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Baseline Survey on Child Domestic Workers, Nepal, 2002 

Child Questionnaire 
To be asked to children (6-18 years of age) working as child domestic workers 

 
 

A. District..( ) B. Name of Municipality 
……( ) 

C. Ward No: D. Name of the village/ Tole E. Category of ward: 
1. Core Urban 

2. Urban 
3. Semi Urban 

     

  
SECTION I: FAMILY INFORMATION 

[PLEASE  LIST INFORMATION  OF ALL  IMMEDIATE  FAMILY  MEMBERS WHETHER OR NOT THE CHILD IS LIVING WITH THEM] 
  Question No. 1 
S.N Name of Family 

Member 
 Relationship 
to  Respondent 

Sex  
(1=male) 
(2=female) 

 Age  
(in completed 
years) 

 Status of employment of 
each household member 

 Education level of each 
household member including 
the respondent 
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Codes for Relationship 
 
1=Father/mother 
2=Stepfather/mother 
3=Brother/sisters 
4=Grandparents 
5=Uncle/aunts 
6=Others 
7=Self 

Code for Employment status  
 
1=not employed     
2=working in agricultural labour 
3=working in non-agricultural labour 
4=child domestic worker 
5=school full time          
6=school full time (work part time)  
7=in school part time (work full time) 
8=in school part time (work part time) 
9= not in school (work full time) 
10=too young to be in school or employed 
11=homemaker  
12=cannot work/ disabled 
13=small business 
14=others, specify 

Code for the Education Status 
 
1= no formal education or cannot read and write  
2=no formal education, but can read and write 
3=Pre-School 
4=Primary School (Grade 1 to 5)  
5=Lower-Secondary School (Grade 6 to 8) 
6= Secondary School (Grade 9 to 10) 
7=Technical Education and Vocational Training 
8= Too young to be in school 
9=Others, specify 

 

 

Section II: Place of Origin & Current Living Situation (this section is for ALL Child domestic workers) 

 Q.2. 
Where is 
your 
origin? 
 
(please 
write 
name of 
place) 

Q. 3 At 
origin, do 
you have 
a 
permanen
t home 
(1=yes) 
(2=no)? 

Q. 4 Does 
your family 
own farm 
land in 
your 
village of 
origin 
(1=yes) 
2=no)?   

Q. 5 
Why did 
you leave 
your 
original 
home? 

Q. 6 
With 
whom? 

Q. 7 
What is the 
main work 
done by 
your family 
to make a 
living in 
your 
village of 
origin?  

Q. 8  Are your 
parents alive? 
 
1=both alive 
2=both dead 
3=mother alive, 
father dead 
4=mother dead, 
father alive 

Q. 9 Do 
you live 
with 
them 
now 
(1=yes) 
(2=no)? 

Q.10  If 
yes, where 
do you live 
with them 
now? 

Q. 11 If 
you don’t 
live with 
your 
parents, 
where do 
you live 
now? 

Q.12 If 
you 
don’t 
live with 
your 
parents, 
are there 
others 
living 
with you 
now? 
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Code for 
Q. 2 
 
1=District 
( ) 
2 India( ) 

Code for Q. 5 
 
1=poverty/hunger 
2=because of step-
father/mother 
3=no one to look after me 
4=there was abuse  
5= parent sent me away 
6=  a relative brought me 
here 
7= came with friends 
8= came to earn income 
9=others 

Code for Q.6 
 
1=with parents 
2=with siblings 
3=with brokers  
4=came with friends with consent of 
parents 
5=came with friends without consent 
of parents 
=others 

Code for Q. 7 
 
1=own/subsistence 
farming 
2=agricultural wage 
laborer 
3=non-agricultural- 
wage laborer 
4=small business 
5=nothing/unemployed 
6=others 

Code for Q. 10 
 
1=own house, 
in a slum 
2=rented 
house, in a 
slum 
3=street 
 

Code for Q. 11 
 
1=on the street 
2=under a bridge 
3=temple/stupa 
4=in a rented 
room 
5= employer 
provided 
accomodation 

Code for 
Q. 12 
 
1=none 
2=family 
members 
3=friends 
4=fellow 
domestic 
workers 

 

Section III: Personal Information (this section is for ALL Child domestic workers) 
 Q. 13 

what 
is your 
mother 
tongue
? 

Q. 14   
What is 
your 
caste/eth
nicity? 

Q 15 
Which 
document
s do you 
have, if 
any ? 
 
[USE 
CODE] 
 

Q 16  
If not, 
how do 
you 
know 
how old 
you 
are?  

Q.17 
Can 
you 
read? 
(1=yes) 
(2=no)  
 
[Please 
ask 
them to 
read 
this 
Nepali 
questio
nnaire 
in order 
to 
verify 
that 
they 
can 
actually 
read!] 

Q. 18 
Can you 
write? 
(1=yes) 
(2=no) 
 
[Please 
verify 
that they 
can write 
by 
making 
them 
write a 
sentence 
or two in 
Nepali] 

Q. 19 Are 
you 
currently 
attending 
formal or 
informal 
school?  
(1=yes, 
formal) 
(2=yes, 
informal) 
(3=no) 
 
If no, go 
to Q. 3.9 

Q. 20 
If yes, 
which 
class are 
you in? 

Q.21 
Why 
not? 
Provide 
reason. 

Q. 22 
Have you 
ever 
attended 
formal or 
informal 
school? 
(1=yes, 
formal) 
(2=yes, 
informal) 
(3=no) 
 
(If yes, go 
to Q.3.11. 
If no, go to 
Q. 3.12) 
 

Q. 23 
If yes, 
which 
class 
have you 
complete
d? 

Q. 24 
Why 
not? 
Give 
reason 
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Code for Q.13 
1=Nepali 
2=Newari 
3=Magar 
4=Gurung 
5=Tharu 
6=Hindi 
7=otherr 

Code for Q.14 
1=Hilly Bramin,chhetri, 
thakuri 
2= Hilly Dalits 
3=Nationalists 
4= terai Bramin ,Chatri 
5= Terai Dalit 
6= Newar 
7= Tharu 
8= Others 

Code for Q.15 
1=birth certificate  
2=citizenship card 
3= both 
4= Neaither 

Code for Q.16  
1 = Guess 
2=Know from parents 
3= Know from family members 
4= Know from schools 
5= Know from others  
6= Not so sure about age  

Code for Q.21and Q.24 
1=cannot afford 
2=because of work 
3=parents did not send 
4=school is too far 
5=because of failing  
6=others (specify)  

 
Section IV: Current Work History and conditions (ask ALL child domestic workers)3 
 
Q.25  
How long have you 
worked as a child 
domestic worker? 
 

Q. 26 
Where 
did you 
work 
before 
you 
worked 
as a child 
domestic 
worker? 
 
 

Q. 27  
Why did you 
change to 
domestic 
work? 
 
 

Q 28 
 At what ageid 
you start 
working as a 
domestic 
worker? 
Years......... 

Q. 29 
 Who put you 
into this work? 
 
 

Q. 30 
 What type of 
work do you 
have to do? 
 
(Allow multiple 
responses) 

Q. 31 
 When do 
you start 
(AM/PM)?  
 
When do you 
end 
(AM/PM)? 

Year
s 

Mon
ths 

Days       

         
 

Code for Q.26 
1=did not work before  
2=child domestic worker 
3=porter 
4=beggar 
5=carpet factories 
6=agricultural worker in my 
home village 
7=construction worker 
8=ragpicking 

Code for Q. 27 
low remuneration in previous job 
2=punishment/harassment  
3=not allowed to go to school 
4=insufficient food 
5=fired by employer 
6=others, specify 

Code for Q.29 
1=parents 
2= siblings 
3= ralatives 
4=Brokers 
5=self 
6= friends 
7=others (specify) 

Code for Q 30 
1=dish washing 
2=child minding 
3=clothes washing 
4=house cleaning 
(broken/pieces) 
5=cooking 
6=others (specify)  
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Section IV: Current Work History and conditions (ask all child domestic workers) 
Q. 32 
 How 
many days 
a week do 
you work 
as a 
domestic 
worker? 
days... 

Q.33 
  How 
many 
months a 
year do you 
work as a 
domestic 
worker?  
 
Months... 

Q.34 
 What other types of 
work do you do, in 
addition to working 
as a domestic worker, 
on a particular day? 
 
(Allow multiple 
responses) 

Q. 35 
How much 
did you get 
paid the 
LAST month 
that you 
worked (in 
Rs)? 

Q. 36 
 On what basis 
do you get paid? 
 
(1=monyhly) 
(2=Yearly) 
(3= Not paid) 

Q. 37 
How much 
do you earn 
in total from 
ALL the 
months of 
domestic 
work (in Rs)? 

Q. 38 
What do you 
do with your 
income? 
List all 
options 
 
 

Q. 39 
What percent 
of your income 
do you give to 
your family?  
 
[Indicate 
percent 0% to 
100%] 

        

 
 

Code for Q.3 4 
1=ragpicking 
2=Porters 
3=carpet 
4=begging 
5=pimping 
6=drug peddling 
7=others 

Code for Q.38 
1=Pay rent 
2=pay for school fees, books, uniforms 
3=give to parents/family 
4=pay some back to employer 
5=keep some for pocket money (to spend on 
cigarettes, buy marbles etc) 
6=pay debts (besides employer) 
7=food 
8=clothing 
9=others, specify 

 
 
Section IV: Current Work History and conditions (ask all child domestic workers) 
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Q.4 0 
Do you  
know other 
children who 
work as 
domestic 
workers like 
you do? 
 
(1=yes/ 
2=no) 

Q. 41 
If yes, how 
many? 

Q. 4.2  
Who 
provides 
your food? 
1=on my 
own 
2=employe
r provides 

Q. 43 
 Do you think 
your 
employer 
treats you 
well 
(1=yes 
2=no)? 
 

Q. 4.4 
 If yse, 
Provide 
reason? 
Q.45  
If no, give 
reasons 
 
[Use code] 

Q. 46 
Are you 
indebted 
to your 
employer 
(1=yes 
2=no?) 

Q. 47 
 Are you 
working as a 
domestic 
servant 
because your 
parents have 
taken a loan 
(1=yes 2=no?) 

       

 
Code for Q. 44 
If yes: 
1=provides food 
2=sends me to school 
3=gives me clothes 
4=gives me shelter 
5=workload is fine 
6=pay is okay 
7=medical expenses are 
paid 
8=Others 

Code for Q. 45 
If no: 
1=does not provide food 
2=does not provide clothing 
3=does not provide shelter 
4=does not pay me 
5=does not send me to school 
6=gives bad quality food or 
leftover food 
7=insufficient food 
8=scolds me 
9=makes me work hard 
10=beats me 
11=medical expenses are not 
paid 
12=Others (spacify) 

Code for Q49 
1=ragpicking 
2=child dometic worker 
3=portering 
4=begging 
5=carpet 
6=agricultural worker 
7=non 
8=Others 

Code for Q.51 
1=no one, self 
2=parents 
3=relatives 
4=friends 
5=others 

Code for Q. 52 
1=parents had a debt 
2=family needed more 
income 
3=I was sold 
4=I ran away 
5=others 

 
Section V: Past Work History of Child 

 Q. 48 
 How old were you 
when you first started 
working? (In Years) 

Q. 49 
 What was your 
first job?  

Q. 50 
 Did you have to stop 
school in order to start 
work (1=yes  2=no)? 

Q.51 
 Who put you to work the 
first time?  
 

Q. 5.2 
 Why did you 
have to start 
work? 
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Section VI: Personal Behavior (this is for ALL child domestic workers) 

Q.53 

 Did you spend 
any day without 
food last week   
(1=yes 2=no)?  

Q. 54  

If yes, 
how 
many 
days? 

Q. 55 

  Do you smoke 
(1=yes 2=no)?  

Q. 56 

 If yes, 
for how 
long have 
you been 
smoking? 

years... 

months... 

Q. 57 

  Do you take 
alcohol (1=yes 
2=no)? 

Q58 

  If yes, for 
how long 
have you 
been taking 
alcohol?  

years... 

months.... 

Q.59 

Have you 
tried 
drugs 
(1=yes2=
no)? 

Q.60 

If yes, for 
how long 
have you 
been 
using 
drugs? 

years.. 

months.... 

Q. 61 

  How 
many 
times/wee
k do you 
take 
drugs? 

Q. 62 

 Have you 
been 
arrested by 
the police? 

(1=-yes2 
no) 

          

 

Q. 63 

 Reasons you 
were in 
custody? 

Q. 64  

 Who do 
you fear 
most? 

Q. 65 

 Where do you 
spend your free 
time mostly? 

Q. 6.6 

 Why do you 
spend your 
free time 
there? 

Q. 67 

 What do you do in 
your free time 
during the 
day/week when 
you are not 
working as a 
domestic worker? 

Q. 68 

  Do you 
sniff glue 
(1=yes 
2=no)?  

Q. 69 

 How many 
people do you 
share with? 

Q. 70 

 What is the brand 
and price?  

       brand price 
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Codes for Q.64 
1=police 
2=drunkards 
3=drug pedalers 
4=dogs  
5=big boy 
6=Master 
7=mistres 
8=Others 

Code for Q. 65 
1=shelter 
2=temple/stupa 
3=tourist areas 
4=street 
5=dumpsite 
6=playing ground 
7=nowhere, just at home 

Code for Q. 66 
1=there are other kids there 
2=I can make money 
3=I eat there 
4=I sleep there 
5=I can play there 
6=help with household work 

Code for Q.67 
1=play 
2=begging 
3=drug pedaling 
4=cinema 
5=watch TV 
6=help with household 
work 
7=school 
8=help parents with 
agricultural work 
9=help parents with non-
agricultural work 

 

Section VII: Health Hazards at work (this is for ALL child domestic workers) 
Q. 71 
Have 
you 
ever 
been 
sick 
during 
the 
work 
(1=yes 
2=no)? 

Q. 72  
 
If yes, how long ago was 
it, when you became sick 
or injured? 

Q.73 
Are you still 
sick 
(1=yes 
2=no)? 

Q. 74  
What type 
of illness or 
injury? 

Q. 75  
Was a medical 
professional  
consulted for 
the illness or 
injury? 
1=yes 
2=no 
 
(if no, go to Q. 
78) 

Q.76  
Who was 
consulted? 

Q.77  
Could you 
afford the 
expenses 
(1=yes; 
2=no) 

Q 78  
Why did 
you not 
consult? 

Q. 79 
 Do you 
wear any 
protection 
while 
working? If 
yes, which 
ones? [USE 
CODE] 

 How many 
days ago 

How many 
months ago 

       

          

 
 



ADDITIONAL CODES:  88 = Missing;  99 = Don't know 

 9

 Code for Q74 
1= Back pain due to heavy load  
2=respiratory problem 
3=fever 
4=skin disease 
5=TB 
6= water borne disease 
7=intestinal disease 
8=fractures from heavy load 
9=headache 
10=cough 
11=stomach pain 
12=cuts/wounds 
13=hand swelling 
14=others...... 

Codes for Q.76 
1=doctor 
2=person in the shop 
3=nurse 
4=homeopath 
5=traditional healer 
6=other (specify) 

Code for Q. 78 
1=lack of money 
2=no health post nearby 
3=not necessary to consult 
4=others (specify) 

Code for Q.79 
1=Does not wear any protection 
2=Boots/shoes while working  
3=Gloves 

 4=Pad on the head 
 5=others 

 
Section VIII: Perception and Knowledge (this is for ALL child domestic workers) 

Q. 80 
 Would you 
go to school 
(again) if 
arranged 
(1=yes2=no)
?  

Q. 81 
 What would you 
like to become 
when you grow 
up? 

Q. 82 
 Have any 
NGOs/INGOs 
approached 
you? 
1=yes 2=no 

Q.83 
 How many times 
have you 
participated in a 
research project 
such as this? 
 
1=never 
2=once 
3=more than once 

Q. 84 
 Do you like 
your work 
(1=yes 2=no)?  
 
If yes, go to Q 
85 
If no, go to Q 86 

     
 

Q 85 
 Why do you like 
your work? 

Q. 86 
 Why don’t you like 
your work? 

Q. 87 
 Do you know it is rather 
dangerous to your health to be 
working as a domestic worker 
(1=yes  2=no)? 

Q88 
 Do you know that you 
should be in school 
rather being here 
(1=yes 2=no)? 

Q.89 
What other ways could 
you earn a living soon or 
in the near future? 
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Code for Q.85 
1=Can help support family  
2=Can earn money for school  
3=can earn money for food 
4=Have fun working with friends 
5=Others, specify  

Codes for Q.86 
1=work hazards make me sick 
2=can't go to school, too tired 
3=don't like work 
4=don't like employer 
5=others, specify 

Code for Q. 89 
1=agricultural labourer 
2=non-agricultural labourer 
3=child domestic worker 
4=others 

 

Section VIII: Perception and Knowledge continued…. 
Q. 90 
 Do you 
face 
abuse in 
your 
job 
(1=yes 
2=no)? 

Q. 91 
if yes, what 
sort of abuse 
do you face? 

Q 92 
 What would 
you do if you 
faced danger or 
abuse in the 
job? 

Q 93 
 Do you know 
where you 
could seek help 
if you have 
been abused in 
the job? 

Q 94 
 Do you know 
what is the 
minimum age that 
the children can 
work (1=yes 
2=no)?  
 
 

Q. 95 
If yes what 
is the 
minimum 
age......? 

Q.96 
 Do you know 
anyone who 
has stopped 
working as 
domestic child 
labour (1=yes 
2=no)?  

Q. 97 
If yes, what 
are they 
doing now? 

Q. 98 
 Would you 
recommend 
this job to 
your 
sister/brothe
r or friend 
(1= yes 
2=no)? 

         
  
 

Code for Q.91 
1=scolded/beaten by 
master 
2=sexual abuse 
3=little or no food 

Code for Q92 
1=tell friends 
2=tell parents 
3=tell no one 
4=others 

Codes for Q.93 
1=from NGO 
2=from parents 
3=from friends  
4=from no one 

 


