
International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) 

Youth-orientated version of Convention No. 182:  
Activity to help imbed learning 
 
This is a quick game to see if you can distinguish which situations are regarded as child labour and which 
are not called “OK OR NOT OK?”. 
 

• If you think an action is OK (not child labour), then mark the box on the left under Mr Red with 
his thumb up signalling ok. 

• If you think an action is NOT OK (it is child labour), mark the box on the right under Mr Red with 
his hand out signalling stop. 

• See if you can relate the actions that are child labour to descriptions of the worst forms of child 
labour. If a situation seems ambiguous, then discuss this with your friends considering all of the 
possibilities. 

• Can you think of other examples of what is or is not acceptable? Discuss these with your friends. 

 

If you think the action is OK 

OK or NOT OK? 

 
If you think the action is NOT OK 

 A 10 year old boy helping his 
mother wash the dishes and clean 
up after a meal. 

 

 A 12 year old girl being paid to 
transport illegal drugs into another 
country 

 

 An 11 year old working in a shop 
for a few hours in the evening after 
school. 

 

 A 17 year old working in a shop for 
a few hours in the evening after 
school. 

 

 A father hands over his 8 year old 
daughter to work in a rug factory 
to pay off the family debt. 

 

 An 15 year old boy being paid to 
have photos taken of him without 
his clothes on. 

 

 A 16 year old boy working full time 
in a mechanic shop. 

 

 A 10 year old girl going to school 
in the day and then working for 3 
hours every evening to sew 
clothes. 

 

 A 13 year old delivering papers 
before school and on the weekends 
for some pocket money. 

 

 A family including 4 young children 
working together in the mines to 
earn money.  

 

 


