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Tribhuvan University

Central Department of Population Studies

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Baseline Survey on Child Porters, Nepal, 2002

Child Questionnaire
To be asked to children (5-17 years of age) working as Porters (Short and Long route)

Greetings! My name is ..........covovviiiiiiiiiinnnen, and |1 am working as an interviewer for the Central
Department of Population Studies, TU which is undertaking a study on Child Porters. The results of the
study will be used for possible interventions among the children people and their families. In order to
determine what may be appropriate interventions, we are looking into the children's living conditions,
the nature of their work, their educational levels, and their life goals and aspirations.

We have a number of questions that we would like to ask you but please be assured that your responses
will be treated in complete confidence. The interview will take approximately half an hour to one hour
during which time we will be noting down your answers. Would you have the time to help us with our
study?

Times visited for interview
Particulars 1 2 3

Date of Interview

Results [see code below]

Date for next visit
Name of Field Investigator: Code:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Code for Results

|
!
1=questionnaire completed + 3=child refused to respond |

I 2=questionnaire partly completed | 4=domain not found

—
|
'
|
|
|
|
|

e e -

Questionnaire edited by
Supervisor Office Data entry personnel

Name

Signature

Date
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Survey Site Information

1. District of interview (Eg: Kathmandu) |—|—|

2. Village Development Committee or EDj
Municipality of Interview place

3. Ward Number of Interviewed place ----------==-====-mmmmmmmmmm oo Dj

4. Place of Interview (Eg: Kathmandu, Pokhara, Dharan etc) Dj

5. Location of interview (Eg: Teku, Kalimati, Mahendrachwok etc.)

6. Type of Location Market Centre---------- 1 j_’Section 1
Bus park ----------------- 2 ]

Long distance route ---- 3—¢

Following questions are applicable only for long distance child porters

7. Time of interview On a market day (or haat day)--1 D

(type of Day of interview): On a non-market day---------------- 2

8. Direction of flow From nodal center to next point (up)----- 1 |:|
Towards nodal center (down)--------- 2

Identification of Child Porters (only for familiarization)

Origin:

District:

VDC/Municipality:

Ward No.
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SECTION I: FAMILY INFORMATION

[PLEASE LIST INFORMATION OF ALL IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS WHETHER OR NOT THE CHILD IS LIVING WITH THEM]

Q.11 Q.1.2 Nameof |Q.1.3 Q.14 Q.15 Ask about following for those aged 5 years and above If age is in between 5
Member | Family Member |Relationship to| Sex Age and 17 years
ID Respondent | 1=Male |in Q.1.6 Q.1.7 Q.1.8 Q.1.9 Q.1.10 Q.1.11
2=Female (completed (Name) can read |f literate, from  |If learned ~ Status of  [Does  [If goes to
years or write? (is  Wwhere did (Name) [from school, employmen|(Name) is school how
Name literate ?) Jearnto read and |what grade [ ofeach goingto |(Name)is
Yes --- 1 Write? (Name) has  household school?  maintaining
No ----- 2 —*1.8 |School ---- 1 completed? [member? - [Yes--—--1 work and
Informal -- 2—1.9 [(See Codes) [(See Codes)No ----- 2 ischooling?
(See Codes)
01 1 2 1 2 1 2
02 1 2 1 2 1 2
03 1 2 1 2 1 2
04 1 2 1 2 1 2
05 1 2 1 2 1 2
06 1 2 1 2 1 2
07 1 2 1 2 1 2
08 1 2 1 2 1 2
Codes:

Codes for Q. 1.3
1= Father/mother

2= Stepfather/mother
3= Spouse

4= Brother/sisters

6= Grandparents
7= Uncle/aunts
8= Self

9= Others

5= Sister/Brother in law

Code for Q. 1.8

00= Not completed grade one

01= One class pass

02= Two class pass

09= Nine class Pass

10= Test Pass

11=SLC (School Leaving Certificate)

12=10+2 or LA

14=B.A or above

97= Technical and VVocational training/education
99= Don't know

Code for Q. 1.9

00= Not Employed
01= Own Agriculture

02= Working in agricultural labour
03= Working in non-agricultural labour

04= Porter

05= Government and Non Government Service

06= Student
07= Homemaker

08= Cannot work/ disabled

09= Own small business

i 10= Others (specify)

Codes for Q. 1.11

1= School full time (work part time)
2= In school part time (work full time)
3= In school part time (work part time)
4= Not in school (work full time)

5= Others (specify)
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Section Il: Place of Origin & Current Living Situation (this section is for ALL Child porters)

Child’s ID
Q.No. | Question Coding Specification and Filter Skip to
Q.No
201 Where is your origin? District |
(please write name of place) VDC/Municipality D:Ij
Ward No. |—|—|
202 At origin, do you have a permanent Yes 1
home No 2
203 Does your family own farm land in Yes 1
your village of origin? No 2
204 Are you currently living in home at At origin —-m»207
origin or elsewhere? Elsewhere --- 2
205 Why did you leave your original Poverty/hunger 01
home? Because of step-father/mother --------------- 02
No one to look after me ----------------------- 03
Father/mother coming here ------------------- 04
| ran away 05
There was abuse --- 06
Parents sent me away 07
A relative brought me here ------------------- 08
Came with friends 09
Came to earn income 10
Others (Specify) 11
206 With whom? With parents ----- 1
With siblings 2
With brokers 3
Came alone with consent of parents -------- 4
Came alone without consent of parents ---- 5
Came with friends with consent of parents- 6
Came with friends without consent of
parents -7
Others 8
207 What is the main work done by your | Own/subsistence farming 1
family to make a living in your Agricultural wage laborer 2
village of origin? Non-agricultural- wage laborer -------------- 3
Small business 4
Nothing 5
Others 6
208 Are your parents alive? Both alive 1
Both dead 2—»210
Mother alive, father dead 3
Mother dead, father alive 4
209 Do you live with them now? Yes 1
(Only if any one of the parents is alive) No 2
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210 Where do you live now? Own house in Village --- 01
Own house, in a slum ----- 02
Rented house, in a slum 03
On the street 04
Under a bridge --- 05
Temple/stupa 06
Employer provided accommodation -------- 07
In the bus park 08
In the market place 09
In a rented room 10
Others (Specify) 11

211 Are there others living with you? None 1
Family members 2
Relatives/Friends ---3
Fellow porters 4

Section I11: Personal Information (this section is for ALL Child porters)

Q.No. Question Coding Specification and Filter Skip to
Q.No
301 What is your caste/ethnicity? Caste/Ethnicity
Note: Write the said caste/ethnicity and | and Code: Dj
put appropriate code from given list
302 What is your mother tongue? Mother Tongue
and Code: Dj
303 Which documents do you have, if any? Birth certificate 1
Citizenship card z]“> 305
Note: Multiple Response possible School Certificate
Neither 4
304 If not, how do you know how old you Guess (respondent own self) ------------- 1
are? Know from parents 2
Know from family members ------------- 3
Know from schools ---- 4
Know from others 5
Not so sure about age 6
305 Can you read?
[Please ask them to read this Nepali Yes 1
questionnaire in order to verify that they | No 2
can actually read!]
306 Can you write?
[Please verify that they can write by Yes 1
making them write a sentence or two in No 2
Nepali]
307 Have you ever-attended formal or Yes, formal 1
informal school? Yes, informal 2
No 33— 311
308 If yes, which class have you completed? | If formal Completed class ---------

Which informal literacy programme have
you done?

Name of Programme:
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.309 Are you currently attending formal or Yes, formal 1
informal school? Yes, informal 2
No 31”31
310 If yes, which class are you in? Currently Attending Class ------------ Dj
Currently Attending Class . ,
If informal Name of Programme:
311 Reasons for never attending to school or | Cannot afford 1
informal literacy programmes Because of work burden ------------------ 2
Parents did not send 3
Why not? Provide reason. School is too far 4
Because of failing 5
Because of Language difficulty ---------- 6
School closed 7
Own self is not interested ----------------- 8
Others (specify) 9
Section IV: Current Work History and conditions (ask ALL child porters)
Q.No. | Question Coding Specification and Filter Skip to
Q.No
401 Do you work as a short or long route Short Route 1
porter? Long route 2
402 Where do you work Mainly? For short route porters:
Market center 1
Bus park 2
For long route porters:
Route Name:
Number (1-35) ------------=------ D:'
403 How many different portering sites do Per day 1
you work at per day or per week? Per Week 2
No. of Sites |:|
404 What is the maximum load you have to | Maximum Load in Kgs ------------
carry on your trip (in kgs)? D:D
405 What is the average load you have to Average Load in Kgs ---------------
carry on your trip (in kgs)? D:D
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406 What kinds of items do you have to
carry on each trip? (Allow multiple

responses)

Sack of Cereal Foods Rice, Wheat------------
Cement, Sand, Brick, Stone ---------====-=----
Metallic construction materials ---------------
Vegetables and Fruits (Potato/Onion)--------
Beer, Wine, Coke, Pepsi
Clothes and footwear
Packet of readymade Foods -------------------
Salt, Oil, Sugar and Dairy Products-----------
Luggage and Bedding -
Breakable Electronic Items
Other Machinery Items ----
Medicines and Pharmaceuticals ---------------
Glass and heavy metal Items-------------------
Gas cylinder, Petrol, Diesel, Kerosene-------
Kitchen utensils
Seeds, Fertilizers and pepsicides --------------
Woods and Furniture
Herbs and Spices
Soap/Detergents, Cigarette/ Tobacco---------
Others (Specify)

19
20

Check: Short Distance Porters

=

Long Distance Porters

[ —— Q No.409

407 On average, what duration is approx. each | Less than 15 Minutes 1
trip before you get to unload? Less than Half an Hour 2
Less than One Hour 3
One Hour and More 4
408 How many trips/day would you say you Reported Number of Trips ------------- I:I
make on average? Short distance Porters (go to Q. 412)
409 For how long at a time do you have to About 15 Minutes 1
carry this load, on average before you can | About 30 Minutes 2
rest? About 45 Minutes 3
(this is strictly for long distance About 1 Hour 4
porters) One Hour or More 5
410 Do you get breaks in a trip from carrying | Yes 1
this load? No 2—»412
(this is strictly for long distance
porters)
411 How many times do you get breaks? Time of Getting Brakes ---------- D:'
(this is strictly for long distance
porters)
412 From where do you take this load (ie For short route porters:
where is your point of origin)? Market Center 1
Bus Park 2
For long route porters:
Origin of Portering
Code of Route:
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.413 | Upto which point do you have to transport | For short route porters:
this (ie where is your destination)? To Another Market Center ------------ 1
To a House 2
To a Restaurant 3
To a taxi, truck, van etc---------------- 4
For long route porters:
Destination
Code of Route:
[ ]
414 When do you start (AM/PM)? Hour Minute
When do you end (AM/PM)? Start Time -—[_| | L 1]
End Time ----- | ] | [ | |
415 Would you say that you have some leisure | Yes 1
time during the day ? No 2
416 How many days a week do you work as a | Days in a week |:|
porter?
417 On what basis do you get paid? For short route porters:
Daily wage, irrespective of load ----- 1
On Kg basis 2
On a trip basis 3
Others (Specify) 4
For long route porters:
Per trip 5
Amount of load per trip completed -- 6
Fixed rate in Rupees ------------------- 7
On Kg basis/dharni 8
Others (Specify) 9
418 Do you carry the load alone or do you Alone 1—>420
share carrying the load? Sharing 2
419 If you share the load, do you share the Yes 1
payment? No 2
420 How long have you worked as a porter? Days 1
Years Dj 2
Note: in the given boxes write the duration Months 3
and circle only one 1, 2 or 3 for days, years or
months respectively
421 What is the maximum that you earn in a Maximum Earning in a day in NRS:

day (in Rs)?
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422

Which months do you work as a porter?

(Options 01-12 Multiple Response, option
13 single response)

January
February

01
02

March

03

April
May

04
05

June

06

July
August

07
08

September

09

October
November----

10
11

December

12

All year

13

423

How much do you earn in total from ALL
the months of portering work (in Rs)?

Total Earnings in all month
Porter Works in NRS:

s from

424

What do you do with your income?
List all options (multiple response)

Note: If one of the answers is 1, ask
Q.4.20 otherwise go to Q 425

Give to parents/family -------------------

Pay rent

Pay for school fees, books,

Pay some back to employer -------------
Keep some for pocket money
Pay debts (besides employer) -----------

uniforms --

> 426

Food
Clothing

Others, (specify)

kPm\IOU'I-hOOIl\Jl—‘

425

What percent of your income do you give
to your family?
[INDICATE PERCENT 0% to 100%]

Percentage of Income

426

Do you know how many kids work here
as porters like you do?

Yes
No

—> 429

427

If yes, how many?

Number of Child Porters

428

Where did you work before you worked
as a porter?

Did not Work Before

Child Domestic Worker ------=====-=-----

Carpet Factories

Agricultural worker in my village-------

Construction Worker

Ragpicking

Others (Specify)

431

429

Why did you change to porter?

Low Remuneration in Previous Job ----
Punishment/harassment ------------------

Not allowed to go to school
Insufficient food-----

Fired by employer

Others (specify)

430

At what age did you start working as a
porter?

Age at entry into Portering

431

Who put you into this work?

Parents ----

Relatives

Self

Friends

Others (specify)

OB wWN P

10
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432 What other types of work do you do when | Go home to do agricultural work-------- 1
you are not doing portering work? Child domestic worker ------------------- 2
(Allow multiple responses) Ragpicking 3
Carpet factories 4
Drug peddling 5
Non-agri. worker 6
Others (Specify) 7
433 Are you portering because your parents Yes 1
have taken a loan? No 2
434 Are you indebted to your employer? Yes 1
No 2
435 Does your employer treat you well? Yes -- 1
No 2
436 Who gives or arranges food for you at On my own 1
work? Employer provides 2
Others (Specify) 3
Section V: Past Work History of Child
Q.No. | Question Coding Specification and Filter Skip to
Q.No
501 What was your first job? Portering 1
Child Domestic Worker ------------------- 2
Ragpicking 3
Carpet factories 4
Agricultural worker -5
Non-agricultural worker------------------- 6
Others (Specify) 7
502 How old were you when you first started | Age Started to Work ----------------- D:'
working?
503 Did you have to stop school in order to Yes 1
start work? No 2
504 Who put you to work the first time? No one, self 1
Parents 2
Relatives----- 3
Friends 4
Others (Specify) 5
505 Why did you have to start work? Parents had a debt 1
Family needed more income-------------- 2
| was sold---- 3
| ran away 4
Others (Specify) 5
Section VI: Food Habit, Habit of Addiction and Association (this is for ALL child
porters)
Q. Questions Coding Classification Skip to
No. Q. No.
601 Did you last week spend any day Yes 1
without food? No 2T %603

11
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602 If yes, How many days? Days Spent without Food -------- |:|
603 Do you smoke? Yes 1
No 2 —» 605
604 If yes, for how long have you been Months 1
smoking? Years u_l 2
605 Do you take alcohol? Yes 1
No 2 —» 607
606 If yes, for how long have you been Months l | [ 1
taking alcohol? Years -2
607 Have you tried drugs? Yes 1
No 2— 610
608 If yes, for how long have you been Months |—|—r 1
using drugs? Years 2
609 How many times/week do you take Times per Week -------------- 1
drugs?
610 Do you sniff glue? Yes 1
No 2—> 613
611 How many people do you share with? | Persons Sharing ----------------- | |
612 What is the price? Price in NRS:
613 Have you been arrested by the police? | Yes 1
No 2_1| » 615
614 Reasons you were in custody?
Reasons:
615 Who do you fear most? Police 1
Drunkards 2
Pimps 3
Drug pedalers 4
Dogs 5
Big boys 6
No ones 7
Other (specify) 8
616 Where do you spend your free time Shelter 1
mostly? Temple/stupa 2
Tourist areas 3
Market center 4
Bus park 5
Nowhere, at home 6
Others (Specify) 7
617 Why do you spend your free time There are other kids there ------------- 1
there? I can make money 2
| eat there 3
| sleep there 4
| play there 5
Help with household work ------------ 6
It is own house/room ------------------ 7
Others (Specify) 8

12
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618

What do you do in your free time
during the day/week when you are not
portering?

Play
Drug pedaling
Cinema
Watch TV
Help with household work
School
Help parents with agri. work
Help parents with non-agri. work ----
Others (specify)

O©Co~No ok, wnN R

Section VII: Health Hazards at work (this is for ALL child porters)

Q. No. | Questions Coding Classifications Skip to
Q. No.
701 Have you ever been sick during the Yes 1
work? No 2 [ > 709
702 If yes, how long ago was it, when Days ago | | [1
you became sick or injured? Months ago 2
703 Are you still sick? Yes 1
No 2
704 What type of illness or injury? Back pain due to heavy load ---------- 01
Respiratory problem ------------------- 02
Fever 03
Skin disease 04
B 05
Water borne disease ------------------- 06
Intestinal disease 07
Fractures from heavy load ------------ 08
Headache 09
Cough/cold 10
Stomach pain 11
Cuts/wounds 12
Other (specify) 13
705 Was a medical professional Yes 1
consulted for the illness or injury? No 2 —1»708
706 Who was consulted? Doctor 1
Person in the shop 2
Nurse 3
Homeopath 4
Baidhya 5
Traditional healer 6
Others (specify) 7
707 Could you afford the expenses? Yes 1
No 2
It was free of cost 3
708 Why did you not consult? Lack of money 1
No health post nearby ------------------ 2
Not necessary to consult --------------- 3
Others (specify) 4
709 Do you wear any protection while Does not wear any protection --------- 0
working? If yes, which ones? [use | Boots/shoes while working ------------ 1
CODE] Gloves 2
Pad on the head 3

13
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| | | Others (Specify) 4 |

Section VIII: Perception and Knowledge (this is for ALL child porters)

Q. Questions Coding Classification Skip to
No. Q. No.
801 Would you go to school (again) if Yes 1

arranged? No 2

802 What would you like to become when | Write as Said:
you grow up?

803 Have any NGOs/INGOs approached | Yes 1
you? No 2_ 1 »805
804 How many times have you | Never 0
participated in a research project such | Once 1
as this? More than once 2
805 Do you like your work? Yes 1
No 2 —+—»807
806 Why do you like your work? Can help support family --------------- 1
Can earn money for school ----------- 2
Can earn money for food--------------- 3
Have fun working with friends-------- 4
Others (specify) 5
807 Why don’t you like your work? Work hazards make me sick-----------

Can't go to school, too tired-----------
Don't like work ----
Don't like employer

808 Do you know it is rather dangerous to | Yes
your health to be working as a porter? | No

809 Do you know that you should be in Yes

1
2
3
4
Others (specify) 5
1
2
1
2

school rather being here No
810 What other ways could you earn a Agricultural labourer ----------------- 1
living soon or in the near future? Non-agricultural labourer ------------ 2
Portering 3
Not think about 4
Others (Specify) 5

14
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811 Do you face abuse in your job? Yes 1
No Z | ”813
812 What sort of abuse do you face? Scolded/beatn by employer ---------- 1
Sexual abuse 2
Little or no food 3
Others (Specify) 4
813 What would you do if you faced Tell friends 1
danger or abuse in the job? Tell parents 2
Tell no one 3
Others (Specify) 4
814 Do you know where you could seek From Police, VDC 1
help if you have been abused in the From NGO 2
job? From parents 3
From friends 4
From no one 5
815 Do you know what is the minimum Yes 1
age that the children can work No 2 —1» 817
816 What is the minimum age? Reported Age: ------------------ -D:‘
817 Do you know anyone who has Yes 1
stopped portering? No 2> 819
818 If yes, what are they doing now?
Write as said
819 Would you recommend this job to Yes 1
your sister/brother No 2
-: Thanks :-
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