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Statement	  of	  

H.E.	  Mr.	  Mohammad	  SHARIATMADARI,	  

Minister	  of	  Cooperatives,	  Labour	  and	  Social	  Welfare	  	  

of	  the	  Islamic	  Republic	  of	  Iran	  

108th	  Session	  of	  the	  International	  Labour	  Conference	  

In	  the	  Name	  of	  God,	  the	  Compassionate,	  the	  Merciful	  

Mr.	  President,	  Distinguished	  Representatives,	  

Allow me at the outset to congratulate	  all on	  the	  centenary of the	  International	  

Labour Organization and	   also	   on the	   holding of the	   108th Session	   of the	  

International	  Labour	  Conference.

Our today’s gathering takes place at a critical time as the international

community is grappling with numerous challenges.	  The ILO, at this juncture,

has a	  key	  responsibility	  to	  accomplish.

After	   a	   century	   of	   the	   establishment	   of	   the	   ILO	   and	   now	   with	   the	   Global	  

Commission’s	   report,	   the	   time	   is	   ripe	   for	   the	   Governments	   and	   their	   social	  

partners	   to	   delve	   into	   the	   vision	   of	   the	   Future	   of	  Work.	   The	  world	   of	  work	  

continues	   to	   undergo	   profound	   changes	   and	   developments.	   Therefore,	   the	  

onus	  is	  on	  us	  to	  gain	  an	  in-‐depth	  understanding	  of	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  emerging	  

changes	  so	  as	  to	  be	  able	  to	  work	  together	  for	  a	  better	  and	  brighter	  future	  for	  
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the	  world	   of	  work	   through	  promoting	  peace,	   social	   justice	   and	  decent	  work	  

for	  all	  across	  the	  world.	  	  

Due	  to	  the	  profound	  changes	  in	  the	  world	  of	  work,	  it	  is	  inevitable	  to	  enhance	  

education	  and	  training	  systems	  to	  enable	  them	  to	  respond	  to	  the	  skill	  needs	  of	  

the	  future	  in	  an	  effective	  manner.	  In	  this	  regard,	  it	  is	  an	  undeniable	  necessity	  

to	  launch	  the	  up-‐skilling	  movement	  in	  the	  world	  of	  work.	  

The	  transformations	  of	  the	  world	  of	  work	  pose	  both	  enormous	  challenges	  and	  

opportunities,	   which	   require	   innovative	   policies	   and	   measures	   in	   setting	   a	  

human-‐	   centered	   agenda	   for	   the	   future	   of	   work. Therefore,	   it	   is	   vital	   to	  

prepare	   the	   ground	   so	   that	   all	   can	   benefit	   from	   the	   opportunities	   and	  

blessings	  providing	  by	  the	  future	  of	  work.	  

In	  addition,	  today’s	  world	  is	  encountering	  some	  important	  challenges	  such	  as	  

climate	   change,	   environment	   degradation,	   inequality,	   migration,	  

unilateralism,	  terrorism	  and	  extremism.	  	  

Distinguished	  delegates;	  

These	   challenges	   could	   only	   be	   addressed	   collectively	   and	   through	  

multilateralism.	  	  

Therefore,	  I	  propose	  that	  promoting	  multilateralism	  and	  relying	  on	  collective	  

approaches	  to	  materialize	  a	  brighter	  future	  of	  work	  be	  placed	  on	  the	  agenda	  

of	  the	  ILO.	  

It	  is	  also	  essential	  to	  ensure	  that	  fair	  and	  equal	  access	  to	  a	  balanced	  and	  rule-‐

based	   international	   economic	   system	   is	   guaranteed	   for	   all	   member	   states	  

without	  discrimination.	  
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Distinguished	  representatives;	  

Whereas we have gathered here to discuss a brighter future for the world of work, 

some unfair and outrageous sanctions are unfortunately imposed on the economy 

of my country with no justification. These sanctions have targeted at hurting 

ordinary people particularly the workers and their livelihood and of course 

economic activity of the employers.  

As the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, I am honored to announce 

that such sanctions will never weaken the resolve of the Iranian people and the 

government for expansion of social welfare, promotion of decent work and 

sustainable development, but both the people and the government will redouble 

their efforts to overcome all these malicious acts.  

Distinguished	  delegates; 

Unilateral and unlawful sanctions oppose the excellent objectives of the ILO, 

which pursues promotion of social justice and decent work for all. It therefore 

requires a solid and coherent approach; thus, I call on the ILO to urge all Member 

States to refrain from imposing unilateral and illegal measures that impede 

sustainable development of countries and engender negative impacts on the world 

of work, equality and justice. 

Ladies and Gentlemen;  

I have the honor to state that the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in 

addition to joining the ILO’s Centenary Ratification Campaign and taking required 

measures for ratification of several conventions, including Conventions Nos. 144, 

176, 81 and 102, has also given due consideration to the future of work initiative.  
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Up-skilling, strengthening the institutions of work, empowering the social partners, 

utilizing potential of the youth, supporting the economic enterprises, particularly 

the start-ups and knowledge-based companies, and promoting labour standards are 

among the most prominent programmes of my country so as to prompt a brighter 

future of work. 

In this regard, the Government has adopted the National Plan on Decent Work and 

the respective employment policies. Promotion of social dialogue, fundamental 

workers’ rights guarantee, development of productive employment and expansion 

of social protection are the building blocks of the said policies whose 

implementation are seriously pursued in Iran. 

Mr President; 

Finally,	  I	  hope,	  through	  collaboration	  of	  all	  countries,	  the	  whole	  world	  will be 

free from	  any	  kind	  of	  violence	  and	  bullying,	  a	  world	  with	  a	  brighter	  future	  and	  

more	  decent	  work	  for	  all.	   

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  attention.	  

	  




