, by 

children’s work status 

Fuente: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Taking  the EMNV 2001 survey as  
referenc e and  ana lysing  the situa tion in 
a ll Nic a raguan households, it bec omes 
evident tha t fema les ac c ounted  for 
28.3% of a ll heads of household , rising  to 
34.2% in urban a reas (as seen in Tab le 
# 4.3). In c ontrast, the ENTIA 2000 survey 
revea led  tha t in the same urban sec tor, 
the p roportion of fema le heads in 
working  c hild ren’ s households was 
signific antly higher, c lose to 40%. 

 
Table #4.3 

Percent distribution of Nicaraguan heads 
of household by sex, by area of 

residence  
Area Man Woman 
Urban 65.8 34.2 
Rura l 81.1 18.9 
Tota l 71.7 28.3 

Sourc e: EMNV 2001, INEC.  
 
While it is not the ma in c ause of c hild  
labour, the fac t tha t households a re 
fema le-headed  c ould  favour its 
p rolifera tion as a  surviva l stra tegy, w ith a  
higher inc idenc e in urban a reas. In this 
c ontext, c hild  labour c ould  a lso be 
getting  institutiona lised  or be 
inc reasing ly c onsidered  an easy 
a lterna tive, w ithout taking  into ac c ount 
its adverse effec ts on c hild ren. 
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4.4 What was the schooling level of 
heads of household?  

 
It is well-known tha t the sc hooling  levels 
of heads of household  determine in 
g rea t pa rt the c onduc t and  
development of family members. 

Therefore, it is c ruc ia l to ana lyse this 
va riab le w ithin the c ontext of working  
and  non-working  c hild ren’ s households.  
 
The c ha rt below c ompares the 
sc hooling  levels of heads in the two 
kinds of households.  

 
Chart #4.4 

Schooling level of heads of children’s households, by children’s work status 

45.8

10.9

1.7

41.5

25.4

9.5

42.3

22.8

None Primary Sec ondary University

%

With w orking c hild ren Without w orking c hild ren
 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Those heads of household  w ith little or 
no sc hooling  a re more frequent in the 
c ase of working  c hild ren’ s households 
than in the c ase where no working  
c hild ren a re found . An inverse 
rela tionship  is observed  in the c ase of 
heads of household  w ith more 
sc hooling , pa rtic ula rly those who had  
high sc hool or c ollege educ a tion. A 
signific ant d ifferenc e was noted  for 
sec ondary educ a tion: 25.4% of heads of 
non-working  c hild ren’ s households had  
a tta ined  this sc hooling  level. In c ontrast, 
only 10.9% of heads of working  c hild ren’ s 
households had  reac hed  this level of 
educ a tion. 
 
Furthermore, in the c ase of working  
c hild ren, 41.5% of the heads of 
household  had  never been to sc hool, in 
c ontrast w ith only 22.8% for the c ases of 
heads of households of non-working  
c hild ren. Note a lso an important 
d ifferenc e w ith respec t to university 
educ a tion: 9.5% of the heads of 
household  of non-working  c hild ren had  
reac hed  this sc hooling  level, while only 

1.7% of those in the c ase of working  
c hild ren had  done so (see Chart # 4.4) 
 
Whereas the perc entage d ifferenc e 
between heads of household  w ith a  
p rimary level of educ a tion in both 
groups is not la rge, a  la rger perc entage 
was found  in households of c hild ren who 
worked  (45.8%). If this figure is rela ted  to 
the low perc entage of heads of 
household  who had  reac hed  high 
sc hool, it c ould  be inferred  tha t heads of 
households of working  c hild ren reac hed  
a t most some p rimary level g rade 
w ithout going  on to sec ondary sc hool, 
just as was happening w ith their boys 
and  g irls, ac c ord ing  to ENTIA 2000 whic h 
showed  tha t the sc hooling  level of 
working  c hild ren was low and  the 
p roportion of overage working  students 
was high. 
 
The p rec ed ing  figures seem to suggest 
tha t the sc hooling  level of heads of 
household  is a  key c ausa l fac tor of c hild  
labour. Doub tlessly, educ a tion is an 
important element for build ing  one’ s 
perc ep tions, world  views, goa ls and  
asp ira tions.  
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4.5 Which jobs did heads of household 
have?  
 
The jobs held  by heads of household  
c onstitute another important element 
tha t is taken into ac c ount when 
eva lua ting  potentia l c ausa l fac tors of 
c hild  labour, sinc e one of the ma jor 
justific a tions for c hild  labour is the lac k of 
dec ent work for adults. 
 
In this rega rd , it was found  tha t out of 
the tota l number of households of 
working  c hild ren (164,189), 141,295 
heads (86.1%) were emp loyed  a t the 
time of the survey. The rema inder, 22,894 

(13.9% of the tota l), were unemp loyed  or 
simp ly ec onomic a lly inac tive. These a re 
c ases in whic h there was a t least one 
working  boy or g irl in the household , but 
the head  was out of work, and  in most 
of these c ases (8 out of every 10) the 
head  of the household  was not even 
seeking  work. 
 
If we ana lyse the tra its of heads in 
working  c hild ren’ s households by sex, 
a rea  of residenc e, and  sc hooling  level in 
tandem with their emp loyment situa tion, 
we get the results p resented  in Chart 
# 4.5. 

 
Chart #4.5 

Percent distribution of working children’s heads of household by employment situation, by 
area of residence 

Rura l Area
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18%
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Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
 
Unemp loyment among heads of 
household  where working  c hild ren a re 
p resent was signific antly higher in the 
urban a rea  than in rura l a reas (18.2% vs. 
11.3%). In tha t same yea r, ac c ord ing  to 

da ta  p rovided  by the Centra l Bank of 
Nic a ragua , the unemp loyment ra te in 
the c ountry was 9.8%. The tab le below 
shows the emp loyment p ic ture overa ll in 
g rea ter deta il. 
 

 
Table #4.4 

Percent distribution of working children’s heads of household by area of residence, by 
employment situation 
Urban Rural Total Employment situation of 

head of household Number % Number % Number % 
Employed  50,735 81.8 90,560 88.7 141,295 86.1 
Unemployed  11,326 18.2 11,568 11.3 22,894 13.9 
Tota l 62,061 100.0 102,128 100.0 164,189 100.0 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
Foc using  the ana lysis only on the 
emp loyed  heads of households of 
working  c hild ren, it c an be observed  
tha t a  higher perc entage of them were 

loc a ted  in rura l a reas 
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Chart #4.6 
Distribution of employed heads of 

working children’s households, by area of 
residence  

Rura l
64.1%

Urban
35,9%

 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
However, a  higher level of emp loyment 
of heads of household  in rura l a reas 
does not nec essa rily mean a  better 
living  situa tion for these households, 
g iven tha t wages in this a rea  a re the 
lowest. 
 
Taking  into ac c ount the sex of heads of 
household , a  w ide gap  is seen between 
ma les and  fema les in terms of their 
emp loyment situa tion.  

 
Chart #4.7 

Percent distribution of heads of working 
children’s household by sex, by 

employment status 
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Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB 
 
Among emp loyed  heads of household , 
76.0% were ma les and  only 24.0% were 
fema le. In c ontrast, the situa tion was 
reversed  among the unemp loyed  heads 
of household , w ith 64.2% being  fema le 
and  ba rely 35.8% ma les. These figures 

rea ffirm onc e aga in the d isadvantage 
of fema le heads of household  w ith 
respec t to their emp loyment situa tion, 
suggesting  how this might b ring  about 
the inc orpora tion of c hild ren into work 
ac tivities. 
 
4.6 What were the schooling levels of 
heads of working children’s household in 
terms of their employment situation?  
 
Ac c ord ing  to Tab le # 4.5, the most 
serious situa tion is reflec ted  in the 53.2% 
of unemp loyed  heads of household  tha t 
have never gone to sc hool. These 
households have very little c hanc e of 
either bettering  their standard  of living  or 
g radua lly b reaking  the c yc le of poverty, 
and  if in add ition their c hild ren have 
begun working  a t an ea rly age, it is very 
p robab le tha t when they a re heads of 
households themselves, their homes w ill 
be poor ones as well. 
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Table #4.5 
Schooling level of heads of working children’s households by employment status, by level 

of schooling 
Employed Unemployed  Level 

Number % Number % 
None 55,954 39.6 12,177 53.2 
Some primary sc hool 66,938 47.4 8,318 36.3 
Some high sc hool  16,152 11.4 1,826 8.0 
Some university 2,251 1.6 573 2.5 
Tota l 141,295 100.0 22,894 100.0 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
The perc entage of emp loyed  heads of 
household  w ith some educ a tion a t 
p rimary and  sec ondary levels was higher 
than tha t of unemp loyed  heads of 
household . An important d ifferenc e is in 
the level of p rimary sc hool a ttended  – 
47.4% for emp loyed  heads of household  
and  36.6% for the unemp loyed  heads of 
household . In many c ases, those heads 
of household  w ith some level of p rimary 
sc hool a ttended  had  not c onc luded  
tha t sc hooling . The average 
educ a tiona l level a tta ined  was rela tively 
low and  insuffic ient to have a  positive 
effec t in their lives, above a ll if we 
c onsider wha t is ind ic a ted  in the report 
on Educ a tiona l Progress in El Sa lvador 
200222, rega rd ing  a  sta tement by 
CEPAL23 (Ec onomic  Commission for La tin 
Americ a  and  the Caribbean) tha t a t 
least twelve yea rs of educ a tion a re 
needed  in order to reac h an 
ac c ep tab le qua lity of life. 
 
There is no doub t tha t Nic a ragua  must 
undertake rap id , effec tive, and  
permanent ac tion in order to ac hieve 
universa lised  basic  educ a tion in the 
short term, being  basic  educ a tion tha t 
whic h inc ludes instruc tion a t p re-sc hool, 
p rimary, sec ondary, and  tec hnic a l 
levels. 
 
Regard ing  the perc entage of emp loyed  

                                                 
23 Report of Educ a tiona l Progress 2002, El Sa lvador, PREAL 
page 12.  
23 CEPAL’ s report ind ic a tes tha t in order to have an 80% 
p robab ility of esc ap ing from poverty, 12 yea rs of sc hooling  
a re needed . CEPAL-UNESCO, Educ a tion and  Knowledge: 
At the hea rt of fa ir p roduc tive transforma tion (summarized  
version). First ed ition, Lima , Peru, 1996 

and  unemp loyed  heads of household , 
the follow ing c ha rt shows tha t there 
were more unemp loyed  heads in 
working  c hild ren’ s households than in 
those of non-working  c hild ren. Note tha t 
13.9% of heads in households of working  
c hild ren, in c ontrast w ith a lmost 20% of 
heads of households of non-working  
c hild ren, were unemp loyed , as shown in 
Chart # 4.8. 
 
The p rec ed ing  find ings g ive rise to a  
number of observa tions. First, this 
c onfirms wha t has been sa id  for some 
time on both an interna tiona l and  
na tiona l levels, whic h is tha t c hild  labour 
is muti-c ausa l, and  tha t whereas it is true 
tha t ec onomic  fac tors a re important, 
they might not be the most important 
fac tors in a ll c ases in whic h c hild  labour 
oc c urs in families, bec ause not a ll poor 
c hild ren work, and  not a ll of the ones 
who do work c ome from the poorest 
bac kgrounds. On the other hand , this 
fac t may a lso be a  sign tha t the low 
inc ome of the heads of household  is 
due to their low level of sc hooling , and  
tha t even when they a re emp loyed , 
they still require ec onomic  support from 
their c hild ren  
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Chart #4.8 
Distribution of heads of household by employment status, by children’s work status 

Heads of working children’s households Heads of non-working children’s households 

Employed
86,1%

Unemployed
13,9%

 

Unemployed  
19,9%

Emp loyed
80,1%

 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB  

 
A c omparison of the oc c upa tions held  
by heads of working  and  non-working  
c hild ren’ s households yields the results 
p resented  in Tab le # 4.6. 
  

Table #4.6 
Distribution of heads of children’s 
households, by occupation held 

Without working 
children 

With working 
children  Occupation 

Number % Number % 

Unskilled  w orkers 48,892 12.1 26,395 18.7 

Skilled  w orkers 60,263 15.0 14,202 10.1 

Servic e w orkers 127,144 31.6 34,936 24.7 
Administra tors 
and  tec hnic ians 28,167 7.0 3,544 2.5 

Top  tec hnic ians 
and  p rofessiona ls 22,890 5.7 1,591 1.1 

Supervisors 115,312 28.6 60,627 42.9 

Tota l 402,668 100 141,295 100 
Note: Only heads of households emp loyed  a t the 
time of the survey a re ana lysed .  
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
Ac c ord ing  to the p rec ed ing  tab le, the 
perc entage d istribution of the 
oc c upa tions for the heads of working  
c hild ren’ s households leans toward  sma ll 
p roperty owners and  supervisors or 
bosses of va rious kinds (42.9%), due to 
the  fac t tha t this is  typ ic a l of rura l  work 
and  rela ted  to the roles of fa rmer, 
foreman, overseer, or c rew c hief for 
ha rvesting  and  weighing  teams, etc . 
 
The sec ond  most c ommonly held  
oc c upa tions a re in servic es, w ith 24.7% 
ac c ounted  for here. These jobs inc lude 

domestic  work, wa iting  on c ustomers in 
restaurants and  ba rs, etc ., and  
ac c ord ing  to ENTIA 2000, were among 
the most poorly remunera ted  positions. 
 
In third  p lac e were unskilled  
oc c upa tions, ac c ounting  for 18.7%, and  
log ic a lly a lso being  among the most 
poorly remunera ted . 
 
In c ontrast, the oc c upa tion d istribution 
for heads of household  of non-working  
c hild ren was c omp letely d ifferent. A 
tota l of 31.6% of these heads were in 
servic es, followed  by supervisors and  
owners w ith 28.6%, and  fina lly skilled  
workers in 15.0%. These figures reflec t the 
fac t tha t this g roup  of heads of 
household  were less c onfined  to g iven 
oc c upa tiona l a reas, espec ia lly the most 
poorly remunera ted . 
 
An outstand ing  d ifferenc e between 
these two groups of heads is tha t in 
rela tive terms, the third  most important 
type of oc c upa tion held  by heads of 
working  c hild ren’ s households was tha t 
of unskilled  worker, as opposed  to the 
third  most frequent type for the heads of 
non-working  c hild ren’ s households, 
whic h was skilled  workers. Job  tra ining  
makes a  d ifferenc e among both groups, 
sinc e skilled  workers rec eive better job  
benefits and  emp loyment opportunities, 
wages, and  working  c ond itions in 
genera l. 
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Another sign of the advantages of 
heads of non-working  c hild ren’ s 
households is found  in their higher 
perc entage of administra tive and  
tec hnic a l positions, as well as higher 
tec hnic ian and  p rofessiona l jobs. This 
c onfirms the nega tive c orrela tion 
between better working  c ond itions and  
sc hooling  for heads of households and  
c hild ren’ s work. 
 
Comparing  the oc c upa tions held  by 
working  c hild ren w ith those of the heads 

of their households, one notes tha t, as 
ac c ord ing  to Tab le # 4.7, g irls and  boys 
worked  overwhelming ly as unskilled  
labourers, whic h meant tha t they 
rec eived  poor wages if a t a ll, and  tha t 
they worked  in genera lly worse 
c ond itions. However, this form of work 
was the third  most c ommon for their 
heads of household . In sec ond  p lac e for 
both groups was servic e worker, being  
the perc entage slightly higher in the 
c ase of working  c hild ren than in the 
group  of their heads of household . 

 
Table #4.7 

Distribution of heads of household by children’s work status, by head’s occupation 

Working children Heads of households of 
working children  Occupation 

Number % Number % 
Unskilled  workers 164,143 64.9 26,395 18.7 
Skilled  workers 9,527 3.8 14,202 10.1 
Servic es 74,812 29.6 34,936 24.7 
Administra tors and  tec hnic ians 2,259 0.9 3,544 2.5 
Top  tec hnic ians and  p rofessiona ls 390 0.1 1,591 1.1 
Supervisors and  owners 1,926 0.7 60,627 42.9 
Tota l  253,057 100 141,295 100 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
 
Oc c upa tiona l d ifferenc es by a rea  of 
residenc e were a lso ana lysed  for heads 
of working  c hild ren’ s households, as 
seen in Tab le # 4.8. In the rura l a reas, the 
perc entage d istribution leaned  toward  
supervisors (55.9%), w ith unskilled  
labourers in sec ond  position (22.0%), this 

being  a  p redominant oc c upa tion in the 
rura l a reas. Those living  in urban a reas 
p rimarily worked  in the servic e sec tor 
(43.4%) and  as supervisors in sec ond  
p lac e (19.8%). Overa ll, a  higher number 
of tra ined  workers were found  in urban 
a reas. 

 
Table #4.8 

Distribution of heads of working children’s households by area of residence, by 
occupation 

Urban Rural Total 
Occupation 

Number % Number % Number % 

Unskilled  workers 6,456 12.7 19,939 22.0 26,395 18.7 

Skilled  workers 8,743 17.2 5459 6.0 14,202 10.1 

Servic es 22,034 43.4 12,902 14.2 34,936 24.7 

Administra tors and  tec hnic ians 2,346 4.6 1,198 1.3 3,544 2.5 

Top  tec hnic ians and  p rofessiona ls 1,112 2.2 479 0.5 1,591 1.1 

Supervisors 10,044 19.8 50,583 55.9 60,627 42.9 

Tota l 50,735 100.0 90,560 100.0 141,295 100.0 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB. 
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 4.7 In which industries were heads of 
household engaged?  
 
With respec t to industry, more than ha lf 
of heads of working  c hild ren’ s 
households (54.2%) were working  in 
agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing , whic h, 
as has been noted  ea rlier, a re among 
the most poorly remunera ted  sec tors. 
Another type of work w ith a  high 
c onc entra tion from this g roup  was 

trade, la rgely informa l, w ith unc erta in 
ea rnings for the family and  no soc ia l 
sec urity benefits or hea lth c overage. 
Third  in rank was work in the servic es 
sec tor, both for the pub lic  a t la rge and  
for p riva te pa rties, whic h a lso had  ma jor 
d isadvantages, above a ll in domestic  
positions. In add ition to ea rning  low 
sa la ries, there usua lly a re no forma l 
c ontrac ts signed  for suc h positions, w ith 
more c hanc es of being  exp loited . 

 
Table #4.9 

Distribution of heads of children’s households by children’s work status, by industry 

Without working children With working children 
Industry 

Number % Number % 
Agric ulture, livestoc k, forestry, fishing 118,250 29.4 76,612 54.2 
Mining and  quarrying 1,630 0.4 1,365 1 
Manufac turing industry 49,574 12.3 11,739 8.3 
Elec tric ity,  gas, and  water supp ly 4,637 1.2 424 0.3 
Construc tion 26,972 6.7 6,573 4.7 
Wholesa les and  reta il trade 84,764 21.1 23,554 16.7 
Transport, storage, and  c ommunic a tions 21,791 5.4 3,197 2.3 
Estab lishments and  insuranc e 15,408 3.8 1,332 0.9 
Community, soc ia l, and  persona l servic es 79,544 19.8 16,499 11.7 
No response 98 0.0   
Tota l 402,668 100.0 141,295 100 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
With rega rd  to industry by a rea  of 
residenc e, the follow ing c an be 
observed :  
 
Whereas agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing  
were the industries in whic h 54.2% of 
heads of working  c hild ren’ s households 

were ac tive, this perc entage rose 
c onsiderab ly to 75.4% for those living  in 
rura l zones. Thus, w ith three-quarters of 
this g roup  involved  in these bad ly pa id  
ac tivities, their living  c ond itions were 
muc h more p rec a rious. 

 
Table #4.10 

Distribution of heads of working children’s households by area of residence, by industry 
Urban Rural Total Industry 

Number % Number % Number % 
Agric ulture, livestoc k, forestry, and  fishing 8,360 16.5 68,252 75.4 76,612 54.2 
Mining and  quarrying 304 0.6 1061 1.2 1,365 1.0 
Manufac turing industry 8,390 16.5 3,349 3.7 11,739 8.3 
Elec tric ity, gas, and  water supp ly 424 0.8   424 0.3 
Construc tion 3,881 7.6 2,692 3.0 6,573 4.7 
Wholesa les and  reta il trade 15,293 30.1 8,261 9.1 23,554 16.7 
Transport, storage, and  c ommunic a tions 2,887 5.7 310 0.3 3,197 2.3 
Estab lishments and  insuranc e 1,156 2.3 176 0.2 1,332 0.9 
Community, soc ia l, and  persona l servic es 10,040 19.8 6,459 7.1 16,499 11.7 
Tota l 50,735 100 90,560 100 141,295 100 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
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Trade ac tivities of some kind  were the 
most c ommon in urban a reas for those 
heads of household  of c hild ren who 
worked  (30.1%), oc c upying  only sec ond  
p lac e (9.1%) in rura l a reas, fa r behind  
the ma in industry of agric ulture, forestry, 
and  fishing . 
 
In the short term, trade ac tivities 
rep resented  the c hanc e to ob ta in 
resourc es quic kly for heads of 
households, w ith minima l or no 
requirements. In c ontrast w ith the rura l 
environment, in the  urban sec tor the 
perc entage  c onc entra tion was more  
d ispersed  among other industries: the 

servic es sec tor stood  a t 19.8% of the 
tota l, whereas manufac turing  and  
agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing , 
ac c ounted  for 16.5% eac h. 
 
Also of interest is the way industry was 
d istributed  ac c ord ing  to sex (see Tab le 
# 4.11). Ma le heads of household  were 
p redominantly p lac ed  in agric ulture, 
forestry, and  fishing  (64.4%), and  
sec ond ly in trade (11.9%). Fema le heads 
of household , on the other hand , were 
p redominantly p lac ed  in trade (31.8%), 
followed  by jobs in the servic es sec tor 
(28.2%). 

Table #4.11 
Distribution of heads of working children’s households by sex, by industry 

Men Women Industry 
Number % Number % 

Agric ulture, livestoc k, forestry, and  fishing 69,167 64.4 7,445 21.9 
Mining and  quarrying 1,342 1.3 23 0.1 
Manufac turing industry 5,735 5.3 6,004 17.7 
Elec tric ity, gas, and  water supp ly 424 0.4 - - 
Construc tion 6,573 6.1 - - 
Wholesa les and  reta il trade 12,758 11.9 10,796 31.8 
Transport, storage, and  c ommunic a tions 3,197 3.0 - - 
Estab lishments and  insuranc e 1,250 1.2 82 0.2 
Community, soc ia l, and  persona l servic es 6,914 6.4 9,585 28.2 
Tota l 107,360 100.0 33,935 100.0 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
This is rela ted  to the ana lysis shown in 
Tab le # 4.10. The ma jority of heads of 
c hild ren’ s households were found  in rura l 
a reas, and  there were many more men 
than women in this g roup . Thus, the work 
of fema le heads of c hild ren’ s 
households leaned  toward  trade, ma inly 

in urban a reas. Another important 
industry for these women was the 
servic es sec tor, w ith 28.2% of them 
c onc entra ted  here. Women in genera l 
a re marg ina lised  in the job  market, 
being  relega ted  to so-c a lled  “women’ s 
jobs,”  and  c onsequently rec eiving  lower 
pay, as w ill be seen la ter. 

Table #4.12 
Distribution of heads of working children’s households and working children, by industry 

Working children Heads of household Industry 
Number % Number % 

Agric ulture, livestoc k, forestry, and  fishing 140,332 55.4 76,612 54.2 
Mining and  quarrying 501 0.2 1,365 1.0 
Manufac turing industry 28,049 11.1 11,739 8.3 
Elec tric ity, gas, and  water supp ly 72 0.0 424 0.3 
Construc tion 6,464 2.6 6,573 4.7 
Wholesa le and  reta il trade 51,541 20.4 23,554 16.7 
Transport, storage, and  c ommunic a tions 4,049 1.6 3,197 2.3 
Estab lishments and  insuranc e - - 1,332 0.9 
Community, soc ia l, and  persona l servic es 22,049 8.7 16,499 11.7 
Tota l 253,057 100.0 141,295 100.0 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
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As c an be seen, the most important 
industry for working  c hild ren was 
agric ulture, forestry, and  fishing . These 
were p rac tic a lly the p rimary sourc es of 
inc ome, and  a  tendenc y for them to be 
passed  from pa rent to c hild  is noted . 
 
Working  c hild ren, as a lready mentioned , 
were a lso found  in trade and  
manufac turing , two of the most basic  
industries a fter agric ulture. The heads of 
household , however, in add ition to trade 
and  manufac turing , were a lso in the 
servic e sec tor, w ith an 11.7% of the 
d istribution. In this industry, by observing  
the perc entages, a  trend  is a lso noted  
for jobs to be passed  from pa rent to 
c hild . 
 
4.8 How much income is earned by 
heads of household?  
 
The follow ing c ha rt shows a  c omparison 
between the monthly wages ea rned  by 
heads of working  c hild ren’ s households 
w ith the inc ome of heads of households 
of non-working  boys and  g irls. Although 
wages a re low in both groups, c erta in 
d istinc t d isadvantages for the la tter 

g roup  c an be observed . 
 
•  Whereas 60.0% of the heads of 
households in the c ase of c hild ren who 
d id  not work ea rned  more than C$1,000 
(US$79) eac h month, only 45.2% of the 
other g roup  of heads rec eived  suc h 
inc ome. 
 
•  Whereas only 18.7% of the heads of 
households of non-working  c hild ren 
ea rned  C$600 (US$47) or less eac h 
month, 32.4% of the other g roup  where 
working  c hild ren were p resent, rec eived  
suc h low wages. 
 
•  On average, the monthly wages of the 
heads of households of working  c hild ren 
were C$1,373.05 (US$108). In the c ase of 
heads of households of c hild ren 
between 5 and  17 who d id  not work, this 
average was more than 50% higher, 
being  C$2.111.26 (US$166) 
 
It is c lea r tha t a lthough there were more 
unemp loyed  heads of household  in the 
c ase of non-working  c hild ren, they 
genera lly had  a  higher overa ll inc ome.  

 
Chart #4.9 

Distribution of heads of children’s households by monthly income range, by children’s 
work status (in cordobas) 

Without working children With working children 

21.4%

60.0%

8.7%
10.0%

Up to C$400

From C$401 to
C$600

From C$601 to
C$1000

Over C$1000

18.7%

 

13.7%
18.7%

22.4% 45.2%
Up to C$400

From C$401 to
C$600

From C$601 to
C$1000

Over C$1000

32.4%

 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB  
 
It must be pointed  out tha t of the 
141,245 heads of households where 
working  c hild ren were found , 138,688 
ac tua lly rec eived  wages, w ith 2.0% 
c la iming no inc ome a t a ll. 

With respec t to inc ome rec eived , as 
ind ic a ted  in Tab le # 4.13, a  signific ant 
number, 45.2%, of heads of working  
c hild ren’ s households ea rned  less than 
C$1000 (US$79) monthly. However, a  
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sizeab le group  (32%) were pa id  less than 
C$600 (US$47) per month. It must a lso be 
noted  tha t sa la ries in rura l a reas were 
evidently lower than those in urban 
a reas; whereas only 24.7% of heads of 
households in c ities were pa id  wages 
below C$600 (US$47), a  tota l of 36.8% of 
those in rura l a reas had  to ac c ep t these 
wages, whic h do not even c over a  third  
of  the basic  family shopp ing  basket for 
tha t yea r  (C$1,852.37, US$146). 
 

It is equa lly important to point out tha t 
whereas 55.5% of heads of household  in 
c ities were pa id  C$1000 (US$79) or more 
every month, only 39.3% of those living  in 
the rura l sec tor were. And , while 11.6% 
of heads of household  in c ities rec eived  
a t most a  monthly pay of C$400 (US$32), 
a  higher perc entage, 14.9%, had  to 
ac c ep t suc h an inc ome in rura l  a reas. 
 
 

Table #4.13 
Distribution of heads of working children’s households by monthly income range, by area 

of residence (in cordobas) 
Urban Rural Total Main income  

Number % Number % Number % 
Up to 400 5,820 11.6 13,183 14.9 19,003 13.7 
401 - 600 6,578 13.1 19,398 21.9 25,976 18.7 
601 - 1000 9,855 19.7 21,207 23.9 31,062 22.4 
More than 1000 27,774 55.5 34,873 39.3 62,647 45.2 
Tota l 50,027 100 88,661 100 138,688 100 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
Studying  the inc ome rec eived  
ac c ord ing  to the sex of heads of 
household , it is evident tha t the 
sc hooling  level of women does not 

transla te into higher pay. On the 
c ontra ry, ac c ord ing  to the follow ing 
tab le, women were pa id  less.

 
Table #4.14 

Distribution of heads of working children’s households and working children by sex, by 
monthly income range (in cordobas) 

Head of household 
Men Women 

Working child 
Main Income 

Number % Number % Boys24 Girls25 
Up to 400 9,375 8.9 9,628 29.1 37.3 50.1 
401 - 600 18,416 17.4 7,560 22.9 27.7 28.9 
601 - 1000 24,190 22.9 6,872 20.8 20.5 15.4 
More than 1000 53,630 50.8 9,017 27.3 14.6 5.7 
Tota l 105,611 100.0 33,077 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  

                                                 
24 The perc entage d istribution of w ages ea rned  by youngsters is based  on the tota l number of those w ho 
dec la red  inc ome: 76,040. 
25 The perc entage d istribution of w ages ea rned  by g irls is based  on the tota l number of those w ho dec la red  
inc ome: 25,946. 
 

 
Two genera l results a re shown in Tab le 
# 4.14: men tended  to ea rn more than 
women, rega rd less of whether the la tter 
were heads of household  or working  
c hild ren, and  the heads of household  
ea rned  more than working  c hild ren. 
 

The trend  noted  in Tab le # 4.14 a llows 
one to sta te tha t the best monthly 
inc omes were ea rned  by ma le heads of 
household . On the other hand , the lower 
the inc ome, the grea ter the perc entage 
of fema le heads tha t rec eived  them. 
 
Comparing  the inc ome of the heads of 
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working  c hild ren’ s households w ith those 
of the working  c hild ren themselves, it 
bec omes c lea r tha t the la tter ea rned  
inc omes in the lowest ranges. As 
inc omes rose, the number of c hild ren 
ea rning  them fell. On the other hand , 
working  c hild ren had  the lowest 
pa rtic ipa tion in the highest inc ome 
ranges. 
  
A simila r situa tion was found  in the c ase 
of fema le working  c hild ren. Not only was 
a  marked  d isadvantage noted  in terms 
of wages ea rned , but a lso in the kinds of 
jobs held . Most g irls and  women were 
p lac ed  in those positions w ith the lowest 
pay, suc h as found  in the servic e sec tor. 
 
4.9 How does working children’s income 
relate to that of the heads of household? 
 
A c ompara tive ana lysis of the inc ome of 

a ll emp loyed  members of households 
w ith tha t c ontributed  by working  
c hild ren a llows for an eva lua tion of how 
va luab le the c ontribution of the la tter 
rea lly was, taking  into ac c ount the 
c onsequent risks and  losses in terms of 
educ a tion and  rec rea tion of being  in 
the work p lac e a t suc h a  young age. 
 
The tab le below shows some ind ic a tors 
to c onduc t the c ompara tive ana lysis of 
inc ome. The tab le deta ils informa tion on 
average monthly wages, average 
number of family members rec eiving  
them, average number of working  
c hild ren, as well as those who d id  not 
work.  Moreover, these figures a llow for a  
c omparison of household  situa tion 
ac c ord ing  to whether the heads of 
household  were emp loyed  or not a t the 
time of the survey. 

 
Table #4.15 

Household indicators by head’s employment status 

Indicator Households with 
unemployed heads 

Households with 
employed heads 

Inc ome from the household  head ’ s ma in oc c upa tion - C$1,426.8 
(US$112) 

Sum of ma in inc ome of a ll members CS$2,259.5 
(US$178) 

C$2,572.5 
(US$203) 

Average per person inc ome of those members 
c ontributing to the household  

C$914.0 
(US$72) 

C$1,166.6 
(US$92) 

Average number of members tha t rec eived  inc ome 2.3 2.4 
Average number of working c hild ren 1.4 1.5 
Average number of working c hild ren tha t c ontribute 
an inc ome 0.9 0.6 

Average number of working c hild ren tha t do not 
c ontribute an inc ome 0.5 1.0 

Sum of inc ome of a ll working c hild ren C$544.3 
(US$43) 

C$346.8 
(US$27) 

Average inc ome of a ll working c hild ren C$444.0 
(US$35) 

C$289.4 
(US$23) 

Number of households 22,894 141,295 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
Whereas households where the heads 
were emp loyed , an average monthly 
inc ome of C$2572.5 (US$203) was 
rec eived , in households where the 
heads were unemp loyed , an average 
monthly inc ome of C$2259.5 (US$178) 
was ob ta ined . If averages a re 
c ompared  ac c ord ing  to the person  

c ontributing  to the household , among 
the la tter g roup , where the heads were 
emp loyed , an average monthly wage 
of C$1666.6 (US$92) was pa id , whereas 
among the la tter g roup , where the 
heads were unemp loyed , only C$914.0 
(US$72) was rec eived  on average. 
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Furthermore, in households where the 
heads were unemp loyed , the average 
amount c ontributed  by working  c hild ren 
was C$544.3 (US$43) eac h month, as 
opposed  to those households where the 
heads were emp loyed , for whic h the 
sum was only C$346.8 (US$27). These 
figures show tha t in households where 
the heads were not emp loyed , the 
ec onomic  burden fell more on working  
c hild ren. 
 
4.10 What was the composition of 
working children’s households?  
 
When households w ith a t least one 
working  c hild  were c ompared  w ith 
those having  non-working  c hild ren 
between the ages of 5 and  17 yea rs, 
signific ant d ifferenc es  emerge, as 
shown in Tab le # 4.16. 
 
Households of working  boys and  g irls 
were la rger than those where they d id  

not work. On average, in the former 
there were 7.1 members, 1.5 members 
more than in those of non-working  
c hild ren, whic h had  an average of 5.6 
members. 
 
This may be ind ic a ting  not only g rea ter 
situa tions of overc rowd ing and  its 
c onsequenc es. This fac t is a lso 
pa rtic ula rly worrisome when taking  into 
ac c ount tha t the tota l inc ome of 
households of working  c hild ren was 
lower. While the tota l inc ome of 
households of working  c hild ren was 
about 20% higher than in households of 
non-working  boys and  g irls, when 
c omparing  the inc ome per c ap ita  of 
those households, the gap  reac hes 
more than 50%. Tha t is, inc ome per 
member in non-working  c hild ren’ s 
households (C$557.0) was 52.5% higher 
than tha t per member in households 
where a t least one boy or g irl worked  
(C$365.3). 

 
Table #4.16 

Household characteristics by children’s work status 

Characteristic Households with 
working children 

Households without 
working children Difference 

Average number of members 7.1 5.6 1.5 
Persons below 18 years of age 4.1 2.8 1.3 
Persons 18 years and  over 3.0 2.8 0.2 
Mean age of head  46 years 44 years 2 years 
Sourc e: ENTIA 2000, MITRAB.  
 
A deeper ana lysis of the d ifferenc e in 
average family size revea ls tha t there 
a re no la rge d ifferenc es in the number 
of adults in eac h kind  of household . In 
working  c hild ren’ s households, an 
average of 3 adults were found , versus 
slightly fewer, 2.8, in the other g roup . The 
ma jor d ifferenc e was in the number of 
c hild ren; in working  c hild ren’ s 
households, there were an average of 
4.1 c hild ren, whereas only 2.8 were 
reported  in the other g roup , a  
d ifferenc e of 1.3 members. 
 
The p resenc e of a  la rger number of boys 
and  g irls means a  la rger number of 
dependants per adult in the home. 
However, as seen ea rlier, the heads of 

households of working  c hild ren fac e 
p rob lems of lower inc ome, often having  
to work in the informa l sec tor, tha t is, 
w ithout benefits, making  it more d iffic ult 
to support their dependants. This imp lies 
then tha t an inc reased  number of 
members in the household , inc lud ing  
c hild ren, must c ontribute ec onomic a lly, 
whether as unpa id  family workers or 
d irec tly w ith wages from outside jobs, in 
order to support the higher number of 
family members. This c omb ina tion of 
lower pay w ith a  high number of 
household  members has to be taken 
into ac c ount as pa rt of the rea lity of 
these households when polic ies and  
p rogrammes to c omba t c hild  labour a re 
designed . 
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5. Conc lusions and  rec ommendations 

The situa tion outlined  in the 

p rec ed ing  sec tions demonstra tes the 
grea t c ha llenges fac ed  by the 
Nic a raguan sta te for the p revention and  
erad ic a tion of c hild  labour and  for the 
p rotec tion of working  adolesc ents. It 
a lso shows a  c lea r d isadvantage in 
terms of the living  c ond itions for working  
c hild ren and  their households, above a ll 
in terms of educ a tion and  inc ome. 
 
Given tha t c hild  labour has immed ia te, 
underlying , and  struc tura l c auses, solving  
the c ha llenges demands a  na tiona l 
effort in whic h a ll sec tors p lay an 
app rop ria te role. In light of this, the 
follow ing aspec ts a re p roposed  to be 
taken into c onsidera tion in the na tiona l 
polic ies ta rgeted  a t solving  the c hild  
labour p rob lem: 
 
•  It is fundamenta l tha t there be well-
defined  polic ies, p rogrammes, and  
p lans of ac tion, tha t take into ac c ount 
pa rtic ula r na tiona l c ha rac teristic s. It is 
urgent tha t Nic a raguan munic ipa l 
governments c ontinue to be 
strengthened , g iving  p riority to those 
p rovinc es and  reg ions whic h, ac c ord ing  
to ENTIA 2000, have the highest 
inc idenc e of work among c hild ren, suc h 
as in RAAN, RAAS, Madriz, Jinotega , and  
Nueva  Segovia  
 
•  It is nec essa ry to c lea rly understand  
tha t app rop ria te mac roec onomic  
management c onstitutes the base on 
whic h effic ient, susta inab le p rogrammes 
and  polic ies to c omba t c hild  labour c an 
be developed . This imp lies taking  
ac tions tha t lead  to improving  the 
ec onomic , soc ia l, and  c ultura l 
c ond itions of the poorest families and  
those w ith the fewest resourc es for 
ra ising  their c hild ren, sinc e, as the results 
of this survey have shown, working  

c hild ren a re most c ommonly found  
among families in p rec a rious soc io-
ec onomic  situa tions. 
 
•  Given the c orrela tion between 
poverty and  the inc idenc e of c hild  
labour, ac tions must be taken to 
inc rease the possib ility of ec onomic  
suc c ess, w ith g rea ter emphasis on those 
pa rts of the c ountry w ith the most 
impoverishment and  limita tions on 
ec onomic  op tions. As suc h, it would  be 
benefic ia l to manage funds for tra ining  
and  the c rea tion of mic ro-enterp rises, 
espec ia lly in munic ipa lities w ith the 
highest ra tes of poverty and  c hild  
labour. 
 
•  The need  for family rehab ilita tion in 
a lso urgent, w ith an emphasis p lac ed  on 
the role of the family in the educ a tion 
and  va lues of their c hild ren, taking  the 
interests of those boys and  g irls as a  
point of departure. 
 
•  It is c ruc ia l tha t the Ministry of 
Educ a tion c ontinue its p roc ess of 
designing  and  putting  into p rac tic e a  
qua lity educ a tiona l p rogramme tha t 
gua rantees the right to an educ a tion for 
a ll c itizens, espec ia lly for boys and  g irls. 
Educ a tion has a  first order impac t on the 
w ide-rang ing  development of c hild ren 
and  on b reaking  the c yc le of poverty.  
The ENTIA 2000 survey has shown tha t 
poverty, well-being , living  c ond itions, 
and  sc hooling  a re inseparab le issues 
among one another, as well as from 
c hild  labour. 
 
•  The entire Nic a raguan soc iety, and  
above a ll, the Na tiona l Commission for 
the Progressive Erad ic a tion of Child  
Labour (CNEPTI) must p romote 
adequa te budgets tha t gua rantee 
c hild ren the right to an educ a tion and  
tha t gua rantee their pa rents a ttention 
through adult and  tec hnic a l educ a tion. 
The ENTIA 2000 survey has c lea rly shown 
tha t the lower educ a tiona l level pa rents 
have, the less likely it w ill be tha t their 
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c hild ren a ttend  sc hool, and  the most 
p robab le it w ill be tha t the c hild ren 
beg in working  a t a  very young age. In 
this c ontext, it is nec essa ry tha t both 

c hild ren and  adults be educ a ted  for the 
p revention and  elimina tion of c hild  
labour. 
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