
Text for video message for Sameera Al-Tuwaijri, Director of SafeWork for 
World Day for Safety and Health at Work 2007 

 
 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Thank you for joining today’s observance of World Day for Safety and Health at Work.  
 
April 28 is a day on which governments, employers and workers come together to highlight 
the need for safe and healthy workplaces. United by the recognition that decent work can only 
be safe work, our constituents today stand together and commit to working towards the goal 
of safe, healthy and decent work for all.  
 
In order to achieve this aim, the ILO believes that a systematic approach is needed. Our 
newest instrument in the area of SafeWork is the Promotional Framework for Occupational 
Safety and Health Convention (No. 187). It was adopted by the International Labour 
Conference in June 2006. As a framework Convention, it is designed to provide for a coherent 
and systematic treatment of occupational safety and health. Some countries are already using 
the tools of national policy and system as well as a national programme and profile to better 
manage occupational safety and health. The evidence is still coming in, but the results are 
looking promising. By ratifying the new Convention, more countries can come closer to 
achieving continuous improvement of occupational safety and health, and preventing more 
illnesses and injuries related to work. 
 
But accompanying the concrete tools for action there must be something more. Without 
promotion of those tools, they remain dry pieces of paper. With successful advocacy, theory 
moves to practice, and safety can and will become a reflex. April 28 is an opportunity you 
have seized to put occupational safety and health at the top of the agenda in everybody’s 
minds. I thank you for being here today to make it happen. 
 
As the new director of SafeWork at the ILO, it is an honour to be addressing you for the first 
time. And I must add that it is particular pleasing to see so much commitment to action on 
occupational safety and health concentrated in one day. It reflects your dedication to safe and 
healthy work all year round, and it shows that often decent work is indeed becoming a reality. 
 


